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DANGERS OF INVOLVEMENT IN . 
ASIA 

HON. LEE METCALF 
or XolftANA 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNl'I'ED STATES 

Thursday. October 23. 1969 
Mr. METCALF. Mr. President. the 

distinguished Senator from Montane. 
(Mr. MANSFIELD). the majority leader, 
has warned us repeatedly of the dangers 
that could lIow from our cIeepeulng in­
volvement in Laos. Senator MAJI'SJ'IBLD 
is once again speaking out directly, tell­
ing it. as the young people say, like it is. 
I profoundly hope that our Government 
will take heed this time. 

For years my dlstinguished colleague 
from Montana has warned while oth­
ers have soothed. No alarmist, rather a 
realist and a man of peace. 8ena.tor 
MANSFIELD has tried to show us how 
badly our Vietnam policy has served our 
own interests. even if we could ignore its 
cost in men and resources. 

In an article published recently In the 
Great Falls TrIbune. William D. James. 
the executive editor. described. Ben&tor 
MANSFIELD'S position and cited. his many 
warnings about Vietnam. Mr. James has 
also drawn a parallel with our situation 
in Laos. In the hope that it wW. rein­
force his warnings of additional trage­
dies there and so Ulat all Senators may 
ha.ve the advantage of this recapitula­
tion of MIKE MANSFIELD for the right 
sta temen ts. I ask unanimous consent 
that the article be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection. the article 
was ordered to be printed in the RECOItD, 
as follows: 
[From the Great Falls Tribune, Sept. 28, 

1969] . 
MAJORITY LEADER MANSfiELD WARNS UNITED 

STATES ABOUT FURTHER INVOLVEMENT IN 

As,. 
(By William D. James) 

A warning Sen. Mlke Mansfield made lUt 
week that a deeper U.S. involvement in Laos 
could develop into a Vietnam-atyle mUltery 
entanglement ls drawing ne.tionaJ. and in­
ternational attentlon because 'of the accu­
raey of his grim predictions about the course 
of the Vletna.m war. 

The Senate Majority Leader based h1s 
warning .about Laos on a trip he made to 
Southeast Asia. in August at the request of 
President NIxon. 

The trip was his sixth fact-finding trip to 
Southeast Asia in the last 16 years. He made 
such trips in 1953, 1954, 1955, 1962, 1965 and 
1969. 

Mansfield, who has investigated conditions 
in Asia. at the request of PresideD1t6 Roo&e­
velt, Truman, Eisenhower, Kennedy, John­
son and Nixon, has been oons1ste-nt in warn­
lngs that the U.S. should aVOid getting lured 
in to the quicksand of Astatic wars. 
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The Montana senator has been lauded fre­

quently by national CO!TeBpoudellta fO!' a.n­
a.lyzlng Vietnam events aecurat,.eJ.,. ct&yton 
Fritcher, natlonAUJ...,ncltoated. columnlM, 
complimented. Ma.nafleId lut year tor being 
"the one man, who from the beginning, has 
been uncannily rlght about U.s. involve­
ment tn Vietnam," 

After investtgating conditions in Indo­
china in 1953, when the Prench wwe still 
fightlng, Mansfield. recommended. that the 
U.s. should improve its Vietnam programs. 
Noting that we then were spendtng about 
$25 million a year there, he stl'essed that 
the aim of our programs should be to build 
up the seU-rel1a.noe of the people. 

Mansfield. has maintained oonS1stently 
since 1953 that it would be better to have the 
Southeast Asit.1lS solve tbelr own problems 
than to bave U.S. military forces ia.volved. 

"The situation In VletllaIU and. in a larger 
sense in Indochina, Is grim and. discourag­
lng," he reported after bis 1964 visit. (On 
that trip, he also attended the conference of 
the Southeast Asia Treaty Organization 
(SEATO) in the Philippines at the request o{ 
Presiden~ Eisenhower.) 

"It would be misleading and. tutile." he 
said in his 1954 report. to teU the Senate or 
the people of the U.s. that conditions were 
other than grim and discouraging. 

