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Tlle'l\ew Optimists-III ~ I Dc:j 6. i 
'ret Seen as Vietcong"s Peak 

'By Robt-rt G, Ka.lser wi5dom about the Vietcong; Impression. Rather, they in~ 
Washlull:ln Pod ~~ flot.r'tlt. sist that things are £Olng 

SAIGON- The ~ational much better now than ev~r 
Llb(oration Front was a moow Jiefo-re...z and that an inde. 
el of sucre.5sful insurgency, wisdom or to. . peno-ent SaIgon government 
T1~htry or!!anized. brilJiant~ is a ,new cpU- .. can preva.U with contlnued 

Iy Jed~ resourceful and in~ misrn among American of· '. ~~_s~-~_ t~~~~~~~~~-geniou5. the VktC'ong Urst ~ here that is based 
stole thc countryside from largely on the increasingly 
under the noses of Saigon's popula.r thl'ory t.ltat the Vtet~ American officials: 
many governments and cong are now too weak to here, including hidH1mking 
their American aUies. then prevail tn South VIetnam. diplomats, b.£l!eve that the 
defied them to take it back.' This thcory has gained e-nemy's ~'pparenUY dete-rio-- 4-

Americans In Vietnam Wide currency in the Amert·. rabng position in theSQWl~ 
took a long time to .gree un mission here. and it is t.ry:slde -eQuid brrng a chanlfp' 
on it, but today such a dd· being reported to Washing. in HanOI'. attitude at l!:te' 
inttion of the Vietcong is. ton. It 1'5 probahly one of the Paris peace talkS. 'thtJ5e of· 

i cliche here. Through 1967, . racton Pr •• ldent Ni.on 18 flcials ,speculate that the-' 
- many Amert.ln oCficlAlls In·:: ... eigblng most carerullY a. ' Communists mal' conclude­
: sisted on undemUmatlng . he tries to nnd a way out; that they can salvage more 
. theLt enemy, but 1M Tet of· • or Vietnam. - _ bv ne~Qtiating than by Iijf . 

. ~~ve ofearJyl968cUilged "~n~~e;o~p=~~lt~ i~e:~·~ '!~:1::;;:i::'"= . 
u _ the Tel' offellll..,: -1M war Is abouUo be won,- dOclmated.-

: clwIiled _ the _"tloba! -_ ih01lill tlIe,y often lea ..... that·; See OPTlllU8T~ AU. (lo!.1 .. 
) 1-.", .' ' )t: 
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~)i>TDnSTS, From Al pDinl;, but L1e n(w o;>timi,l,s 'pirit" h" med. It possibl. 
m"kil them, too. Thf'Y are to pacify most ()f the pnn'* 

But thlg "':ew L~.l1.aIQiY 
qi$]llJlt..ii-br:othe.t-..nfficlalsJ .. n.... wilUng to acknowledge»05- inee. 
Yif'tnam. {'sp£.>da!ly military sible flaws in their argu.. ,:j!ore practieal1y,lt is 6aid, 
rJ!icers. \'hQ~·~ rt3!on"tiiiI ments. still insisting that on there ~~_._!L<;I-1Q_Mt'r ;!!!lL!td-

rFfanoi would be weB a<h'i!ed b81anC'e~ t.~eir optimism is \~an~~.!~ life -ynd'tr _the 
\ to remsJn oh:sUr.3:le whUe the justifted I Vietcong but wre !I.1"e 

( ~nited'Stat('s is withdrawing Typtcal of these C{lnfident nUmerous-ap~~ad. 
I truovs under increasIng PTe,S- \·an~""e.s. Xow th.:ot ·~c .. , a~ 

\
' sure, . from ArnE-ric-an pubhc optimIsts Is an :\merican of- b .. 

