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LAIRD SEES TROOP REPLACEMENT 'wITHIN REASONARLE TIME' (768)

WASHINGTON, == THERE IS "NO RPT NO QUESTION™ TRAT THE
CURRENT VIETNAMIZATION PROGRAM CAN LEAD 70 THE REPLACEMENT OF
ALL AMERICAN COMSAT TROOPS IN THE WAR ZONE ITHIN A REASOMABLE
TIME, SECRETARY OF DEFENSE WELVIN R. LAIRD S5AYS,

SPEAKING IN A PRE=TAPED INTERVIEW THAT WAS TELEVISED AT THE
CLOSE OF THE DAY OF mMORATORIUM ON THE VIETHNAM WAR, MR, LAIRD
ALSC EXPRESSED HIS BELIEF 1IN LEGAL ARD LAWFUL DISSENT ARD
ACKNOWLEDGED THE "FRUSTRATION IM THIS COUNTRY OVER TWE LENGTH
OF THE WAR,"

HOWEVER, HE MAINTAIMED TMAT "1T woULD BE A GRAVE ERROR TO
ANNOUNCE DATES AS TO FUTURE RECUCTIONS IH FORCES OR ANYTHING ELSE,”
BECAUSE SUCH STATEMENTS COULD LEAD TO DISSIPATIMNG "ANY QPPORTUNITY
TO NEGOTIATE A SETTLEMENT.”

"aND I BELIEVE THAT YOU CANROT RPT NOT JUST THROW AwAY THE
OPPORTUNITY FOR NEGOTIATIONS IN THIS YEAR 1569," HE DECLARED,

“WwE WANT TO MOVE ENTO THE ERA OF MEGOTIATIONS, “E DOW®T RPT HOT
WANT TO MOVE AWAY FROM AN ERA OF NEGOTIATIONS,”

THE SECRETARY OFFERED HIS OBSERVATIONS IN THE FIRST OF A
SERIES OF PROGRANS ENTITLEw "THE PRESIDENT®S mEN,“ AIRED NATIOHALLY
OVER THE NATIONAL EDUCATION TELEVISION METVORK WEDNESDAY NIGHT ==
OCTOBER 15, EXCEPT IN NEw YORX, WASHINGTON aMD PKILAVELPHIA, WHERE IT
WILL BE SHOWN OCTORER 1S§.
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