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DATE 
PRESIDENT THIRU AD. '·f':SS~S NATIONAL AS~E:':IB~: .- -- - " -6-9"8" .( - •• ... /t;/d. 
Sai gon Domest io Service in Vl.tnRme •• 0245 O~~6 __ 0_c_t __ ~ __ -,. 

[Speech by Preside nt Thi.u before a JOint •••• ion of the Republic of V1etnam Nat10nal 

Ass embly on nat ional situation, and pollcles--one hour 15 minutes, live) 

rrext] Mr Chaiman ot the Senate, Mr Chairman at the Lowe r House .• Messrs senators 

and deputies, gentlemen, and compatriots. today I am veTJ happy to have agaln the 

opportun1ty to expound a number at national pr?blea. to your gentlemen and compatriot •• 

First , in the pas t f e w weeks a number of proble •• concerning our country attracted 

specia l attention 1n the country as we ll as abroad: Por instance r the withdrawal 

of .ll led troops, cea se -tire in accordance with one f ormula Or another, breakthrough 

of the PariS conference. Spmc ot the se problem.s were inspired by correct views. and 

others by antiwar , defeatist, of faked-peace views. As victims ot communist aggression. 

we Vietnamesc people must express our Views. We Jlust help public opinion in tt,e world 

and 1n allied countrios cultivate correct views and underst.nd our position. As 

tor us, With the executive and legislative powers, who are responsible before our 

country . we must deter.ino a d1rection and help our people and the world see it clearly_ 

This is the goal of my talk to you and the compatriots today. on this platform . 

Gentlemen and compatriots, betore speaking of a breakthrough tor the Par~8 conference, 

pc.ce rcsto rat i on, cease-fire, armistice, good will for peace of one slde, or stubborn 

attitude of the other side, we must recall, diSCUSS, and analyze a number o f event'. 

The Parts conference 80 far has lasted 17 months, with 36 sess10ns. We and our 

allie s have advanced from discontinuing the bombings ·or part ot the northern terrItory 

to stopping the bombings against the entire northern territor.y. Now, we have pertorae4 

a Signif icant reduction ot allied troops in Vietnam. 

We and the allies have advanced many important solutions and initiatives, such as 

mine on 25 March 1969. that ot the U.S. President on 14 May 1969. and then mine on 

1 July 1969 with the goal of calling on the other side to hold aerious discussions 

.in order to advance toward ending ~he war and restoring peace. This is not to mention 

that every week. at the Paria conference. we have proposed a concrete subject tor 

discussion. 

Thr91.1gh these Bolutlons and initiatives, we and the allies have renounced no toraulas 

to step up the conrerence~"to~war(i i;rc)gress:' -such as holding secret talks with the 

other side's so-called NFLSV without imposing conditions, calling upon it to partiCipate 

,1n democratio elections 1n the spirit of national reconciliation and unity, discussing 

"WIth the other side the ele'ctoral course and procedures, hold1ng talks W1th the 

llort ~er;1 a<imin1stration 1n order to unity the country, readily discussing with the 

north the ostablishment of economio and oultural relationl with it, ana readily 

discu61J 1ng with 1:' ~ver'7thing. inoluding itl own propolall and lolutions . 
, . 

, .. .' 

Eve ryone mUlt stil.l : ··'"'\l j',o",ber that we and the alliel agreed to atop the bo.bing ot 

part of the north,,· V' ) t " 'j other aiae would appropr1ated.17 d.· •• o.lat. the war 

and advance toward HI,~r ', ~ ,S ·talk.· ~ 
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The other side did not r •• pon~ to us, 'ollowing thll, we an~ the allleo .toppe~ 
bombing the entiro north. on~ the other .1~e promlse~ to .top shelling •• n~ to 
seriously talk directly w~th the Rapublio of Vietnam. Onoa agaln, tha other .i~. 
did not respon~ to us , [aa heard 1 

On the other han~. the other .i~e . only put forth it. 10 point •• oompelling u. to 
hold discussions on the boob of these 10 polnt. an~ refu.lng to disous. any other 
formula put forth by anyone. . The other sid~ also put forth two precondit10ns-­
unccnditiona l , unilateral U.S. retreat an~ overthrow of tha constitutional Republio 
of V~ctna:n Oov.rnme.nt--on~ has .tubbornly mainta1ne~ these two preCOndition. : Exoept 
for the co~unist.s and the defeatists a~vocating 8urren~er, I think no onA else in the 
world fall. to reoognize that it is the ·oommunist. who have otubbornly pro.ecuted 
thAir aggross1cn. retusing ~o onter into d18cu8.1on. oonduoive to the ~.torat10n ot 
pca ~H~ . 

/ 
L~t. me make it clear that the communists Just stall at the Pari. conference table, 
walting tor un to make 00nce&s10ns and rAfus1ng t.o enter into d1scussions. It 11 not 
trun that they haVA held d1sGcussions with our side and, in the courBe ot these 
d,j.scussions. havn ancountarEld a stalemata. Therefore, it i8 erroneous to characterize 
the talks an sta:tematec1. It mu"t bB bluntly st~k tod that the communists have refUsed 
to hold talk •• . rt i. obvious that the communist,aide oame to Pari. mainly to carr7 
out. PI'O paganda , save the north from be1ng bOmbOd, and., thereby. consolidate and. 
maintain the roal· bane ot 1ts aggrftHsion. It did not come to Paria for peace talks. 

\'If! and our ::lll:f.6S 11a ve pOinted out · that we are willing to ~1&ouss any issues which the 
oth~l" side wanta to put. torth for d1souf'slon. We and our al11es haVA reiterated tMI 
36 tj.mes at ~. l::" th(t past. 36 aesRions ot the- Paris e~n.t'arence. " WP,I and our al11es have 
pnt .fo-rth ono conorete issue after anothor--namely. the problema ot troop withdrawal 
and pl'isonf'rs of \lar, and 80 forth .... -which we have oalled on th9 communist side to 
d :J.SCU8r.. But the cOm!nunists have refused to d1ucuaa these 18suea. 

WP. have advnca t ttd . ..r.nt.er1ng into diaou8s10ns with open ~r:!~8.L ~~t;h. ~ plJRce-10v1ng 
DP:trit . and with a national conoiliation and grcat national so:;'ida~Hy .. spirit in 
order to achiove an early end to the ~ar. provided that the oom~unists agree to 
hold discuHsions. TOday, we r01tarate Our goodwill and our appeal in the aame spirit. 

Nan.y people, many groups, and broad sogmont;s ot publie opinion at ho~e and abroad 
h2vc talked. ~~u.~ . jl .!l.casE;t1.rc .. ... We takf'! t:hls opportunity to re1tp.ra te t hat wo are "­
rC!ady to di:icUSS nllY 1sGuos. Includ:1ng ......... the cp.aGcf:lr.e problem, with the other side , 

.prov.ldcd that j .t rca),ly w~nts to end the war by p,n tp. l-lng into seriou s d:1.scuss1"n. 
But :t also ttl.!·.:" the opportun~.ty to rcit~rate that. b~fore ettr.ct1ng a ceaset'irl"t in 
ol"dp.r to a~tually ,end tho war. i t 1s necessary to discuss thfl prr)cedu7,es fo"!:" 
d~ff'oct::t ng a ceasetiro. and not to unconditionally cease t1re, than discuss the 
precedures. 

It is our sf;;md to diGOUSS and discuss seriousl.y any issuos with a goodwill tor 
cndj.ng the war. As tar as our gOOdwill tor poaoe 18 oonnerned, attF.:r 25 March. when 

' r (l grC I~d to ho'j d g~Crct ta1kLwith the com'JIu[)13t or5tan1za.t.12n.J:.a.lJ&d the 'NPL$V .. 
everyonA beJ.:l.eved that moo proposal woul~ break the 8o-oallM deadlock of the Paris 
oonference. Evel-yano' recog~ized .that the whole world, inc1.u.d1ng tho.e per8or~lit1e •• 
neutral nations, and individuals who had doubto~ Our goo~will becau.e ot oratt7 
co~unist propaganda. unan1mo~.17 weloo~e~ Vietnam ' . l ' J~17 propo.e~ .ol~ tion and 
peaoe initiative. • . :~... . .: ·.·f ;~', 
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So:'lt) people even accused mO ot going too tar 1n demonstrating our goodw111. The 
U.S. Pres1dent himselt openly recognized that the Republic ot Vietnam'. peacetul 
solution represents. most generous solution which·· is unprecedented in the history 
ot the \oI3r. The U.S. President al&o assortod that we have dono evorything we could . _ ,. 
and should 1n ordor to proceed toward peace, and that it 1s tho othor side's tum to ~ _'-'''.4~~: : ... ~ 
rc:-pond, otherwise 1 t must boar full respons1bl11 ty tor ' the Buttering and mourning' .~ , .... ; :0" r " ", 

which the V1etnaM.e people in both parts ot the country have endured _0 long becaul. 
ot the co~~uni.t .ide. Everyone agreed ·with thi_ statement becau.e it i. rational. 

Apa rt trom ~e .tubborn attitude di.played by the communist a in Pari •• we must cite 
their warlike acts in Vietnam. - Since early 1969. the enem1 has carried out an average 
ut l,4@Q i.'.@ni UP mQr§ UI.h m9nth, ijalt gf ~h9 num~r Of \h~.e actign, ~re 
shellings directed against ·oivil1ans. and 10 perctiHt iri te~fOriit 8f murdEf6UI 
acts. Since car11 1969. the co~unistl have unleashed lix lo-called ortenalve wav •• , 
trom spring through autumn. Thoy are .expecte, to unleash en.uing ffrrenlive wave_ 
during tho forthooming winter. 

... .. 
. r • 

'J ., : . , 

I , 

I 
I , 
i 
I . , 
i 
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I 

( S1nco early 1969. 2.998 ciVilians have been murdered or kidnaped b1 the communi.tl. 
( This figure excludes the 7,482 other civ1lian. wounde4 3S a result at communist 

sholling. and torroris:n in all torms. In 1968. the comtnunists killed 11.697 civil1anl. 

(
kidnaped 927. and wounded )0.002 other.. The total number ot communist-intlicted 
civilian casualties over the p ... t 2 years amounted to 62.179. 

