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eRIE!! BIIIII TELLS OF U.S •• PUPPl!'.r FAILURES 
~&uQJ :;- ~.,-

Weak Saigon Forces 

H .... 01 Domestic Serv1ce in V1etname.e 1~0 om 1 Aug 69 B ., (',."..., 
[Chien Binh commentary, part 1 r published in 31 July IlHAIi !)AI!: 'Can the Pl.\ppe e Army 
Take OVer the Heavy War Burden From the !mericalUi?-] 

[Text) lIixon entered tne lih1te Rouse at a t1me when the U.S, localized war 1n V1etnam 
was doomed to failure, when the U.S. expeditionary troops were sustaining defeats. 
and when the Americans were caught 1n th<! endless tunnel of the Vietnam war.. So. 
he had no other cho1ce but to try to extr1cate the 550,000 U.S. exped1tionary troops 
from that tunnel. 

But. how to carry out this plan? AP, on 27 March. wrote: "Nixon has correctly mapped 
out a plan to end the war~ft Hixonts so-called "correct plan" 16 de-Americanization 
by gradually Vietnamizing the war~ In 50 dOing. Hixon believes he can achieve his 
scheme of br1nging U.S. troops home wh11e mainta1n1ng the U.S. aggressive war 1n 
Vietnam. 

From the beginning of this year~ it wa~ apparent that the Hixon administration was 
using every possible means to strengthen the puppet armed forces. Blll'cause. in the 
opinion of the Hixon administration. whether or not the de-Americanization of the VIr 

clRl14 be aoUe ... " .ep_ed on the key Soutn Vietnamese armed forces--tne puppet troops. 

First Hixon. then Laird, Rogers, and Wheeler, unanlmously conceded that it VIS time 
that the South Vietnamese armed forces sh0uld shoulder the burden of the war. But. 
can the puppet troops be strengthen~d enc~ to t~ke over the var burden from the 
Americans? Let UB examine the true ~ituo~ion of thiS diSOrderly. undisciplined and 
de f'ea tis t army. 

l--An army which has never known the word "victory·' 

First of all, let us look back to tr,e sad and m.ifi~:-able background of' the puppet ;.nned 
forces. It is common knowledge that the p .... ~rt })\lppet army was originally a wr<:enary 
army of the French colonialists which had ')e~rl :~." d over to the UlericaR6. The: 
latter had revived and uurtured it \lith a ::~.~ ') t:Fing it as a tOol for implemnting 
the U.S. neocolonialist policy in South V:;.etlll::. 

Nguyen Van Thieu himself, the pres~nt pu~~~t President and concurrently commander in 
chief' ot the puppet armed forces ~ onas 1n ~ }46 a (?\larrant officer) ot the .French army. 
and until 1952 he still vas a simple asslstant fnBtructor in a sebool for the training 
of' local officers. 

The Americans spent huge 5~ of money and used large numbers of U.S. advisers to 
hool1ganize th1s al"!lly to a high degree. uruIer the Ngo Dinh Diem regime between 1956 
and 1958, the divisions of th1s army not only had dragged the guillotine throughout 
the country to massacre our South Vietnamese compatriots, but they were also trained 
in preparation for filling up the Ben Ha1 River and for launching attacks against 
lIorth "fiet_. Desp1te all these effort., during 1959 and 1960, tn. entire puppet al"!lly 
of 300,000 men was hopelessly unable to resist the ooncerted uprising of our southern 
compatriots. 
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consequently, the Americans were forced to stage the special "ar ,'" 1,' • aated frQlll 
1961 to 1965 to cope with the revolution in South V1etnruo. nespit$ t-e fact that 
during the above_mentioned period the puppet amy--w:'lich had 1nereas~t! to 500,000 men, 
and >lhich according to their report, was 20 t:ll!c:, h,'ger tlwl the Viet Cong army--had 
been sustaining crushing detes ts. The number of Pl. y:)et Officers and c<:old1ers wo 
were put out ot act1on, including desertion, had steadily increased year after year: 
In 1961 49,400 men; in 1962, 85,000 men; 196" 118,000 men; and in 1964: 1'5,000 
men. 

With regard to the fighting power of the P1:lPpet army during this period. we need onl, 
cite .. a proof the .Ii> Bec battle on 2 January ',96}. Abo.t 2.000 puppet troops. 
directly led by U.S. Qen Robert York and prote, oed by U.S. air and naval forces a. 
well .s by tank. and artillery. had launched a day-long attack again.t a .mall haml.' 
and tried to annihilate a force of the liberat10n army only one-tenth the1r stren.;tl:. 
I'lllally. the puppet. lost 500 m"n w1thout achieving any pos1tive result.. un wrote 
that the government armed for .... --that i. the puppet army--had .ustained a most 
Shameful defeat by much smaller guerrilla force. Kennedy. then the U.S. Pre.1dent. 
was very alarmed. annoyed, and d18sati5~1ed with the Saigon puPpet armed rorce.~ 

TOlGlrd the .1<1<11e 01' 1965, after .ustaining very heavy defeats at the hands Of the 
liberat10n forces in Sinh Gia, neiku. Ba Gia, J)ong XOa!, and 00 fOrth. the puppet 
arlled torces actually were not too far !rca their last gasp. Confronted by auch a 
glOOlllY Utuation, Johnson had to d1spatch large numbers of U.S. exped1t1onary troops 
to South V1etnam to re.c .... the puppet troops who then could rely upon the Americana 
wh1le recovering their breath. 

