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TOP SECRET ((VC Classification))
{((Handwritten marginal note)): A2 Ham/Ba Ké ((sic)), ((End of marginal note)),

REPORT ON SVN SAPPER

CONFERENCE HELD BY THE HEADQUARTERS, SVNLA, DURING OCT &9
' -k -

From: R ((possibly CuSVI))
To: All uaits,

We must increase the development and combat activities of the sappers of
three forces (pain, local and guerrille forces) throughout the three strategic

areas to gain greater future successes.

(This conclusion is stated in the report on the SVN Sapper Conference held
during Oct 69 and was endorsed by the Headquarters, SVILA),

Dear Comrades,

Today, on behalf of the lleadquarters, SVilLA, I wish to summarigze the pro-
blems presented and discussed by the conference,

rart Une:

llew developments and tactics of sapper forcessince our General JUffensive
and Uprising, and their present shortcomings,

Part Two:

Role, missions, tequirements, and combat procedures of sapper forces in
the future.

Fart Three:
Principles for combat leadership by sapper forces,

Imnportant Tasks:

Part Une:
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6b-TL ((sic))

NEW. DEVELOPMENTS AND TACTICS OF SAPPER FORCES
SINCE OUR GENERAL OFFENSIVE AND UPRISING, AND THEIR SHORTCOMINGS

- % o

1. As you know, since M@u Than ((1968)) Taé the SVN people's resistance
against the American aggressors has turned to a new phase of General Offensive
and Uprising, We launched repeated attacks against the enemy and obtained
greater and more extensive successes, Therefore, the enemy had to abandon
"two pincer " tactics and use "clear and hold" tactics in an attempt to shift
to a defensive position throughout SVN, However, due to his increasing confu-
sion and serious failures, the enemy was forced to stop bombing VN uncondi-
tionally, come to the conference table in Faris, de-escalate the war, and begin
to withdraw troops from SVI,

Armed Libergtion forces ((in general)) and Sapper Units in particular
contributed much to these successes, We overcame difficulties and were deter-
mined to implement our strategic plan, It consisted of launching spontaneous
offensives against all enemy urban areas and rear bases, especlally large cities
such as Saigon and Hu¥, We shifted the war to the cities, annihilated enemy
ring-leaders and disturbed the strategic enemy deployment, We destroyed a large
number of enemy personnel, war facilities, and his reserve of strategic resources,
This changed the balance of power between us and the enemy, increased our power
and prestige on all battlefields, and undermined the US war of aggression,

Our military successes contributed to the development of the political
struggle in coordination with the diplomatic struggle. As a result, our attacks
became fiercer each day.

2, It is obvious that since the Genaral Offensives and Uprisings were launch-
edythe sapper branch has developed by leaps and bounds. Sapper {{units)) were
developed among the three forces ((main, local and guerrilla forces)) throughout
the three strategic areas and became one of the strong branches of our army,
Sapper tactics represent the concept of defeating a large force with a small
one, This helped us to increase our combat capability and expand the s¢ale of
combat activities by shifting from sporadic, independent, and coordinated attacks
to strategic offensives throughout SVN during the Campaign, Within the paat two
years hundreds of sapper attacks have been launched against different targets,

We frequently used a smaller force to attack a larger force and inflict heavy
casualties on the enemy, while suffering small losses, On all battlefields, our
strength was that we were able to conduct fierce attacks with sure success, and
that the more we fought, the stronger we became and the greater our successes
grew, At the conference, we studied only 17 typical battles, However, we could
recognige the following characteristics of sapper forces on the battlefields
from M{litary Region 6 southwards,

First tectic: Sapper and special action forces are qualified to attack
any target on any battlefield throughout the three strategic areas. Despite
the intensive enemy defense and fierce activities on the main battlefiglds,
sapper forces were able to conduct attacks against the enemy defensive system,
from the intercepting border line (consisting of Lovia, Bau C4, Ba Chiem, Bad -Pen,
etc ... ({sic))) to the intermediary line (consisting of Technique ((area within
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An L&1 Rubber Plantation)), Chdu Thanh, DAu Tiéhg, Ddng Du, Binh My, etc... s
((sie¢)))., They were capable of attacking other targets ((such as the G3 Vép
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bomb depot, the US Navy Quarter, the Bien Hoa Police Service, etc... ((sic))
which were deep in bordering areas and inner cities, This tactic demonstrated
the great strategic potential of sappet forces during the present phase, In
the future, we must increase sapper forces near all deep bases in the inner
defensive area and develop sapper forces in cities,

Second tactic: Sapper forces operated throughout the three areas.
Those of main and local forces were qualified to launch attacks against the
main targets of the Campaign, in accordance with the plan of the great offensive
phase directly commanded by the Headquarters, SVNLA, The sapper forces, SVNLA,
were able to fight such important and large scale battles as Déng Du, Ddu Tieng,
and Chdn Thanh, which affected the development of the Campaign and the offensive
phase, During the Autumn Campaign, they launched repeated attacks against large
rear bases in a short time, and, in coordination with the armed forces, accom-
plished the main mission of the campaign by destroying the major enemy forces
one by one, The sappers of division or regiment level attacked the secondary
targets of the campaign. Sappers adopted the tactics of small and moderate
attacks or coordinated with infantry and artillery forces to conduct repeated
and continuous offensives, For example, sappers of the ((VC)) 1lst Division
attacked Ban Cd, Lovia, etc .., ((sic)) during the 1969 Autumn Campaign, They
utilized the tactics by which a sapper battalion can attack several elements
during one night and fight many battles during a campaign. In coordination
with infantry forces and other branches, they frustrated the enemy inner defense
plan used by the 1st Air Cavairy and Transportation Division ((sic)} on the
border. On other battlefields, sapper forces coordinated to operate in ltocal
areas during the Campaign or ((activity)) phase, ,For example, sapper forces of
Sub-Region 1 launched three attacks against Go Vap Bomb Depot during the 1969
Summer Campaign. Sapper forces of ((VC)) Military Region 6 attacked-ﬂdg'Irgng
during the Summer Campaign., Sapper forces of ((VC)) Military Region 10 attack-
ed Phudc Long during the Spring Campaign. Sapper forces of ((VC)) Military
Region 3 attacked Lo Te, etc .. ({sic})). Therefore, during the future campaign
and climaxing phase, we should launch small and moderate attacks more frequently.
If a sapper battalion wins several battles in a night and many battles during
a campaign, the ((activity)) phase will boil with enthusiasm and yleld greater
successes, :