I have Just cited the actions showing the communists' laok ot goodwill and their 
cr~es. Lot those who still dream of a co~~unist paradise, thos8--primarlly Vietname.e._ 
who still defend the national enemy and de~and that the government further demon&tra~ 
its goodw1ll, those ·.."ho demand that an unoonditional ceasefire be effected before 

-d1scussing peace in order to alleged17 break the deadlock. those who still dream or 
a Il s tatus quo· solution and advocate divid1ng zones of control, turning. central 
~Vietnam into a butfer zone, or ceding to the communists a capital a~d a seaport in 
.order to achieve peace, and those who have praised and venerated people who are 
guilty betore the tatherland and who have ' massacred Vietnamese and turned Vietna", into .. 
a lackey, a slave of the international · communist aggressors, listen to my words and 
ponder over the facts and. statistical data which 1. have Just cited. Specitically. the 

\Vietnamese living 10 the security, freedom, and democraoy built upon the bone I and 
, blood ot the combatants and oompatriots in .the"tree SQuth. 

1 "Those who have contended that .the communists have de-e,.alated the hostilities becaule 
, they have reduced the intensity ot their activities in the recent past and that the 
r" · ·r~""d . . - ' .... ~commun1Bts have reduced the level ot -infiltration bo~ause they have goodwill ,tor 
! ~ .end1ng their aggress1on--those tao ta, I think, on11 shOll that the communists have been 
I ,-unable to do othorw;1.se ... 1ntended to ' use these taot~ ~o deceive tl,:-,emselvea and other. 

aand,to cover up , their oowardly, defeatist ~hought8. These people have, gone ,0 tar 
""as to attr1bute to the conununiat. a good, reputation Which the7 definitely do not hav •• 

, . 

, . , , . ' . I .· to 4.1 
I said that the communists could do nothing better in .the matter or infiltration trom . . 

~.:"' ~ '- ' .. ~ ,: . ' :.. ~, 

., ! . , 

. the north ,'bocaulOe it we "had' not' cont1tlu'cd' to ' deitrOY ' thei.r intil tra·tio;" route'. ' running";' ''' - :'''- , ... ,.: 

. through :thO borders. or 'it 'the .. north had not beco",.' exhauateci aa ·. reault or ' ito " - '" ."." , ,' . ... . 

.t.10-year-long aggre •• ion ':";"i ,as ''' , resul t or ·aerioul.al .. raida, the CO_unlit.· wolild ' :. " 
ocertainly have Qontinuad' 'IIM:l.r .. inrll.trat1Dnl .ven at a h1ghe .. lnal • 

. ,:. ;~ ... ;; ·:,'.iK: <: . "". " • .• ,:.·.,.·.·.·~.'.·i~~'.'.'.·,.;.:.·.',.·,.·.·,: ... ·.·.,.r.,.·.:.: ... ~'.·;'· 
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I sa1d the commun1sts could do noth1ng better 1n tha matter of inore •• ing the intensity 
of the1r m111ta ry act1vity in the south. The very eas11y understandable reason 1s that 
'We ha ve inoreasingly extended our control over almost all the territory and. resources, 
whereas the c ommunists have sustained too serious looses. Therefore, they could in .' 
no way mai nt a 1n torever the aame level~ and 1ntensity at mi11tary aot1v1ty as they had 
1n pre v10us years, The enemy lost 213,705 men in 1968 and 151.870 men s1nce early 1969, 

" 

Throughhh1s six wa ves ot weak, soattered attaoks., the enemy haa sustained an average 

· .' 

. " 

\ , 

• < 

, , , .1 · , 
'\ ~ . ,. 

, 
" 

weekly cas ualt y toll of 2,000 to 5,000 men or an average month~y toll of 13 ,000 to •. : • '. <1 . , 
2. ,000 mOno TnQ pvpr aso ( ?monthly) number of returnees has increased to ,,800, R1ght •• n 
thousand enemy inl r as tructure aadl'08 1181'8 eUminAted in 1968. 'I'M nUmber of Gnomy 
1nfrastructure cadres eliminated during tho f1rst 9 months ot this year amounted ~o 
26 ,000: 

.... 

., 
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As I ha ve just sa1d, the commun1st-inflioted civ111an casualti.a amounted to 62.000. 

· ." . ,,-i 
Ha ve the c onununists ever shown their good will, stopped the massacre de people, and ~:: •........ t.I~.,.'., •. ~41,·,·"~ 
de~e8 ca lated the wa r to put an end to all Butfering tor the country 8ince they aat ~ , . '\. 
in on t he so .. ca lled peace bpgotiations at the Paris conterence? Conversely, because ' ".! '. 
of the deterioration of their oombat potentialities and. with their remnant torces .:' ,.'j~ . 

· .', ,~ ,I 
rema1ning 1n s afe ty on Laot1an and Cambodian territor1e., they have planned to conserye ' . ,'1 • 

the1r s t r ength th1s year and to create an impression thattthey have de-escalated the :;' '. ",j" 
war so t hat t he U.S. Government will be press\lred into vithdrawina more troops atld. then , : . ~ 1 .. 
1n 1970, w1t h the U,S, 1nternal s1tlll'tion oonfront1ng many ditf1culti.s, they v111 :")', 
devote a ll the ir forces to intensifying ' the war to obtain some po11tical conoessions at' .;:" ' ~': : .","~:,~ •...• 
the confe rence table. ," 1 ". " .. .'. ~ .... 

,~. 

I say that , more than anyone else, the communists are aware that they will be unable to .. ~',: 
become m1litarily stronger, but they., however. expect that we and our al11es will become ~""'. 1.; 
sp1r1tua lly weake r and 1mpatient, thus allow1ng them t .o score great political victories .. , : d I 

at the oonference table 1nstead of seek1ng to ach1eve some mil1tary feats oll::thb ' .:. ,!., 
battlefield. Expect1ng some favor from the commun1sts, a number of oommun1st-fear1ng, t 
safe:ty-seek1ng de feat1sts have encouraged them to. stubbornly prolong their aggress10n ~'.. ' 
and massacre . The Vietnamese defeatisttl :; muat t.; be ranked tirst among these people. :', '.. ) 

Gentlemen and compatriots, what I have Just expounded 1s aimed at denounoing once again 
before publ1c op1n10n at home and abroad that the very author ot the so-cUled dead l ock . 

. • .!­
. j 

of the Paris confe r e nce 1s none other than the communists who, due to 
~ve r e f used to hold ser10u. talks because they expect that ' with time 
great po11tical successes w1thout sacrif1cing the1r blood and bones, 

their .tubbornne8~ . 

thaT will ach1"ve,~ 

' .... y 

, ~ ~ 
f.\. ~ l' 

f . 

I ent 1re l y r eject the erroneous remark by anJone and trom anywhere according to which ' 
the prese nt Re public of V1etnam Government io thl!cma1n hindrance to peaca. Those vho 
have made t h1s remark have willfully or 1nadvertently ~ent a hand to the commUni.t., 
because t hey have shown a defeatist, submiSSive spirit ·and want to lead , all South 

. , 

.}~ , .. , 
· • 1. 

V1etnamese people along the defeatist, sllbm1 .. 1vo· path.' ." ..... '" _ •.. .• 
· .',. t.' · J' 
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~ nss~rt that I \iill no 'V .. r ,,('ce~t. a solution or. conl1tlon government or the discussion 

of a soluti.on r e lateod to In nd p: l1·t1t. ~ . on. The communists must not expect that their 

1llos:~cRl demand tor the replacement ot the prosent· oonstitutional, legal government 

to end the Vietnam war--a demand which they hold out a. a peace bait to entire U.S. and 

world opin10n--will become true. The South Vietnamese people '. selt-determination r1ght 

and South Vietnam's territor1al integr1ty are not two thing. over which to bargain • 

I ask everyone to be vigilant against the communist aggressors' plot everywhere to 

hinder the tree world~s assistance 'by chasing the allied troops from the country so 

, , 

that they can freely car,ry out their aggression, overthrow the people's legal admin1.ltrat1on ; 

and replnce 1t immed1ately vith a communist administration, or aet up a coalition 

administration before moving gradually toward an entirely communist adnini&trat10n. 

I also call on the peoples and governments at allied countries not to sacrifice blood 

and bone s in this South Vietnam by tolerating the communists' stubbornness and encouraslnc ' 

them to carryon the so-called war of attrition and their fighting-whi~e-negotiating 

strategy and to oontinue the war aocording to their strategy. 

You , gentlemen , and us, we should not allow the commun1sts to remain stubborn, stalling 

am wait1ng for pressure to mount .and create more difticulties in our internal ranks 

or betwee n you and us, which might weaken the potentials of not only one nation, but ot 

the frce world as a whole. Our Republic ot Vietnam is certain not to surrender to the -., 

communists. Our Republic of Vietnam makes it unequ1vooally clear that after repeatedly 

showing our goodwill tor peace, after taking countless concrete. conciliatory actions, 

faced with the stubborpnes. displayed by the communist aggre •• or& on the battlefIeld ' 

and at the conference table, aM atter 17 months ot so-called peace talka., we have on17 

one alternative, that of continuing ,to fight to proteo,t our 1ndependenoe', freedom, and 

democracy . 

I think that if our free world also adopts a clearcut, unan1mous ,attitude and take. 

concrete act Ions to compel the communists to adopt a olearcut attitude and take concrete 

actions, the commuriists will oertainly have to comply; Only ·then Vill , there be hope for : 

an early end to the hostilities and for the early restoration of poace in this part of 

the country. What the free wor~d ,is lacking is not the means, but ·a resolve 1n the 

taoe ot the communist aggressorS- stubbornness. 

Gentlemen and· c.ompatriots, I have ;just aaid that we ahall not surrender to the communist., 

nor shall we alloW the communists to win In the south: - I have -aliio "o&1d that to ' achien 

an earlY ~···Just. and . genuine ·peace, ·we ·muSt ··continue to tight. 
\ 

Ve struggle for peace and for promptly restor1ng peace. In order to achieve this, we 

oust be the first to endeavor more than anyone else ~o make sacrifices, en~ure, and 

,, ' shoulder our own appropl>late responsibil1ties--mil1tat-y, economic, ,.nd social responsib1l1t1.' , 

In short , we must do everything our Vietnamese people can do, before we ask tor fordgn 

aid., When this aid i& noedod, we DlWlt also bear in .,ind that it i. designed to help 
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linen I 8ald that our Vi,etna .. eoe people must shoulder our own burden and. responslbll1tl .. , 
•· .. '·" .. I lIIl!.n't"' tlla"t \Ie '1II\f!ft"NI'dll'od "t'ti6"'bll'J'den .iii1 -r~'.potiBllillftlea ot our" alliOs, and tirst 

ot all, we must ' reduce tho burden ln lilood' 'ar\<!' 'b'ori .. -·tor" the 'U: S ; people and ~radu.ll7. 
reduce the U.S. tlnanclal ald. This has been wnl1n~l;y approved b;y us, and we muat 
succeed 1n dol~ th1S, I want' to reaasert to the U.S. people and ~oyernment that 
we want thls to be so. IIhen speakl~ ot the blood-and-bone burden and respon.ibl11tl •• 
I want to diseus8 with you, sontlemen, With th& Vietnamese compatriots, and also Wlth · 
the U.S. people, the proble .. ot the Vietnamese , armed torces' replacement ot the 
U.S. armed torces. 