!he U.S. troop8 had to take over the defen.e of key posit10ns on the inner c1rcle w .. : 
the puppet troop. could lead. an easy- life at the outer circle. Bowever, in the ta~t 
of the irresist1ble strength of the people-. liberation force •• the puppet troops 
continued to sustain defeato and to avoid fighting. Qeneral ve.tmoreland had to OrdO 
U.S. troops to fight .ide by 8ide w1th the puppet troops in the fir.t dry .eason of 
1965-66. unfortunately. the puppet troop. were of no use to the U.S. troops and eve" 
hampered the aetion. Of the .... erican.. In despair. ve.tmoreland was forced to send 
U.S. troops to the exterior circle to as.ume the entire responsibility 01' the "s.arer, 
and de.troy· operation and to serve as .. shield for the puppet troop.. !lost of :he 
puppet main forces were •• nt back to the count~yside and were in charge of the 
pae1fioation ta.k. in hamlet. and villages again.t the guerrilla ferce •• Even '0. 
they faUed to fulfill their tasks. and again. the Americana had to C""'. to their 
rescue. 

lver since the spring of the Mau Than lunar new y.ar, 1t seeas that the puppet troops 
have been in charge of: the detense 01' the urban areas. BUt the revolutionary war 
continues to develop strongly right in.ide the urban are •• and very Often. Abram. has 
had to mobilize up to one-third of the U.S. motorized foree. and .end thea back to the 
citles to rescue the puppet troops. 

In ..... despite the fact that the puppet troops have been enjoying the o .. pany and 
the protection of the U.S. troops over the pa.t 4 ye .. r •• their key and re.erve 
div1aiona did not achieve any 81&n1ficant results. In 1965 the puppet troops were 
""ry buoy fighting the speoial war. and their los .. s .. aunted to ~ battalions. In 
1968. even with aaJar proteetion by U.S. troops. the puppet troope .till lost 
19 battalions. thus doubling the 1965 figures. 
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concerning the puppet main divisions, let"" first look at the puppet 1st Division-­
the only division which has received a commendation from the U.S. President and 
was hailed by the Pentagon as a division vhieh could be c,,",pared to any U.S. ground 
division. 

The puppet 1st Division was formed in Hovember 1955 and one Of the first big puppet 
units entrusted vith the task of defending the tvo provinces of Quang '1'ri and Thua 
Thien. But this division failed in its task. In the summer of 1966, the U.S. 
Marines had to rush to Quang '1'ri and Thua Thien to rescue it, and they led it by the 
nose allover highway 9. rt still lOst about 2,000 men. FinallY, this division vas 
in charge of defending the positions and ba.e. in the vicinity of Hue Province and 
Quang '1'ri municipality and still cOUld not prevent the lo.s of tvo battalions and 
[vord indistinct] of squadron •• 

Toward the beginning of APril 1961. the units of the puppet lst Div1sion in 'l'u Ha, 
La Vang, althOUgh surromded and protected by the U.S. Marines, were unaDle to 
thwart the surprise attacks by the people 1s l1beration forces. ADout 2,000 puppet 
o:r:r1eers and soldiers were "annihilated. Two regimental headquarters were destroyed. 
together with 230 military vehicles. In the spring of the Mau Than lunar nev year, 
the pUppet 1st division collapsed right at the beginning of the general Offensive 
by the people and armed forces of Quang Tri, Thua Thien, and Hue provinces. Hot 
only U.S. Marine, air cavalry, and the U.S. lOl.t bobcme Division units, but also 
South Korean mit. had to be sent to Hue for nearly 1 "onth to rucue the puppet 
1st P1v1s10n. 

Revieving <he situation in 1968, the 1st Divis10n had lost three battalions, over 
20 infantry (?ccmpaniea) and also an armored regiment and a battalion of the e!!gineer 
corps. More recently, six batta110ns of this d1vis1on had to accompany U.S. tr~s 
to carry out m111'tf:i!'~ operations in the A. Bia mounta.1noua region and about 11'000 
of the1r .en were kE· e~ and vounded. It .... IIgo Quang Truong, the ._der of this 
division, vho adaitte" :ha" it would take. long, long time before the puppet troops 
could be independent 2nd f,oe from U.S. support, •• cording to APP, 21 ,)"a>11:"ry 1969. 
Such 1$ the s1tuat1on of the puppet 1st Division. BOv aDout the other divisions? 