Third tactic: During some large scale battles, many Sapper units
destroyed the major enemy elements. This demonstrated that sapper units of main
and local forces had made new progress in techniques, tactics, organization,.
leadership, ete ... ((sic)). In the future, if we more thoroughly understand
the concepts and principles of sapper tactics, train our troops on tactics and
techniques, inprove the skills of organization and command and coordination of
branches ete .., ({(sic)), we will be able to destroy all our targets completely,

Fourth tactic: Sapper units of the ilocal forces are qualified to attack
small province capitals, district seats and sub-sectors, annihilate the major
enemy units and seriously deplete the others. They,can help the people destroy
strategic hamlets aud seize limited control in Phuidc Long,-Ddc Trong Sub-wector,
etc... ((sic)). This generates a new capability for us. Coordination should be
made between sapper forces in region, province, and district, and those in _
guerrilla forces, and between sapper forces und other forces such as the guer-
rilla, secret self-defense and special action forces, etc ... ((8ic)).
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Spontaneous attacks should be conducted against district seats, sub-sectors,
province capitals, and Papular and Regional
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Force posts in the same areas to annihilate pacification personnel, tyrants,
ringleaders and reactionaries, While conducting combat activities, we shou!d
motivate the people to rise up, destroy strategic hamlets, and break the
((RVN)) oppressive control; we should intensify enemy ((FWMAF)) and Military
((RVNAF)) proselyting activities. By so doing, we can overrun district seats
and sub-sectors and liberate rural, lowland, and mountainous areas,

Fifth tactic: Underwater demolition sapper forces were able to
penetrate the enemy defensive systems along large rivers and attack ships in
harbors, For example, sappers of Doan 10 attacked ships on the Nh& Be River, .
They also won large battles close to Saigon. Bén Likc Bridge was destroyed by
sapper ((forces of)) Sub-Region 3, ete,,, ((8ic)), We should quickly develop
the water demolition sapper ((forces}) on all battlefields, especially the
main battlefields of the Mekong Delta, We should deploy ((sapper personnel))
along strategic rivers such as the Long Tau, Wha Be, and Hang Thit Rivers,
etc ... ((sic)) and local river axes. We willythus, have the capability to destroy
enemy ships on the rivers and his strategic reserves, In coorcinatisn with
other tactics, we should cut off and seize coatro! of important and strategic
communication lines,

Sixth tactic: We were able to turn infantry units into sapper units
in a short time or quickly train recruits on sapper tactics. The sapper unit
of the lst Division won battles such as Ban C8 and Lovia after receiving a
15 day ((tactical)) training course. The sapper unit of the newly activated
7th Division conducted large scale attacks against US tracked vehicles in Léc
Ninh; and the reconnaisance detachment of Doan ((Group)) 429 attacked the us
Signal Center in Ba Den, although it had only been trained on sapper tactics
for a short time, etc ... ((sicl), These facts demonstrate the great capability
of sappers units., We should strengthen and develop these sapper units among
the three forces, especizslly those in local forces, We were able to train
infantry troops and other branches on sapper tactics quickly and increase the
combat efficiency of the infantry force,

'The sapper branch made great progress and obtained remarkable achieve-
ments during the past phase, It accomplished its combat mission and was quali-
fied to perform the tasks prescribed for the Campaign and the strategic plan:
issued by the Party., The main reason was that the sapper branch was given
particular care by the Central Party Headquarters and Chairman H5; and the
sound leadership by the SVNLA and Central Military Affairs Party Comnmittee,
Fully understanding the Party's military policy line and plan, cadre and
soldiers of all branches bravely fought battles with the help of the people
and in close coordination with the other armed forces. These factors resulted
in the present development of the sapper branch, In other words, the Party
relied on the people and its leadership experiences to activate the sapper
branch and invent sapper tactics, It created many favorable conditions for
the development of the sapper branch and sapper tacties. Therefore, the sapper
branch should realize the source of its development,

3. Despite the above achievements and possibilities, sapper forces still
have the following shortcomings:
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Sapper forces were not widely developed in three forces, eipectally
local and guerrilla forces, They did not operate on all battlefields,
especially the battlefield of the Nam Bo Lovlands and in the cities,
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The development of specialized sapper forces, especially underwater
demolition sapper forces, was not adequate, On all battlefields, sapper forces
failed to attack large targets deep in the enemy defensive system, In some
areas, sapper forces are not employed appropriately for their funetions, Wwhile
carrying out combat activities, they did not improve their cepabilities, As a
result, sapper forces were weak in some areas,

Sapper tactics were not widely applied throughout the three stretegic
areas, especially in the Nam Bd Lowlands and main battlefields from intermediary
aresas to inner cities, Therefore, we failed to destroy war facilitiesa and the
strategic enemy reserve of resources, or annihilate many of his high renking
officials, reactionary ringleaders, tyrants, and pacification pcrsonnol and
deal & fierce blow to the strategic enemy plan.

Coordination was not made between large, moderate, and amall attacks
as required in the campaign strategy., COur troops rarely epplied local amd
guerrilla force sapper tactics by using a small force to annihilate a lacrge
force or win a large battle.

Combat effectiveness of sapper forces at all levels, including SVN
sapper forces, left much to be desired. Targets were not completely deatroyed,
((Sapper)) units failed to attack several targets during & night or fight meny
battles during a campaign, Sapper forces did not coordinate with infantry
forces and other branches, or weakly attacked enemy solid fortificetions, As @
reault, attacks were not launched regularly and continuously, and sapper forces
were not developed to the fullest extent.

Among the three forces, sapper cadre had poor capabilities, UWe neither
provided regular training on sapper tactics for sapper, infantry forces, and
other branches, nor attached importance to the reconnaissence task,

Sapper forces development was weak and limited on our battlefields, ,
They accomplished the missions essigned by higher echelons, but failed to fulfil.
the combat requirements prescribed by the campaign strategy during phests: of the-
General Offensive and Uprising. The basic reason was that we did not fully
understand the Party's military policy and guidelines, The fact was proven by
the following three points,

4, Reasons :

((First)): We did not properly evaluete the capabilities of the sapperx
forces or fully understand their role, missions, requirements, and operational
methods during the General Offensive and Uprising,

((Second)): We did not thoroughly underatand the basic eoneibtl and
principles of sapper tactics, or make the best use of thenm,
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((Third)): We did not improve the sapper branch in all aspects, or
make everyone from lower to higher levels understand the ({(command)) channel,
or provide guidance for all activities. The weak development of guerrilla
warfare was one of the factors which limited the growth of the local movement
at the lower levels,

in spite of these shortcomings, sapper forces had great capabilities,
From the above
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possibilities, we drew the following conclusions:

We were able to conduct continuous attacks by applying sapper tactics,

Sapper forces were qualified to coordinate attacks with other branches 5
in the campaign or launch independent sapper campaigns., o

Sapper forces were able to attack all targets throughout the three
strategic areas, on land or on the waterways,

Guerrilla warfare created favorable conditions for development of
sapper attacks at the lower levels,
Part Two:

ROLE, MISSION, REQUIREMENTS, AND
COMBAT PROCEDURES OF SAPPER ((FORCES)) IN THE FUTURE

I. ROLE OF SAPPER ((FORCES)) DURING THE PHASE OF THE GENERAL OFFENSIVE AND
UPRISING:

1. Since Mau Than Tet((1968)), the enemy has shifted completely to the
defensive and carried out the "clear and hold" strategy, the rural pacification
plan, and the "Vietnamization" program as follows:

The enemy intensively defended cities, bases, and important communica-
tion routes on the battlefields, especially on the main battlefields, He also
strengthened fortifications, destroyed terrain, and conducted fierce attacks
against bordering and intermediary areas.

The enemy consolidated district towns and sub-sectors and developed
military posts in rural areas, especially in the Nam BS Lowland areas. In
coordination with pacification and sweep operations, the enemy developed the
People's Self-Defense Force, encroached on our ((VC)) liberated areas, and
occupled essential rural areas,

The enemy intensified the defense of concentration points and key
positions along the border, and increased air, artillery, and Special Forces
activities in an attempt to deplete our forces and prevent our attacks,

A number of bases were turned over to the Puppet Army, The Puppet
forces replaced the US forces to hold defensive positions or to conduct sweep
operations, This tactic was adopted to keep US personnel losses at a minimum,
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In his defensive system, the enemy relied on strengths such as solid
fortifications, large mobile forces, strong firepower, and fierce air and
artillery support, IHowever, the basic enemy weaknesses were that his troops'
morale was low, his forces were widely dispersed, and his strategic deployment
had many gaps which increased when expanded.

2, The increasing igeffectiveness of the strategic enemy defense system
will adversely affect his defensive systems in rural and mountainous areas in
the future,

4
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3, We have shifted to the new phase of strategic offensive by launching one
attack wave after another throughout all three strategic areas and coordinating
the climaxing phase with the ordinary phase. We are taking the initiative,
However, our ((combat)) activities were unequally developed, guerrilla warfare
was weakly developed, all forces were not adequately strengthened, and combat
@fficiency was unsatisfactory. Armed and political forces in the cities were
aot strong enough and our major forces confronted great difficulties in attack-
ing deep into rear enemy areas, etc ... ({(sic)), For these reasons, the military
attacks were not launched strongly and continuously to meet the strategic requi-
rements of the new phase,

4, The quick development of sapper forces and the proper application of
sapper tactics on all battlefields of JERE Shires dputepic Aveas ark twd tf :bhe
strategic measures which had important significance. The strategic role of
sapper forces has become more important each day for the following reasons:

a, The sapper branch has been used as both a combat and a strategic
force. It implemented the strategic missions of the campaign and the military
and political tasks assigned by the Party during the phase of the General
Offensive and Uprising.

b. The sapper branch was newly activated and well trained. It perform-
ed the Party's military programs by fighting and defeating larger forces with g
smaller ones, It inflicted heavy casualties on the enemy while suffering small
losses. It also helped to conduct fierce, long term strategic attacks,

¢. Because of their outstanding characteristics, strong firepower, high

combat efficiency, specialized techniques, and tactics, the sapper and special
action branches were able to fight enemy forces throughout the three strategic
areas and attack the strategic enemy defensive systems, especjally in critical
areas, They were qualified to conduct attacks against all. defensive enemy
fortifications and the areas where large ((VC)) infantry and artillery units

met difficulties in combat or the small ones failed to use sapper tactics.

These facts demonstrate that sapper tactics are one of the most effective tac-
tigs in the areas where the enemy conducts his 'clear and hold" operations.

d. Sapper attacks launched in coordination with guerrilla activitiaes
enable us to destruct Regional and Popular Force posts and to annihilate pacifica-
tion personnel, tyrants, and oppressive forces at the lower levels. They also
create favorable conditions for the people to rise up and smash the enemy conti~i,
liberate rural areas, and frustrate the eneny pacification plan andiﬁthth"'n
namization progran. s
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I1. EUTURE HISSICHS AL REQUIRLSWUSHIS OF THE SAFPER BRANCH.

1  Common missions and requirements:
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Based on the enemy and friendly situation, and one of the military
nissions prescribed in COSVI Resolution 9, the sapper branch must:

Try te develop strengths, overcome weaknesses, increase the activation
of sapper units among the three types of forces, and transform the sapper force
into a well trained branch. It must adopt sapper tactics to launch continuous
attacks in the three strategic areas and gain increasing success, During the
great offensive phase and during regular activities, it must destroy or deplete
much of the enemy potential (especially high ranking persounel), war facilities,
and materiel depots, eliminate pacification persoanei in the rural areas to
frustrate the enemy "clear and hold" plan and pacification program, It will
defeat the enemy in his attempt to Vietnamize the war. The other mission of
the sapper branch is to coordinate action with various political aand diplomatic
struggles to gain greater future victories.

In order to understand the above mission, we must master the following
six requirements:

& Louneh attacks apel st various US and Puppet key agencies in the
cities, province capitals, and district seats in order to kill many high ranking
enemy personnel and ringleaders, paralyze the enemy leadership, and instigate
the people to rise up to create coaditions for our military and poliitical forces
to attack the enemy rear

b. Attack enemy military bases and storage facilities to destroy the
enemy war facilities, fuel dumps, aad all other reserve materials, thus causing
difficulties for the strategic enemy lngistical services.