For over a year now, I have realized that ma1nta1nin& a tremendousl, sreat m111tar1 
fjt'rength in a l'elutlvely lon,; WDr for the U. S. people--although the daily l09a~s on 
our side are 1.n,1!:n:tficant. compared with those· of the cOnllDunlsta--has lnfl'Jenced 
a t8W i n ternal problems 'right 1n the United States, due to war expend!tures.' While 
Vie t nam has been !jteady politioally and the Vietnamese' armed' forces have developo!d 
and become efficient, while we have &radullll,. ~a;f,ned the ln1t1at:lve and the cOIrJT\l11l1ltl 
have 'Decome incl'easingly weaker, and while w( hnVft reaalned the control of a «reat 
part of the r'llrCiJ lireas, I have myself advocated &raduall;y replaeln.& the al11ed. 
arrf!t~d forces and, first ot all, the U.S. armed torces. 

in 1969, there have bee~ noteworthy troop replacement waves. TodBY, I assert that 
111 the coru,nl!> day. I w111 con 'tlnue to carry out th1'. polic;y. Althou~h the Pres1dent 
of the Unaed State. agreed wl th ... tha t follollll".g the 1969 troop re~uction "aves, 
the two gQverruttcnts, .in the comj.ng troop "'live", would baSE: therll5el \"e4 more on t he 
two following polj,c,; i es- ... the prO&reS8 uf the Pd.r.18 conference and the cOI.':'D',uni ~ t;l! 

'guOdw:!.J.l I(lr ae- eacalatirl! the w"8.r--than that of d~veloprnel~t of the armea. toree~ ot 
the Republ10 of Vi.tnall'., I sUll do not believe that the comllmn!.t. wUl. have &oodWl11, 
,j,!, we and. tne linlted Statea do not appropx'iotel;y use our force to compel th'" t o 
have it. 

Conversely, in order to help the U.S. Oovernment in ita internal p~bl~m8 and red~oe ' 
t.h<.l U.S. ptlople 'B burden, we are detl!lrmin"d. to replace the rua.1o.r1ty ot the U.S. 
ccmbot un1t~ in 1970. We can "Gaume this ~1th ou~ capabi lities. Our Vletnaceoe 

" 

" 

, , 

pe(')ple can accompl1.s h this technically and in t ime ., It' the U. S. people and l!';o,·e!"NDent '· 
Sincerely prl)vlde u:; with vigorous aid 1n all fields--$\\ch a8 aupplylr.g us \i1~h 
quar i.;erll'..a5 tor 1 t (HI\S, mill tary equipment. weapons, and. anvnuni tiora, '1ncreaslr4 a t d 

',', 
• t~ • 

fur ou'(' ratloral defense budp;et, helping us develop qur econo~~ a¥ ftOelety with an 
aeCUl'ate plan. and an approJ,.ll~iate tlnletable. the replacement of troops i n 1970 and. 
the s1 .... ccecd~ng yeups , ot which I" spoke about, wH,l ' be materia lized. But we P\1,,6t 

, " 

ar.sert that, concerning what; we caMot yet Mc.comvllsh nor have th6 abl11,ty to accomplish. 
nor have tim.e · t\~ accompl1sh, the Vietnamese p~op18 will conc1nue to del11a nd t nat . '\ 
the U.S. p~opl~ and Governrn~nt , ke~p help1nll ,US drlve back ~ggr •• sj,un and pre- teet , 
f1'cedom 1n South Vletnam. 

Tt'.~ edsent:tal th.lng is that the free wo."t:'ld, primarily our U.S. ally, sh(Juld not a'~ndon 
Vl.etnam to the baUo.5 of the eommun:!.::;t btperla:li,t at;tressors. So ) 1'f15 as t h~ 
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I v15h to reiterate that we should not oont'ulle two matters which are completely 
dif ferent in prinoiple and in oon.equencc: the mutual withdrawal ot all al11ed troops 
ar.d all oo~~unists troop. and cadre. to the north in cortormity with a solution which 
~nds the war and gua~antees peace, and the gradual replacement ot U,S, ·t,oopa by the 
Republio of Vi~tnam'. troopa acoording to our capabilities in a .ituation where1n 
co~~un15t aggr~ssion oontinues • 

J ,\ , 

Troop r eplacement is an internal problem ot the allied nation., Ve have mutually Lgreed 
not to encourage the communist. to wait negatively in Pari. tor the day when the allied 
troops are totally and unoonditionally withdrawn, 

" 

I also wish to .tress that the ·U.S, troop cutback in Vietnam must be ooupled with the 
corresponding growth--I repeat. corresponding growth--ot the Repub110 ot V1etnam armed 
forces, ~o that the cutbacks will not bo detr1mental to our terr1tor1al secur1t7, to the 
flne ~chlev.ments whlch w • . have Gcored in many years in tha pac1tioation and construct1on 
fl.ld at the oost of the alli.s' bloOd and bone •• and to the d1reot .eourity ot the 
allled remalning on the battleground, 

Gentlemen and compatriots, trom my expose, you may see olealy that we do not have many 
choice. . We have the only path to tollow--tak1ng the initiative in a v101ent and protraoted 
struggle--if w. do not want this country and peopl • . to tall into the oommun1.t yoke. . , ' 

I am sure that you g.ntlemen and all southern people do not want to remain idle. watching 
the ()ommun1sts dec1de our fate. So, lie must str1ve to create ')by ourselves a strength 
ca pable of reSisting the communist aggressors tor an indetinite period ot t1me. Th1a 
strength can really exist only when we advance trom shoulder1ng more responsib1l1ties 
in all respects to achieving selt-reliance and .elf-strengthening through our coUntry'. 
existing capacity or gradually developed capabili\1e. and mean •• along with the a •• 1atanc. 
of all fri.ndly countries wh10h sinoerely ' help ua toll this path. 

Along with such a policy of selt-reliant economy. we must"pay attent10n to nourish1ng 
and developing the nationa11st sp1rit among the ma •••• and tra1ning a new generation 
which will inherit from us the task of defending our country. ' Theretore. in the tuture. 
while cont1nu1ng to bu11d demooraoy. conso11date national deten.e. develop the army and 
the people's armed torces and the paoif1cation and con.truct10n program. and improve the 
administration trom the central level down to the v1l1age and hamlet level. the gov.rnMDt·· 
will focus its ettorts on my .001al reform program by develop~ng eoonomy •• 001al 
welfare, culture, and education. ---

. ' 

. \. 

In the economic and .oo1al fields. my policy consist. ot building a ma.s cap1talist , .' - . "-
economy. This 'accounts for the faot that in the recent pa.t all our effort. have been ' ". , .. 
focused on carrying out two main programs, making the m ••••• ,owner. ~t their property. ~ 

and protect1ng the purchasing power or the people with tixed inoome 1n the tao. ot 
prico disturbanc·es. • "' 

In the near tuture. there will bs no ch'nge in .conomic policy. whioh is to oontinua 
build1ng a mass cap1talist economy, However. all ettort. w11l be directed ~ow~rd tha 
obJect1ve of achiev1ng sel!-rel~ance. In my op1n1on, selt-rellance does not mean 
comploto econom1c independonoe. because th1. i. only an illusion tor our Vi.tnam whioh 
d008 not have thO' neoelsary raw mate~ia,la •• nerD. and a4vano.d t.ohn1qu... " 
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For us, selt-~e11anoe means maximum development ot $ur existing produotive capaoity 
in ordor to gradually .atis~· our n •• d •• . •• pe·o1a1l7 in . tood. and later to .xport tho 
exceS8 to increaso our oapital 1n foreign currenol' •• With these forelgn OUDrenclel, 
vo will lmport part ot tho staple goods whioh our industry cannot produce, 

' • •. }. " t 

~.' ' . .".: 
'f . J. 

, , 
.,,1' ~'.:. , " · i , 

aontl~mon, tor U5. achieving eolf-rolianoe moana advanoing tovard a ba1anoe ot reca'lpt ·· 
and Qx.ptlnditurc s without rocourao to foro1gn aid. Nevertheless, tor an underdevelopod 
country at war like ours, tho pat.h towurd a complete coseation ot relianoe on toreign 

;3i<1.13 :Jtrewn w1th many sacrifioes und roquires unusual efforts and a prett, long period 
of tim. , Th1. 1> an und.~tBk1ng which wo cannot accompli.h 1n 2 to , year •• but 1t 
vl11 take a odore ot years to accomplish w1th cont1nuous ettort.. It 1. not tor tht. 
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reason that \/0 should not start this undertaking. 'J ., 

There tore • rlght now. we must thoroughly explo1t tho oountry" econom10 potential. ,"", ~ l: -/ 
and (lcvolop to th<> utmost the product10n oap.bil1tie. of tho nat10nal 1ndustry 10 that ' , , , . \ 
1n thc beginnill8 we can r .. tr1ot~ to the m1nimum our -,rel1ance on fore1gn aid and graduA1l7 .. "! 
in only a oertl1in minimum number ot t1eld •• we w1l1 exo.ed the oapabilitie. of our tin7 :, 
country, . , '.. " ). 

With yhis aim in mind. the government will give priority to developill8 .agriculture and . " 
fishill8 and Will encourage looal and foreign investment. in order to deve lop the national .' 
industry, W. are convinced that if we want to attain the objeotive ot developing to 
the maximum the cout;Ltry I 5 production capabilities. there is no o.ther appropr1ate method 
than the in1tiatives of private individual •• thereby allowing all people to part1cipate 
1n the ~ommQn development. 

