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AT THE I'IHITE HOUSE 

WITH THE PRESIDENT 

6:30 P.~i. Guam Time 

JULY 25, 1969 

FRIDAY 

(Top 0'· The Har, Guam) 

11R •• ZIEGLER: May I have your attention, pleasG? 

The President will be here shortly. As I mentioned 

in Washington before we left, the President wanted to meet 

, with you on an informal basis. i'1hat he will cover will be 

his objectives for the upcoming Asian trip and also the trip 

to ROI.lania. 

The President '~ill give a rundown on the trip and then 

be available to questions. He will take questions on the 

trip only, on t:le trip and those matters related to the visi ts 

to the individual countries. 

Hhat the President says will not be 'for direct quo­

tation, but you can attribute it to the President without 

. quotation., 

Q Do you mean without quotation marks? 

:"!R. ZIEGLER: Without quotation marks, to be more 

precise. "The President said," "The President feels," "The 

I?resident's objectives of the trip are ••• " 

Q For immediate release? 

aR. ZIEGLER: For immediate release. 

THE PRESIDENT: As Ron ziegler has already told 

you, the remarks today will be for attribution but not direct 

quotation, and for BACKGROUND. 

For your further information in that respect, Mar­

shall Green will brief members of the press who desire to 

have BACKGROUND on the Philippines and Indonesia. He will 

be wit.h us through those two stops. For the balance of 

the stops, Henry Kissinger will be available to brief you if 

you desire him to do so. 

Insofar as the plans are concerned, there are no 

changes in the schedule to announce. I have seen some 

speculation about char.ges in the schedule. I have no present 

plans to go to Viet:-."!' .... I should say, ho\vever, that Ambas­

sador Bunker will l:, • .} cr:",i_i..,] to Bangkok along with the Ambas­

sadors from the othar hsian countries that we will not be visit­

ing, and I intend to h'1v-,: II cor.versation with him there which 

will be a~art from the conversation I will have with the other 

Ambassadors on the g'mc.cill situation in the area. 
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'I'here is als.o a possibility that General Abrams • .... ill be able to corne over with Ambassador Bunker to Bangkok for that meeting. 

Now, insofar as this phase of th~ trip is con­cerned, and I ~Iill speak first to the Asian phase and then later and briefly to the Romanian phase, I thin)t that the backgrounder that you have already had from Henry Kissinger and the general statements that have been made from the. State Department have covered it pretty well. I think what would be of greatest interest to you before ,,,e go to your questions is to give you the perspective that I have with regard to Asia and America's role in Asia. 

As you know, Illy background here goes back a fe", years. It "las in 1953 that I first visited this area. That trip was very, very extensive, with the usual four days in each country, a so-called state visit in each country. It provided an opportunity to meet the leaders, but more than that to know the countries in a very effective way. 

In the 16 years that have· passed, however, since that time, the changes ;1ave been very dramatic. I have returned to Asia, as you know, on a number of o'Ccasions since then, and, particularly to the countries that we will be visiting on this trip. Consequently, I have kept up with later developments and also with the exception of President Yahya in Pakistan, I know each of the Asia leaders that I will be meeting and will be able to spaak to them from that background. 

Insofar as the general purpose of a trip like this, I can understand some of the speculation to the e,fect that ul-lhy does a President of the United States think he learns anything by spending one day each in 'an Asian country?" or, for that matter, as we did earlier, in a European country. 

The answer is, and I might indicate what will be my general policy for the balance of my service in the l-lhite House, that I think a one-day trip is just as valuable as four days. In other words, if you take a one-day trip, and concentrate, as I do, on very little protocol, and a great deal of face­to-face conversation, an individual, in meeting the leader of the other country, will gain as much as if he stretches it out over a period of four days. I have been through both experiences and, therefore, am somewhat knowledgeable in that respect. 

I feel, too, that when one considers the time that is available to a President in these periods, that it is essential in order to cover all the ground that needs to be covered to limit, first, the amount of travel and the amount of time that is taken for each one of the stO?5. I mention that only as some of the reasoning that has gone into my deci­sion with regard to covering a great deal of ground in a very short period of time. In this case, going around t~e world and, in the space of about eight days, after the moon shot, covering a number of countries. 

·> 



, " 

, 

I 

- 3 .~ 

NOw, insofar ar. the individuals are concerned, having met all of these leaders ~rcviusly, I suppose the question could be raised, and with good reason, that once you know a leader, then contact with Ambassadors would be suff icient. Ho\o!ever, I have found it, in J;1lY previous travels in Asia and in Europe as well, that as the situations change, it is vitally important to have a renel~ed contact with the leader on each of the countries involved., a renewed contact because his attitudes may change and in that way when I read, as I do read day after day, the cables that come in from all over the world, I can have a much better understanding of what those cables mean, the nuances, if I have more recently had a direct contact, face-to-face, with the individual in­volved, the individual leader involved. 