The puppet 2d Division was also formed in lIovember 1955. It vas one Of two d1vlaions 
to undergo the extensive training but it showed that it was one of the most incapable. 
Hot only was it incapable of defending the Quang 110 and Quang Hgai regi""", but it 
also failed to defend 1tself. vestmoreland had to station the .... eri •• l Pivlaion 
and the 1st Marine Divlaion around this puppet divlaion for its protection. Durin., the 
Z years of 1965 and 1966, it lost exactly 11 battaliortO. In 1968 and during tho f'rst part 
of 1969, it had been repeatedly attacked from its headquarters dovn to other level •• 

'l'tIe puppet 22<1 D1v1a1on was formed in APril 1959 at a time when the revo1ut10nary storm 
in South Vietnam VIIS in full sving. 'l'tIis divi.ion had sustained repeated defeats in 
the Sinh Dinh and Phy yen region. After the (?Deo lIhong) Dattle on 8 February 1965, 
it loot over 1,000 men. Its fighting spirit has sharply declined. Since the spring of 
the Mau Than lunar nev year, many large-scale mutinie. took pla.e vithin the divi.ion. 
Once, patr10tic militarymen placed explOSive mine6 inside a movie theater, killing 
135 persons including two U.S. advisers and four puppet officers from lieutenant to 
major. 
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The puppet 2,d Division vas roraed in April 1959. Its torces were .pread out because 
ot the guerrilla warrare in the .""thern part or central Vietnaa and in Darlac and Tay 
IguTen. In 1968, nearly all it. I ' ... panies) bad surtereel heavy 10..... 'ive ot its 
battalions were c .. pletely annihilated. ThIs TeRr, thi. division baa sustain.d heavy 
deteat. in Song 1l1li. provincial capItal ot Ban JIa Th.,,'t. Tho puppet 2~ D1yl1ion could 
not c'pe with the attack. by tho South vletnaae.e guerrilla torc ••• 

The puppet 18th D1v1.ion vas t'Draed in !!ay 1965 and va. under the tirm leader.hiP ot 
tho A .. erican. [word. indistinot) during tho pa.t 4 years. But it va. t .... ou. tor 
avoiding to right agaln.t the Viet Congo Having sustained a cru.hing dereat during 
Kay recently in Long lhanh. the nuaber ot desertlons trca tho ranks or this divislon 
aaO'Unted to over 50 percent •• rate that caused Abr ... _cb worr;y" 

The Il"ppat 5th Div1s10n vas ro ..... d in '.bruary 1961j. and vas only entrusted w1th tho 
task of guarding a nuaber ot ca..unioatlon aections on Hlghvays 1, and 18 1n B1nh 
Long, Binh Duong, and Phuoc Bong. but 1t ra11ed in its task.. It va. called the ·blood 
and tears· dIvisIon. In 1968 alone. 1t lost up to seven battal10ns. Becau.e ot its 
bad record. Thieu and 17 bave repeatedly planned to d1 •• 01ve thi. divlsion. but the 
U.S ..... ter. dee_d It dangerous and did not give their nod ot approval. 

The puppet; 25th D1,,1.ion va. to ..... d in June 1962 and va. entrusted with the ta.k ot 
guardlng Long An Pro"ln.e. the we.tern gate ot Saigon. The U.S.-Il"ppat clique staged 
a trlck by foraing a brotherhood bet ... n thls dlv1.10n and the U.S. troops and call.d 
the. 1ncapable. In Dee.aber 1966. Pllan Trong Chlnh. the c_nder ot thl. dlYi.ion. 
openl:r prote.ted .galnst U.S. advl .. r.. Hi. aotlon va •• upported by a ~llrge nUJIber 
of officers ot this d1v1a1on. Because of heaV'1 10aH8 and t"requent desertions, the 
.t ... ngth ot the dl v1sion .,..tt.s cU'opped to under 50 pere.nt ot it. fixed .trength. 
The I'Itntagon once called the divislon the .oat incapable In the world. 

The puppet 7th !liviB1on. to ..... d in Janua..,. 1958. va. considered an ueapl • ..,. d1,,1.ion 
bong the organtud Il"ppet a ..... d toreea. and al.o en3CTSd tbl eonfid.nce at roraor 
Prea4dent Igo Dinh Diea. But thls divi.1on 1. noted tor -s.tting .a11 In tbl dire.tlon 
ot the wind· and baa partio1pated In all the coups to topple the "'n:r p ... vious ~ppet 
aUlni.trat10nl. In the pa.t tew 7't"' •• deapite U.S. tutoring. 1t .till baa su.tained 
repeated defeats at the band. at the people .and ....... d taro •• In lIT Tho and Ben Tre 
pro"1n.... In 1968, up to 14 batta110ns ot thl. dlvialon bad been annihilated or 
.uttered heavy loa ..... "centl:r. be1ng clriven to thl vall. the "rieano planned to 
let tbl Il"ppet 7th D1YiB1on graduall:r taka over a part ot the re.ponaibil1t1ea or the 
U.S. 9th D1v1.ion. But. accord1ng to AP. on IIj. June 1969. Abr&aa' atart still doubted 
the oapabl11t:r 01' the puppet 7th Di"i.lon to .houlder 1t ..... pon.1b11itie •• 

The puppet 9th D1"i.Ion. tOJ'lll!ld 1n 10VQber 1962. and the puppet 21st DiYil10n In 
June 1959. ~re entruated with tile teak ot guardlng the we.tern and central puto 
of South Vletnaa •. 
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Theae two dlv1sions have the reapoaslblllt7 ot thwarting the actlvitie. ot the local 
a~.d unlt. and guerrilla tore •• and the7 have talled 1n their task.. [words lnd1.tinct] 
the tight1ug power of these two d1v1.ion. 1t steadll7 dee11nlug and their morale ls 
breaking down. 

