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Ho's Heirs Are Unlikely to Alter 
Policy Th.ey Helped Administer 

By Stanley Karnow 
Wa,hlnstoD Post porel.n Service 

HO:'lG KONG, Sept. 3 
(Wed n e s d • Yl-Ho Chi 
Minh's death, when it 
comes, is unlikely to bring 
about dramatic changes in 
~orth Vietnamese policies 
and practice, at least in the 
immediate future. ~ 

Ho, 79, retired long ago to 
the role of arbiter, leaving 
the direction of the country 
to a collegium of younger 
associates. This move served 
him in two principal ways. 

It permitted him, in con­
trast to contemporaries like 
Mao Tse-tung and Charles 
de Galille, to ~protect his 
enormous prestige as 
"Uncle" Ho, the living leg· 
end. Thus he was able to 
shift the blame to his subor­
dinates for such blunders as 
an abortive land reform or 
the unpopular purge of in­
tellectuals a decade ago. 

At the same time, his dele· 
gation of authority gave 
Hanoi a degree of institu· 
tional stability and experi­
("nee unparalleled elsewhere 
in Southeast Asia. This 
Partly assured North Viet· 
n~m's survival under the in­
tense pressures of U.S. 
bombing. 

So long as the war in the 
South continues, it seemlO 
probable that their passion­
ate nationalism will hold 
Ho's heirs together aftel hil 
disappearance, even though 
they may have confUding 
tactical ,"jews. 

When the war ends, how­
ever. there are prosr-ects 
that the divergences wlthin 
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the Politburo or-the -Lao 
Dong (Workers) Party could 
em .. !!e. ~ . ~. ~~ __ 

Apart from their differ­
ences on domestic aftairs. 
Ho's eventual successors are 
believed to be divided along 
hawkish and dovish lines~ 

Some critics of V.8. policy 
in Vietnam submit that 
these tendencies have been 
insufficiently exploited in 
effort. to settle the war. 

According to most special­
ists. tne leading dogmatist 
in Hanoi is Truong Chinh, 
60. a Politburo member and 
cnairman of the National 
Assembly. Chinh ranks sec· 
ond in thE! formal North Vi 
etnamese hierarchy. 

An admirer of vlg<Jt"OuI 
Chinese CommunIst' meth· 
ods, Chinh composed a bru· 
La:, land collectivization pro· 
gram that provoked a bloody 
pl;'asant revolt in 1956. As a 
result. he was dismissed as 
Secretary General 'Of the 
Lao Dong Party. 

However, within the past 
year he has regained promi· 
nence as the prime advo­
cate 'Of "protracted war/' in 
which the Communists use 
their battlefield posture as 
leverage fer their conference 
table demands. 

Other reputed hard·liners 
in the Politburo are said to 
be Le De Tho, a senlor 
theoretician; Hoang Quoc 
Viet, a veteran trade union 
activist; Hoang Van Hoan, 
former ambassador to Pe~ 
king and first vice chairman 
of the National Assembly, 
and To Huu, deputy minis· 
ter of culture. 

In relative moms, the leall­
ing moderates Ilre" coosid· 
ered, to 'be Premier Phattl 
Van Dong .nd'De~noe Min­
ister Vo N guyeil.PIaP. bo til 
old associa~s of Ho. 

Giap'. SWure Dips 

Now' nearly 60, Giap, I. 

pop·ulai~ fo·r his victory , .. ever 
the French at Dlenbiel\pllu 
in 1954. But his olltspbken 
maill\M and his reportea Im­
plltience with ideolQIY has 
earn~ bim the enmity of 
Truong Chinh and other die­
hards. 

Giap's stature is h-rlieved 
to bave suffered following­
the failure of the 1958 Lunar 
New Year oefensive to pro· 
duce a Communist "mass 
'uprising" in South Vietnam. 
1 Unlike Giap, Pham Van 
Dong is cautious and tactful. 
He is probably' the man 
most eapa'ble of balancing 
the rival factions in Hanei. 
Lik'e-- Clap,· he -}s repuled· to 
distrust and dislike the 
Chinese. 

Other Hanoi moderates 
evidently include Deputy 
Premier PRam Hung; Min· 
ister of Interior 'Ung Van 
Khiem' the econemist Le 

. Than Nghi, and Foreign Min~ 
ister Nguyen Duy Trinh. 

Duan's Importance 
Between the dogmat1sts 

and the pragma.tists ~tands 
Hanoi's most emgmatIc and 
possibly most important lu· 
ture fi~ure, Le Dua·n. A 
Southerner of peasant stock 
and now the party secretary 
general. Le Duan bas .long 
been identified as a Com· 
munist in the to\lgh Chinese 
style. Informed sources in· 
dicate however, that his po­
sition is rather a blend 'Or 
nuances. 

As a Seutherner who di­

rected the guerrilla war 
against the French in the 
SoutH, he has always been 
fiercely loyal to his native 
region-an attitude that ha~ 
marked him as a radical 
extremist. 

He reportedly opposed the 
]954 Geheva accords, argu· 
ing that the promise of elec­
tions to reunify Vietnam 
could net ae fulfilled. 