That is one of the reasons I.lhy I ar.l a great believer in visits of this sort, wh~re they are consistent with and can be taken at a time that will fit· in with other very demanding parts of our schedule. 
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,\0;'" il ..... 1Q.i:CI ~ut t.';'lat io a vP.ry cxJl1surd..ng interest ii, Asia· ,; consur.Ung interest, I say,' !:ecau:;e it is one t;~at I h!we had for a nUi':)cr of year3., and 900 tha.t ilr::M, as I look at the perspectiw of histoxy, even rore imperative. 

Ti-e United StatP-s is goin<1 to Joe facing, ~ hope !.:efore too long' ...• no one can say hCM long, but before too long -- a major· deci-

\

Sion. Mlat ',lill 'Xl its role in Asiaancl. in t.'1e Pacific after t.'1e end of . \Ia.r in viet..-.ar,:? \.;e l'Iill !:le facing the.t c'.ecision, but also the Asian nations ~lill m \~Cering amt \';\at that decision is. 

!·~len I ta~{cd to Pri!ro ~'inister ('-orton, for example, he indi­cab:lo in t:"le conversations he ~ad hacl ;<Ii t.'1 a nUll'Der of 1'.sian leaoors, they all \X)nCered ~tletller the Unite<! States, ~cause of its frustration over the ~Iar in Vietnam, l:eca.uoo of its earlier frustration over the l'lar in l(orca - .• I-Ibct:ler the united statp.s \.;Quld continue to play a significant role in i.sia, or whether t.'1a United States, like t.'1e Frencil l.lefore, and than t.'ie Britis.'1, anG, of course, t'1e Dutch -- \..llCt'ler \>6 \\O\,\lc1 IJ.itllW:aw frtr!l the Pacific ann cla', a minor role. . . 
'lhls is a decisiontllat ~ll have to I:e roc1e, of course, as the l'la.r cxr.es to an end, But t.'le ti1re to develop the thin.1<i.'1g \ruch ~ll ge into that d~ision is nor..1. I t'linl: ~lat one of tlle \~a1Qlesses in pn-erican foreign policy is that too often 1.1;) react rat'ler precipitously to cVt?nts as they 0CCUl;". n:! f·:li.l to have -the persoective and the 10:19 range vie\~ ~mich inessential for a policy that will b3 viable. 

;.5 I see it, eVE.."'1 t.'loug~ the Nar in viatnam h.:"IS reen , as \0:8 • all ]<"'10<./, a tcrriblyfrustratiJlg O!1C!, and, a:3 a result of that frustration, even thOUg:1 there I·.ould i:.e a tenc'.ency for nany lmericans to say I ··'After \:8 are iliroU011 with t'1at, let's not Lecaro involved in Asia"; I am convinced I t.lJat til:! \olay to avoid reocrr.:i;l/j' invol vcc1 in another IYcU' b Asia is for tl-e United St.'lteG to conti:lue to playa si<;mificant role. 

I think the vay t'1at \o.1;l oould ~l?o:::m;l involved \oOulc:l. l-:e to atte.'1pt ;",ithdra\"al, because \o.hether lo.1;l li!~.:! it or :'lOt, ~aJ?hy f:!:L~s us .. ~ : Pacific poI>6~ and \;hen \ole consiCler, for exrple, that Indonesia and its . clOsest point is only 14 miles fran ~'le Philippines; 1Y!'.C."l we cons.i.Cier t.'lat Guam, 1'~1ere we are presently standing, of course, is in the mart of ,".sia, w.1eI1 \.e consider the intp.rests of t!"le tli10le Pacific as they relate to Alas.'<a and Hawaii, ~.e can all realize this • 

. ''J.50, as 1>6 look over t.'le historical perS!'Ccti ve, \omle vlorld . l'lar II ~..eg<ll'l in r::uropc, for the United £tates it mgan in the Pacific. It carre fI'Or.l ;'sia. 'n1C Y.orea.'1 \;tar carre f[O'i\ Asia. 'lbe vietr.anese \;tar carre fran Asia. 

So, as ' . .e considO ,. our past ilistoxy, tl"le United states involve­rrent in t~ar 50 often !-.as toen tied to our Pacific policy or our lack of Pacific policy I as t.'1e C?f'.Q might 11C. 