oplnlon. . fidal who has. .. heen in Viet- on the derensh'e. the Viet.. 
1n its m{\..q, popular form. nam for ~2L!.. decade. cong must preiSS into service 

tne theory of the Vietcong's lhs early yean here- were E'boe\-ci ~hey can find. Theil" 
de-mise goes sometbing like st}C'nt as a critic of American 
thi .. : policy,' -neD a pessimist taxes aTe now If?xtremely 

a--ul .... oU'-ome of the high, much high\'" than the 'the. tet "tlacli, of 1968 = '" ~ 
cost the \t1.etcoI!1!_ t.~()usandl war, he now exudes opU. go\·ernmlf?ot's. V I ~ teo n g 
of their mo.t valuable eadre, mism, Jlnd oilers a detailed ("""as are sultje<t to military 
tnrb.!d;ng l~j}la~able vet~ defense or his new position sweepti. air iltrike-s and tr~ • 

, .rans of t1,.10to :2() years of -but not. pl""se, for .. uoU- tillery lIre an<! the :-''LF's i 
r~'·olution.ry activity, ThUll tlon. _ _ •• __ _ 
t.."te b01dness and ingenuity Hi! might be calJed the SU.4VV

W
_ gO\-ern.ment ~ dis-

Ihat mad. the Tot offens!"" advanced optimists' theory, appea.red or gone uod .... · 
pr .... lbl. was lar::ely cUmin- SUPl>Orted In part or com· groun<!, oHering f.w If any 
ate<! in the bloodJ' wll of !)Ie pletel, by a number oJ the benefits w ita follow ..... 
offen,Ive Itself, most Ir.nowledgal>le Nn.d·. Mor.over, th. optimistic 

The incredibly determinf>d cans here and b)-~ many. Yiet~~' 8nalYlis cGntinues~ South 
troop, ",00 [ought ,ulcidally nam • .., gov.rnment, OfO·lli1.tna.m has been trans· 
i~~o the Atr.crican EmbassY . clabo (ormed from a quiet agrar· 
""mpound. the I.aders 01 .... !mplletl In tills opotlmism lan economy inlo a hustling 
saults on ibe citl •• tllrougb. Is" beUef th8't the ""n<!i. mark.tplace of consumer 
out the country_ the politi!'sl tion!S which existed in the goods. Motorbikes, radios, 
cadre wbo c.me Into the first half of tn. 19f1Os ",ben tel.visln"" and other appll· 
open for the first time w !be loUbu!1tc 111 iotren;th. .• _ ances ba •• tranll!'ormed th. 
lead the "general uprisl:lg" aDd orglOtllRii 'k>cal admlnls-' liVe! And al!'bltlons of urban 
-all these were lo.e !ratione _ '. "cl-", .oot~ Vletn/l.meSe an<! many pea.. 

Sin", the., the tbeof"!' perfol'll»<l1he gn~..........mt's . anti. too. ,<: I contiliueS, the local "i.kong on .,f'tY <Quo!.." ... Se'nianI --__ One. ~Jlfind tel.,i!lon 
,ha\~e beco.::ne progressh+cly Fa!) once 1\TO~~ now aeria.1s in the deepe-st cor· 
\ ",eaker, Thousand. .I1,,'e virtually dl""9pe&n!d. Viet. ne" of the 'Mekong Delta. 

"cbIeu .I1uIed" Or ramed to nam....,~.ty bas cb.mged Even wbere th<>re Is no .1.,.,. 
til' go.emlnent 5ld. rather radiNll7 sin<'e Ill6!\, almost tricily and radio;' can be 
than fight: on agalru;t' in- entirely In WIly. ~at wed< found In almost any bamlet 
ereasingly" ath· • ....,' odd.~· against the Vlt'tcoiig aecord- in VietnJlm. 1I!otorbll<es ha". 
Thousands mo .... hi ... bee1I Ing \0 tbe ma\yolo.' ;.. ' .. become a way of lif. In \,Iet· 
elimina\.lld ty u... 1"boeeIa ,,' . :,_., _ nam. Capitalism has eoJlU1 
program wblch Inru,__ C r:'1 "1111""'-n,- \O!)Io scene "r tne "",,'oln· 
It'ftM.I aD4 jails V~ 0IIe ~D<ed ofIirW tlOll,'" 1M re.olutioll bas 
cadre, ... .,. ddlI • 1 , ...,.,.., t . ~ leNt \emI>OrII'1- ! 