€ Attack the %key ele.y positions, especially his command posts, logis-
tical bases, and important elemeats, and combine with other armed forces to foil
the enemy plan during each campaign or activity phase,

d ittack district seats, sub-sectors, and posts manned by Regional
and Lopular Forces, and annihilate pacification personnel and tyrants, in
coordination witi the political struggle and military proselyting activities,
Expand the liberated rural areas in lowland and mountainous areas to defeat
the enemy pacification strategy in rural areas,

®. Launch attacks against important bridges and warships on rivers
and ia harbors. <Cut stretegic elemy communication lines and seize control of
them Inr “ong veriwls

{ Jaile fighting, activate more sapper units among the three types
of Lroops throughout the three strategic areas in order to increase attacks and
galn great victories,

2  Combat missions and objectives to be attacked by each type of sapper
forces.




We have three types of sapper forces: The sapper force subordinate
to main force troops ((sapper units of various divisions and regiments, includ-
ing independent regiments)); those that belong to the local forces (including
sapper units of various regions, sub-regions, cities, province capitals, district
seats and districts); and those of the guerrilla and secret self-defense guerrilla
force,
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Depending on the nature of their activities, sapper forces can also be
listed in three other categories: Mobile sappers; sappers in charge of district
seats, ((enemy)) rear bases, and communication lines, and infra-structure sappers,

When assigning missions and objectives to each type of 8apper, we must
rely on the nature of activity, capability, organization, and the fighting ability
of each ((sapper)) unit to determine its responsibility,

a. Sapper elements belonging to main force units:

Sapper units belonging to divisicns and regimente are to destroy
enemy command posts of regiment, brigade, and battalion tevels. attack the
alternate enemy defensive concentration points, bases, objectives in the district
Seats, etc ,,, ((sic)), In some areas, they will aliso attack training centers,
district séats,.sub-sectors, posts defended by members of Regional and Popular
Forces, and destroy pacification personnel and tyrants to support our armed
forces and local force units to expand ((liberated)) areas.

b, District seat, base, and communication warfare sapper units,

Mobile sapper units oﬂftowns and cities must hold the area of opera-
tions to destroy high level enemy installations in inner-city areas, such as
key agencies of the Puppet Army and Government, key US agencies, quarters, the
embassy, training centers, technical centers, command posts, Regional Force Units,
and police stations, etc ,,. ((sic))., We must coordinate activities to destroy
the vital enemy forces and material facilities to create favorable conditions
to annihilate tyrants ((GVN officials)), break the oppressive enemy control of
the population, and gain control of low level installations, Sapper and mobile
sapper units in towns and district seats are to destroy key objectives inside
and outside of province capitals and district seats, such as organizations of the
Puppet Army and Government at province and distric: levels, They are to annihi-
late pacification personnel and tyrants, coordinate activities with secret
guerrilla and self-defense uaits to support the people's uprisings to destroy
tyrants, brealk the oppressive enemy control of the population, and gain controtl
of low level installations,

Sapper units assigned to hold the base areas are to maintain constant
contact with enemy airports, storage facilities, and other military bases to
destroy his war equipment, his strategic resources, and his vital forces, They
must also coordinate with local foree units to destroy pacification personnel,
tyrants, break the oppressive enemy control of the population, and masintain a
firm control of the springboard areas. ,

Sapper units in charge of communication lines are to destroy bridges
on important strategic lines of communication, They must also attack boats,
especially large ones moving on strategic waterways, Attacks should also be
launched against enemy storage facilities which support the war of aggression,



c. Local sapper units:

Region and sub-region sappsr units are to attack ((enemy)})
military bases, storage facilities, objectives in province capitals, district
seats, training centers, US and Puppet division, brigade, and regimental command
posts, and concentrations of troops in the field. They must destroy bridges and
attack warships moving on rivers within their areas of operations. They must
also attack district seats; sub-sectors, Regional Force posts, destroy pacifi-
cation persomnel and tyrants, and coordinate with other armed forces to
accomplish their military tasks in each area and activity phase.
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The province sapper units are to attack military bases in the
province including airports, command posts, artillery positions, bridges, and
boats on rivers, etc... ({sic)}. They are to attack district towns, sub-sectors,
posts of Repional and Popular Forces, kill tyrants and pacification personmel.
In coordination with other armed forces; they will support the people to kill
enemy tyrants, break the oppressive control; and expand liberated areas.

The district sapper units are in charge of attacking Regional and
Popular Force posts, killing tyrants and pacification persomel etc,.. {{sic));
fulfilling the main role in sapper attacks conducted by guerrillas; and, in
coordination with other armed forces, supporting the people's uprising to break
the oppressive enemy control and expand our liberated areas, '

d. The guerrilla sapper units are to attack posts, kill tyrants and
pacification personnel, etc... {({sic))., In coordination with the guerrilla
forces, they will support the people's uprising to destrov strategic hamlets,
break the oppressive enery control; and seize nower, -Tha raar sapper and
guerrilla forces coordinate with other armed forces to defeat enemy sweep
operations and move to the front to fight the enemy according to their capabilities,

IIT., GUIDELINES:

The sapper branch should fully understand the following combat guldelines
during the General foensive and Uprising:

1. Take the initiative to attack the enemy continuously during activity
phases and during regular activities.

2, Use a small force to attack a larger enemy force and try to fight the
enemy from a position of strength.

3. Maintain close coordination between the three types of farces and N
coordinate with various local armed forces throughout the three strategic areas.

4. Maintain close coordination with the political and military préselyﬁihé.
struggles,

5. Maintain close coordination during small, medium, large, and repeated
attacks,

Q. The performance of combat missions and the strengthening of forces must
go together to expand the achievements gained.




Part 3: '

I. COMBAT LEADERSHIP:

1, We must fully understand the principles of combat leadership for the
sapper branch, : ' .

The sapper combat method is one of the best combat methods of our
army. It allows us use a small but ekedlfyl force to defeat a large force.
We launch surprise attacks and deepr vhruits at gaps in the enemy defense and
gain very great achievements, The sapper force 1s a particularly agiﬂiﬁlrforce.
It is in charge of fulfilling 211 strategic missions of every campaign. So, the
sapper method and sapper force have the following characteristics: '
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1. Thne sarsa» tsebies oan he applied by only one person against the
enemy defensive [orce.

2. Use small forces to attack large forces., With a small number of well
trained soldiers equipped with light and compact weapons, we can kill many enemy
soldiers while sustaining few casualties,

3. Scatter our force to conduct separate and daring attacks. Attack
strategically important and vulnerabls enamy positions,

i« The sapper tactics are improved guerrilla tacties. Therefore,
our three types of forces ard the people can conduct sapper attacks. The
sapper's method of attack has heen widely disseminated among the people,

Following are some of the principle combat guidelines of the_sépper
branch:

1. Take the initiative to conduct continuous attacks against the
enemy,

Use strong force and conduct sudden attacks against the eneny when
he is weak and carsless,

2. Use a small force to attack a large force, With our brave spirit,
courage, resourcefulness, creative tactics, and w21l trained combat skills, ws
are able to defeat an enemy who is technically stronger than we,

3. Patiently stay close to the people, maintain contact with the enemy,
and hold the area of activity to execute deep thrusts and attack the strategically
important enemy positions and gaps,

4. Secretly penetrate enemy positions. Conduct surprise attacks from
the inner perimeter and coordinate with outside Fforces to destroy the main
objectives and paralyze the enemy, Fight independently and take the initiative,

E. Coordinate annihilating attacks with attacks against enemy inner
defense perimeters, Kill as many enemy soldiers as possible and minimize
our casualties,

6. Make full ((combat)) preparations and plan carefully to ensure
success. Always take advantage of opportunities to attack the enemy .

