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EPI' 48 
U.S. TO PROVIDE MAXIMUM PROTECTION IN VIEINAM AFTER CEASEFIRE 

WASHINGTON -~ THE UNITED STATES Wh.L CONDUCT ir,lLIARY 
UPERATIONS Hi ... 

HUN fOLLOWING THE CURRZNI CEASEI'lRE TO ASSURE 
f'lAXII"JUPI PROTECTION fUR Ai1iERICAN PERSONNEL AND THE SOUTH IJ!ETNM1ESE 
POPULATION. THE WHITE HvlJSE SAYS. 

SHOUL ... THE tWRTH VIETNMIESE CONlIN1J~ A LOWER LEVEL OF' IOt'lEAl 
ABUllY AHER THE TRUCE PERIOD EXPiRES THIS ~JOULD HAVE "AN 
HIPORT ANT INfL UEiWE" ON U.S. POLICY DEhsrONS. WHITE HOUSE PRESS 
SECRETARY RONALD ZIEGLER SAID SEPTENBER tv). 

MIS\lJERHJG NEWSNEN·S QUESTIONS, NR. ZIEGLER SWQD IT WAS 
I'vSSlSLE. THE "LEVEL Of U.S. ~IILITARY OPERATIONS ('lAY PICK UP" 
AftER THE 72-HUUR TGKV OBSERVING THE FUNERAL OF HO CHI ~IINH 
fKRJ!.SS:SIIISHE SAl .. ~.rL IT All CONNAfWERS WUL ... COND UC 
TO (lllNlNlZE LOSSES OF ANERICAN LIVES, PROIJIDE I'IAXHIUN PROTECTION 
FOR U. S. PERSOt/(ljEL AND FOR THE SUUTH V LTNANESE POPULATION. 

~IR. ZIEGLER POINTED OUT THE LEVEL OF ENE~Ii' ACHIiITY IS ONE 
OF THREE CRITERIA SEr OUT BY PRESIDENT NIXON AS DEIER{y)INING 
FACTORS IN HIS DECISION ON WlIHDRAWING U.S. iROOPS FRON VIEH'Mlo 

AS\(ED HOW THE PRESIDENT FELT ABOUT THE Nur-iBER OF NlLITARY 
OPERATIONS CARRIED OU! BY SOUTH VIETNAt'IESE FORC_S (ARliN) DUR l.NG 
THE TRUCE PERIOD, HE SAID HE WUULi.l NOT RPT NOT WANT TO "ASSESS 
THESE BATTAl9, 9034 0 589,102115 
! HESE bAH AAQON OPERATIONQPWHICH ARVN REPORTED THEY COND UCTED." 
ASKED fURTHER I~' THE UNlTED STATES AGHEED WlIH THOSE ACT IONS, 
HE SAID, "tiE UNDERSTAND THEIR ACTIONS. ft 
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HR. ZIEGL.ER POINTED OUT THE JOINT STATENENT ON THE TRUCE PERIOD 

ISSUED BY THE U.S. AND SOUTH VIEHIAl"IESE GOVERNNENTS SAID ALLIED 
OPERATIONS WOULD bE INfLUENCED BY ENENY ACTIVITIES. HE ADDED 
THEREP= =. -43~ 91 "SU&JECIrVE INIERPR!:TATlON- PROVIDED rOV 
BY THE STWOEI>1ENT. 

OTHER U.S. OHICH.LS NOTED THAT THE SOUTH V IETNANESE GOVER NNE NT 
WAS CONSIDERING ACCEPTANCE OF THE CEASE~flRE PROPOSAL DURING A 
PERIOD WHEN CONI'lUNIS! vllLlTARY ACTIVITY WAS At A HIGH LEVEL AND 
WHEN THE tW~IBER 01' SOUTH VIETNA~i SOL;:'IERS KILLED IN ACTION HAD 
DOUbl.ED OVER PREV lOUS PER 1005. THE OfnCIALS SAID r HESE FACTOR S 
ANI) ENEMY V lOLATIONS OF ?REV IOUS CEASE-FIRES HAE TO BE TAKEN 
INTO ACCOUIlBY SAIGON OFFICIALS. 

THE U.S. OFFICIALS AL 0 NoTEDPTHAT SOUlH VI'fNMl WAS ... EING 
ASKED TO OBSERVE A CEASEnRE HOivORING THE DEATH Of AN ENE~JY VI' SONE 
2() YEARS STAND ING. 

