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HARVARD PROfESSOR NOTES NARKED PRDGRESS IfI! SOUTH V IETNArJ 

BY Al.EXANDER BOASE, 
IPS CORRESPONDENT 

SAIGOrJ -~ A HARVARD PROfESSOR ON A RETURN VISIT 
TO SOUTH V lE!tIAIIJ HA!, fOl;ND THAT ECONOI'lIC .lIND POLll'lCAL 
CONDITIONS IN RURAl. AREAS HAVE IMPROVED M.4RKEDl.Y SINCE HIS nRsr VISIT TI~O YEAflS AGO. 

SA~iUEi. L. POPKIN, ASSISIIWT PROFESSOR 01" GOVERNI',ENT AT 

:l!jHV.4RD UNIVERSITY, SAID HE IWTE:: EXTENSIVE IP,PPOVENENT Hi TH;,: J~CJNOi'IIC VIABILln Of Vll.LAGES AtIV 1j,ej';LF;'IS, NCRE POLlTIG.ql, :~~vAR£N[SS ANt> A GREATEH mUST lr\ LeCAI. LEI-\DERS. 

PROfESSUR POPiHN HAS BEEN IN SOUTH V lET/IAN SINGE MAY UNDEh ;i STUD'! m1ANT ffWI'i THE AS! A SOCIETY. 

An(~R GGXNG TO SEliERAL RE/>,OTE PR(;'V1f;JCES liH!CH TWo 'fEMIS AGC 
iIER£ VERY DlVf"1CULT TO VISlT BECAUSE OF VIET COtHl D01'ilfJ.~NCE, 
PROFESSOr. POPKIN SAID HE \liAS "AriAZEu" AT THE FACILITY (f,YH 
WHICK HE H/Ij) RECENTLY DH!vEIJ EY iHNIBUS THROUGH HUNDIlElJS OF' i'IILES Of fORi',ERLY INSEGURF: AREAS" 

PROF ESSOFI POPKltJ SAW THg PRESTIGE OF THE CENTRAL GOVEPm',Ef11" 
IN SAIGON, AS A RESULT OF' rHE LArTER'S PROGRPo'IS, ALSo HAS GRo!Jt~ IN THE COUN1RYSIDE. 

NUCI·; 07 HIE ECONOfrilC DEVELOPII7Ern HAS RESULTF.D PRO"I 1M'ROVED 
iiOAl)S MJD OIl-IEH CO'lPIUNLCATIONS, DREDGING OF NEW CANALS" 
CROP IiolPROVE1'IErn P10GRAl>IS AND sn,ILAR ~'EASURES INITIATED BY 
,HE S;UOON GuV'.:HNJ\I'~NT, DR. ?CPKliJ Si\!D. BUT A LOT OF THE CREDIT. 
HE ADDED, SH,)ULD G0 TO THE LOCAL LEADERS, THE VILLAGE COlii!CILS 
AlII) HAC'itEr C:;lE~-S AND 1'0 HI:;; SYSTEI'I Of LOCAL ELEC'flOIJS WHICH 
WEflE INSTITUTED rH10liGHOUT VIETN';i'1 'fHIS YEAR. 

PA OF.: TtifO HARiI ARD 

BEfORE THg EHE,;rs (IF' THE GOVEiHoJNENT'S ACCELERATED P{c.tF'IC!iT[ON 
PH OCR AN 13EGAfI reB.: F£L r, II ILL AG ::S~ND HAt';LETS lI'm E BEl'; I Q}: S OL IH £1) • SELF··SIJ~'FlCJENT MJi> LOCALLY AUTOi\OM/US. 'fHEIR PEOPLE ARE HEALErNG 
THH IHi!:lR lOCAL PEOBLE,~,s MIE NO RPT NO LONGER ~lECESSARIL" 
THEIR mm. THEY )(f~I)W THAT ~iUCH IS HING BMNF. TO SOLVE TIiElr, 
THROliGH THEIR l.OCAL LEADERS' COWiACTS WITH THE SAIGON GCVI:RN1'1f>H. 