The need. he explained, "is not to bury the 
.realitles of this situation but to face them, 
however grim and discouraging they may be. 
l! we do so. it Is possible that the reversal 
which has been sustaJ.ned in Ind.ochlna may 
yield experien~ which has application else­
wbere in Asia." 

"This experience could be useful in avoid­
ing still other setbacks and damaging waste 
ot untold mlllions at dollars of the resources 
of the citizens of the U.S .... he Said. 

Mansfield pointed out in 1954:. when dis­
CUSSing the French defeat in Vietnam, that 
there had been a general terulency to "make 
the wiSh father to the thought and. con­
Sistently and seriously undere&timate the 
strength" of the forces fighting the French. 

"If there was one overriding cause of the 
failure. however," he said. "it is to be found 
in the distorted emphasis given to the capac­
ity ot mlUta.ry measures: alone to bring about 
an end to the COmmunist advance in Indo­
cl'otna." 

He said it would be difflcult to see what 
more the U.s. could. have done to avert a 
Communist victory over the French. "short of 
some foolhardy commitment of American 
troops on the Asian. mainland." 

Atter a visit to Vietnam in 1955, Mans~ 
field again accented the need to encourage 
the Vietnamese to take care of their own 
affairs. 

"What is at stake is the active loyalty of 
the preponderance of the population of 
South Vietna.m. That can be won and held 
only by a. Vietnam.ese government which 
alone can understa.nd and respond to the 
needs of the people." 

Mansfield urged the U.S. to concentrate on 
helping with economic recovery and develop~ 
ment programs. He said that ought to be 
done with a view to creating over a set 
period of time a self-sustaining Vietnam free 
from further direct reliance on U.S. assist­
ance. 

After visiting Vietnam in 1962. Mansfield 
expressed serious doubts about U.S. policies 
there. He said there were about 12,000 Ameri­
cans there and that U.S. spending totaled 
hundreds of mllltons annually there. 

"It would be a disservice to my country 
not to voice a deep concern over the trend of 
events. since my last visit," he said in his 
1962 repQrt. 

It was seven years and $2 bill10n of U.S. 
aid later but yet, substantially. the same dif­
ficulties remained if. indeed.. they have not 
been compounded. he reported. 

He expressed fears ab<rut baving the U.S. 
intensify support of the Vietnamese armed. f.,...... 

"Thls intens1flcatlon. however, inevitably ot mlllions of dollars and hundreds Of lives. 
haa carried us to the start of the ro&Cl which The invOlvement in Laoa oan:tel the threat 
leads to the polnt at wh1cb. 00IlfilC\ in Viet- of even a deeper commJ:~ bJ the U.S., 
n.am. could. beCOme of greMer 00D0eI'Il and. he said. 
greater responsiblllty to the U.s. tban it is Congressional colleagues or Mansfteld., who 
to the government and people Of South Viet- regaro. him as their leadJnc autbortty on 
~ .. he said. Southeast Asia., have been lmpnued by the 

"In present circumstances," he cautioned., accuracy of his SCholarly report,a .ner each 
"pursuit of that course could involve an ex- Of.b.1s fa.ct~finding trips. Many of hla Senate 
pendlture of American Uvea and resources on frlends say It Is tragic tba.t hls actYiee and 
a scale which would bear little relationship warnings were ignored. 
to the interests of the U.S .. Ol', indeed, to the The record shows clearly that Mansfield. was 
interests of the people of Vietnam." correct in his grim wa.rn.tngs about the 

To avoid that course. he asserted, it should dangers Of a. growing U.s. Involvement in 
be clear to ourselves as well as to the Viet;.. Vietnam. 
namese where tb.e primary responsibility was The senator now is wa.rn1ng the nation of 
in this situation: Wh,a.t might develop if the U.s. makes the 

"It must rest. aa it has rested. with the same mJ8takes in Laos it did In Vietnam. 
Vietnamese government and people." 