Concerning the puppet marin ••• paratroop.. and rauger un1ts. the7 are considered the 
"apoiled childrenf! ot the puPpet armed t"orcea and are the general reserve and DIOtorlnd 
forces ot the various strateg1c regions. !beae un1ts are the best equipped but have 
sustained the heavlest defeats. 

The paratroops have never won anT vlctor7. The7 lo.t eight battallons and tens ot 
companlel during 1966. In 'ebruar7 and Apr11 Ot 1968, the7 sustalned crushlng defeats 
in lIue and ln Khe 3aob, and 0 .. lIighwa7 9. In *7. the7 were defeated in &l18on and 
Ola D1nh. In August and kpteJIbel'. the7 were .... hed to piece. in 'fa7 W1nh. IA the 
spring and s\llllller of l:IW 1:1 Dlu lunar new 7e81'. despite stroils support tro .. the U.S. 
l.t Air cavalr7 units. the7 failed to score a vietor7 in the southwestern part of Ta7 
lf1nh. 110 .ooner had .0 •• U. S. air cavalr7 tOl'c •• gone to Dlu Tieng to particlpate in 
a,othel' operatlon than 1, puppet paratroop compani.. either were annihilated or .utfered 
heaV7 10 ••••• thus torcing the U.S. air cava!r7 to return to 'fa7 W1nh to re.cue th ... 

Ifb.e puppet .arine units, nlckaaaed the Itaea tigers .. • are Doted tor their cruelty. Arter 
.usta1oing heav7 d.teat. ln B1nh B1a in December 1964. their fightlug eapabl11t7 .tead117 
dec11ned. III 1968. the7 lott five battalio .... , tour 10 &l18on and one 10 'fay .1nh. lh 
the palt 6 ~.th •• desplte tra10ing b7 U.S. !ropieal Lightning Dlvi.lon unlta, they 
continued to avoid engageaents 10 battle. against the 11berat1vn torce •• 

The puppet ranger unltl--the hope ot the puppet a1l1tary commanders. have been beaten 
.. ither In the delta. the mountainous region. or 10 urban areas. or the 10 battalions 
ot the puppet Ronger un1t. whlch were coapletely annihl1ated 1n 1968, three lank to the 
ground right on the .treets ot &llgon. l:alat. aftd I(J 'I!ho. Recently. In 1la7, the7 were 
""alt another heaV7 blow 10 'fa7 lfgU7en where three at their unlts were annih11ated. 

Thls, the~ 15 the tighting capabl11ty at the South Vlet .... ese regular arm7 Whlch Laird 
aald v1l1 replace U. S. troops 10 the !lear tuture. lh lts speclal cOlllllent8r7 on the 
sltuation ot the puppet al'lll7. UPI on 17 llarch observed, "The South Vletnames. _it. 
are no longer capable at pertorming halt of their ta.k. In comparilon with the situat10n 
a year ago. They are .imUa .. to a tennis pla7er who grasps a racket tor the tir.t time. 

Change. in Policy 

llanoi Doaeatlc Serviee 10 Vletnames. 1430 11M!' 2 AUS 69 D 

[Chl.n B1nh cOlIIIIIentar7. part 2, "fbe three .. ergeney and 1nv18o .... ting _lolne. 
pre.crlbed b7 the un1ted states wl11 not .ucceed 1n petting the puppet armed torce. 
on their teet agatn"] 

(Text] Wixon has eertatn17 been avare ot the bad .tate at the puppet araed torce. 10 
the palt 15 7.0ro--a period 10 whlch the7 have .ustained cont1ollDus deteats. 
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AFter his inspection tour to Saigon, (? Laird) reported to Nixon that the South Vietnasese 
armed torcea were not yet ready to bear the brunt ot the var. H~ever. because the 
United State. has been in a very diFficult situation, Nixon feelS it nece.sary to grad­
ually hand over the burden of war to the puppet armed tones.. M1xon 1& tr11ng to cure· 
the sick body ot the puppet armed torces by giving it large do.e. of precious medicine: 
an intensive m1litary draft aimed at 1ncreaaing the numerical strength ot the armed torces. 
urgent replacement ot outdated guns and &qulpment with modern means, and accelerated 
training of officers and enli.ted men. 

By prescribing these three medicines, the White House and Pentagon believe the abilities 
ot the South Vietnam armed torees viII gradually 1ncrease~ Let US see what improvement 
will take place in the puppet armed forces following this prescription. 

I--Intensive m1lltary draft to increase numerical strength 

On 17 llarch U.S. IIl!:IfS AID WORLD !lEPOR'!' said lIixon intended to .end U.S. troops' 'lle a. 
a ratio ot one U.S. soldier to be replaced by two South Vietnamese puppet soldit ~ afte 
the latter received accelerated training. Thus, the puppet al'lled forces would Ie to 
increase twofold and would reach a numerical etrength ot over 1 million. Where can r loh 
a number of soldiers be found, consider1ng that the areas temporarIly controlled j tLe 
puppet military tribunals many gray-haired men are heing ~~osecuted tor draft ;vasion. 
U.ing guns, bayonets, threat., and coaxing, the puppet regime ha. been able .0 recruit 
• nUllber ot people--young and old--for the puppet araed Force •• 

