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l.AIRD SEES TROOP REPI.ACEtoJENT 'HTIlIN REASONABLE TIr~E' (100) 

WASHINGTON, -- THERE IS "NO RPT NO ~UESTIO~" rH~T THE 
CURRENT VIEtNAMIZATION PROGRAM CAf'/ LEAD TO TI-IE REPLACEl1E"lT OF 
A!..l. AMERICACi COl"19AT TROOPS IN THE ~IAR lONE lTliI'" A REASOk!ABLE 
rIME, SECRElAFlY 01" DEFENSE NEI.VIN R. LAIRD SAVS. 

SPEAKING IN A PREaTAPED INTERVIEW r~AT WAS tEl.EVISED AT THE 
CLOSE OF THE DAY OF I~ORATORIUM ON T1-I£ VIElMA!'] WAR, NR. l.AIRD 
Ill.S0 EXPRESSED HIS BELIEI' l~J LEGAL ANI) LlIlI'rUL I)lSSENT AND 
ACKNOWLEDGED THE "FRUSTRATION I~ THIS COU"ITRY OVER T~E LENGTH 
OF THE WAR." 

HOil/EVER, HE MAIN rAINED THAT "11 \,'OULD BE: A GRAVE ERROR TO 
ANNOUNCE DATES AS TO FUTURE REPUCTlO!lS IN FORCES OR 1\r.JY!HING ELSE," 
BECAUSE SUCH STATEMEtJIS CQULO LEAD TO PISSIPATI~G "A~Y OPPORTlJIIITY 
TO NEGOTIATE A SETTLE~ENr.· 

.. AND I BELl EV E THAT YOU C A'J:iOT ~P! ~OT JUST THROW A\oIAY THE 
OPPORTUNITY FOR NEGOTIATIONS IN THIS YEAR 1969," H~ DECLARED. 
"\>1£ WMJT TO NOVE INTO Tl-IE ERA Of ~!EGOrl.tjT10NS. hiE: DO,!'T RPT flOT 
WANT TO ~iOVE AWAY FR 0 I'. At: ERA Of !>lEGOTlATlOfllS.· 

THE SECRETARY OFn:R£D HIS Oe5EF/VAnor~s III THE FIRST OF A 
SERIES OF PROGRA~,S ENIlTLEu "THi!: PfiESIOEI-lT"S i'IEN," AIREl) NATIONALLY 
OIlER THE NAllO~AL EDUCATION TF.LEVISION NEWORK ~,EDNE:SDAY '-jIGH':: _a 

OCTOBER 15, EXCEPT IN NEW YOR!(. "'ASHI!jGTON !l'J!) PHl1:.AiJELPHIA, V:liERE IT 
WILL BE SHOWN OCT08ER 16. 
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