NR. ZIEGLER SAlU, "AT NO RPT NO POINT ~iAS THERE IN ANY ~!AY 
A DETER lORATION OF RELAIIONS BETWEEN T HE UN ITED 5T ATES AND SA ICON" 
DUR ING THE DELIBERATIONS ON THE CEASEl'lRE. 

PHAT THE STATE DEPARTrIEtoIT, SPOKESI"IAl. ROBERT J. ~jCCLOSKEY TOLD 
QUESTIONERS THAT THERE HAS BEEN "NO R?T NO SPL1.T" BETWEEN THE 
UtlIIED SlATES AlJD SOUTH VIEHIA~1 ON ALLI!!:D RESPONSE TO THE VIE! 
CONG--DECLARED CEASEfIRE. 

NR 0 NCCI.OSKEY SAIi. I .. I MI SPEAKING OFF lClALL Y, AND I AN 
NOT RPI NOT DEALING WITH REPORTS CJR INTERPRETAT IONS OF WHAT 
HASTAPPENED QV THEPKIELD IN VIETNA!'," DURING THE CEASEI-IRE, 
WHICH ENDED AT 1700 GI'IT SEPTEMbER 10. 
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Nfl. ~ICCLOSKEY ALSO T01.D A QUESTIONER NOT RPT NOT TO RELATE 

A U.S. COUNTERopROPOSAL THAT THE THIRTY-THIRD SESSION OF THE P!\R!S 
TALKS BE HELD SEPTENBER 13, TO THE ALREAOY-SCHE&ULEfJ WHITE HOUSE 
REVIEW IN WASHINGTON OF THE VIETNA~j SITUATION THE PRECEDING DAY. 

THE VIET CONG OELEGAT ION IN PAR IS PROPOSED THAT THE SESSION 
SCHEDlILED FOR SEPTENHR I! BE POSTPONED UlH L SEPTE~IBER 12 S:::CtdJSE OF 
THE tlOURNING PERIOD OVER THE DEATH OF NORTH VIETtMN'S PRESlD:ii'iT 
HO CHI NINfl. 

, , 



"OUR SIIIE FINDS IT INCONVENIENT TO jllEET ON SR IDAY." jllR. tlCCLOSKEY SAID WITHCJUT ELABORATION. HE POINTED our THAT THE UNITED STATES AND SOUTH VIETNAIIl HAD AGREED TO THE POSTPONEI'lENT REQUESTED BY THE OTHER SIDE LAST WEEK. !TEN 
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EPI' 49 
U.S., THAILAND REACH PRELHIINARY 'lceORD ON TROOP REDUCTIONS (!eH;) \"ASHINGTON .- THE UNITED STATES AND THAILAND HAVE REACHED A PRELININARY AGREENENT ON THE REDUCTION OF' U.S. FORCES IN THAlLAND, BUT NEGOTIATIONY "ARE NOT RPT NOT OVER,' THE STATE DEPARTNENT SAYS. 

HOBERT J. f'.CCLOSKEY, DEPARTNENT SPOKESMM1, DEN lED PRESS REPORTS fRO~1 BANGKOK THAT THE. TALKS WHICH OPENED THERE LAST WEEK HAVE ENDELi. 
"A PRELINIrJARY AGREEf'IEtH HAS BEEN REACHED, BUT NEGDI 1AI IONS ARE CONTINUING UNrrL ALL DETA1LS ARE IRONED OUT." frlR. NCCLOSKEY SAID SEPTEN&ER 1* 
THERE 

E 48,000PU.S. TROOPS IN OVAILAr~D. 
i'IR. rlCCLOSXEY DECLlC~ED UNDER QUESTIONING TO REVEAL ANY rIG URE fOR T HE: REO UTION OF' AhER ICAtJ I'uRCES. ITEN 
~/I0/69 335P N GD 
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PRESI[}ENT NIXON VEPARES fOR V !EUA~I DECISIONS (800) JOHtl ALCERT 
VOA NEWS ANALYST 