Concerned with the posslb1Uty that the OVERLY OPTIMISTrc VIETNAM QuOTATIONS 

wa.r would be converted into a.n American {Enrroa's NDTE.-There have been so many 
one. fought primarily with American lives. optimistic statements about the' Vietnam 
he sald: war that Philip Geyelin, editorial page editor 

"It should be noted In all frankness that of the Washington Post, mada a collection 
our own bureaucratic tendencies to act in of them. Oeyel1n published his list in the 
uniform and enlarging patterns ha.ve resUlted ~er after Defense Secretary La.1rd de~ 
in an expansion of the U.S. commitment in clared, "We have certainly turned the corner 
some places to an extent which would ap- in the war." 
pear to bear only the remotest relationship (Since then, he probably has added. a com­
to what is essential or even desirable in ment by President Nixon. The Pr-esklent de­
terms of U.S. interests." scribed the war as possibly "one of America's 

Mansfield and congressional colleagues who finest hours. because we took a cUmC\lU task 
accompanied him on the 1962 trip agreed and we succeeded." 
that the U.S. should make a thOrough re- (We a.re reprinting the article to show the 
assessment of its security requirements.. difference in views between the men quoted 

Such security requirements could be met. by Geyelln and those of Sen. Mike Manadeld 
they indicated. wit.hout any further exten~ appearing on this page.) 
sian of the U.S. commitment in Southeast "We have never been in a better relative 
Asia. position."-General Westmoreland" April 10, 

Pointing out the perils of ha.ving the U.S. 1968. ) 
assume too strong a role in Southeast Asi- "We have reached an important point 
atic policies. Mansfield said in his 1962 re- when the end begins to come Into view .... 
port: The enemy has many problema; He is losing 

"It is doubtful that it is the best way in control of the scattered popUlat1011 under 
a.ny Southeast Asian nation, if the respollSi- his lntluence .. , He sees the strength at 
bi~ity for ,its independent survival were to his forces steadlly declining .•. His mon­
come to rest more heavily with the U.S. than soon offensives have been fallures., He waa 
with indigenous leadership because of the dealt a. mortal blow by the Insta.llation of a. 
failure or inadequacies of that leadership in freely elected representative governm.ent 
meeting its own responsibilities to its people." .. , the enemy's hopes are bankrupt."-

The Montana senator's wa.rning of .. the General Westmoreland.. Nov. 21, 1967. 
"open-end danger of an expanding war re- ·'We are generally pleased. ... we are very 
ceived worldwide attention following his 1965 sure we are on the right track"-Pres1dent 
trip to Southeast Asia. Johnson. July 13. 1967. 

Mansfield was pessimistic about chances "Progress has been made, .. We have 
for an early end of the war-in sharp con- pushed the enemy farther and farther into 
trast to optimistic Views of top U.S. milirtary the Jungles ... We have sueoeeded in at­
and civman officials. tainlng our objectives,"--Oeneral Westmore-

"A rapid solution to the conflict in yiet~ land., July ~3, H~67. 
nam is not In immediate prospect. he "I expect the , . . war to achieve very sen-
cautioned. sational results in 1967."-Amba.s&ador Lodge. 

Mansfield contended that despite the great Jan. 9, 1967. 
increase tn American military commitment, it "We are beginnIng to see some signs of 
was doubtful, in view of the accelera.tton of success ... There is an eroaioo. of (enemy) 
Viet Gong efforts. that the Saigon govern- morale."-Becretary of Sta.te Rusk. Aug. 25, 
ment's position could be held without more 1966. 
U.S. forces. '( "We have stopped losing the war."-8ecre-

He said there was no assurance as to what tary of Defense McNamara, october, 1165. 
ultimate increase in U.S. military forces "We are not about to send American 00,. 
would be required. nine or ten thousand miles from home to ao 

The question, he said. was not one of ap- wha.t Asian boys ought to be doing for them­
plying increased U.s. pressure to a defined selves."-Presldent Johnson, Oct. 21. 1984. 
military situation, but ra.tber of "pressing "The war in Vietnam is on the rtght 
against a military situation whlch is, in ef- track."-Ambassador Lodge. June 30. 1964. 
fect, open-ended. "I think the number (of U.S. personnel) in 

"How open is dependent on the extent to Vietnam is not llkely to Increase substanttal~ 
which North Vietnam and its supporters are ly."-Becretary of Defense McNamara. Mo.y 
willing and able to meet increa.sed. force by 14, 1964. 
increased force." he said. "The Vietnamese ... themselves can 