• __ ~...... _ ,. tile iIII1ioa ill \iii.,',. ir- a' ~ -~.~ , ,,' .~. ..I., I ,.... iIIIl- belle d" . , 
i , Th. :OlLr has lost ('On"""· rldlrulou. lie:; ;~ ,~Ylnlam r. ctr ..... ·, . 

or most po~!ated_ltr('a";s qf co~ told them. Tbelr Pl'f>- Thb analysis Is not easily 
~cl'untO'$idt', therefore )lagands. W&os UJ'K'Iballenged.H tested. for Us as.sumptlonl 
lo,lng it •. l:>~'..l!1D~rultlnl( - 'l'easllnl,s Ix'Ue""d tbat Sai-' about what appealed Ol"lg· 
ne ... =.!met Today the gon had been almost de- Inally to followen of the 
Front', ¥aunted orga_ol .. Jl"n stO'oyed ttuit Ame~ In ,.NLF eannot be proved. But 
is In di.or!:~._o,,--wone; in mem', 'pe.!..,. 1'aII the i<'\" ')there Is no doubt that the, 
rna. ny are"l' jt (s ;;)id. to _ be .. M'IIm&nt and o!I! ... _S, lie V fir bas radically ebanged I' 

non~.!E~m. or tlependent> .. !d, . ' , ,Vl.tnlIm. The", IS Wide­
on a bandful of loral ""d...,. , But todar.tho.-..t. of "'-,s pre ad .g ...... ment among 
where once there werr ,bu ... ; tl>le.lsl<>n leU 1IlI(! huadredo .; .. UIe Vletnames .... koowJ· . 
dreds_ : '" <>l thou""ndo of radios later. .dg"'~I' outsidera here that : 

To sup ort thr theor , cf., V • t . the 'lelcong have largely 
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1:05 l.a't ~us~_vn;; '.H"".:U",~a. ~c: \..lUll. 
UJ eut>" O[ tnou_nds Of raod er, the Vietcong have largely 

To support tn, theor;, of. ,.the VIetname .. pea~antry I •• lost their ciJum to the af. 
ficial. hc" ".nerall)' cit. no longer so gum!> e, Ordl· 'r""tions of tbeir old fol. 
lhe sam(, bits of "vidence; nary PE'Ople daUy S~ and ""lowers ~ 
Thl' sC'lC-{''\--ido:>nt 13('t that hear thlngs th:'t they DeViM' The reVOJutlon used to be 
Vietcong lo$!('s at let were dl"earned of m tbe early 08SY and attractive. Now it 