But success 1n recru1ting soldiers does not mean an It!crease 1n the n1JJlt.r .... cal atrengt,tl 
of the armed torces because ea.h month the nuaber ot puppet troops killed or deserting 
creates a tremendous gap in their total strength. In the Flrst 6 llontha of 1969 alon< 
the nuaber ot puppet troops put out of action approa.hed 185,000. Though the Sa1gon 
reg1me decreed general mob1lizat10n a year ago. The Thleu-Ky .. Huong clique recently 
announced that the araed torce. ot the Republic at Vietnam, that is the puppet armed 
forces, now have only '00,.000 regular troops and 400,000 regional and civilian defense 
troops. as reported by AP on I} May this year. The.e figures are [word indistinct) 
the ultimate onea used to draw aalaries troll the United Statea, but the figure • .antlon­
ed in the filea kept by aen Cao Van Vien undoubtedly are much lea.. But even his fig­
ures include a fairly large ratio of Shost figures. 

The Western preIs has revel ed that fake numbe:rs of troops have been reported dally.t 
weekly, and llonthly by .o ...... ndel'll of the South V1etnam armed torces from the company to 
batta110n level. Command1ng ofticers wait a month beFore declaring the nUllber ot troops 
k1lled in the preceding month and usually pass over in ailence the number ot d.8erters~ 
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Tne n~ber of troops has shown at least 5 percent increase in each levelfs reports. 
Through this method. the commanding officers pocket their soldlers' salarles~ Eaeh 
army unit has three categories of nuaerlcal strength: the theoretical number for prop· 
aganda purposes" the ghost number to draw salaries, and the actual number. Thus, there 
1s a tremendous difference between actual and deelare~ ~r1e.l strength. 

At Nixon's order, in the day ahead the Saigon puppet regime will resort to more savage 
measures to recruit soldiers and A as a result. the total number of puppet armed forces 
may show an increase. But sinee almost no standard 1s used as a basiS for recru1t1ng 
puppet soldiers, the highest degree of disorder Will prevail among these forces. 

According to REUTERS, British correspondents in Saigon reported that nearly one-half 
the people in military traIning eJa.ps Bet up by government troops were arrested by pollee 
and that most of these persons were Children too young for military servIce. In 1 week 
in Saigon alone nearly 400 bonzes and Buddhist students were arrested 1n pagodas for the 
ro1H tary dr. ft. 

According to another REUTERS report~ a paratroop battalion received 1~8 (? Leprous) men 
as soldiers 1n their unIt and that a day later, 80 ot them deserted. 

The Saigon puppet regime has off1eial1y proelaimed the Bo-called amnesty ordinance con­
cerning serv1eemen gu1lty ot desertlon to induce them to return to the army~ The re­
gime has even recruited prostitutes for the womenls offieer training school. As for 
commanders of the puppet armed forces A the majority of f1eld offieers and generals have 
no combat experience; they have gotten promot1ons through (1 bribery, flattery), and 
acting hand 1n glove w1th the ch1ef Vietnamese tra1tors. Saigon sources revealed that 
the rank of colonel in the puppet armed forces can be bought for 500,000 dollars. 

On 17 March UPI reported that While commanding dur1ng battle, South Vietnam high officers 
always heatedly discuss and s1multaneously issue from five to 10 different orders or 
dec1sions so subordinates do not know how to carry them out~ Coneerning the [word in­
d1stinct] sp1rit, whieh is the worst enemy of ours-~that is, of the Americans·~a U.S. 
colonel named (Llbrey: saldt The Saigon armed forces~ officers and enlisted men a11ke. 
have been very affected by corruption, theft, and combat (? evas1on). (Librey) told the 
story of pilferage of servIcemen's rations In the 1st Tact1eal Region by the army corps 
headquarters led by Gen Hoang Xuan Lam. The sight or groups of puppet troops heading 
for [~ords indistinct) in February and May 1968 has become a generalized conception or 
the puppet armed forces in the southern towns and c1ties. 

There have been open rumors in Saigon-Cholon co~rcla1 cirCles about the two famous money­
making organ1zatlon--the first is the U.S. aid commodities pilferage organization belong­
ing to high Navy off1cers and controlled by Th1eu, and the second 1s the opium s~uggling 
organi%ation of high air force officers headed by Nguyen Cao Ky. The uncanny smugg11ng 
skill or the puppet army commanders attained such a high degree that, acoordins to .the 
Saigon paper COMG LUAI! in its 24 October 1968 issue, even Saigon puppet deputies became 
jealous. Many of them pounded desks and chairs and shouted in the assembly conferenee 
room requesting the dIsmissal ot corrupt hIgh off1eers. ThUS, the increaSing state of 
disorder and corruption in the puppet armed forces is pushing their fIghting po~er down 
to the lowest level, 
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2--Urgent replacement ot guns and increase in mOde .. n equipment. The llnited Stat .. 
i8 p .... sc .. ibing the highest do .... ot thia .. dici"" to the puppet armed torc.... '!he 
1ln1ted State. baa bandad over hundred. ot thousands ot 11-16 .. iflea to the general 
reServe Ullit. and .... in torce diviSions ot the puppet al"l87. R.centl:y 1t alao turned 
over a I1UIIIber ot A-37 aircraft in lIha '!'rang, a I1UIIIber ot patrol sh1pa 1n the 
Mtkong Delta. and enough art111er,r to equip tour battalions in the S&me delta. 