11
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7. Conduct isolated and combined attacks in close coordination with the

three types of forces, Closely coordinate political struggles with nilitary and
troop proselyting activities,

8. Attack the enemy while strengthening our forces, The more we attack,
the more successful we will be,

2, Operational procedures of sapper forces on the battlefields during
attack phases and campaigns,
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The leadership of the sappéer units must take the initiative and attack
the enemy in the immediate future; conduct wide scale attacks -thnpughout the -
three strategic areas, especially in the lowland battlefield of ian 50, fringe
areas, and core city areas; launch repeated attacks against US and Puppet bases
and storage facilities; increase attacks against posts and kill pacification
personnel and tyrants, etc .., ((sic)), During climaxing agbivety .
phases, we should maintain our offensive position and intens
activities,

ify_bﬁfhmilitary

The guidance of sapper units on the battlefield is extremely important.
It must be provided in a proper and flexible manner, Furthermore, operational
procedures must be consistent with the characteristics and capabilities of each
area,

Generally speaking, operational procedures of the sapper unit are to
coordinate large and small attacks with medium, large, repeated, and continuous
attacks, Conduct isolated attacks along with military and troop proselyting
activities to support the people's movements,

The following tactics will be specifically adopted:
a, On the main battlefield:

Sapper units of independent E ((Regiment)) must emphasize small and
medium attacks, If conditions permit, they should launch as many big attacks -
as possible during each phase. They should also coordinate the political .
struggle with ({(enemy)) troop proselyting activities to support the sapper and
guerrilla warfare movements in local areas.

Sapper units in sub-regions should conduct small and medium attacks,
They should adopt the tactic of conducting small attacks to gain great victories
and confuse the enemy,

They should conduct as many independent attacks as possible during
each phase and during ((climexing)) phases and normal phases to support district
and village sapper activities and strengthen their forces,

District sapper units and village sapper guerrilla forces, especially
sapper guerrilla forces in fringe areas, must emphasize small attacks, They
should coordinate with village guerrilla activities to launch corrtinuous attecks
against the enemy, support the people to rise up and kill tyrants, disrupt the
((GVN)) administrative grip, and seize control of the population,
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Sapper and special action units in the core city areas should conduct
small attacks against the enemy to confuse him, They should attack as many ob jec-
tives as possible during each phase, They should coordinate the attacks with
sabotage activities during each phase and combine with guerrillae to support the
people, break the ((GVN)) oppressive control, kill tyrants, and gain control,

Sapper units in various areas should regularly conduct military
activities, initiate people's movements, patiently stay close to the people, and
maintain close contact with the enemy, They should hold the area of dctivity to
launch small, medium, and continuous attacks against enemy bases before conduct-
ing large and independent attacks in coordination with other army branchaes,
During the campaigns of big raids against cities, they should develop sapper
tactics on the main battlefields; launch small, medium, and large attacks against
important enemy objectives, inflict heavy losses and seriously demoralize him to
create favorable conditions for other armed forces to accomplish their missions,
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b, Lowland battlefields:

Sapper units of military regions and of a number of main force units
must conduct sma!l attacks “#o - confuse “the enemy., They should attack the
enemy and step up the sapper movements in local areas.

They must use small attacks to gain great victories, as adopted by
district sapper and guerrilla forces. They should also apply the sapper tactics
adopted by province capitals and district seats of using each squad, cell, or
person to coordinate with the guerrilla units at low levels ((hamlets and
villages))., They should also conduct the three-pronged attack ((military,
political, and troop proselyting)) to motivate the people, kill tyrants, break
the oppressive enemy control, frustrate his pacification program, enlarge the
((liberated)) areas, and seize control of the population at low levels,

During combined campaigns, we should coordinate with sapper forces
at various levels, efipecially district and village sapper forces, and congsider
province and region sapper units as the key forces to conduct raids against
different areas and attack many objectives at once ((sic)). We should combine
small, medium, and large attacks with repeated and continuous attacks in a
fixed time to accomplish our mission.

¢. In the mountainous hattlefields:

Emphasize small and medium attacks, If conditionfﬁi#ﬁttg~province
and region sapper forces should conduct large combined attacks during the campaigns
or activity phases launched by the local area,

We should use the methods to conduct small attacks as applied by
province capital and district seat sapper forces and sappers and guerrillas
operating in fringe areas, and coordinate guerrilla and secret guerrilla units
with self-defense forces in order to step up the guerrilla movement in the enemy
rear,

The basic problems in applying operational procedures are to attack
the enemy on the battlefields, have a strong area of activity, hold important
military and political objectives, fully understand the purpose and significance
of campaign and activity phases, realize our own mission, rapidly make combat
preparations, promptly consolidate troops after each battle, and be ready to
receive new missions,

13



CDEC Doc Log No, 02-1002-71

4

3. Comrade Tho made a complete report on sapper tactics, so I will bhly
add a few necessary points here:

a. Strongest point of sapper tactics: When the enemy shifted to a
strategic defense, his defensive position was vulnerable and his: '
morale low, Therefore, no matter how he takes preventive measures against
our sapper tacties, he cannot overcome the shortcomings and vulnerabilities
in his defense system, I emphasize the following two basic shortcomings:

1. The outer defensive system is strong but the inner perimeter
is loose, Enemy gaps increased with the depth of the defensive system,
especially in core city areas, province capitals, and district seats, In
the future, when the US troops withdraw, the defense systems in local, lowland,
end mountainous areas will become weak and vulnerable, Guerrilla and
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local forces will have many favorable conditions to increase sapper.a;tickl.
in enemy controlled areas such as the core city areas, fringe areas, province
capitals, and district seats in rural areas.