lJASHINGTON -- WHEN NIXON'S PRESS SECRETARY "IADE THE SURl'RISE ANNOUNCENEl'a LAST NONTH THAT THE PRESIDEIJT WAS DEFERRING FOR SEVERAL WEEKS AT LEAST HIS DECISION ON FURTHER TROOP WlTH­DRAI'JALS fROM SOUTH VIETNAN. HE GIIVE EXPLICIT REASONS FOR THE DEL/iY. NR. ZIEGLER T(JLD THE NEWSi'lEN THAT ~IR. NIXON fEI..T HE NEEDED FURTHER INFOR~JAT ION AND EVAL UATION ON T HE LEVEL OF ENEtlY ACTIV lTV AS WELL AS (IN INFILTRATION LEVELS. ER SINCE. WHIrl HOUSE Ol'I'ICIALS AND SECRET ARY OF STATE ROGERS HAVE LOST NO OPPORTUNITY TO EMPHASIZE THAT AFTER A WHOLE SER IES OF ALLIED PEACE INIl'IAIIVES IT 1.S NOW TIME FOR HiE or HER SIDE TO RESPOND. 
IN LINE WITH THE ADNINISTRATION'S WILLINGNESS TO TAKE "SEI!SIol~E RISKS FOR PEACE"TO USE ~iRo ROG_RS' PHRASE--PRESIDENT NIXON ARRANGED rOR AN OVERALL REVIEW OF THE VIEI1lA~j SITUUTION. T HIS REV LEW III ILL BE UNDERTAKEN SEPrENBER 12 IN A TOpeLEVEL ~IEET ING OF fILL V !ETNAN HANDS~~INCLUD ING THE CHIEF ~JILl!ARY CO"I~jAtmERS IN THE Mil ZONE. GENERAL CRE IGHTON I'\ERANS AND ADNIRAL .JOHN NCCA!N. NR. NIXON HAS ALREADY SEEt~ U.S. Al'lBASSADOR ELLSWORTH BUNKER lliHO IS AT PRESENT IN WASHINGTON, AftER CONFERRING WIlH ANBASSADQl 

LODGE IN PARIS. 
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THE LIST OF PARTICIPANTS, AS WELL AS Nil. ZIEGLER'S ANNOUNCE~jENT OF THE !,.EET ING, ftjAKE CLEAR r HAT THE 
DISCUSSIO/l WILL BY NO !>jEANS BE R_STRICTED TO THE COP,ING 8iji5EWDAilA011;8ae~ &jTHQ8i8S-. 54~~0 )3;3) B. 975# 

AYHIG THAT NO SUCH /'lOI'IENTOUS Iell\!ijl.lR$l.lGlrJGOULD TAKE PLACW IT Hour CAREFQUG Cf'l 
G1 

VEil TO THE DEATVPl>j NORTH VIETNAftI'S PRESIDEcn HO CHI ~Jl/HI AND THE POSSIBLE mLITARY AND POLlY leAL CONSEQUENCES FUR THE HANOI LEADERSHIP=oAND HJAl'/'S PRESIDENT HO CHI 



i'ilNH AND IHE POSSIBLE NILIHRY AND POLITICAL CONSEQUENCES 
FOR THE HANO! LEADERSHlpooAND WITH II, Of COURSE. fOR THE 
WAR. WITH THE RETURN Or CONGRESS TO WASHINGTON, THE START 
OF THE FALL TERN IN THE COLLEGES AND A GENERAL PICKUP IN THE 
TEM'O AND INTENSITY OF PUBLIC POLITICAL DISCUSSION, THE 
fHXON A ... ~,INISTRAT ION CAN Nor HELP ';'UT EXPECT RENEWED PRESSURE 
bY ITS CRITICS rOR fURTHER j'jOVES TOWARD PEACE IN VIETNA~I. 

AHA~EB~L~5Sc~~ ~1XA ~A~jl\/~t~lH~5~E~np~~U§~~ ;~RT~UC~ASSING 
NEW A~jERICAN NaVES. IN ~·ACt. EDITORIAL WRITERS AND 
COLUI'iNIS1S. AS WEJ..L AS THE FORNER U.S. CH!E:f NEGOTIATOR IN 
PAR IS. MiBASSADOR AVl£RELL HARR IMAN. ALREADY HAVE DEi',ANDED 
THAT THE PRESIDENT SEIZE \IIHA'· THE NElli YORK TI~iES CALLS 
"A UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY !'OR A BOLD I~(JVE TOWARD PEACE." 