After hi. inspect10n tour in South Vietnam in Ka .. ch thia :year, (fLaird) requested 
that "he 11.S. Congress allow an addit10nal appropr1ation ot 256 mil110n dollars to 
step u;o mOdernizat1on ot the Saigon armed torce.. How about the pre.ent .tat. ot 
equ1pment ot the puppet a""ed torce$? 11.S. IIl!VS AIID WORLIlIl1!iPClR1' bas given 
comparat1v. tigureS: for the 1ntantr,r. wh1le a 11.5. diviS10n po."e •••• 70 guns, 
it. South Viet_.e counterpart ba. onl:y 26; whil. a 11.S. battalion ba. 99 .l"I87 

vehicles, ita South V1etnam ... counterpart baa onl:y 11 (words indiStinct]. 

A. tor the a1r torce, South Vietnam haa onl:y 30 A-37. AFP reported [worda 1nd1st1nct] 
tog.ther W1th about 100 propeller .ircraft and a ..... 11 number ot hel1copter •• 
Conc.rning the JlaV7. Western ""va agenc1es r.port.d that it has begun to ...... iv. trOll 
the 1ln1ted Stat.a • I1UIIIber ot p.trol .hipS tor uae 1n riv ..... and canala. 

W1th 1ts huge .concaic pot.ntialitiea and 1ts determination to c11ng to the puppet 
arm.d torces. the .!xon admini.tration. in the dara to come. will certainl1 ~OVid. 
the puppet armed torce. w1th large quantit1ea ot t.nk •• cannon •• ircr.ft. and varship •• 
J!o .... ver, thiS mOd.rn war equipment will not aucceed in Jack1ng up the puppet anutd 
tore... In the put 1; :yeara. the puppet .... d tore ... bave been austun1ng .... pe.t.d 
de teats not bec.us .. the:y were .hort ot ....... !tIon. IMapona and good equ1p111el1t. In the 
apeclal war. the puppet troops have austuned dete.ta Just when the Amer1c.na IMre 
suppl:ying them with b1lliOns 01' dollars worth ot weapona--Il1clud1ng l.rge quantitIes 
01' tank., armored c.r ••• nd helicopters. As tor the people'. l1beration torees, the:y 
got on17 weapON and a.aun1tlon se1zed trom. the enemy, aDd various home:...a.ade veapona. 

Over the paat ~ :years in the 10cal1zed var, the puppet .""""d torc.a not onl:y haft _ 
better equipped but bave .t111 been enJo:r1ng the compa1l;1 and protection 01' oyer 550,000 
11.S. uped1t1onar,r troops who ..... a""""d to the tHth. Despit .. th1S adnntage. the:r 
have failed to .co .... a'l}' victori". 10 .... tt.r how the puppet troops .re eqUipped', 
the:y cannot be better equipped than the U.S. troops. '!he latter. who a .... ao well 
equipp.d. continue to sustaIn dete.ta. Then how can the puppet troope .yold det.ata' 

In real1t:y. the princ1pal worr,r ot the 11.5. 10 not whether the puppet arm,. baa .. 0 .... or 
1 ... aodern weapona, On 18 Iovember 1966. AP quite cl .. r11 s.id: "'!he Amer1cana ara 
part1cularl:y worried about the a.r1oual:y dec11ning t1ghting apir1t ot the South 
V1etnaaes. armed torees. The de.ertiol1 Situation lS preaent11 the biggeat proble. among 
the various divia10na ot th1a ar.;r," ComMnting on the plan to urgent11 mOd.rniz. the 
puppet armed tore ... the 11.S. uga.1ne 'lIJII! 1n 1ta 28 ""rch 1969 i8'U. wrot.: 

"It i8 true that the South Viet ....... ae al"l87 ia being .trengthened in equ1punt. but It 
1& clear that. tecbft1que. expertness, and firepower can never replace tbe lack ot 
fighting .pirit in thi. ar.;r.· 
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3--Urgent training, along with desperate pressganging to increas .. the effective foroe 
of the pUppet "l'III7 and providing it with .odern .. quipment, the Americans are conducttng 
o ""',<PH"" to urgently train thepuppet foroes. They call back a part of the 11.S. 
troops from the battlefields and entrust them with the task of training the Saigon 
armed forc.... 'J'hey lCMOr the standards for the students who apply for the military 
acad,emies, v1,tM a view to traln1ll1' and tOl'alng tens of '::-'!J;)1.;::ands 01' officers in a 
very short tiM. Accord.ing to a recent issue ot the Los AnJeles 7DES. the Americans 
have also sent 5.500 puppet offlcers and soldiero to varlo"c :nglish-language schools 
1n Saigon to prepar-e tor their training in the use ot various ~1nds of Aoer1ean 
weapons and modern techniques. 

In hls (?surprise) viSit to Vaslll.ngton at the beginning of May. Abrams had reserved a 
lot of time to report to Hixon on the prograa ot training ot the Saigon armed torces. 

'J'he 11.S. determination to urgently train the puppet armed torces is quite obvious. 
But, what to train. what strategy to teach? Such problems are quite hard tor the 
Americans to solve. [words indistinct] all the 11.S. strategies. framtbe [words in­
distinct] gone bankrupt in the battlefields. All that the Americans can do 1s to 
hand over to the puppet armed force. the lessons of defeat they have learned from the 
battlefields. They are encountering countless difticulties in attempting to jack up 
the puppe t armed forces. 