2, In a large position, the enemy defense is protected by mobile
forces and is forced into a blocking position, The enemy had many gaps
because of his poor fighting spirit, subjectivism, and the poor combat capabi-
lities of his troops and elements of his defense force. If we properly assess
the situation in enemy controlled areas and know how to create favorable
conditions to increase his vulnerabilities, our sapper units can launch conti-
nuous attacks against his large bases,

We must be aware of the enemy shortcomings to take appropriate
measures to overcome him,

1. In enemy areas, there are a number of posts and fortifica-
tions which were constructed by the French ((during the Resistance)) and L
camps of ((GVN)) Special Forces located along the border with strong fortifica-
tions on the outer and inner perimeters, The enemy relied on these strong P
points, but his troops' morale weakened, If we properly reconnoiter the terrain,
make careful combat preparations, study anpropriate methods of attacking the
inner perimeter, and destroy our main objectives at the very beginning, we can
rapidly demoralize his troops and overrun his position, : :
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2, Normally the enemy was in each key position, or coordinated
his force in a blocking position with a concentration of force on the outside
when the blocking force was attacked by our sappers, It can quickly recover
1ts power and the outside force provides reinforcements rapidly. If we deal
heavy blows to the enemy in key positions, adopt diversionary tactics and
attack the enemy on the outside, or attack the inner and outer perimeters at
the same time, we can destroy theserenemy strong points,

3. In & big defensive system, the enemy usually sends his
Special Forces or armored force outside to detect and intercept our troops,
This caused us difficulties when we reconnoitered the terrain of approached
his posts, But if we flexibly apply diversionary tactics, maintain absolute
secrecy, use appropriate methods to approach the enemy, and maintain contact
with him, we can overcome these difficulties,.

The assessment of enemy strengths and yeskassiing. St he
realistic, but we should not judge the enemy only by appearance., we must .

make an accurate estimation of his strength, understand his operating proce-
dures, and find all his vulnerabilities, .

Basic sapper tactics require bravery, resourcefulness,
and creativeness, Sappers have coordinated between combat tactics and techni-
queg; and telied on the development of people's warfare, the support -of the
people, and favorable terrain features. If we develop our strong points to.
the utmost degree and strive to increase enemy shortecomings, our sappers will
be able to infiltrate and attack any objective, If some areas, we succesded
In conducting sapper attacks, Iowever, many areas failed to accomplish their
tasks,

b. We should fully understand sapper tactics and improve the combat
capablilities of our cadre and sappers,

The purpose of sapper tactics is to use a small force to attack
a large force and conduct surprise attacks against the perimeter of the enemy
defense iIn order to paralyze him at the beginning of the attack and strongly
develop our power to transform the enemy positions of absolute strength into
our strong points,
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Sapper tactics also help us kill many enemy soldiers and minimize
our casualties. One sapper agent can eliminate dozeng of enemy soldiers.

Drawing from some recent uses of sapper tactics, some methods
of attack are:

First method: Develop the combat formation into "multiple
arrows omtward”, like a blossom inside the enemy perimeter,

Second method: Coordinate the attack launched from the enemy inner
perimeter and the attack launched from his outer perimeter,

Third method: ((Furtively infiltrate the enemy defansive area))
to conduct an attack against him from within the defense barrier.

We have gtill another method of attack commonly used by special
action units camouflaged as people with ((RVN)) legal status. It ((the
special action unit)) can approach to attack and then withdraw from an
important objective. This method will not be discussed at thig time.

The first method is better than the second, However, the
principles of sapper tactics are followed by these two methods of attack
((sic)), The method of secretly penetrating sisieifim ) oK ias Mo ldy wipes
and then withdrawing, which has been used to attack storage facilities and
boats, also follows the above principles. If we cannot execute deep thrusts
due to special conditions caused by the enemy or by our poor tactical knowledge,
we can still use the third method when we are certain of victory. Sapper units
should not consider this a normal method, but a special onme. They should not
use the method of attack from the enemy outer perimeter. The other forces,
from guerrillas to mwain forces, can practice this method by trying to penee
trate'the interior of an enemy base and then developing their combat formation
to attack the enemy. The method of attack by firing artillery ghells not
from artillery tubes, but by burying the charge in ﬂ;&Plsﬁand then detonating
it, is reserved for artillery units. Sapper units should not uge this method,

You must know how tes deploy a combat formation for sapper tactics.
One spearhead element of a tactftal combat formation can be compoged of the
following cells or units: B

1. A penetrating or deep thrust cell or unit.
2. One or two cells or units defending the middie line,

\ _ :
3. A cell having the responsibility forvremoving}all objectives
before executing a deep thrust into the main target, and then defending
the breach, ' ’

This is a perfect combat formation for each spearhead element.

It ghould be applied in accordance with the specific situation.
In a small attack, only the first and third elements are used.

All cadre and soldiers should be trained in the ideology ((sic)),
principles, and methods of operation of sapper tactics. ,
The principle of sapper tactics is "to use our small force to
attack the enemy large force; to conduct aggressive and strong attacks
‘against enemy vulnerabilities to exterminate him completely and scientifically.”

I T
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The principles of sapper tactics are contained in the following
main pointa:

1. Know all enemy methods of operations, his shortcomings, and
vulnerabilities.

2, Use a small force to attack a large force; concentrate the
main force in the main direction ((of attack)); and use a well trained force
to attack the strategically important enemy points,
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3. Maintain secrecy and the surprise factor from beginning to end.
4. Conduct well prepared attacks to insure victory.
5. Conduct attacks quickly, aggressively, and according to the
plans of attack to paralyze the enemy from the beginning and prevent him from

recuperating.

6. Conduct deep thrusts and strong attacks against the enemy
vulnerabilities to destroy him,

We should fully understand the following main pointa:

l, Penetrate the enemy inner perimeter to conduct surprise attacks
against him in coordination with attacks against his outer perimater by a
strong unit, o

2, Use many spearhead elements to conduct simultaneous attacks
from various directions to destroy the enemy and paralyze him from the first
moment .

3, Penetrate deeply to eplit the eanemy force. Conduct a swift
attack in coordination with a search operation to annihilate him.

4. Conduct containing and diversionary attacks.

You must train sapper cadre and soldiers in the following combat
qualities:

Accuracy and completeness. This means that they oust assess the
enemy by audio and visual observations and actual touch ({sic)).

Aggressiveneas, readiness, initiative, and resourcefulness.
Courage and coordination,
¢, Command:

The attack against the enemy inner perimeter is the most important
phase of attack. Therefore, the command of this attack phase should be
strengthened. The commander of a spearhead element should be present with
the deep thrust cell or the cell defending the middle line to control and lead
them during combat. The assistant commander should be present on the outer
perimeter to direct the cells responsible for opening and defending the breach,



and to solve all problems of the rear line. The same regulations should be
observed when the attack is conducted by a battalion. There should be
coordination between the force penetrating the enemy inner perimeter and the
force operating on his outer perimeter, and between the command of the two
forces. The commo-liaison betweer Spearhest elements of the battalion
((participating in the attack)) should be properly handled. During large
scale attacks conducted by two or more battalions, or in attacks conducted
with other army branches, the command becomes more intricate. The fundamental
requirement is to have good commo-liaieon, and a command close to every
spearhead element, especially thogse which operate in the main direction.