In v1ew of th1s. the government v111 continue more strongly the making-people-¢wner~­
of-their-property programs which we have already started in the spirit of the m~. 
capitalist policy. The project ot making people owners of their prope~ty w11l be 
carried our oorreotly through agrarian reform programs which are being strongly undertaken. 
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The government will distribute all expropriated rioe tie lds • ricefield. bO\lght trom the ' t 
trench nationals. and rice tie Ids located in land resettlement centers aM refugee eamps e ' ; j 

'From 1961 through 1967. the government di&tr1buted only 16.800 llectares. But early in ' ,.j: . 
1968 , when the agrar1an reform program \(as accelerated, an additional 24,000 hectares ~ ~ 
IOIere ':alloted, " '.Int.l969·, t as of now, the government had distributed an aqditional 42.000 ' , 
hectares. and w111 allot about 70.000 hectares for th1. year. Thus. as ot the end of . !: 
this year. about '50.000 hectares in all w111 have become the property ot peasants nationwide. ': 

With the enormous efforts ot the government and with that trend ot progress, the prospeet 
of d1stributing the total number ot 150.000 heotares of expropriated land and land 
bought from the French nationals and some 120.000 heoparell<Uof re.ettlement and ret'Upe . 
camp land in 1970 1s a realizable thing. and the government vill achieve it. 

Now throughout the country there are about 800.000 tenant tarmer.. The government must 
turn the. m~Jority of them into landowners. 'The 'land ot the t1llers" policy. must b. 
thoroughly and absolutely 1mpl.mented~ The tenant tIIrmill8 'regime will be abolished, 
and wh.~ the "land of the t11lers~ draft law is, approv~d b1 tho National Assembly. there' 
will be 900.000 nectares more to d1.tributo .. to ~aaant •• : The government will endeavor 
to dlstribute about 500.000 heotares ,in tho next ' 2 year." :' 
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While distributing land, the gove rnment will not forget the servlces of our 
combatants who ara fighting to defend our country and Our functlonaries and cadre s 
who are dedicated to tultlll1no: the ir duties toward the country, Theretore. in the 
coming phase , to approprin.tflly reward. those who have made sacrlflces d.uring this war. 
the go vernm.nt will work out a pla~ to distribute land to armymen and functionariea 
and supply them wi.th tarming ,IT,(,ans, ' In addition to the land, to be d1Btributed under' 
tho "land to the t1l1er." progra ... 'the gov"rnment wiU have to d1etr'ibut& ; the . land . 
"h1ch Vill be reclaimed and prov1ded with irrig~tion canala, 

Along "1th paying at t ent10n to transforming ·peasants' .,l1fe. the government w111 pa7 '''~~' '' ' 
spe~13l attontion to the p~ogram of enriching workers, armymen, and funotionarl ••• 
Thus, the government will carry out B program ot sel11ng all the shares of the 
govc rnment ... owned companies .in ' several phases. In th~ first phase, which w111 
come 500n , the government wi~l sell a quantity of 6h~res ot the government-owned ' 
companios whioh are making a profit. The aale. ~n t~e installment system, ot · 
sco«;crs , cabs , and houses to worke·rzs ..,111 bo oarrled out by the reaponalble 
ministrie s simultanoous ly with tho sale, on tho inGt~11ment system, of houses to 
al'myr.lo n and functionarios. Also with tho aim of transforming the .0aaea, ' llte In 
m1nd , tho gov~ rnment w1l1 comploto tho roconot ruotlon ot thG areBa ravaged by the 
war during the M.u Th~n Tet by tho ond of 1970. 

Within tho framo work of the produot10n dovoloping plan, the government w111 pay 
speCial ntt~ntion to doveloping agriculture and fishery. The program on developmont 
of agriculture and fishery will lay speCial emphasis on producing more rico and fish 
in order' to supply the masse. with more nutritive food, In oompliance with this 

.. ' 

program . 1R rice w111 be produced 1,"n luffioient _ntity to sathty dOlleaUo consumption 
and put .an end 1'0 the importat1on .of foreign rice in 1971. 

. , 

. You gentlemen and compatriots know that in 1967 ,,; had to 1mport 750.000 tons of 
r1ce , although over 1 million peasants worked hard t o cultivate 2.200,000 hectares. 
It we continue to use l ocal seeds and traditional framing methoda, we will surely 
have to import a larger quantity of ·rlce in the coming years. In orde r to increase 
production output ~nd advance toward 6elt~auftic1ency, 1n 1968 the government carried 
out the plan on cultivation of IR-8 and IR-5 rice ... -two categories of rice having an 
average production level five tlmes h1gher. Thanks to encouraging results, the acreage 
unde r IR rice has been boosted from 40,000 hectares at the outset to 2CO,OOO hectare •• 
NO W, ove r 150,000 peasaGts throughout the country are engaging in the cultivation ot 
IR rice\ Thanks to this success, the volume of imported rice has been reduced b7 
half--from 674 .000 ton, l ast year to ,,0.000 tons thia year. With the progress 
of this program and with 500,000 heotares to be under IR rioe . next 7ear, we can 
affirm that imp'ortation of rice "ill be ' tem1nated in 1971, The program to improve 
farming methods , the tecltn1cal T8searoh taak, and the cadre training task, and to . I' .. rlt.. A-" 
supply peasants with farmlng me ans .is being carried out and iMproved a8 support ~or 
the oIR rice"p1ant ing program, Tho government · "ill pay special 'attention to the· means 
tor harvesting and storing rice tor the coming harvelt 10 that rice will be regular17 

.. \ ," l distril:uted throughout the Gountry~ 

Then COmes tho program tor dovelopment · of the animal hu.sbandry and fishing branche •• I 

Tho govGrnment has paid oonstant attention to the problem of tood and nutritive. 
t or tho pooplo, To improve nutrit1vea 'in da1l.ymeala. the production ot meat, nah. 
and eggs will b. booated through the an1llal huabandl'7 ~nd tilh1ng progr ... 

, '" ',,!; . '. ~ · i;..~· '.~' • : ... :.;; .....• ::::, .. '.",. 'j: ' -' 
, ': .! ,' .. , '.~:-' ...... ~ \.; '. .. Iii ., . 

';'~ . '.<. t,·.:~:.:·.·'.·,; .. :.~ ;'.:.'.!. '.>' .. ..... ; :., 'C ... :<.>" ', ' ','" .'(" ";',,: '. ',.', 
".~ -. :., f. 'f. .:J,: . . : .. : ,; .. ;, .. ', . ' .. 

, "':' • • '1. ., .- " . .. . . . ~ ~ ., ,: '~, •... ,~ •.....• . ~ '-: . (' '. 
. , , ".' ,~ ',' • t .';:-:'. 

:". '. '!. : .... / ; ,.(\~':~: ':, ' , 

. ' .~,;~', ,: ,;~:' , 

.' . 
.' . , , .. ' .. ... 

.' \- '.' 

• 

.. .... . 

f .. I 

! , 

,. 
· " f • ~ ,., . 

" ", 

.~. 

., 
'I' '. I , 

\ 

, " 

, i 

~i 
( 

.:' 

.' ,. 

· '. 

> 

t.': 
.' t 

l 
! ~ ~ 

., ; 

A .. · AJ 

• . ' 
• . . 
J 

,$ 4 W Ii t; i Ii 4' 
/, :.:~ i.. ., . . ~ . 

, '. • r J 
.. ;p;: 

.4.' .• ,. 



i 

I 
1 

.1 
; 1 
, I 
:j 
. , 
t 

1 

.1 

, i 

J 
.1 

j 
! , 

J 
j 
A , , 
j 
J 
l 
1 
I 
! 
! 
• 

. , 

"p !1 " " '0 .. ". h" !It 'd , , f! ,,' <' W ri 0: 

: 

-
II . 8 Oot 69 L 10 ., 
The year ly produc t ion value or the animal husbandry branch has increa.ed trom 14.5 
bill i on piaste r s in 1965 to SO.5 billion in 1968.1. The rearing ot pigs. chiokens, 
and ot he r domes tio an1mals 1s being aocelerated 1n order to ' lncreaa8 production b7 
20 to 30 perce nt in the next 2 year.. The proJeot. tor producing medicines tor 
domestic ani mal s and r~od5 tuffs, improv1ng breeds, and training peasants to raise 
anima l s are being Undertaken. 

, , 

\ , . 
· . 

~ j • ,. 
· .. ( .. 

. ,! ... ... 
• f.· • 

In the f ishing branch , the government advooates 1mpr9v1ng fishermen's li,.1n8 standard., '. ;"" .. 
boosting t he production of sea produot., and industrializing the tishing branch. .,.:-: :, ,"j ~ , 

_ , ., ' _ •. _ .The fishing program 18 be ing doveloped. Pishing production increased trcm 375,000 ;-.;' . ..' 
tong 1n 1905 to 410,000 tons 1n 1968. 

/ 

.' . 
The numbe r of fi shing boats alao increased trom 58,500 to 76.200 during the.e 3' yea .... . "' 
Enormous resources 1n fi s hing areas are gOing to be expl01ted on a large scale. 
They mi ght bring fi shermen nationwide remarkable income.. Our objective tor the 
next 2 year . i. to boos t ypa rly tishing production. We expect to catch a. many .1 
500 .000 tons of fish 1n 1971. 

.;l,' .... ' .' , 
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The proJoots tor equipping fiah1ng boata with eng1nos, perfeoting the network ot 
fish i ng do cks, i mproving fi shing teo.b.r1iq~o·." and training fishermen will also be 
thoroughly 1mpl emented. Existing or future fi shing cooperatives will be improved, 
guided , and aSSis t ed. Othe r proJe ots involving the development ot agrIculture and 
fishing , the organization ot :agl'icu'ltural and tish1ng credit. the proteetion and 
explO i tation of lumbt:;r, the improvement' ot peasant organizations, and the setting 
up of improved. agricultural cooperatives will also be carried out 1n order to 
cont r i but e t oward i ncroasiog production and improving the people's living standards. 

~. :. 
~ " . }, 

To develop t he national industry along with the development ot agriculture and fishing 
50 that these two branches may support each other, the government will make public 
and co rre ct ly i mpleme nt an Indu~trlal investment policy aimed at attracting the 
hearty response ot triendly countries 8S woll aa local industrialIsts. The investment . '1,:. 
policy t o be carried out by the government will be baaed on two prinCIples : encouraging 
private investment and protect ing the bourgeois business entorpriae. The government 
~111 partiCipate in economic activit1e. 1n order to develop 1ndustry etfectively 
without wast1ng our very l1mited foreign currencies. 