,~<; we look at Asia to:lay, l-e see t'lat the r.ajor I'XJrld pa,>6r ~hlch adopts a Vl:!xy aggressive attitude and a belligerent attitude in its foreion ::x:>licy I Ccm1lu.'1ist Orina, of course, is in Asia, ann. \>6 find t.'1at t.loJc -th'O minor \olOrld -J?o,o.1;lrs -- l~or, although they do have significant strength as we have learned -- that =t greatly threaten the peace of the l'IOrld, tllat adopt tl-e IT'O!:lt belligerent foreign policy, are in Asia ,:- Ibrt.'1 Korea and, of course, NOrt:1 Vietnam. . -_.-' 
"3len I-E consic1er t.'lose factors \>B, I tt-..in!<, realize that if.~.e are t.'1inking c1o.o/l1 the roaCa:::.·'1 r_'1clcil~',j road -- not just four Y9i'rs, five i"!ars, but 1 0, 15 or 21) -- t!lat if W3 are gein,?, to }-I..ave peace b the I \oOrld, th'lt potentially tiM! gmat:e.st tlJrcat to t:l1at peace lrill b3 in tlle \ Pacific. ... . . "-.---- . 
I do not rean to S'~r.'aest t"ldt th~ fuel-Last i'3 n:::rt a ootential tllreat to the peaa~ of tlJf) '/.crld ;";'.: t'.lat tl-ere are not problems in Latin l1r.13rica that conO':)m U=>, or in ,\frica anil., of courre, over it all, ".1;) see -t'1e great :;:otentia]. conflict l:etl-.een tOO United States and tOO £oviet Union, the ;:.ast·1 ,.~:;; t oonflict betl·.>eeI1 the two super pc:».ers. 
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But as far as those other areas are concerned, 
the possioility of finding some kind of solution, I think, 
is ,ctentially greater than it is in the Asian area. 

" 
Pursuing that line of reasoning a bit further, 

'then, I '1lould like'to put it in a more positive sense; !'Jhen 
l4e look at the prol>lens in Asia, the threat to peace that 

I is presented by the growing power of Co~~unist China, the 
belligerence of North Korea and North Vietnam, we should not 
let that obscure the great promise that is here. 

As I have often said, the fastest rate of gro\~th 
in the world is occurring in non-Communist Asia. Japan, in 
the last ten years, has tripled its GNP;'South Korea has doubled 
i ts' G,~P; 'l'aiwan has doubled its GNP; Thai land has doubled 
its GNP, The same is, true of Singapore a~d of 1·1alaysia. 

The record in some of the other countries is not as 
impressive. But consider the Philippines, \~here there are 
very grave problems, as you will le~rn when you are there, pol~ 
itical problems and others. One of the brighter spots 
is that w~en I was in the Philippines in 1953, it was a 
Il'ajor importer of rice. Today, as a result of miracle rice, 
it no longer has to import it. Some progress is being made 
in areas like that. 

\'lhen we look at India and Pakistan and the 
terribly difficult and traumatic experience they have had 
because of their conflict with each other, more than with 
the problems they have had from the outside, that picture 
tends to be rather black. 

But India I s rate of Clro.~th as a result of two 
good crop year~ and a reasonably good one this year, has been 
at six percent. If we can get the population problem, if they 
can, under better control, the promise for the future, of 
course, is rather bright. 

As far as Pakistan is concerned, they are 
emphasizing growth in manufacturing. They are growing at the 
rate of ten percent per year in manufacturing and from 
1~65 to 1970, their agricultural productions will go up 
21 percent. 

~Jhen you visit these t'No countries, even i'n the brief 
visi ts \~e have, when you see the poverty which strikes you 
in the face, if you have not seen it before, with a tremendous 
impact, you will wonder whether there is a great deal to hope 
for. But all I can say is that having seen what it was 
in 1953 and seeing I4hat it was again in 1957, the amount of 
progress that has taken place, even in those countries where the 
rate has not been as high as others, is a very, very formidable 
thing to see, 

MORE 
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So, what I am try ing to suggest is this: As , ... e 
1100]< at Asia, it:poses, in my view, over the long haul, 
I 

I looking dovin to the end of th'e century, the greatest 
! threat to peace of the world, and, for that reason the United 
I States should continue to playa significant role. 

I It also poses, it seems to me, the greatest hope 
\ for !,rogress in the world _ .• progress in the world because 
of the ability, the resources, the ability of the people, 
the resources physically that are available in this part of 
the world, and for these reasons, I think we need policies 

I that will see that we play a part and a part that is 
\ appropriate to the conditions that we will find. 