The command is also very iamportant during the withdrawal phase.
The plan of specific coordination should be worked out, and the in-place
command should be increased ((sic)). Cadre of higher echelons should be
present and close to each spearhead element so that they can help their members
clear the Dbattlefield, and evacuate wounded and dead soldiers.

d. Coordinated attacks by sapper and other army branches.

We have not made a report on these tactics because we have not had
much experience with them., However,
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a sapper force is able to conduct attacks in coordination with infantry or
artillery.

We must conduct coordinated attacks with other army branches in
the immediate future. Only then can we increase our effactiveness and completely
annihilate the enemy, control the battlefield, and destroy his large bases.

When conducting coordinated attacks with other army branches,
sapper forces must apply their own tactics, Army branches must waintain secrecy
and the surprise factor for the sapper forces. They must work out a coordi-
nation plan, meticulously prepare the coordinated attack, provide close \
leadership, and pay close attention to the signal and liaison tasks.

4, We ghould strive to train more of our forces in sapper technigues.

The sapper techniques not only serve our tactical purpose but, if perfected,
and if the sappers know how to study their targets quickly, accurately, and
sustain their attacks, can also be uselsuccessfully against any target. The
sapper techniques consist of the techniques of disguise, cutting fences,
penetration, and use of weapons, etc... ({sic)). The most important techniques
are those concerning penetration and reconnaissance. The techniques of
destroying bridges and attacking ships on the rivers are algo extremely important.
The concept of the sappers is closely connected with the maintenance of secrecy.
1f wa fail to maintain secrecy, we will not be able to use sapper tactics.

While training our soldiers in sapper tactics, we should pay attention
to the training of penetration techniques, especially penetration for
reconnaissance missions, We should conduct training for cadre and soldiers to
make them understand these tactics and work out appropriate plans to apply them.
We should also improve their combat capabilities to destroy bridges and attack
ships on the rivers, and widely disseminate these tactics to cadre and soldiers.
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Along with tactical training, we should study the problem of
providing equipment to our sapper forces in accordance with the current
situation. We should equip them with explosive charges, shaped charge hand
grenades, and bangalore torpedoes. Sappers must also be determined to
seize enemy weapons to attack him during each battle.

In order to ensure the performance of the sapper task in the
immediate future, we should improve our capabilities to conduct attacks
in coordination with infantry and artillery. We should improve our cowbat
capabilities to attack strategic bases, posts, and district seats, etc...
((sic)). We should study methods for each target, coordination of sapper
forces with infantry and artillery, methods of attack and withdrawal, and
the command of attacks against the inner perimeter. We should also study
methods of attack from within the inner perimeter; how to hold an ememy
base, in deep areas; the use of forces; and the method of attacking posts
and Jestroying pacification teams in rural areas.

II ((eic)). LEADERSHIP

1. The development of sapper forces within the three types
of forces, especially lower echelon sapper forces, is an urgent problem,
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We should transform sapper forces into strong combat units
with a high degree of combat skills in order to accomplish combat and
strategic missions in campaigns and during the General Offensive and Uprising
phases.

While carryihg out this mission, we should understand the
following guidelines:

1. Emphasize increasing the quality and quantity of our
forces in areas where we have favorable conditions,

2. We should develop sapper forces in the militia, guerrilla,
and local main forces at the same time we develop sapper forces in 8SWN,
We should develop sapper forces in the cities to hold enemy basges and
attack communication lines. We must pay attention to the development of
mobile sapper forces.

3. We should consider the improvement of political and
ideological attitudes as one of our main tasks and pay attention to
improving our tactical and technical skills.

4. Stress individual training and development of small
detachmenta.
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5. We should train our three types of forces and army
branches in sapper tactics.. :

2, Specific regquirements of each type of force:

a. Sapper forces of main force units.

. We should reorganize and improve the combat effictency
of the sapper forces of regiments and divisions so that they can attack key
targets during campaigns and accomplish their combat missions. A number
of units ((unspecified)) should improve the method of motivating and
organizing the people, disseminate the experiences gained in attacks on
pacification teams, the killing of tyrants, and breaking of the enemy
oppressive contrcl to support local movements.

In conjunction with the strengthening of our available
units in all fields, we should develop the sapper forces which are in
charge of holding enemy bases and attacking communication lines and those
which operate in the cities, province capitals, and district seats. In
areas where conditions permit, we should pay attention to the development
of our in-place forces, especially sapper forces at low levels {((hamlets
and villages)) and wards, etc... ((sic)). We should activate sapper forces
specialized in operations against enemy bases using the compartmentalization
system. We should make a careful plan for the activation and carry it out
quickly, We can use in-place forces with forces assigned from higher echelons
to form a sapper forces system to hold enemy bases throughout the three
areas ((mountains, lowlands and towns))., These units must be light, compaet,
well trained, and closely coordinated with each other.

In addition to reorganizing available umits, the
sapper forces in charge of attacking communication lines, bridges, and ships
must rapidly develop their forces in areas of emphasis, and the Mekong
Delta battlefields to hold strategic rivers, communication lines, and
important bridges.
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c., Sapper unit subordinate to local forces:

Sapper units subordinate to local forces must emphasize
strengthening forces, combat activities, and improvement of their capability.
They must be qualified for attacks on enemy bases, depots, objectives
located in the province capitals, district seats, and sub-sgectors.

District sapper units must be sure that there are one
to two "sapper" platoons in each district, as prescribed. The district
sapper force must engage in both combat and training for the sapper force
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of the guerrilla force to become a key element in the movement of attacking
the enemy in local areas using sapper tactics,

d. The sapper units of the guerilla force: Sapper
soldiers will be recruited from guerilla units in accordance with the
development of the guerrilla force,

Ensure that there are from two sapper cells to one
sapper squad in each village. Training in sapper techniques and tactics
must be provided for them. Make sure that the sapper force is qualified
to destroy posts defended by enemy Regional and Popular Forces and knows
how to make weapons to attack the enemy,

In the future, 1f we develop the sapper force of the
guerrilla units and train guerrillac o sapper tactics, the combat effi.
clency of militis and guerrilla forces wdill inoresse, the guerrilla ferce and
its sapper rorce wili become ss:z.uit forces in local areas, and we wili defeat
the enemy rural pacification plan.

d. To intensify the adoption of sapper tactics, especially
the training in sapper techniques of the three types of troops and wilitary
branches, is the responsibility not only of the infantry units and various
military branches, but also of the sapper branch, Consequently, the sapper
force command committees at all levels must have plans of instruction in
sapper tactics. L

By our determination, we will be sure to reach the
requirements and have a strong sapper force in the three types of forces
in the three strategic areas and stay close to the enemy and the critical
objectives of the enemy on land and water. Infantry units and the military
branches, will be trained in sapper tactics, the combat capability of the
sapper branch in particular, and of our army in general.