To impleme nt tlli' policy, thb government will, t1rst ot an.,· .ubmit to the National 
Assembly a rev1.ed a nd improved inve·.tment d·rart bill outlin1ng tax privilege •• 
guarantees. and other attraotive provisions in tavor ot foreign capItalists. The 
bill wil l al so simplify to a maximum all 1nvestment pro~edu~ •• , 
W1th s uch a rational investment law, the government hopes to attraot investment funds 
from looal and t oreign oapitalists. Nevertheless, the present situation does not 
permit us to l e ave the inve stment enterprise to private individuals 1 init1ative s. 
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Thus the part i c1pation by the government in economic aotivities W11l be very nece s .ary 
to avoid was te of all national resources. 

" ., ' :... . i .:-
. 't' . 

Th1s participation will be carr1ed out 1n two torms • . ' Pirat. we will guide private 
ind1vidual. in making i nvestments in priOr1ty-categor1zed industr1al branches 1n ordor 
to advance toward t he most tavorable national development wh1le avoiding wasting .~ 
national resources . In th1s phase, the 1ndustrial branohea 8pec~alizing in processing .,<. 
agricultural products, 1n support1ng the development ot agriculture and tishery. 
and i n yie lding p~oducts for export will bo 'devoloped ' on a priorit7 baais, and spec1al e 

i nve s t1r.ent ... wi l l be reserved tor these spheres. 'o' • ;. . ".' 
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The se c'ond ' torm"of participation is that "the governme nt Will directly allot fund. . , 
for the establishme nt of important basic industrial branches which require an advance'd . o ~, 

., techno),>gy and very groat capital boyond prlvA.te individual capab1lities. These •. ,u t-..: _ 

dire ct inve stments have not yet been materinlized tor, first of all, the completion, '. '.! t 
prior t o the e nd of 1971, of ' a f e rtilizer plant, on agricultural-machine plant, an4 , ', " .' 
a pulp plant for paper production, and fO,r 1ncreo01ng the production oapabilities 
of t hc . prczcnt enterpriGOB 1n ordor ' to meet the ' masses' inoreasing requirements in 
cement, SUS.u·. and so forth. I am convinced that the investmont polio;y, whioh I 
juot set forth, will correctly JIIee~ ~h. ,wishes of business oircle.'. . . ~ ~ . : 

',' .. . ). .... ... 
By +-he way, I also Wish to use th1s tribune ,to sincerely ,call for the cooperation . • , .... ' , 
of private individuals at home and abroad. W1th a clear-cut policy governed by " 
precise laws, I believo that businessmen's investments will encounter no diffioultl •• 
• .:d "ill be soundly guaranteed and favored • 

Apart from the goa l of satisfying the 1ndlvldu31 businessmen's capabilities, 1n 
j,.~t~riallz1ng these industrial investments, private individuals will also have the 
op~o rtunity to truly contr1bute toward building a prosperoua industr1al foundation 
!'Qr the country. Nevertheless, it 1S necessary' to recognize that many industrial , 
b:-:mches need enormous capital and that various vital industrial branches C,annot ' 
.tagnate . In these branohes , if private individual. cannot provide sufficient , 
capital, the government will be obliged to apply every 'measure 'to materialize .urgent :~'· 
~,'ojects by furnish1ng the total amount of the requ1red cap1tal, or by shar1ng 1t ", 
~·.ith private individuals ; -

De~r gent l eme n, I also wish to assert that the government does not intend to run 
a nw-1er of ent~-rprises in ' order to be , the only recipient of profits, but ,alms only at 
st:"'\!aml ln1. n~ the production ability and the improvement ot . our industrial branch; and . 
yhcn ravol'able operational circumstances permit, the enterprises in which the government 
has invested 1ts capital Will ' bo gradually transfe rred to private hold1ngs exploitat~on. 
1iith this development trend , we can believe in the future of our national industry. 
In addition to streamlining the present industrial foundation, the government will 
~o ahead wi th exploiting the kerosene re80urO~6 1n the Vietnam coastal areas; and 
phosphate mines . The government has started an 1nitial study in order ' to promptly 
engage in exploitation, In the tace of this fine prospect, many foreign companies 

,. 

have demanded that ' they be allowed to make investments, providing ' conditions which 
c.::'e very favorable for our governm:e~t. This project requires a long period of time; 
Conce rne d agencies are endeavoring to materialize this pr9Ject. Once available, these 
J ources of r aw materials not only can meet the demands in'the country, but Gan also 
".Je export ed in substantial Q,uantit,ies, and will .thus bring to our nation an appreoiable ' 
amount of foreign currency. 
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.t.!..:I..'ntion must also be paid to stor1ng essential commodIties. A network ot storage 
! .. l cil.l ri l~!. 101111 be set up oountrywide to eto"e essentiall oOJNllodltlea tor oonsumption 
tor at least n ~-month pertod. Necessary measures to assist armymen and civil servant. 
have been exeouted . The National Assembly itselt has not hesitated to approve expend i- " 

·tures ~ncunt1ng to 13 billion piasters per year to inorease the salaries of armymen, 
civil se~vants. and cadres. However, thin 1a but a measure which the gover~lent has 
reluctantly adopted to oope in time w1th the soar1ng ot prioes. In the tuture, many 

' more praetleal and effective measures will be oarried out. Firat, the government viii 
promptly complete a networlt: to s"ppl,)' low-oost oOllUlloditiel and will let up a publ10 
transportationn~twork · tD faoilitate the people~a movements and to reduce tarea. 

' /. 

.. 
" , - ,'" ... 
" " 

, . 

" - ,'-: ., . ." 

• 
, I 
! 

All children ot armymen and c1vil servant a will be adm1tted to tree public abhoola 1~ " '. -', J : 
their ability 1s not mediocre. It they are now attending private lohoola, the govern- ':.':'. I I " 
!)lent will seek appropr1ate measures to help reduoe their 'lohoU teea. The hIt a .. 1at-:", . " \ __ 
ance is the granting ot tree medical oare to ,aU armymen , and oivil .ervanta and their "",, : " " 

tamilies. .,: ,;:, ",,1'; 
All these immed1ate measures will help turther stabilize the lite ot armymen, civil : ,f:::-,, , ;- j , , 
servants , and cadres. :~,. t 

., ", "'j 
Gentlemen, these are the main point. ot the polioy tor impro?ing the people'l 
and develop1ng national economy to aohieve lett-Butt101enoy and ,elt-relianoe, 

lh.l1ho04 
." ',' r 

\- ~ ~ ' .. 
'. '.'{. 1 ! 

:" .f 

Economy, culture, and eduoation are always olosely related. Eoonomio development will 
5urely load to oultural and eduoat10nal development. Conv~rsely, oulture and eduoation 
play an important role 1n economy and soolal improvement. 'Moreover, we must not torget 
to plaoe oulture ard education within the tramework ot the present protracted Itruggl. 
and our nation's survival. 

r' t,' '._ , -., -", , 
, ' j 

So, the cultural and educational polioy mUlt be 'plaoed within the tramework ot the 
national salvation and reoonstruotion policy. I theretore advocate that our national 
culture must be preserved and developed 50 aa to develop warm patriotism in the Viet­
namese heart and to create a atro:'ng sen6e ot nationhood in everyone1a mind. 

" 

, ' 
To preserve and develop our national culture, we must, on the on,8 hand, restore the ,~ 

essences of our traditional cultUre and, on the other hand, create and encourage a nev " 
elite . In this connect1on, the government will earmark p~oper funds tor restoring 
histor1cal rulns# gather1ng and studying our ancestors' cultural heritage, revtving 
our classical songs, music, and theatre, and encouraging" supporting, and widel,. pop­
larizing the constructive masterpieces and research work. ot every department in the 
dire'ction of develop1ng our peoplels ohar!"oter. 
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With particular regard to the educat10nal tield, a tield with obvious and Itrong influence 
on social and economiC activities, I have held that the educational policy ot the 

, , 

Republic 01' Vietnam must be one of popular and pract1cal eduoatiO~. I think that educa­
t10n must belong to and serve everybody without g1ving privileges to any minority group 
1n society. Every Oitizen has the duty to actively contribute to the education under­
taking and the right to be educated at a bado level. Only by so dOing oan we achi.,'e 
educational equity and improve the people's intellectual st1ndard ~o as to improve 
soc1ety and etfeot1vely dofend the national oaUBe. Thi r- ,180 represents the applioation 
of democracy and egality through eduoation, In order to estab11sh popular eduoat1on, 
the government must enforee tree and compulsory elementary eduoat1on, liquidate illite­
racy, and develop Geoondary, university, and youth eduoation. Theae great undertakings 
call tor ample tund. to develop lohooll, equ1p thea with aateriala, and o~tain teacher. 
to meet their demands. -:. , , 
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The most i mporta nt point in the popular education policy 10 he need to create 
favorable conditions and surroundings for the people to become conscious of theIr 
dut y and actively participate in the educat10nAl undertak1ng. Theae cond1tions 
and surroundin&s are part ot the government's policy ot localizing education. 
Acco~ding t o this policy, power will be decentralized to aohieve a locally administered 
educational regime • . In the very near i-l.1ture, the t;overnment will set up educational ' 
zones and provincial services altmg wi th local educa tiona1 counc1ls so that :. the 

+ = 

: ..... , :" 

t 

people. the teachers, and the local authorities may have the opportunity to close11 
collaborate with one another 'and actively contribute to the real application or the I' H ' , -• • ~ .. ... .. , 

: .:. national edUcation;.l polic:." in their localitie., s~ that, on their part, the people 
will have an opportunity to vi&orously participate in the educational un1ertakinc 
by directly contributin~ their Gervice. or money or indirectly adminiotcrinc it. 

Another important point in my polic~ is that education must be direotcd toward 
practical purposes . This means that we .must associate , at any cost. these two 
educational obj ectives: Develop~.nt or individual tBcult1. ' and adaptation to the 

.. .. ,./-.. 

society. We canno t spend a great sum of mon,,. for I'!ducat1.,n \{!~hout pay1n& a.ttention .. /. 
to formint; a class of able people practically useful to e~onom1o develop~ent and . ',,' 
social improvement. To ach1£ ... e this obJec tlve, the app11cation of a n.ew program . 
in general education alo:n& ti1.e 11nos of community spirit at elementary level and in " 
the generalized direction at high school level has been underway for 60=C time in ~ 

'a number of p;lot schools.. With these new pro&rams and methods, pupils will be j' 

clearly awar e or t he ir loc.lities and the situation ot their lociety, and will 
.ac.i:uire practical knowled~e about community l .ite so they will be able to serve -. 

