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RICHARD HALLORAM, NYTIHiSi

WASHINGTON == |,8, QFFICINLG ¢wli impr SUAT TR SEATE of 3101 @
CHI MINH MEANT THE Lo3n UF Al fLosT BYSTICAL LEALIR cHT TorT 1T
YAS NOT LIKELY 7o CHANGE THE COURSE oF THE VAR IN SGUTH VIETNAL tinn
10 ALTER THE FROSPECTS OF FINDING PEACE IW THE NEGOTIATIONS IWN FARIS,

SOURCES CLOSE To THF VIETHAM SITHATION SAID HERE THAT THE MOST
IMNEDIATE IMPACT UOLLD EE THE L0SS ofF LEMDERSKIP THAT liaS EEEN
EMBODIED IN MG CHI HINK, THE NATIONALIST, TKE FIGKTER FCn VIETHAMESE
INDEPENDEHCE ARD THE PCETIC REVOLUTIONARY,

L HA3 BEEN SUCH 4 FIGURE FOR MANY OF THE VIETNAMESE
FOR A HALF=CENTURY SINCE HE AFPEZARED A THE VERSAILLES PEACE
CONFERENCE IN 1915 TQ SEEK MORE RIGHTS FQR HIS COUNTRYMEN wWHo WERE
THER LIVING UNDER FRENCH COLOHI AL RULEs 5o

HIS QUALITY gF LEADERSHIP CANNGT DF FASSED ON, IT 1S THOUGH
HERE, AND THUS THE FUTURE COHESXION OF NORTH VIZTNAMESE LEADFERSHIp
IS IN DOUBT, IT 1S THOUGHT PRGRABLE THAT A COLLECTIVE LEADERSHIP
RS IN THE SGVIET UNION AFTER THE DEATH OF STALIN, WILL EMERGR,

IN THE s0uM, IT 18 THOUGHT; THE U.L,.F, MAY WELL HAVE LOST THEI®
MOST EFFECTIVE MEANS OF APPEAL FCR THE ALLEGIANCE= OR AT LEAST Tkz
NONRESISTANCE = OF THE PIASANTRY. “UNCLE HG,™ AS HE WAS WIDELY
KNOWN, WAS REGARSED o FRIEND AND FQOE ALIKE AS A SYMBOL oF
VIETNAMESE ATPIRATIONS,

IDEOLCGY HAS LITILE INPORTANCE AMONG THE RURAL PEQPLE oOF
VIZINAM BUT THE FIGURE OF HO GHI .33 AT TUD RENEVOLEHT AND
PATERNAL PROTECTOR HAS BEEN HIGHLY RESPECTID,

AN ANERICAR tARIuE GENER ML, ACKHGWLEDGINQC THIS, ONCE NUSED THAT
HE COLLD NoOT UNDERSTAND WHY THE NFORTH VIETHANESE LD VIETCONG
CONTINUED THEIR STRUSGLE AGAINST THE MILITARY MIGHT OF TMF UsS,
WHIN 4Ll  THEY HAD To DG TO TAKE WER THE COUNTRY ¥AS T¢ STgP
FLGHTING AND AGREE TOQ ELECTIONS. HE SAID PRESIDENT HO yaAS S0
POPULAR THROUGHOUT VIETNAN THAT XE wouLb HAVE gy any ELECTION
HANDS DOwN,

SUE OFFICIALS HERE @aRE MOT SO SURE THAT PRESIDENT Ho°s DEATH
WiLL BE A GREAT LGSS FoR THE VIETCCNG Iy THEZ SOUTH, THEY ARGUED THAT
IHE NEW LEADERS IN HANCI COULD PE EXPECTED TO IWOKE THE MEMORY OF
PRESIDERT HO AND CONTINUE TO USE HIS NAME AS THE SYMBOL oF THEIR
CAUSE.
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