"Ii IIEw All)) lilDEf,PFiE:AD HLlEF 1'AS GRCIIf:\l Afl:Or~1} THE LOCAL 
POPUL!HIOIJ THAT LL1DERS CANNOT RI'T iWT GOVERN U"ll.ESS THEY L1STE~J TO THE HoPU;." PROI'ESSOR POPXIrl SAID. nils IN ITSELf < 
HE POINTED OUT, IS 1\ CO~jPLETE R1WERSAL (iF rHE v I ET/IPJlJESF. 
PEASMH"S TRADITIO/IAL COliCEPT OF' GOVERj.:~IO!T. 

'STORY OF THE VIETNAM WAR ON MICROFILM 
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ANOTHER Ji'I\CTO,( t:oraflIEUTltJG TO~;ARD I'JonE EFfECTIVE RilPPGI?T 
BETWEEN iWR,~L f'OlULAT e/ls AND THEIR LOCAL AND CEtHRAL LEADERS. 
IIIR. POP;UN SI,lll, If THE HRJORA(I; AT VUNG 7 AU UNDER WHICH . 
NEWLY~E!..ECTED HAI',UI !·Wi) V ILLAGE OfFICIALS ARE TRAIIlED IN 
/lJ)PilN1STRATION TO H!'fEn flT THErr, i"OH THEIR JOBS. P.E 
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lHETZ833°87Z53, GIOEt.: PAY INCREASES ALOIW 
1I1HH A GREATER AUTr.OR1TY OVER LOCAL lJEl'ENSE AND OTHER GOVER~rr,£rlT 
ELE.'I~NTS OPERATING IN l'HEIR AREAS, GREATER DISCRF.TIONHIN THEIR 
BUDGETARY OPERATID/;S. AND OTHERl'iISE INCREASED RESPONSIBILITIES, 

P.~GE THREE HARVARD 

RURAL DWELLERS NOv; FOW THAi IHEIR LOCAL LEADERS CAN 
Hl~LP THEl'1 WITH ALL THEIR PROf:.L£tI;S AND IF THEY eMmOT RP! NOT 
SOL.VE THEPI LOCALLY, THERE IS RECOURSE TO A FOR~,EflI..Y NotlEXlSTEfH 
CHAIN OF HIGHER LEVEL GOVERNlljENT. 
WZAIPI CLlh3 ax H,E 3QV Ell i'I~ENT'S COUNTRY-WIDE RUR fiL ELEen ON 
PROGRtll'i WERE UNDERTAKEN Hl r';ARCH ANll JUNE 'fillS YEAR. Two 
IID1UIHlOIHIEl!ii}UVIlESBS20Bl.JW BtlRV IBI~ APJO:NT H AN!.! I iIJ D ECErr, BER r 
2, j 30 V ILL AGES AND 10.7'15 HAI'iLETS. 

PROHSSOR POPKIN PRA1SElJ rHE AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPNENT PROGR.I>I'!S 
B!WiG UIHlERTAKEN IN v IE"INA!' E. Y EXPERTS fR()'1 THE HEPUEU:C 0 
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'HiR/'II .• "( R ECEIV ED IS '( V I ErN AN' S f Mir'i ER S. AND 
THE TECHNI ",UES AND tNPRoV ENEtas TilEY HJTRQD UCED HAVE V ASTU 
BEN EI' IT ED THE C ()UH1'(' S PH ED OJ" I N ALITLi' A GR I CUi. TUH AL .ECONGt', Y MID PROIJUC1'!V III'. 

PROfESSOR POPKIN ALS() \VAS FI\VOilAELY IMPRESSED BY IHPRCVEh£rrrs 

IN THE EDUCt:TlOflAL S~'STEN UNDER ~/HICH 70 PERCENT Of V!El'NA'l'S 
RURAL CH!LDREIJ HI PiAI"¥ PY,'iINCES ARE NOW ABLE 10 GO TO SCHOOL. lEN, 