The senator's "0PE!n-ended" warning was hand,Ie this problem with their own effort."­
discussed frequently in the next three years secretary of State Rusk, Feb. 24. lOOt. 
as the U.S. saw its military forces in Viet- "The United States still hopes to wlthdl'&w 
nam grow to 560,000 and fatalities go over its troops from South Vietnam by the end 
the 30,000 mark. of 1965."-Secretary of Defense McNa.mara, 

At the conclusion of his trip in August. Feb. 19. 1004. 
Mansfield recommended to President Nixon "I am hopeful we can brlng back addi­
that the U.S. place an immediate ban on tional ... men ... because I personally 
increases in U.S. personnel in SOutheast Asia. believe this is a war the vtetJ1a.mese m\l8-t 

In a report to the Sena.te Foreign Relations fight. "I don't believe we can take on that 
Committee. Of whIch he 18 one of the rank- combat task for them."-8ecretary oC. De­
ing members. Mansfield nol;ed that our in- fense McNamara. Feb. 3. 1964. 
volvement in Laos a.lready has: coat hundreds "Victory ... 18 Just montbs away. and tbe 

. M .J 
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tiuction of American advisors can begin 
Y time now .•. I ,can safely say the end 

the war 18 In atght."-Gen. Paul n. 
kiDS, COlllma.nder of the Military Aasibt· 

anee (.'!ommand in Saigon. Oct. 81, 1963. 
"Secretary McNamara and Gen. (MaxWell) 

Taylor reported their Judgment that the 
major part of the U.S. ro1Ytary task can be 
completed by the end of 1005 ... "-White 
House statement, Oct. 2, 1963. 

"I feel we .sha.ll a.chieve victory in 1964,"­
Tram. Van Dong. Sou4llt Vietnamese general. 
Oct. 1,1968. 

"South Vietnam Is on its way to vic­
tory •. ,"-Frederick E. Nolt1ng, U.S. ambas­
sador to South Vietnam, June 12, 1963. 

"The South Vietnamese themselves afe 
flghtlng their own battle, figh-tlng well."­
SecretM'Y of sta.te Rusk, April. 1963. 

(

"(The struggle) Is turning an important 
oorn.er,"-secretary of State Rusk, March 8, 
,003. 

"TIle corner has definItely been tUl'ned to­
ward victory In South Vietnam. "-Arthur 
Sylvester. Ass1stant Secretary of Defense, 
March 8, 1963. 

'''l'here are definttely encouraging elements 
. • . the ratio of casualties ... indicates some 
turning in the sltuatton."-8ecretary o:! 
State Rusk, Feb. 1, 1963. 

"The war in Vietnam Is going well and wi1l 
8ucceed."-8ecretary McNamara, Jan. 31, 
1963. 

"The South Vietnamese should achieve 
victory in three years ... I am confldent the 
Vietnamese are going to win the war. (The 
Viet Cong) face inevitable defeat."-Adm. 
Harry D. Felt. U.S. Commander-tn-Chief of 
Pa.c1flc Forces, Jan. 12, 1963. 

"Every quantd.tattve measlll"ement shows 
we're winning the war , .. U.8. aid to Vietnam 
has reached a peak and will start to level 
oft. "-8eoretary of Defense McNamara, 1962. 

E 
"The Communists now realize they can 

never oonquer free Vietnam."-Gen. J. W. 
an1eI, omcial m111tary aide to Vietnam, 

Jan. 8, 1961. 
"The American aid program In Vletmwn has 

proved an enormous success, one of the 
major victories of American policy "­
Oen. J. W. Daniel, official military aide to 
Vietnam, Sept. 7, 1959. 

CHILDREN'S PRAYERB 

HON. RICHARD L. ROUDEBUSH 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 22, 1969 
Mr. ROUDEBUSH. Mr. Speaker, one 

of the most incredible decisions ever 
rendered by the Supreme Court out­
lawed volunta.ry prayer in the public 
schools of America. 

Defenders of this outrage like to split 
hairs and advance the argument that 
only "prescribed" prayers were outlawed. 