• _ _ • • - 01 

w " : 

the 'country more effeotively .1.n tho future. . " 

Other than that , our count~ is in need ot a !reat deal of specialists, technicians • 
. and people with special1zcd abilities to develop ind~stry and a&rioultural an<! nlhinc ',,, 
activities. There fore., the government must brill& localiti es under technical and ; :' -
vocational education so as to form enough skilled men to meet the demands ot the 
country in the future. '. J 

To carry out the aforementioned polley, I have set rorth the followln& objectives 
for the educational branch 1n the forthcomin& 2 years; Concernin& element~ry .and 
secondary education, the &overnm~nt ~ill estab11sh a continUOUB 12-~ear education 
in accordance with the recommendat1on of the international or&an1zation. The 
&overnment will study and ~enovate the edUoation program and improve the examination 
system in accord with the new education system. The &eneral education pro&ram will 
incline &r ea t;.y to"ard pract.ical purposes . in accordance with the spirit of the 
commUQity development In elementary education, as I sald above. 

f 

1',_ 

'. 
" 

,. 

• I ·.f I 

At present, out of 5,395 elementary. schools, 1.~OO have been developed into ~,"~· ;·f :;': .~" ". 
cOllltiun1ty development schools. The other 8obools wl11 under&o the same commun1tl···t~ 

' ';t ~'dev~lopment process, with the whole . plan belng oompleted by 1911,,'" !."\ • . ~r 
" I, 

In the cOnsolid.a ted education 5y'stem, .o·nly 11 secondary a'chools ' haye' been Chosel'\ ~ 
as pilot centers . In the 1970-71 school year, it will be po.sible to turn about 
100 secondary acho'ola into conso11dated secondary schools. 

.. .; -... ~. ,. 
To make t 'eachers understand and correctly apply the teach1n& methods related to this 
new educat10nal pro~ra~, the government will cont1nuously or&an1ze .sem1nars and 
r e fresher courses , and will strive to complete the compulsory education plan 1n 

.'. ~ 

the first 5 year. or the 12-year educational system, that i., at tho present elementary 
. education' level •. It is estimated, that this plan will be oompletecl in 19'7i i't an ' •• 

expenditure or 2 billion piastora. Tho &oYernment will appeal tor ••• i.~~e !Po. 
the local people and fraternal countr1·es • . 1 •. '"; _,! :- "!~'. J ~ : . , " ' ~' . : :'. ~ I _ ... . __ ,',: ::' :: .... 
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part~cularly 1n the leoondary education sphere, outstanding strides have been made 
during this school year. In the previou __ ohool year, only 40,890 out ot 188,800 
schoolchildren , or 24 percent, were admitted by oompetitive examination to the 
seventh gr ade class. This year, 70,000 out ot 200,000 candidates, or 35 percent, 
have been admitted to this class. As compared with the previous year, the rate ot· 
admission ot schoolchildren to the seventh grade clasB has increased 72 percent. 
Ho~ever , to mee t increasing needs with every pasaing year, the government has 
ordered the opening of more Bchools so that in the 1971-72 ochool 7ear, 50 school­
children will be admitted to each sixth grade claoo, that io, the oeventh grade 
class ot the present general educational system. · 

, , 
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,:. :,l'::", .. '.:' '.'1 '; .,~ 
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, ," '. }o J :" .. " .. 
. ,,',:' "'f Conoorning the oduoatlon ot adult., the govornm.nt will .trlvi to aompletllr ... '. '. , . , 

eradicato illiteracy and to seek measures to Bupport adult clals •• and encourage , 
t he adults to further their studies. '''1:;' ,'\ :Ii 

As re gards the technioal and vocational education department, the government 11111 :;. , .~., }'.:,:. ::', ,:1

1

' 
give priority to technical and vooational 8chools so that , in the ooming 2 yeara, ,:.,.,,,I:~ .. ? . . 
they .,111 be able to admit about 10,000 student., that 10. double the present ' ... ..... i, ~<. ':'! 
number . The Phu Tho Technological Center and the National Agr1cultural Center .' " .:.:,: •.. :;.: ........ ~ ... :.~ ...... : .. ; .. ,;.' ... :j.' 
will bo expanded. Priority .,111 be given to techn1cal atudents applying tor s.lt- ~ 

supporting overseas study so that the technical branoh IIill not be deadlocked artwr . . 1 
t he secondary education system, as it i_ now. '. ~,:,~ '.-;.{. ::" . "'1 

,", 1 Concerning university schools, the government will move "a number ot university 
establishments from Saigon to Thu Due. A university statute IIill be completed soon' 
to eliminate all present injustices and to improve university 11te. The government 
will develop the school-lite program, which 1s considered a practioal part ot 
civic education and to which I give speoial attention. In tact, 'this program will 
help our youths and students to accustom themselves to a c'ollectlve, selt-directing 
life, t o acquire a democratio spirit, a sense ot re.eponalbility, a spirit ot mutual 
affect ion and aSSistance. and a spirit ot devoted science, and to ~ cultivate many 
virtues 80 as to beoome worthy citizens . The government will order the build1ng et 
a number ot school-lite centera at Thu Duo, Vung Tau, can Tho, Dalat, Nha Trang, 
and Hue. 

Concerning educational television, the Japanese Government has promised to help ~ 
install a television network tor educational purposes. Our government haa worked 
out a plan for the execution of this projeot and will carry out . this taSk urgen.tlr " .. 
so that in the ' next 2 years we will have an educational television center which 
will function on an experimental basis 1n a number ot saigon schools. 

I am going to speak of the problem ot insuring security tor the masses . Now we 
control 16,542,000 inhabitants, that i_, 95 percent 'or our ' total population. or 
this number, 15 ,~19 ,000 are enJoying relat1vely efUcient secur1ty, that 10, q8 ", 
~ercent ot the t. . t al pop4J. latlon. Given the present 'paoification and const::ou ..:":' 1cn ',· 
speed , by the end of 1969. 93 percent· or tne population may 'enJoy rdat.1v" "·: '. 
eff i cient Security. Ttu:'l , compared to the population we ·oontrolled. by th(! " ~I t"! .,f' 

1968, 87 percent, in the, first 9 month. or 1969 our reoults p~ov<> the t. OIl)' 
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p~ cl~lcatlon and construction plan haa progressed strongly and 6ncountered no 
obstaclo . That is what I anticipatod and expounded before the National Assembly 
at its inaugural sesaion , last April. Insuring security for the masse. has been 
the result :', of efforts to annihilate the enemy military strength ,along with 
ann1h1la tion of underground cadres through the Phoenix Plan. with the developmont 
of civil dofense organization, and with the succeS5 ot the ·open arms- operation. 

Dur1ng the t1rst 9 months of the year. our Phoenix Plan resulted in neutralizing' 
some 26.169 enemy basic-level cadres. Thus since the launch1ng ot the Phoenix 
Plan . about 44.165 lower.level cadres have been annihilated by us • 

With r egard to our ·open arms" aativities, also during the first 9 months ot the ' 
year , some 34,295 enemy soldiers, among them 14 high-ranking cadres and 88 
intermediary cadres, returned to the national cauae, raising the total number ot· 
returnees to 127,675. The monthly number ot returnees in 1968 was 1.800; 1n 
1969, the monthly number has risen to 3,800, represent1ng an increase ot 200 percent. 

Our people1s selt-detense organizations have beon developed atronglr, tar exceedin, 
the prescr1bed norms and attract1ng tho part1c1pat10n ot poople 1n defend1ng their 
villages and hamlets. In early 1969 •• Ome 1.06 million people were .eltodeten.e' 
corpsmen equ ipped with only 10(800 rifles. Now there are 2.199,800 corpsmen w1:t;b.', 
347 ,000 rifle •• 

W1t~ regard to the paoification plan, ma •• secur1ty has been guaranteod along with 
our efforts to develop a v1llage- and hamlet-1ovel admini.tration or the people an4 
for the people. enabling local people to defend and govern themselves and achie .. 
• elf - sufficiency. As ot , today. 2.027 village., that is, 95 percent ot the total , 
number ot villages' nationwide. had organized election.; and 9,564 hamlet., that 
is , 88 percent ot the total number ot hamlets nationwide, had organized electlo ... . 
By the end or 1969, election. will bo organized in all our villages and hamlet •• , 

" 
To improve tho qua11ty and efticiency ot village: and hamlet ofticial •• the Vung 
Tau Tra1ning Center has provided for 9,~12 trainee. out ot the 19,000 to undergo 
train1ng this year. In the provinces 1n the aouth, in-serviae training oourses 
have also been held. To date. 15.800 person. out at the total ot 39,000 scheduled 
tor this year have reoeived in-service. train1ng. 

Regarding rural and urban development, in 1970 the government plans to provide 

" 

I 

..' 
" 

" 
, 

1.3 bil110n piasters tor the province. and 2 billion tor the villages in order t~ "-, 
enable the localiti es to implement .elf-help project. aimed at improving the 
people I s living conditions 1n the communlty-development spirit . . : Theae .~,~ I' ..... ,~ 
appropriations shall be alloca,ted on the basi. ot 1 .. illion tor each electoral ,: 
v~llage and 2.0 million tor each province. ':':'. 

• • , .. · to .. , 

Another purely mi11tary effort. which I pre.ented in my early 1969 me •• age. 
consists o( inoreasing, consolidating, and modernl~lng the Republia ot Vietnaa 
..lrmed forces on a poople I. basis .. that 15, emphasis will .be laid on expanding and 
'improving t he territor1al torc .. in order :to insure that" the proteotion ,ot the ,.' 
population' •• ecurity will ,beoome incr .... ingly ett.otive. ,." "lJi~:' " •• ,'j 
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This errort i. al.o aimed at implementing our pollo7 of having Vi.tname •• ~oops 
gradually r eplaco tho allied combat troop. in pro~ecting t.rritorial s.curity. 
Thorefore , t ho 8trength ot the Republic ot Vietnam armed torcea has been increased 
rrom 717 . 000 men in 1968 to 953,673 in 1999. This strength i. expeoted to ~creas • 

. to 1 , 010,000 men by the end of 1970. In 1970, " the people's .elt-detense toro.s 
will .be vigorously i mproved on a people's baaia, it we receive etfective assistanoe. 