- 3. To perform the task and fulfill the above requirements,
the key problems are to strengthen the cadre of military branches, improve
anu develop training schools, conduct training courses for ((sic)) from
higher echelons to the lowest echelons, and to encourage the study of
((sapper tactics)). The development of people's associations and the
development of .bases in stepping stone areas is alsgo egsential,.

I111. PARTY, POLITICAL, AND IDEOLOGICAL TASKS:

l. In the future development of the sapper branch, the development of
Party, ideological, and political tasks pPlay a decisive role.
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The Party, ideological, and political tasks of the sapper branch
are:

Strive to train cadre and soldiers, develop the sapper brahchea
into a well trained branch, and fulfill the requirements as preseribed by
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Chairman Ho:
Adoption of sapper tactics must be flexible.
Acquaintance must be made with ((combai)) techniques’,
Morale must be stable.
Discipline must be strict.
Determination to win and destroy the enemy must be strong.
Be loyal to the Party and to the people.
Accomplish all missions and overcome any difficulties.
2." For succeasful performance of the above tasks we must:

a. - Increase political indoctrinstion and provide ideological
guidance. Provide training on basic political problems and information |
on the situation and mission in each new phase to make cadre and scldiérs
understand the policy and guidelines of the Party and the missions and
reaniremerts of the branch. On this basis, the ((sapper)) branch must
be iwbusd ith the concepts of defeating the enemy, being patient, and
maintzining the determination to win overall victory.

b. Educate cadre and soldiers in the branches to undbrstand the
policy, tactical guidelines, principles, and combat plan of sabpers,
Instill absolute faith in sapper tactics among the sapper cadre’ and soldiers,
so that sapper tactics will be properly adopted.

¢. We must step up the establishment of "Four-Good-Quality"
Party Chapters and the development of Party ({(members)) in the branch.
Increase training for Party members; strengthen ideological attitudes
toward“the classes; raise the vanguard role of the Party members and cadre;
uphold the role of the leadership of the Party Chapters in strengthening

forces and in combat.

d. We must develop the cadre in the branch, especially the
sapper cadre in local areas and cadre of low level units, and meet the
requirements for strengthening the force. ' -

d. In addition to the above tasks, guidance should be provided
for the implementation of the policy toward wounded and dead soldiers, -
and the security task. OStress the civilian proselyting tasks, especially"
the Party, political, and ideological tasks of local sapper forces and
guerrillas,

3. Some problems to be emphesized in the performance of the political
tasks of sappers in combat:
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a. Make cadre and soldiers thoroughly understand the requirements
of the campaign and of each attack; properly assess the enemy and friendly
- #iltustions; fully understand the tactical principles and comocat plans
of the sapper units; heighten their determination during camba*: and m-%e
them control themselves to eliminate confusion during combat, and rightist
and passive attitudes. ‘
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b, Emphasize the political tasks during sapper tactics especially
during such important phases asreconnoitering the terrain, attacking inside
the enemy areas, and withdrawing.

£ ¢. Political tasks in an attack using sapper tactics must be
carefully and specifieally prepared. Ideological difficulties in each
phase, and diffieculties in organization, combat exercises, and other
weaknesses should be anticipated and sclved to ensure better results from
the attack.

d. The key factors of the political and ideological tasks
during sapper attacks are to uphold the leadership of the Party Chapter,
of each Party member and cadre, and the key role of Group members, to
indoctrinate the people to be vigilant and responsible in the performance
of the combat tasks of the unit. )

IV. STRENGTHENING THE LEADERSHIP OF THE SAPPER BRANCH:

To perform the combat tasks and the development of force, the strengthen~
ing of leadership of the sapper branch is significant. Attention should
be given to the following problems:

1. Make cadre and soldiers in the branch understand the great
capability of the branch, the important strategic role of the branch in
the General Uprising amd Offensive phase, and the mission, requirements,
and future activity plan. Make them enthusiastic in strengthening the
branch and in the performance of tasks assigned by the Party.

2. Strengthen and perfect the command committees of the sapper forces
at all levels, especially the Sapper Force Command Committee of the
SVNIA and sapper force staffs of regions and sub-regions.

Determine the mission and responsibility of each level. We must
improve our organization, collective leadership, and reporting procedures
from higher to lower levels. Turn the sapper force command committees at
all levels into effective staff agencies of the Party Committee and
commznd committees at all levels.

3. Make the military Party committees and command committees at all
levels realize the capabilities and the missions of the sapper force, and
the main and secondary obJectives to be attacked by the sapper force.
Make them fully understand the guidelines, basic ideological problems,
and strategic principles of the sapper force in order to make plans for
proper use and development of the sapper force during each battle and
campalgn.

4. Increase the leadership of the Party committees at each level
to develop the sapper branch. Make them fully understand the capabilities
of the sapper forces. Develop the sapper force of the guerrilla forces.
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There must be close coordination between the sapper force and the guerrilla
warfare movement to defeat the enemy pacification plan and the Viethamization
plan.
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5. After the conference closes, the following tasks must be
understood and implemented.

1, Stress the development of forces, especlally the development
of the sapper force in local areas and in the guerrilla forces.

" 2., Make cadre and soldiers fully understand the problems discussed
at this conference, and the tactical principles and combat techniques
adopted by the sapper force. Improve their knowledge of combat tacties
and techniques. Strengthen command committees at all levels. Study and
prepare plans o solve the great problems whiech were mentioned in the
conference.

Dear Comrades,

Our conference of all military branches is very significant to the
future development of the sapper force. We must make all military branches
recognize the capability and the role of the sapper force during General
Uprising and Offensive phases. They must understand the missions,
gaidelines, and tactical principles adopted by the sapper force, and the
nature of the leadership task of the branch. Being provided with the
sound and close leadership of the Central Military Affairs Party Committee,
the warm support of the people, and the support of the other armed forces,
the sapper branch will successfully accomplish its missions, obtain greater
future achievements, develop the combat tactiecs adopted by the sapper
force of our people and army, contribute to the development of the military
art of our Party and the art of invincible people's warfare,