This is fiction, of course, because, as 
all of our educators' are well aware, the 
interpretation of the decision has had 
the devastating effect of banishing all 
word of God, prayer, and the Bible from 
Qur public schools. 

Some people see great danger in allow­
ing a group of schoolchildren to start 
their day with a simple, child's prayer. 

But the same people applaud Supreme 
Court decisions which have given every 
porn·ographer in the Nation the green 
light to flood our mailboxes and maga­
zine stands with filthy books and maga­
zines. 

For the past several weeks we have 

been Inserting five ohlldren's prayers 
weekly into the CoNGRBSSIONAL REcORD 
which may be UBed by Gur public schools 
If they so choose. 

'lb.e Supreme Court would ban all re­
ligious aspecll! from American public 
life. but I dG not believe the American 
people desire this, nor will they allow 
such action. 

This week's children's prayers include 
the following: 

I 

We tba.nk you, God, 
For meat and drink:; 
We thank You for 
Each happy day; 
We thank You for 
Long hours of play; 
We thank You for 
Bright butterflies; 
We thank you for 
OUr own two eyes; 
We thank You for 
The 'birds that sing; 
We thank: You for 
Just everything . 

II 

o send out Thy 
Light and Thy truth: 
Let them lead me 
Let them bring me 
Unto Thy holy hill. 

(Forty·third Psalm.) 
m 

Jesus, from Thy throne on high, 
Far above that bright blue sky, 
Look: on me with loving eye; 
Hear me, Holy Jesus. 

IV 

Be Thou with me every day, 
In my work and tn my play, 
When I learn and when I pray; 
Hear me, Holy Jesus. .. 

I will praise Thee, 0 Lord, 
With my whole heart; 
I will show forth all 
Thy marvelous works. 
I will be glad and rejOice 
In Thee: IwUlstng 
Pra.1se to Thy name 
o Thou most high. 

(Ninth Psalm.) 

FORMER POSTMASTER GENERAL 
DAY OPPOSES POSTAL CORPO­
RATION AND SHOWS THAT NO 
CASE HAS BEEN PROVEN FOR 
DESTRUCTION OF THE POST OF­
FICE DEPARTMENT 

HON. RALPH YARBOROUGH 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

Thursday, October 23, 1969 
Mr. YARBOROUGH. Mr. President, 

last Thursday morning, October 16. Mr. 
J. Edward Day appeared before the Sen­
ate Committee on Post Office and Civil 
Service to give his views on the admin­
istration's Posta: Corporation proposal, 
H.R. 11750. 

Mr. Day is particularly well qualified to 
speak on this subject not only because he 
served as President John F. Kennedy's 
Postmaster General from January 21, 
1961. until September 9, 1963. but also 
because it is widely agreed by former 
Post Office aSSOCiates and Washington­
ians generally that he was one of the 

best administrators to ever serve in that 
vital Cabinet position. 

Examples of his progressive and inno­
vative services are legion. He conceived 
and inaugurated Zip Code service. he be­
gan A. B. C. D. business service-a service 
recently abandoned for so-called econ­
omy reasons-and he was the first Post­
master General to come before Congress 
himself and recommend a salary in­
crease for the postal employees. 

Aside from Mr. Day's direct experience ' 
as Postmaster General, his illustrious 
background in both business and public 
service lend even greater weight to his 
views regarding this corporation pro­
posal. Admitted to the Illinois bar in 
1938, he served. as legislative assistant to 
Gov. Adlai Stevenson In 1949 and was 
Illinois Commissioner of Insurance from 
1950 to 1953. 

His business career with the Pruden­
tial Insurance Co. of America began when 
he was made associate general solicitor 
of that firm In 1953. He was later to 
serve as associate general counsel and 
then as vice president in charge of west­
ern operations-Los Angeles 1957-60-
before President Kennedy virtually 
drafted. this highly capable citizen for 
duty as our Nation's Postmaster GeneraL 

The administration's corporation pro­
posal is quite complicated and Mr. Day's 
statement before the Post Office Com­
mittee was therefore of some length­
but it was direct and to the point and it 
brought with it the depth of experience 
and good judgment that J. Edward Day 
has always been known for. 