\ , 
• 

As a result of this rate of increase. the strength of our territorial torces-- , . 
that is, the regional and popular forcos--haa tor the firat time amounted to more 
than halr of the total strength ot the Republic ot Vietnam armed torce$. This 
reflects our effort to insure territorial security and territorial detenie, which 

" " 

1s regarded as our main national dofense trend at proaont and in the future. ' ' :' " ..• 

Thus, the tasks which I se t torth for 1969--counterattacking and annihilatIng tile ' 
enemy, developing the Republic or Vietnam armed torcea, developing paciricatio~ 

'and construction, improving and perfeoting the village and hamlet administration., 
and expedit ing the i mplementation or the agrarian reform program--hava achieved 
encouraging r esult6. We shall vigorously carryon these programa next year by 
c'pitalizing on our victorious elan and the enemy's declining strength. Th.se 
achievement s will arouse all our armed torces 1 and poople 1a firm confidence in 
inevitable final victory. On the basi. of this confidence, our armed torce. and 
people will jointly advance toward tinal victory. 

, . .'. . 
. "',' " .. 

,J - , .. , 
' . 

Regarding the other programs which tall within various governmental domain., ve 
shall pre6ent them to the National Asaembly a~ la~er datea when we have to 
elaborate on the proposed budget. . ',.' \ t~'; '. r • ·d· 

Gentlemen and cOmpatriots, I have Just presented to you what we want to do 1n tne 
next 1 or 2 years, the main ta sks involved in fighting and defeating the communi.t. 
and carrying out economic, aOCial, cultural, and educational development. in 
conformity with our nation', self-help .pirit and determination to right the 
communists until genuine peaoe ,1' achieved. 

Generally opeaking, I can pledge my determination to achieve by every means the 
objectives Bet forth. But whether my good taith and reeolve can bring about tb. 
expected results depends on the means to be provided tor the execut1ve 1n the 

, budget which has been presented to the Na t10nal Assembly and on other measurea 
which the National Assembly will permit us to take. contrary to previous 
occasions , this time I wish to tell you trankly that the government 10 in great 
need of extensive financial means. I also tell you trankly that the drart national 
budget for fiscal year 1970 which I sent to the Lower House Secretariat a tew 
days ago only reflects part of the overall needs. The costa of many progra~ were 
estimated for only the t1rst 6 months or the year, pending the acquisition or 
additional means. 

As I have said , I should frankly present the estimated annual national requ1re.enta. 
In national defense, we need up to 136 billion piasters to tully meet the annual 
requirements. Aftor r epea ted discussions and arter my personal review ot the 
estimated requirements trom the general outlines to details., I approved a budset 
reflecting the r,quircments ' in the tirst 6 months ot the year with provi.ional 
appropriations. amounting to 11'2 billion piastere, in,tead of 120 bUlion 
recommended by ' the National Defen.e Ministry. Thus, I eliminated all the 
projected works and estimated expenditure. which are not urgent, outting the 
Defense Mini.try'. proposed budget by 8 billion. 
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Conc.arnlng s ecurity, the national police strongth necessary for the country-wide 
needs 1s est1mated at 122,000 men. But 1 have only ba.1cally planned for 95,000 
men . Concerning the land reform program, the project of prov1ding land to the 
t1l1ers must b. allotted more than ~.5 b1ll1on p1a8ters for 1910. But the budget · 
onl y r egistered 2.5 billion plaste'rs. Many other programs ooncerning culture, 
cducat~on. and the processing industry, a8 well as variOUs proJ,ectB tor the 
infrastructure development "ne'CeB.tiary tor increasing produotion in the direction 
~f self-reliance, which have only been planned part1ally or which have not yet 
been granted funds, still await additional moans. Duo to these reasons, there is 
on 1~portant d1fference between the expend1tures amounting to 182 b1llion p1a.terl 

..... ': :t 
> , 

, 
" ~ 

. ' ;" ': ;; .: '.::. 

rcc ... ,.:ded in the draft budget pres&nted to the National Assembly and the actual 11 \ 1 .. .. iii, f .... .. '.I 

,ocal of needs amounting to 2)2 b1ll1on p1asters proposed by the ministr1e.. In 
~hd 1970 national draft budget p:euontoQ to the National As.embly, w1th planned 
,'.ee'pt s amount1ng to 125 b1ll1on p1asters and planned expenditures aMounting to 
~a~ oil11on p1asters , there w1ll be a defic1t of 57 b1ll1on p1asters, compared 
,,1tn t.he 1969 budget def1c1t of "9 b1llion p1asters, with total expend1tures' 
·,mounting to 150 b1llion p1aster • • 

, do not th1nk the level of the budget def1c1t has increased, nor w1ll 1t bring 
nbout harmful consequences . However, to reach the main objectives I have set 
":"vr th , the program .of action m.ust be steadily and actively carried out and thereb, 
~c g~ven more support. As I have Just said, the total expenses proposed by the 
'Iarious ministries amount to 2:5~ billion piasters. It is I, myself, who h~.ve 

.I'e-exacined the draft expenses on the basis of str1ct thriftine6~, and canceled 
:-J.ll ex;>enses of a luxuriOUS and show-orf na ture which are not urgently needed by 
~·.l ~e compatriots, and canceled every program ot action Which haa no immed1ate 
·~fl'ect . The management of the various government offices. Just as the autonomou.l ' 
c;aLe-run enterprises , w111 be gradually examined along with simplification and 
u" 'ift1ness , on reducing the ' budget but 1ncrea.1ng effic1ency. It 18 in th18 
~pir1t that I prom1se to the Nat10nal Assembly ' and the compatriots that along 
.,ch the 1mprovement of the v1llage and hamlet adm1n1stration, 1 will complete 
eho reorganization or the government administrative machinery of the central 
.ehelon before the end of 1910, wh1ch w1ll oontr1bute to further re~uc1ng the 
~ tate budget and will more erfeotive~y serve the compatriots . 

I yish to reassert that I have always been concerned with defending the Vietnamese 
p~aster. I do not like to see any disturbance which may bring about inflation 
c.o.tlQ shake our monetary system. Thus, in draft1ng the additional budget to the 
l,S?\) budge t, the goverrunent .wll1 do its best to reduce the deficit under the limit ' 

, .. ,' . , 
.~ , .... : 

-,. 

.. ' 

" ~ 
• 1 ,'. 

.'l 

:. 

.! 

, . 
' .. 

'. 

~;lt1clpated in the original budget --that is, lElOis than 50 billion for the entire ", '.' 
1970 budget . I wish also to assert that the government has never thought of 
,~evaluating the piaster. The extreme solution ot devaluating the piaster would 
:-ot help satisfy our needs. but on the c~ntrary, might create many d1ff1culties tor 
Llle :r.aJorlty of rural people and those with fixed incomes ." To avoid a devaluation 
of the plaster--a ~olution of which, I am Bure, you will approve--the government 
must apply other measures ' to wh1ttle tne budget defic1t. ThrOUgh debate. at the 
N~tlonal Assembly. you have certainly realized that there have been many serious 
case. of tax dodg1ng. · 1 agree with you On this po1nt. That i8 why 1 have paid 
spo.Lal attention to working Out a 'plan tor oolleoting taxes efficiently and tor 
o.pplylng various . t_x:collecting !I'ea'sur'es 'vigorously ': and corl".ctll~ .c:.,. 
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1 \li ::;h to advance some t1g~e8 so that 70U can realize phat !rhe .,government has exerted " . 
g"eat c ,'forts and aohieved great ruulta. In 1967, the •• timated rece~pts were 36 ,! 
billion while the actual receipt. were 45 'o'Ul1on, In 1968, the •• figure. "ere '\. ' 
respec tively 49 billion and 5' billion, In 1969. the originally estimated receipt. 
were 55 billion , while the actual rece~pts by the end ot August were 50.5 billion. 
The amended estimated rec.~pts for 1969, 77 b111ion, will surefY be achieved. 

., .- I , ,, 
" f j " I The results achieved permit us to pin ·8re~t hopes on the years to como . I am sure that~ yt .+;,' 

many circ l es and. most of the benefic1ar.1.es ItSt tho 'War have either tailed to adequately ~ .,1.. ~: ,) 

pay taxes or have paid no taxes at all. To be worthy ot the grut sacrifices ot 'all" -'! .' .J'-
our people and eom~atnnte and to ' hOlp the naUon ach1evo Dolt.rojl.1anco, the5e circles ,, 3 ';'; i.': • 

will have to make worthier contributions. On the other hand' l the poor, namely, , ' '\ J: ; 
armymen ,and oivil servants as a whole, will not only be exempted .from taxes but vil1 ..... :.. ") 
also be appro;riately compensated. I will present to the Natio'nal Assembly a dratt f rr ,' ;, ~',: ,~ ,l /~" 
law granting salary-tax exemption to armymen and C).1tvil servant cad.res.. At the same . ';~ . ... :.' I ':.~l·'''w 
time, the government ,will consider every flexible way to 1noure equitllbil1ty in collecUIII ' .. ': " ,: 
taxes . The goverrunent will. not prohibit those possessing property andc incomes trom . , .,llI ~ '. ' 

spending thel, according to their deSires. ' But at least, and primarily, they must 'C' ",. " 

adequately fulfill the ir tax obl1gations 1n the spirit ot making worthy contribution. ' W : .; '1' 
at a time when the nation has many pe~ple who are less privileged ' than themselve.. ':"" " .. , I 

< ~ , I 
Members of the Senate ' and the Lo~er HoUse, I have just outlined the government's ettori. 
,in re s tricting expenditures and increasing rrceipts in order to mend the, national 0 
budget deficit . However, 1n the future, special, urgent ·reqUirements involved 1n ~~ 
strengthening our fighting, potentials in all fields and in the , baIt-help direction wi1i G 

1nev1ta bly arise. These requirements can only be e'tteot1·ve 1y met if the goverrunent -.Ib 
has adequate means at its disposal. Therefore, vario\l3: meas.urea oapable ot providing .. ~J ,' .. 