According to liP! on 1J .JUne 1969, the U.S. !letense Ilepartllent forsees that 6.2 
bill10n dollars and abrut 5 years or more are needed to equip. trail\. and modern1.e the 
South Vietnamese armed torces. Pive ,ears I Hov many terrible changes viII occur tor 
them on tne battletield during that period. 

South'. 1I111tary Burden 

HanOi Domestic Service in V1etnamese 1430 O~ 7 Aug 69 8 

[Ch1en 8inh commentary Part}: ·Can the Puppet Army Take Over tl>e Heavy Val' Burden 
Prom the Americans?"] 

['!'ext] Like a cripple who lose. his crutch, the puppet army will collapse when the 
war burden is sn1fted to it. The three medic1nes the United States urgently uses to 
build the puppet army cannot make the latter stand up. Tne puppet army i. exactly 
like a body which appears gigantic fram a distance. but in reality is a s.." lling , 
paralyzed body atter 15 years of defeats. 

Facing many d1fficulties and the tact that American troops are more and more impotent 
and are losing their fighting spirit, and that their casualitie. have gone higher, 
Nixon is torced to shift the war burden gradually onto the puppet army. Recently, 
the J/ixon clique has planned and carried rut an experiment 01' 'PUPpetlzation" or the 
war in a number of areas. He hope. the puppet army will be abl" to !'ight with high 
etficiency; but What ""sults dld tne U.S. aggressors obtain? In the Mekong Delta 
area~ vhere tllere are only loeal am guerrilla forces t as the U.S. c~nd has often 
aa1d, all tOree puppet <l1vi.i .... and other puppet ranger battalions have repeatedly 
been defeated and are drowning deeper in the sea of peoplefs war. 
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Reeentl". the U.S. eo_ rev1"we<! the 8ituation in th4 _kOng Delta area and 
said -that- the outlOOk i8 bad and that th4 Viet COng are .... 17 8tl.'Ong there. The 
9 *-reb 14_ or the tos Angal"" '!'IJIES re.rl<e<l that the .. kOng Delta 1a an area 
where ..an:r Units ot: the South V1.t .... a1'llled torees do not like to tight. - '!'he" 
otten ha';'e a tacit agreeaent w1th the Viet COng under the .;you leave m" alone. and 
I'll ~eal'e fOU alone- tOl'llUla. 

Lon& r.!lanh ia an area within the saigon det:ense cordon with ..an:r American baae. 
al'OUM it. But here, the puppet 18th D1v1a1on haa been badl" 118ule<! b" the PLAF. 
!lUring olll" 12 lla:Ja !:rOIl! 8 to 19 110.", eight Want17 battalions and two armored 
('/battalions) ot the d1via10n were destro;re<! Or de01ll8te<!. Ab ..... had to send 
a ... e unita ot the U.S. lat Air caval17 Div18ion !:r'" '!'hu Dau _ to the rea.ue. 
But the.e air cavalr:r un1ta could not sa .... the puppet troops; the" 108t one 
battalion and a gr"at part ot another. 

:til the horth ltontua area, aoon after the Dak '!'c baae ""a tranaterre<! b7 the uni_ 
state. to the puppet 1124 Regiment as an exper1llent. -117 unita ot this reg1llent 
ha .... been repeate<!l" h1t hard by the PLAF. Uaing the puppet troops in lta exper1llent. 
the unite<! States vaa torced to conUnue rescuing thea. The U. S. co_ tbNv into 
the battle ~. then ailt and th.n eight puppet mObile battalions in the reuu" 
attempt. B-52 boabers alao c ..... to aupport b" drOPping each 4&" 500 or 1.000 tons 
CIt- bo.ll. It the end. 12 puppet .. tltal~ th1'Olln into acUon were d""tr07ed Or 
severe 1" _1lIed. Puppet unit. in Ben Ret. Ple1 can, were und"r teartul alege. 
'!'he unite<! state. lost nearl" 200 air ..... tt and ..".., than 500 .. n. including 
a lieutenant co101181 !:r'" the intelligence aervice. Several unita or the U. S. 
11th Intut1!7 Dlvlllion v.r .. vlthdrawn to guard c"-Inication.a art.riea in Dal< '!'c. 
'!'he U.S. lIII pol1ticall" consid.re<! the Dak '!'c battle a t.at ca.e--to kIlOW 
U the _til ".letn ...... AnI:r could tight alone vithout the U.S. intant17 , a support. 
But U. II. &_ ... 18 in saigon adaitte<! that the r.sult. obta1ne<l in this chall.nge 
are inconclUlli ... and disappointing, acoording to AP on 7 Ju17. 

!he Ul11te<! stat .. u_ a _1" or puppet units in the exper1llent ot should.ring 
.0000at dut:r in pla •• ot _riean troops, but thia was "1"1"ie<! out vith the _sen •• 
ot 550,000 U.S. troopa on the battletield and aupport troa U.S. artill.ry and air 
torces. '!'h18 vaa an unreall8tic .xperia.nt, Wbieb ta1le<! an:rhov. then, Wben 
the un1te<! State", war burden 18 actull" "hltte<! onto the puppet a%W7'a ahould .... 
¥hat viII the a1~tion b.' 