One other point I would ~ake very briefly is 
that in terms of this situation 'as far as the role we 
should play, we must recognize that there are two great, 
new factors which you will see, incidentally, particularly, 
when you arrive in the Philippines -- something you will 
see there that we didn't see in 1953, to show you how 
quickly things change -- a very great growth of nationalism, 
nationalism even in thet'hilippines~ vis-a-vis the' Uni tetr 
States, as well as other countriEfs in the world. And, 
also, at the same time 'that national pride is' becoming a 
major factor, r~~~onal pride is becoming a major factor. 

The second factor is one that is going to, I believe, 
have a major impact on the future of Asia, an4 it is something 
that we must take into account. Asians. will say in every 
country that 'lie visit that they do not want to be dictated to 
from the outside. Asia for the Asians. And that is what 

~ we want and that is the role we should play. We should 
~ assist it, but 'lie should not dictate. 

At this time, the political and economic plans 
\ that they are gradually developing are very hopeful. We 
twill give assistance to those plans. We, of course, will 
ikeep the treaty commitments that we have. 

But as far as our role is concerned, we must avoid I that kind of policy that will make countries in Asia so dependent 
upon us that we are dragged into conflicts such as the one that 

\ we have in Vietnam. 

This is geing to be a difficult line to follow. It 
is one, however, that I think, with proper planning, we can 
develop. 

One word about Romania. Let me just answer some 
of the speculation about Romania by pointing out that this 
trip to Romania is not directed toward the Chinese or toward 
the Russians, but toward the Romanians. 

I do not believe that the President of the United 
States should be able to accept an invitation to visit a 
1'1estern European country, but shOUld automatically have to 
decline an invitation to visit an Eastern European country •. 

!-lORE 
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I have said that this is an era, I ... l101'e, of 
negotiation rat.:'1er than confrontation. It \1ill be more 
difficult, of course, to develop the communication with' 
Eastern European Communist countries than wit:h the 
Hestern European countries, but I think it is time that 
a beginning be made. 

~'le will have discussions of bilateral issues with 
President Ceausescu, the problems of Europe, East-Nest 
relations. 

But this trip under no circumstances should be 
interpreted as an· affront to the Soviet Union or as a move 
toward China. 

It will, if it works out, I trust, set the 
\stage for more openings of this type with countries in 
;Eastern Europe where it would be mutually beneficial ~o the 
;United States and the other countries involved • .... 

MORE 
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Q :lr. president, when j'ou :;peak of internal 
threats, do you include threats internally assisted by a 
count·ry from the outside, such as we have in Vietnam? 

THE p~r;SIDENT: Generally speaking, that is the kind 
. of internal threat that we do have in the Asian countries. 
For example, in Thailand the threat is one 'that is indigenous 
to a certain extent to the northeast and the north, but 
that would not be too serious if it were not getting the 
assista~ce that it was from the outside. The same is true 
in several of the other Asian countries. 

Q !1r. President, you mentioned that you hoped 
that your meetings in Romania would open the way, to the other 
meeting involving Eastern Europe. Is it. your hope that you 
would eventually be invited to Moscow to talk with the Russians 
perhaps within the next six months or so? 

THE PRESIDENT: As far as any meeting ",ith the soviet 
union is concerned, summit meeting, I have stated my position 
previously. I think it would be \~e.ll to restate it again. 

I do not believe that an~ summit meeting with the 
Soviet Union is useful unless a subject of major interest to 
both pol.ers is to be discussed I.ith some promise of finding 
a solution or at least making progress on that particular 
problem. 

I believe, for example, as I look over the history 
of summitry with the Soviet Union, that ~lhile, in all admin­
istrations, ~le have had the best of intentions, that summitry 
has not been particularly helpful. I would say this with 
regard to the spirit of Geneva, the spirit of Camp David, the 
spirit of Vienna and the spirit of Glassboro. 

I feel that were the Soviet Union is concerned, for 
example today, there are three major areas where a summit 
meeting could be useful. If, for example, the time had come 
when I",e could 'make a breakthrough in the Mideast" and a 
summit meeting with the Soviet Union would play a significant 
part, I think that could be considered. I do not anticipate 
tha t, incidentally. T·~e are too far apart a t this time to 
suggest that that is on the way. 

The second area, of course, is in the field of arms 
control. I had, as you knol', a long discussion with t1r. 
smith just a few days ago, just before leaving, the day before 
leaving. As far as arms controls are concerned, at this time, 
the place and the forum in which the discussion should take 
place is at the Ambassadorial level. There May come a time 
when a summit meeting may be the device which will make the 
breakthrough that we need to make in arms control. In that 
case, I, of course, would favor arms control. 