In his statement, he covered. every 
facet of the corporate proposal. High­
lighting his remarks, Day pointed out 
that H.R. 11750 recommends, among 
other things, that a postal corporation, 
entirely owned by the Federal Govern­
ment, be chartered by the Congress to 
Qperate the postal service on a self­
supporting basis. Yet there is no clear 
and convincing argument why reform 
cannot be accomplished within the 
framework of 'the present structure .. 

Day went on to conclude that a de· 
parture from congressional control of 
Federal activities should be made only 
where it is clearly demonstrated the ac· 
tivities can be more efficiently and eco· 
nomically operated through the corpo­
ra.te structure, and a net advance to the 
Government will result. There is no evi­
dence to that effect in the case of the 
postal service. 

The basic contention of critics is that 
the Post Offlce is "on the verge of col­
lapse." Nothing could be further from 
the truth. The so-called deficit 1ft "real" 
dollars is less per capita today than in 
1950. We have fewer employees in }lro­
portion to mall volume than does Great 
Britain, Switzerland, the Netherlands, 
Belgium, West Germany, Italy, and 
Japan. In truth, we operate the most 
efficient postal service in the world. 

'lb.e unusual Chicago tie-up of octo­
ber 1966 is also cited as a symptom of 
impendlng disaster-yet critics fail to 
mention there has been no reoccurrence 
in the 3 years since. 

The postal service is compared Wifa­
vorably to TVA, yet sUCh a comparison Is 
really not valid. TVA is geographically 
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uetion of American advisors can begin 

y time now ... I can safely say the end 
~yf the war is in &tght."-Gen. Paul D. 
-pra.rltlns. commander of the Military Assist­
ance Comms.nd 1n Salgon, OCt. 31, 1963. 

"Secretary .McNa.mara a.nd Gen. (Maxwell) 
Taylor reported their Judgment that the 
malor part of the U.s. milltary task can be 
completed by the end of 1965. ."-White 
House statement, Oct. 2, 1963. 

"! feel we.shBJl achieve victory tn 1964."­
Tram Van Dong. Soutll Vietnamese general, 
Oct. 1, 1963. 

"South Vietnam is on 1 ts war to vic­
tory ... "-F'redertck E. Nolting, U.S. amba.s_ 
B&dor to South VIetnam. June 12, 1963. 

"The &uth Vietnamese them.sel ves are 
fightlng their own battle, fighting well."­
Secretary of State Rusk, April, 1963. 

( 

6'(The stnlggle) is turning an important 
corner."--secretaty of State Rusk, March 8, 
1003. 

"The corner has definitely been turned to­
ward ViCtory in South Vietnam. ·'-Arthur 
Sylvester, Assistant secretary of Defense, 
J4arcb. 8, 1963. 

'"There are definitely encouraging elements 
•.. the ratio of casualties _ .. indicates some 
turning in the sltuatiOn." SeweLa.ry 01 
State Rusk. Feb. I, 1963. 

"The -war in Vietnam Is going well a.nd wtll 
succeed."-8ecretary McNamara, Jan. 31, 
1963. 

"The South Vietnamese should achieve 
Victory in three years ..• I am con.fldent the 
Vietnamese are golng 'to win the war. (The 
Viet Cong) face inevitable de!eat."-Adm. 
Ha.:rry D. Felt, U.s. Oommander-ln-Ohief Of 
Pac11ic Forces, Jan. 12, 1963. 

"Every quanUtatlve measurement showe 
we're winning the war, .. U.s. aid to Vietnam 
has reached a peak and will start to level 
Off."---8e<'zetary of Defense McNamara, 1962-, 

B 
"The Cammunisbs now realize they CaD 

never conquer free Vletnam."-G. en. J. W. 
aniel, official military aide to Vtetnam, 

Jan. B, 196!. 
"The American aid program in Vletnam has 

proved an enormous succes.s, one of thf! 
major victories of American policy _ 
Gen. J. W. Da.niel, official milit-a.ry aide to 
Vietnam, Sept. 7, 1959. 