IN AN UNUSUALLY SHARP AND HlPAilENT COL UNN. JANES RESTON 
Of tHE NEW YORK TINES STATED SEPTEMbER 1 THAT THE 
ADf'iINISTRATION HAD bEEN GIVEN SUl'"rICIENT T HIE TO ADJUST TO 
ITS RESPUNSIBILII lES, bUT THAT THE SUftl~IER WAS NOW OV,;.R AND 
THAT THE PRESI"ENT "NUST GET .,EYON" AI! IT U;'ES AND PROD UCE 
POLICIES EQUAL to THE FUNDA{'IENTAL PROBLEPIS BEFORE 
THE NAllON." I'IR. RESTON'S CHARGE, ECHOED Itl VARIOUS 
\~AYS BY OTHER CRITICS, IS THAT THE PR:;SIDENl IS DEALING 
"WITH THE POLITICS OF PROBLENS" BUt NOT ~IITH POLICIES fOR 
THEIR SULUTION. 

AD~ilNISTRATION SPOKESNEN, OF COURSE, 
SEE THE SITUATION QUITE D IfF'ERENTL '(. UNDERSECRETARY OF SlATE 
ELLIOT RICHARDSON LAST WEEKEND ARGUED THAT. UNDER 
PRESIDENt NIXON, Al'IERICAN FOREIGN POLICYNHAS BElN REDEFl[~ED 
AND GIVEN "DEFINItE LONGgRANGE GOALS," AGAINSt WHIQH THE 
WaaEGE DEC$5~aES CAN bE JUDGED. IN 
OtHER \WRDS, tHE FLEXIbILIty AND PRAGMATISN SHOWN IN THE 
FlRST EIGHT MONTHS OF THE NIXON AiJNINISTRA!ION NUST HI 
HIS VIEW, NOT BE CONfUSED \;lITH DRIFT. 
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PRESSURE ON T HE WHITE HOUSE FOR FURT HER ANNOUNCENENTS 
ON V IE1'NAI"',m-WHICH, INCIOENTALL Y, ARE NOT EXPECTED TO COME 
OUT OF THE l'IEET ING--NUST NuW BE EXPECTED TO 
INCREf,SE. THERE HAS BEEN NUCH TALK IN THE PRESS ON HOW 
THE UNITED STATES CAN UTILIZE THE BRIEI' CEASE-FIRE ANNOUNCED 
BY THE OTHER SIDE IN HONOR Of HO CHI ~IINH TO WORK fOR A 
PER~IANENT END TO HOSTILITIES. THE NEW YORK TINES AND 
OTHER NEWS MEDIA Cl.Altri THAT WASHINGTON HAS IN fACT DECIDED 
NOT TO INITIATE NEW ACTIONS Ii THE ENENY HOLDS OFF A 
RESU~IPTION OF COMBAT IN SuUTH VIETNAM. 

- --------

ADNINISTRATlON SPOKESNEN HAVE REI'USEii TO COI'/NENT ON THESE REPORTS. 
HOWEVER, THERE IS REALLY NO NEED TO. PRESIDENT NIXON STATED IN HIS 
PEACE HlITIATIVE Of !'IAY 14TH THAT HE SEEKS A FORI'IAL AGREENENT 
ON NUTUAL TROOP WITHDRAI1:ALS ANIJ AN END Of HOSTILITIES. 
HE ADDEO THAT THE U.S. IS ALSO WILLING to ACCEPT DE FACTO 
\oJlTHDRAWAL OF r~ORTH VIEINA!',ESE fORCES If HANOI FEELS II 
DIFFICL~T TO ADMIT THAT IT HAS TROUPS THERE. 

IN tATER STATEl'lENTS THE PRESIDENT HAS EPIPHASIZElJ THAT THE L';:;VEI. 
Of HOSl"ILITIES IS SET "Y.THE ENEMY, NOT BY THE ALI.IES. 
If THE OTHER SIDE REDUCES N!LITARY ACTIVITY, SO WIl.L THE 
UNlIED STATES. SECRETARY ROGERS, IN DISCUSSING THE 
RECENT l.ULL IN THE FIGHTING, REVEALED THAT THE U.S. 
ACTUALLY REDUCED ITS ACTIVITY IN RESPONSE TO fEWER 
ENEMY Art ACKS. T HERE IS. THEREFORE. NO NEW ANER ICAN DEC ISION 
OR INT IT IAIIVE REQUIRED FOR DE-ESCALATING THE nGHT ING. 
ALL 1HI\T IS NEEDED IS FOR HANOI NOT TO STEP UP THE 
FIGHTING. ITE~1 
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