'I'hen at the top of the list, of course, I ~10uld put 
the probler" of Vietnam where, if' a summit meeting would serve 
a useful purpose in,,,far as Vietnam is concerned, naturally \'1e 
IYould IYelcome that o??ortuni ty. Tha t pose 5, as I.e all knol"" 
however, a very sig~ificant proble~ because, whether the Soviet 

: Union can be of assistu4ce in Vietnam is somewhat dependent on 
its evaluation of 1'1hether such assistance should be so publicly, 

\ provided as.a summit, o~ course, would indicate . . 
MORE 
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, Q ~r. President, it has been suggested that we 
nave relaxed trade and travel restrictions to China as a 
backdrop to your Asian trip, and that this may cause some 
disquiet in those countries ",hich fear Communist China. Can 
you say whether there was any connection bet\1een your trio 
and those relaxations, and what accounted fbr the timing of 
them? 

THE PRESIDENT: No. As a matter of fact, suggestions 
for relaxing restrictions vis-a-vis Communist China 
incide,ntally, suggestions going considerably beyond those that 
I adopted -- have been before the National Security Council 
for the ?ast three months. As far as these two matters that 
you refer to, one, of course, as you kno\~, dealt simply ','Ji th 
the purchase by·tourists of commodities of $100 or less -- the 
more significant one dealt with the travel restrictions 
I have al\~ays felt that o,-i th COr.mlunist China or wd.tJ. any coun­
try in the \wrld, that an exc,1ange of persons is very valuable 
for us, and I would trust also ~or them. 

Thio is a policy I have announced previously and 
it is one that I "'as simply im:;>lementing at this time. It had 
no relationship with the timing of this trip. I see no reason 
why any of the countries should be concerned. 

Q ~,Ir. President, as a background to your thinking 
on Vietnam, even though I'le recognize it is not to be a major 
subject of discussion, could you tell us, what sort of reports 
you had from General Nheeler about the prospects for additional 
replacement of American troops and on the question of ",hether 

, , 
the fighting has eased to the point ",here we can make some 
de-escalation move ourselves? 

THE PRESIDENT: I would rather not comment on that 
at this time. If, after ~y conversations with Ambassador 
Bunker and possibly with General Abrams, I feel that some com­
ment would be appropriate, I will make it then. But I should, 
:1r ... Scali, correct one impression "Ihich I should not have left I 
and that is that Vietnam \dll not be a major topic for discus­
sion. In each of the }I,sian countries I am going to raise with 
ttle Asian leaders the question 'of th<l extent 'to which they , 
would be liilling to participate in the international supervisory 
bodies for elections in South Vietnam and for the policing of, 
cease fires' provided ',ole are able to get any kind of acceptance 
on the 'part 'of the North Vietnamese and the VC on our ~;ay 14th 
proposal. 

I qelieve, for example, tha:t the international ,s,l.lper" 
vi::;ory bodies'which, as you know, Hr. Thieu has also agreed to, 
that they should primarily be made up of and come from Asian 
nations and' the Asian nations that I visit I knol~ will all be 
interested in this subject. I want to get their views on that. 

Q I1r. president, do you anticipate in that conne:::-
tion that during your talks with ~he Asian leaders you are 
going to have to spend any significant amount of time perhaps 
conVincing them that your. plan for withdrawal of American 
forces from Vietnam ,,'i1.1 ,)ose no threat to their security? 

THE PRESIDEN'I': One of the reasons for this trip 
is to leave no doubt in the minds of the leaders of non­
Communist Asia that t!,(! United States is committed to a policy 

• 



I 

i 
I· 
I 

- 11 -

. in the Pacific -- a policy not of intervention hut one 
~Ihich certainly rules out wi thdrawal, al'l~ . .regardless Ot \'That. 
happens in Vietnam that we intend to continue to playa r,ole 
in Asia to the extent that Asian nations, bilaterally and 
collectively, desire us to playa role •. 

I think that some reassurance is needed because 
Vietnam is on the minds of all the Asian leaders. I believe, 
incidentally, that I ~lill not have difficulty in providjmg 
that reassurance because, from the report that I did get from 
General i.lheeler, he tells me that the troop withdra,.,als, have 
been accepted by the 'rhieu Gov~rnment and ~y the military in 
South Vietnam with not only very good grace, but that they have 
responded very e£fectively in meeting their own requirements, 
in handling their ~n defense. I think that I can give some 
reassuring comments to those Asian leaders who might raise 
the question. 

Q ~·1r. President, you mentioned that you felt that 
perhaps five years or ten years from now the Asian nations 
could collectively take care of their reqional security prob­
lems. l'iha t is our policy to be in the meantime if a Vietnam­
type situation does occur? 

