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HARV ARD PROFESSOR NOTES MARKED PROGRESS IN SouTH VIETNam

BY ALEXAWDER BoAsk,
IPS CORRESPONDENT

SAIGOH == 4 HARV ARD FROFESSOR oN 4 RETURN vISIT
10 SQUTH VIETHAM Has FOUND THAT ECONOMIC anD POLITICAL
CONDITIONS 1In RURGL ARELS HAVE IMPROVED MARKEDLY SINCE HIS

FIRST VISIT Two YEARS aco,
SAMUEL L, POPKIN, ASSISTANT PROFESSOR oF GOVERMNENT AT

HARV ARD UNIVERSIT?, SAID HE NoTE: EXTEKSIVE InPROVENENT I¥ THe
g s TR A VIABILITY of VILLAGES anp HNULETS, MORE POLITID AL
AWARENESS anp A GREATER TrysTt IN Local LEADERS,

PROVESS UR POPKIN Has ELEN IN 50UTH VIETN Ay SINCE pmay UNDER
A STUDY GRANT FROM THE ASIA S0CIxTY,

AFTER GUING 10 SEVERAL RENOTE PRV INCES YHICE Tug YEARS ggr
WERE VZRY VIFFICULT Tg VISt BECAUSE gf VIET cong DOMINANCE,
PROFESSOR POPKIN Salp HE ¥as " A AZEL AT THE FACILITY WITH
WHIZH HE Hap RECENTLY DRIVES EY HINIBUS THROuGH NURDREDS oF
OILES gFf ¥ ORMERLY INSECURFE AREAS,

PROF ES50R FOPKIG sa1p THE PRESTIGE oF THE CEnTRAL GOVER NN BuT
iy SAIGON, a5 A RESULT of THE LATTER'S PRDGHHHS, ALSO Mas GROWH
iN THE COUNTIRYSIpE,

RUCK oF TuE ECOkomic DEVELOPN mnT AAS RESULTRED FROM It PR OV ED
KOADS amp OTHER SQﬂNUNECATIBNS, JREDGING OF NEW Canals,

CROp LitPROVEMEN T PROGRAMS ARL SIyILaR MEASURES INITIATED 3y

THE 5A1GON GOVERNNENT, URe POPKIY SAID, BUT g LOT OF THE GREDIT,
HE ALDED, SHOULE 63 Tu THEp LoCal LEABERS, THE ViLLagE Calneirs
ARD HamiET CHIEFS awnp T0 14z SYSTEN OF LocaL ELECTIONS WHICH
WERE INSTITUTED THQUGHayT VIETN = THIg YEAR,

PAGE Ty HARY ARD
2EFORE THz EPFECTS ofF THE GOV ERNMENT *5 ACCELER ATED PLCIFICAT 1N
PROGR ap BEGAN 7¢ B FELT, VILLAGRS ANp HAKLETS WERE SEﬁI*ESOLATEDS
SELF*SH?F&CIENT Al LocaLLy AUTOK oK Gus, THEIR PEJQPLE ARE REALIZ Ineg
THLT TtHELR LOC AL PEOBLENS ARE No RpPT NO LONGER NECESSaRTL v
THEIR oy, THEY xnoy THAT mucH g EEING pyNE T0 SoLyg THER
THROUGH THEIR Local, LESDERg Contacrs WITH THw SAIGoN GCVER M E w7,
“hOBEW Anp YIDESPREAD EELIEF ypg GRCWN amapng THE Local
POPUL AT Oy THAY LEADESZ CANKOT Rry NUT GOV ERN USLE3S ThEY
LisTen rg THE FEOPLE, ™ PROFESS R POPKIN SAIL, THIS In ITSELFF
HE POINTERD OUT, 18 4 COMPLETE REVERS AL ¢F THE VIETHAMESE
PEASANT g TRADIT] GhiaL CONCEPT oF GOVERuMENT,

ISTORY oOF THE VIETNAM‘WAR ON MICROFILM




AROTHER FacTow UONTRIEUTING TOwaRD MORE EFFECTIVE RAPPORT
BETWEEN RLRAL PCIULAT CNS AND THEIR LoOCAL anp CENTR aL LEARERS |
MR POPKIN SAID, I& THE HRIOR &Y, oT viung (AU UNDER WHICH
NEWLY=EL ECTED HANLET AND VILLAGE OFFICIALS ARE TRAINED Iy
ADPIINISTRATION To BETTER FIT THEv FOR THEIR JoBsS,

RE

ZEWPHC

0

TRETZE33°37253, GLOEN PAY INCREASES ALOKG
WITH A GREATER AUTHGRITY OVER LOCAL LEFENSE AND OTHER GoVERM:ZnT
ELEMENTS OPERATING IN THEIN AREAS, GREATER DISCRETIGNKIN THElR
BUDGETARY OPERATIONS, AND OTHERWISE INCREASED RESPONSIBILIT]FS,

PAGE THREE HARV ARD ,

RURAL DWELLERS NOw FING THAT THEIR LoCAL LEADERS CAN
HELP THEM WITH ALL THEIR PRORLENS AND IF THEY CalinoT RPT NGT
SOLVE THEM LOCALLY, THERE is RECOURSE TQ 2 FORMERLY KOUEX ISTERY
CHAIY OF HIGHER LEVEL GOVERNHENT,
WZAIPICL#~3 OX TMNE SOVERNNENT®S COUNTRY~WIDE Rum AL ELECTION
PROGR AN WERE UNDERTAKEN IN MARCK AVD JURE THIg YEAR, Tko
ﬁDWﬂRBO%H&HﬁUBHESEEEEELED BORV IHTH AN SRTH AND TN DECENBER,
2y 132 VILLAGES AND 6775 MANLETS,

PROFESSOR POPKIN PEALSED THE ASGRICULTUR AL DEVELOPMENT PROGR 43
BEING UMDERTAKEN IN VIETNAN LY EXPERIS FROM THE REPUELIC 0
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WARMLY REICEIVED EY VIETHaN'S FAINERS, AND
THE TECHRIQUES and SHPROVEMENTS THEY INTRODUCED HAVE VASTLY
BEREFITED THE COUNTRY s FREDORINAYTLY AGRICULTURAL'ECDNQMY
AND PRODUCTIVITY,

PROFESSOR POPKIN ALSCG WAS FavoRaBLY INPRESSED mv IMPRG?EHE%?S

o]

N THE EDYCATIONAL SYSTEN UMNDER WHICH 72 PERCENT CF VIETNgM 'S
RURAL CHILDREW I MAl'Y PYNMINCES ARE NOW ABLE TC &80 To SCHOOL, ITa,

3289 =TamgZasp