the nation with enormous resources will be communicated to yolj::for oonsideration. The •• 
measures , ~ -wh1eh the goverrunent \lill forward to you in the near future , include a number' s . ,'. 
of draft, laws revising existing taxes or establishing hew taxes. I hope that the ,: .3 " 

compatriots thoroughly understand the nation's difficulties and that all members 'at the 
Senate and the Lc)"wer House support the execut~ve 's efforts am. concern themselves with! .. 
effectively supporting the proposed measures, tl 

ressieurs . representatives of friendly countries, the efforts to obtain more contribution. 
which I have just presented to my Vietnamese compatriots are only' aimed at partially " ', ' 
mending the deficit of the budget' of an underdeveloped nation ravaged by the war of ,' " 
aggres.sion.. We "W'ould, as I said ' earlier, implement construction proJects and build ' .! 

industries in the self-help direction in order to maintain and protect our country's U 
independence and freedom. These proJeoted work.f!i : require extensive means and facilities .' : 
which our Vietnamese compatr~otaJ contributions alone cannot finance. I think, therefore , 
efforts to fully achieve the objectives set forth cannot be mad. 1n Ii:' tavol'ol.ble ' d1reot1on 
vithout the sincere, posit1ve. and mult1tormed aSSistance ot friendly nations.. .;. , 

>.i 
The aSSistance mo vement lias ' ,( ?not yet) developed v1gorously and comprehensively. Ve ;' 
have received extensive aSSistance in every fl"ld. , I would 11ke to uk the representative. 
of friendly nations to accept the , profound grati" "jde of the 'Vietnam .. e aovernment. people. 
and In.~elt. 
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With spec i a l rcgards to the American nation and people, who have sacr1!'ioed their 
, bones and blood and oontributed their property to the grea t e st extent toward the present 
fi sht to proteot f r aodom , I would like to reiterate that while we receive great, 
generous assistance from your na tionl and while ~e hold that thiS assiatance is a 
j'lst and reasonable thi ng , we r emain "fully aware of the sign1ficane of the worda 
seli" -re11ancc and self -strengthen1ng~· owtng to this awareness, while fi ghting and 
continuing to rece i ve a ss i stance , we have constantly striven t~ move closer and 
closer to our objectives--se lf-rel1ance ·antl '·self.Strengthening--and to · inore •• ingly 

.. " 

· !'Icduce the contri butions. e s pecially the cOl'\bributions 1n huma" 11vea. in bones and. .. ~ '· "'I ; :. " : 
blood, for which we ha ve to r ely upon~oUl" nation, I have · deHded ·to advanoe toward ' ' '"", " ' " 
.elf -relianoe , a. I have boldly 8S6U111ed increasingly great responSibil1ty in the' 
fight t o protect our fre edom and that of the world, 

'. , ... , ~ ... 

.. : ... . Therefore , we have bo mee t i ncreasing ' demands with the means, though very poor and' 
scarce , of a small c ount r y r avage d by war tor ·a ':quarter ' of ~ ·century. Naturallr, 

3 f"1 WC have ac hieved many encOU.r~8ing r esults. In 50 short a per .ied as · the past 3 
months , we have agr eed wi t h yo~ eo~try to ~w1ttly and etfectively effect the 
re place~ent of 60,000 U,S, t roops wit h Vi etname se troops, 7 rirmly believe that 
we chall attain even quicker and better re s¥lts 1t you, 1n ·the just and ' reasonable 
sp1rit of i n ternational ob11gations between nat1ons, will really strongly tupport 
us e~onomically and socially. 

'. : ... 
.~.... ~,1 ' 

, , 

Qen,tleClen , we al ways under stand tha t t.he aid, although be1ng mutual help an~ uns.HUIl 
· ~y nature , 15 n onethel ess ne ver " without cond1tions , and we do not hesitate to 

affirm on thi s ' pla tform t hat we greatly need foreign aid, e~ther · under the form ot. C' ' '',:' 

donations or l ong-term loans with or without interest trom any sobree, provided 
that the pr1nc1?le s of sovereignty., fr.eedom, and democ racy ot ear. country are 
insured , We shall ha ppily welcome all fore ign inve stments in the Vietname.e ' 
e conomy and we wi sh to montion that many generous speCial clause8, .. es~!c1ally 'on 

taxes and transfer ot income , wi ll be granted tor these investments. 
\ . 

I -a.woys stand f or the development of the interdepend ence a~d so11dar1ty spirit ot 
~free Countries in the world withi n their .1nternat1onal obligations, With the aim 

,., 

: of proceeding toward developing the interna t10nal .p~r1t ot mutual aid and brother~ 
f.. hood , we need to ma i n t a in close r e"lat.10ns wi th one another 'in the nat1on-to-nat1on 

or people-to - pe'opl e fi elds in or d,ar to .create mutual understanding and aid one 
another to mee t each one's 1mperq'~ve dQaands. In the forthcoming daY8, I shall 
send Vietnamese government al and pr1va'te de.legations to your Qountr1es to 

. ". 

dj.;cc tly appeal tor your countxv 15 e conomic and 80c1al aid. ·And I hope t.o . :. 
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receive good - will delegations from your cOWltr1es to study the realities · of ,~he .~ . ~ .. /~,.; .;.>. ': .. ~.::.":: .: 
. .. Vi etnam war a nd our sincere aspirations.'" 

Dear cha1rnon , senators , and r e pre senta tives , gentlemen·, ;··snd compatriots, faced · 
· .. with the commun1sts ' s tubbornne ss 1n conti'lll~ng their aggression, and their 

unwillingness to talk lier i ously to put an end to ~he. war and r e store peace, I hava ' 
, a', told you and the eompa t~iots that t he only way t ·o defend the country is to tight 

, 'actively by relying on our own :' se lf-reliance, and by appeal~.a; for r.1ncere a~ ~ 
active aid f r om all fr iendl y count ries, . I appeal for the National Assembly's 
effective support t or the drastiC measures which the government needs to take to carr,y 
out its national salva t10n programs. I know that leading the nation 1n wartime ancl /-. 
taking (?scvere ) measure . to deteat the aggreSSive enemy oerta1nl~ draws pub110 

.,' d1sarfec t i on. But against the a1ternativa · ot losing ,the ' oountry, it ' be1na 4e"lQi1~. 

• 

,. 

I choose public disatraotion to &ave the oountry, ~, 
, ' .. ' : .!,-"' ~> .. ";.':, . ~' .. 
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There is no people who enn strensthen themselves and rely on the~elvea without 
hev1n! to accept ~reat sacritices and outstandin& eftorts, we must suryIve and 
stre~then ourselves. Therefore, I call on 'all of you, sentlemen an~ coapatriotl, 
to JOintly shoulder tho responsibility toward the country and before history. In 
the forthcomin~ days, I ea~erly hope to have the sIncere and practIcal cooperation 
between the exeoutive and lesislative branches which I haTO appealed tor and let 
as a standard for the recent eabinet reshuffle, so that the natIonal .alTation and 
construction undertakIn&3 of us a~l may be completely successful. 

\ 

,'. 

,~ 

Thank you. Cordial .alutatiOns t o the compatriots. .' 

" 
Communist Reaction 

. ' 
, .. • , 

:" , , , Liberation Rad10 (Cland.stine) 1n V1etnamese to South Vietnam 1400 GMT 7 Oct 69 S 
, ' 
,', 

[Commentary: II Thieu' tS mossaSe: An aaBortion ot the Americana·' I tubborn. assrealiY. 
stand and the puppet.' countryaelltns nature"] 

... , 

(T.xt] Onc. asa1 n, Th1eu has read a me. sase at the &~-called Sa1son Nat10nal A •• eablJ. 
Thieu was more boastful and lonsthier than in previous times, but the contents 
ot Thieu's messaSe were only aimed at 88sertins hia el1que'l extremely dirty, 
countrysellin&, lackey nature. 

Thieu clearly revealed the traitorous Thieu-KY-Khlem elique'a eommon state ot mind. 
Th1s clique has been contused and panic-stricken in the taco ot its U.S. masters' 
repea ted , 1ncreD.sin&ly ,;rea ter, and comprehensive setbacks, the 'srea t victoriel ot 
the South Vietnamese armod torces and people, and the .over-mountins anti-war 
movement in the United stat~s. 

Th1eu feared that all these tactors would const1tute a strons pressure that would 
force the United States to·1.end. the war, withdraw all U.S. troops, and let the 

." :. • ~ I ••.• 
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" " 

-.,~, (; .' 

, < , 

. i. 

South V1etnames.e people form. a coa11tion soverMent in South Vietnam. Theretore, 
Thieu has endeavored to seek every possible means to oppose two basic problems tor 
a correct polit1eal solution to the South Vietnam problem, which are our people's 
baSic national ri,;hts and the South Vietnamese people's risht to selt-determination. 

.. .'.:;e-j t; " 
Thieu also talked 1,1ke a hool1gan, threa ton1ns all those who support .uch a correct · 
po11t1cal solut1on. Concern1n~ the withdrawal of U.S. troops from South Vietnam, 
Thieu was forced to follow Nixon's arKUments In an effort to deceive public opinion 
by sayins that his cl1que was determ1ned to replace all the U.S.- combat troops her" 
in 1970. But , on the other hand, Th1eu clearly expo.ed h1s c11que" evil de.isn 
py say1ns that 1t would continue to demand that the U.S. Government ma1nta1n it. 
·UII, '. that ' the .una1n problem, was that the free world, espec1ally the U.S. ally, would 
no t abandon V1etnam, and that as long: as there were oormnunlst a!.&ressor troops '" 
the allied troops could not withdraw from the territory of the R.pub11c of Vietnam • 

No acknowled~ement3 can be clearer than thes e. ReflectIn! the anxiety ot the Saison 
traitorous clique" .Thieu clearly exposed :11$ u.s. masters' true destt;n ot seekln& 
to prolons the presenco of the U.S. exped1tionary corps and their mi11tary occupat10n 
in an effort to continue the cruel war ot a&&re8~~On in South Vietnam. Thleu'a 
acknowled~ementG const1tute an assertion of the U.S. aote in South VIetnam ~1noe 
N1xon took ortice. Nixon has 1nce.oantly talkod about w1thdraw1ns 'U,S, hoop. from 
the south. But , in truth, NIxon haa Bousht every pola1ble meana to strensthen 
and consol1da to the puppet armed tC?'roes. . ,,;.'. t·.- l' '. . 
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