THE PRESIDENT, '~ell, I would rather not s?eculate 
about one occurring. Each of these qountries, as you, of 
course, know frol~ your stuc.ying the background materials and as 
you will note when you visit them, poses an entirely different 
q1.l~stion. I would simply say we are 'going to handle each 
country on a case-by-case basis. 

But attempting ~o avoid that creeping involve~ent 
which eventually simply submerges you -- incidentally, I don't 
say that critically of how we got into Vietnam, but I.do know 

I 
that we can learn from past experience and ,.,e must avoid that 

. kind of involvement in the future. 

Let me put it this way: I recall in 1964 some advice 
that I got from Ayub Khan, vlho was then the President of 
Pakistan. This was before the United ~tates had any signifi­
cant troop commitment in Vietnam. I asked hi~ what his view Was 
as to \.,hat our role should be. He said, "Well, th~ .. r()le of 
the United States in Vietnam or the Philippines, or Thailand 
or any' of these' countries which have internal subversion, 
is to help them fight the war but not fight th.e I.,ar for them," 
That, of cours'e, is a good general principle, one._ll"hich we wouJ,d 
hope would be our 'policy generally"throughout t!1e world. 

!<lORE 
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C .:r. IT'~":5.i.dcnt:, the li'.1st time '"'c met '",ith you 

.you mGnti0118d lhat it '''<1, your hope that '.~C r.~i<Jllt be able to 

',Ii thdra·N all our combat troo.as, ground combat troops, 

in South Vietna;n by the cnd of next year. In the liCJht 

of ~hat, I wonder if you have any plans for withdrawing 

the troops that we nO'." have, or some percentage of them, from 

'l'hailand, and could you tell us lihat you are going to 

tell the 'rhais about that? 

THE PRESIDEN'l'. . :lell, I would tell the Thais 

first. Sut it is, of course,a proper question. 

\'1e are reviewing, as you knmi, not only our 

civilian personnel abroad, where I announced a cut a 

few ,.,eeks ago, but our military personnel abroad, including 

Thailand. 

'!'his is a matter, hO'Never, I.hich will be discussed 

with the Thais, but it would not ~e appropriate to make any 

announcement a3 to what we ''{ere going to do until we have 

discussed it. 

Qi·lr. President, in looking at the situation 

post-Vietnam, and in countries· oth.\:lr than Vietnam, would it 

seem to you that in terms of our military strength, the 

military raen that we put into these other countries to help 

them, or :nilitary assistance or economic assistance, that 

in Asia, 'Jcnerally, we ',lould have more or less of this 

type of assistance and aid in the years dOlm the 'road than 

we have now. 

THE PRESIDENT: Less. Yes. If I get your question 

correctly, you mean more or-less a military type of 

assistance? 

0. 30th in military and non-military. There 

are really t\"O parts to this assistance problem, the economic 

part and t:1e military part. I ~Ias wondering from your 

discussion ."hether you '",ould see us having a greater 

expenditure and a greater involvement in those respects 

or a lessened involvement as we look down the road. 

THE P'(i:.SIDEN'r: What I ,,",ould see would be that 

the military involvement, the military assistance, the 

military aid programs and the rest, and particularly the 

commitments of military personnel, that that type of 

, program would recede. 
, 

Hm"ever, as far as economic programs are· concerned, 

and p3.rticularly those of a multilater.al character --

and here we have some new ideas that we will be expanding 
. . ..... -

on in the months ahead -- I would say that the level of 

U. S, activity would be adequate to meet the challenge 

as it develops, ~ecause .it is very much in our interest 

in terms of economic assistance, econoraic assistance 

·through loans and other programs, to help build the 

'eaonomies of free Asia. 

Let us consi~er, for example, what has happened 

to South Koren, what has happened to Taiwan, what has 

happened to Thai land, '.~ha t has happened to Japan, all of 

whom we have assisteu enormously economically. All of them 

now; or, virtuall;y all, are on'. their own feet, at least 

from an economic standpoing, and are very good customers 

of ours. 

.. 
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Let us consider In6one~ia for just one moment. Indonc!iia has been through a terribly difficult experi.ence as we all know. 

Incidentally, I found in reading my statistics here that in 1965 the rate of inflation was 635 percent in Indonesia and it is zero now. I want to find out from 11r. Suharto ho\~ he did it. 

But, nevertheless, here is Indonesia with 117 million people, and the greatest, richest resources of any country in Asia. It is very much in the interest of the United States, ~/hich has a minimal economic program in 

'

Indonesia, to participate in some way in the economic development of Indonesia. That will give you an indication of my thinking. 