'!'ha burden tbat the united statea intenda to ahitt onto the puppet arm:r ie ao heavy 
that even both ot th~ tOltther cannot shoulder it. 

'!'h18 ia a st017 ot a atrat.o Wb1eh 18 lJinking d .. eP17 into a passivt ."" det .... ive 
position. !h18 atrateg:r haa been ... _te<!17 ahaken bJ' vav'" ot t!oro. attaeke 
bJ' the southern arae<! torcn and peopl.. Ita ·cl.a .... and-hold· .t .... t.O haa gone 
pit1tull:r ba.nk:rupt. 

'!'he PLAF, aince ita victory in t/:lll tinal phaae ot the U,S.-puppet .pecial war, 
has beCOM atronger and ba. det.ate<! the U. S. .t .... tegy ot 10 .. 11_ war. Aa tor 
the puppet arm:r. att.r ita deteat in the .pe • .I&l war, 1t baa again .. n 4et ... _ 
in the localiae<! war. In 1965. the puppet was det""'e<! when U. S. t_a tOOl< 
0 ... 1" the bulk: ot the war _.n. 
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Its blind belie1' in the .ilitu,.,. strength 01' the United Stu tes in the ear11er days 
soaeVhat sloved down the PIlppet ~'a cOllapae. Its disintegration at that tille 
was temporarily checked. "... nWllber 01' deserter a in the puppet aray in 1964 _a 
8,000 and in 19f5 it va. 6,000. 

But since the U.S. expeditionary corpa haa aet with de1'eata. the PIlppet ~'a 
.orale 18 s1nk1llg gravely. Desertions fro. the PIlppet a:rr.:r have continued increasing 
sharply since 1966, 100,000 in 1966; 120,000 in 1967; aM more than 200.000 
in 1968. According to lIestern sources, in Just the 1'irst 6 aonths 01' 1969, the 
1'igure has clearly passed that 01' 1968. 

'!'he United States, through gradual de-AlIericaniSation 01' U1e val', is trying to 
avoid the dauger01ls e1'1'eots on the PIlppet army 01' _den develop.enh in the war. 
But the gradual de-.Aaericanuation has pushed the United States deeper into the 
quagmire. It took heavier losses ¥hUe trying to reduce it ... sualtiea. '!'he high 
nwol>er 01' U.S. troop caaualties in the past 6 months has b.c".. a danserous 
political boab tor WUon. '!'he situation torees the United Statea to speedUy de­
.A.ericanUe ita war 01' aggression, but the realities do not perait it to carry out 
it. acheme. All three conditions set by IIUon tor tJ.8. troops withllraval cannot 
be attained. 

l--'I'IIe PIlppet army vill never be strona enough to replace American troops. 'I'IIe 
2 June 1969 iuue 01' the lIew York TDIES a1't1raed that no aatter how the South 
Vietnaaese araed 1'orcea--that 18, the puppet aray--vere increased and equipped, 
it would be only a rutile e1'tort. 

2--"'" level 01' val' activity cannot be scaled dOwn. Since as long as the United 
States ooaaits aggression in South Vietnam. the southern araed 1'orce8 and people 
will str:llce hard and uninterruptedly until all American troops are withdrawn and 
the puppet army and administration has collapsed. 

3--'!'he Pari8 oonterence cannot move ahead as long as the United State8 still 
stubbOrnly rerus.s to end ito val' ot aggreSSion, to withdraw uncOnditionally 
and completely all u.S. and satelilte troops from South Vietnam, and to cease 
sUPPOl'ting ths 'fhieu-~-Buong administration as its tool for impl ...... nting 
neOCOlonialism .. 

It is obviOUS that all pertidious attempts by the IIUon administration in its 
sche .. 01' de-Amel'icanization or "puppetization" 01' the war with a view to 
continuing its war 01' aggression in Vietnam at a oheaper prioe and with less 
difti~lties are only illu8iOns. 

'!'he path by which the United States intends to gradually sh1tt the war burden onto 
the puppet aray i. stl'ewn with d1t1'iculties leading to a deadlook. It i. a path 
on Which the United Stat.s vill sustain heavier defeats and the poppet will 
oOllapse at a quicker pace. 11' the U.8. troop" and the PIlPl"lt army to .. ~lIer 
.. nnot bear the heavy burden 01' the var. how can the PIlppet .....,. alo",". an Und io­
oiplined and deteated 8r111y. withstand the turioua attacks of t no PLAF. L:Ilce 
a cripple who lOBes his crutch, the puppet ~ will collapse when the war 
burden i. shitted onto it. 

CPR BI!BASSY RECBPT10II IWIItS PLA AlIIIlVKRSARY 

For the Peking IICIIA Engl1sh accounts 01' Oen VO llguyen Giap's musage to Lin Piao 
and a Hanoi reception given by Teng Jru.n-shan, .ilitu,.,. attache 01' the Chinese 
BmbaB&Y 1n V1etnam.. ~TJ. the oCCB.a1on ot the: 4-2d ar:tn1veraary ot the O11nese PLA, Bee 
,~. L~t.emat10nal Artairs .ection 01' the 4 August CO-.nist China DAILY REPORT. 