,'>lORE 



C\ ' , 

• C 

,.' 
" 
•• ... 1 

• 

- 14 -

o :Jr. president, there has been quite a bit of sPeculation i."l 
the papers lately coo. roth rere and in Nashingtcn and in ':TIailand - as to 

'I·ihetller or not there exists sate sort of secret defense agreerrent l:eO'ieel"l 
tl1.e U. S. and 7nailand. . c c, 

I was I-.1:lndering, could you i shed any light on the existence or 
non-existence of such a thing and v.tlethar \..e have any similar arranger.-ents 
witll any ot:~.er countries that might CICJTIl'it us beyond ~t your ~s might be? c .~~ 

'i'H::: PaESIClEHr: There is no secret c1efenre agreerrent \.a.th 
'Ihaila."lc1. ~.e, of oour5e, as you kncM, have the srxro Treaty. N:! ,·Till 
keep our ccr.mi tr.ents und.J:e t.'lat treaty. I\\:l had thc ~sk-Thanat l<hanan 
cx:mnunique well silrq?ly spelled out the treaty. 

l'Je ,·Till, of course, keep out cx:mnibrents set forth there as~~ll. 

I3ut as far as any secret oc:mnib:ents are ooncel:l1ed, \..e not only 
have nons i."l any of tl1ese nations, I can assure you, and I will rrake known -
inciClentally, I told senator Fulhright that t.~ otller day, too. 

Q ::.r. Presi~":.ent, on th3 question of creeping'involwrrent and 
the aUvioa t.l)at Ayub l~ once c;:ave you, 0CXl],c1 you tell us if there is any 
future in Asia for an Alrerican countcr-insurgau:y tactics as tlJe.! haw 
clewloped since 1')607 

, 'nlE PPESlIlENI': '!here is a future for .IIr.Erican oounter-:insurgency 
I tactics, only in the sense that "here one of our friends :in Asia asks. for 

advice or assistance, under proper circumstances, \<13 will 'provic1.e it. But 
: ' .. ;here \\1:! rrust drat~ tl1e line is in becx:rning involved heavily with our a.-m. 
i fX)rsonnel, aoing tl1e job £Or them, ra~'ler t.'1a."l helping them do the job for 
\ themselves. 

!<cu, I knC\~ I !:egged tl1e question ~Tith that an.s\\'er but I intend 
to do so. I inter.d to clo it l:ecause I think t'lat tl1ere is one Arrerican 
trait l<ihiell \\t! SCi.., in Xorea, \..e haw seen it in vietnam, and ~;e see it 
pretty ='1 around the w:>rld: Na do t.'"lil1gS ~ t,'unk rat.'1er \\t!ll. And 
particularly in tl1e rnilita.-y field, ,·;here \\t! are pretty ac.1vanced, \\t! 
think that ~ can Clo it batter than to tJ:y to teac.'1. ~ else to clo it. 

, That rrey l:::e tl1e easy ans\o;er at the outset, but it is the l'/rcng 
; I ilIlSl.;er in the long run. r ''lant to l:e sure t.'1at our policies in the future, II all owr the w:>rlc1, in Asia, Latin JI.marica, Africa, and 1:.'1e rest, reduoa 
i l=ican involVelTent. Ore of assistanoa, ~s, assistance in help:ing 
, : them solw saTe of their OlIn problems, but not <ping :in and 
\ I just doing t.'1e job ourselves ~ly bacause that is the easier way to Clo 
. it. 

~m. Zn:x.:u:a. This will have to 1» the last 9uestion., 
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Q Hr. president, could you give us ~'our irnpres-'sion or evaluation 

THE PRESIDENT: \~e will take another five minutes. I don't mean the question will be five minutes. (Laughter) 

Q I will make it very short •. 

THE PRESIDENT I That is all right. 

Q Could you give us 
economic-political capability of 
liberation in the Asian nations? 
that? 

your evaluation of Red China's 
insp1r1ng further wars of 
Are they able to continue 

THE PRESIDENT: Red China's capacity in this respect is much less than it was five years ago, even ten years ago. Because of its internal problems, Red China is not nearly as effective in exporting revolution as it was then. I think a pretty good indication of that is the minimal role that o Red China is playing in Vietnam as compared with the Soviet Union. 

Three years ago, Aed China' was furnishing over 50 percent of the military equipment, the hardware, for the North Vietnamese. 1,0\<1 it is approximately 80-20 t.':Ie other way around. 

There may be other reasons for that coming about, and part of it is that ~ed China has enough problems within. 

Another point I would make in that respect that bears on this, ho\~ things have changed since 1953, in country after country that I visited -- and I was in everyone that we are visiting here and all the others as well, ~~e ones that Secre­tary Rogers is gOing to visit on that trip -- among most of the intellectual leaders and among many government leaders, there was a real question as to what was the best path for progress, a question as to whether communism, as it was developing in Red China, a Communist system was a better way to progress, or whe ther a non-Communist system was the better way. 

NOW, one of the significant developments that has occurred over these past 16 years, with ali the bad things that have occurred, including the war in Vietnam, has been that that situation has reversed itself. The appeal of the Comrnunist philosophy, for example, in Pakistan, in India', in Indonesia, in Japan, in anyone of these countries, is le~s today than it \"as 16 years ago, 10 years ago, 5 years ago. 

On the other hand, I would have to say that the effectiveness of subversive activities in many of these coun­tries has not abated to the same extent. It can be on the up­grade. But as we look at the whole of Asia today, it is sig­nificant to note that what we have going for uS'more than anything else is this enormous rate of growth in non-Communist Asia as compared to Communist Asia. You compare Rong Kong with Communis t China, you compare Tahlan \"i th Communis t China, you look at Japan with 100 million people, with a greater GNP than China with 700 million people, looking clear around the perimeter, from Japan through India, we find that free Asia's record of growth is a very significant factor in affecting the thinkinq of those who hava to mak .. t:hA tI .. rprmi ,., .. +0; n" .. ., +on .. "d ",h 
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Q "1r. President, sir, when you say 'the 
United States is going to continue to playa Major role in Asia and that this is one message that you intend to take with you on this trip, my impression, from the thrust of your remarks today, is that another message is no more Vietnams. Is that impression corrcct, sir? 

THE t'l~:~."T.:J~l'J'.:.'; Certainly the objective of any American a'lrninistration ,"ould be to avoid another ,~ar like Vietnam any place in the 1>10rl<'1. You may recall -- and, of cour~e, it was called campaign oratory, I said it and so did my opponent, Mr. Humphrey, during the campaign --
that we should develop a policy that would avoid other '1ietnams. 

I realize it is very easy to sa¥ that. I will be quite candid when I admit that to develop the policies to avoid that is taking an enormous amount of my time and those of my associates. 

But \'Ihat 111e can do is to learn from the mistakes of the past. I believe t:1at we have, if 'He examine what happened in Viatnam, hm~ NC became so deeply involved --that l-1e have a gOOd chance of avoiding that kind of involvement in the future. 

Q ,~,lr. President, do you intend to make:it clear to the Asian leaders that if the lull in Vietnam continues, you will announce a substantial withdra,"al of U. S. forces in August? . 

THB PRESIDENT: No, I will not make any announcement, and no decision on, troop ,"ithdra'~als on this trip, and, of course, I would not make any disclosures of plans in that respect to Asian leaders prior to the time that we had discussed it 11ith the ,:;overnment of South Vietnam and then made the announcement jointly. 

Az you do know, '.'Ie are re-exam~n~ng, as I indicated To/e '.~ould, our ./hole troop cornmi tment in Vietnam during the month of August, and 'lie hope to be able to make an announcement sometime during the month of August with regard to troop withdrawal. 

But that is one of the matters that I have still under study, under consideration, that I will be discussing wi th Ambassador Bunker, that I did discuss ,"i th General lr.1eeler and that I may discuss with General Abrams. 

{-·IORE 
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o ill:. Preside.;1 t, is t:.cre also a pencJ..L'lg 9lestion as 
to loJhet:'12r your A:;r;ci,nistration will change its policy of maintaining 
r.rud.:r:urn l!'ili tru:y pressure on the e.'E£¥ l..'1 Vietna,n? 

TIl!:: P!"iliSII:D:,'T: \'1.3 !lave l:epn re-examining,' since i;;1e tima this 
idninistratiol1 carLe into office, oor: military tactics in Vietnam, and 000 
of the su?jects thilt I i".ave discussed at great length "lith C'<meral ~':heeler 
and C-eneral Abrams has baen t.1-Jo d1aracter of our o:mnitrrent anc the tactic~..1 
that Sl10Uld l::c ".~secl. I cefer, naturally, to milital:Y = as to tl~ 
conduct of a war l:ecause t.'1ey are rrore expert tlvlll I aM ir. this field. 

lb;evcr, when ~"" arc in t.'1e process of regotiations, t.'1en ciil tary 
tactics !::eCOIl-e part of the negotiations and, t.ierefore, "13 are re-evaluatil'lq 
oor tactics in Vietnam, having in mind the fact that w= have a parallel 
action going along .in the regotiating field. ' 

If \-e !lave any chan~s in. this resr>ect , I, of course, will 
announce them. 

':am PPESS, 'l'hanl: yoo, 1-11'. President. 

-, 
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