fact that ihLYietcong now vet:sion of natto,.] end uncomfortable. Many Soutb I 
('no'"mQut: th" s{"l[·e\ident 1960s The~ get I detailed Js rigorous. dangerous and II 

~~~~l th~rY!:~;;J~~~ ;;~d v~e~~n~ ~:pt=~r:. !!e~~~~e~nie7e5t?!arently; I 
(,f'ntP;!To1- '\0rth Yietnam· Si~ 196', !hlli analys~, What (,QuId r('verse the 1 .. 1 
('Sf tt~QI.;~in~ ~omlD:lJb·. rontinues. th~ V Jetcong h8'\e, trend and put the Viptcong 
Yil:"tentl~~ rcp-oTts from ,al'S,9 lost lhelr popular sup- back jn the ascendancy'! 
prisoners and ralUers about PQrt. 1n tM early days of The new optimists offer few 
the de!ll!rate $traits t!te th~ losll"r'gency there wee Gswers to that question. 
Commurilsts are in. and real ?enef!~ to Ute under "lC Presfdent 'I1l1eu were ' 
!tati!ticrs showinil how many e VletcOng. Land fiU d:!1 assassinated, that might do I, 
th.Q~lLq~~LJJle"Vc:t:... trlbuted to flll'l1>el'>, lac It," oays <>ne, foreseeing a I: 
{members of the Vietcong "",,1e.. that Saigon. had possible unr •• eUng of the l' 
tnCra!trurtureL.hI."e been. ne\'er provided were 1va11i .... Saigon go'VernmeD't that 
nttutrallt-ed. and how ~ able. reasonably ~ Joe ,would both encourage the " 
iji~uc~l!Y paclnclUon Is pro· elections {suspended bY· .. Vietcong and <Ii_ursge the " 
~~.sing, almost \Vlthout~ Dlem~ were held, _' populace. ' 
position, LF Support Estimated . Some oWclal. belle"e the 
~iv1r!('nC'e to contra~ "I.am convinced," lays." enemy do serious, though 

diet the the<>ry i1l not easlIY (,)M American who was here . perhaps only tempotan'~ 
found. thou~h there are a at the lime, "that _ in 1964'· damage to the pac!lticaUon I I 
numbeT of seasoned cynjcs anst 1965. &i least M per.'': .program by targeting Its 
e,_lally .mon~ the Viet· eent at the ~!'\Llldh:eIY .:,.fo",e. against such vulner. 
name!Je. who sWI aTe un- lU~d the r tc~me. ~rut -'.'. b 1 e padflcatlon targets 
wi11m( to believe that the eij)M=;t"the~ ;tii tbe . U.S. loeal' forees 1n mar. 
VtetcolJ.g.J~ in such nrecarl· ~." ," glnally secure areas, new 
O\ll~. - T!ie •• _ official' think. village dev.l.pment pro-
Some American Vie",. ' . the num¥f of ~l1F wJ?POrt- . __ grams, and local offlcla15. 

, Itl ... en lll!w IS no mil!:! th~ 19 But many of tile optimIsts 
O!~:'~l \ i!W:v~:5":a~a ~ .ft W"Tfe .... ':;'"'[:'..: 1J~ . belleve-fuat purely military 
Vifleon~ h3\'. gone under· . o~t!8l!' cban • to the~. . • .wO"'-l:~n attempt to 
ground deliberately, perhaps enee of til; 1,,\ offensive, ""'ldYahLI1! .o!~"::i~e; 
exprcs.<:;ly to mduce '.he sort Tet is much the most 1m. CO~ ,,"e OD._ - __ II' I' 
0' optimism that " now' ~. h tid I th ,.... ef~'?£t R~~1Jl:...J!!at would I 

• . ' d . pou~nt 0 ay 0 e y 'onl" weaken them more I, Oounshing on tue, a111(' in Vi~tn&.m.. Superstitious ~ , 
.side, But he has no ev!den~C Vietnarnese--of whom there . said onE'. 
to support hi' hypoth .... · ..... re m.n)'~bell.ve that the; Limits to Optlmbm 
and none ot the notoflou3 . luck 01 the whole ye&r will '" - N e 'V e r the 1 e s 11, a tnt> 
taptuNd documents confirm 00 determIned by their luck 'around the country reveals: 
it, during Tet, The VI,teon, a.. . that the new optimism ha. I 
~('te ls e,1denre th~t the :" 5u~d that Tet in 1968 was its Urn its, Despite the wide. 
, boasts made for the ChieU as bad • holiday •• It <ouId spread Ie. ling that the locaL! 
I Hoi and Phoenix programs. ha.e ~en for mUllo"" of Vietcong will soon be beat. ! 
~~ misleading. Arner .... 'Vietnamese when it laUJ'iICh~ en. this reporter found no'l 

can officials in the field ~ naUonwide attacks. . -one on several recer.t trips 
acknowledge th.t a cubrtan· In m.&nY parts at VIetnam· . who would predict when this 
ttat~umtter _oL~8wera are the Tet att.aclta resWWd In ,might happen. ' 
only_Afarl A.oslll.!tl1l. or insig· Vietcong o<'.C\I.potlon of tee· How long will It take to 
nillcant IIgure. looking far rltorie. tbK bad been ron· compietely pacify Rachkien 
a temporary accommodation trolled by Saigon, "Three to district in Longan Province. 
witb the government. six month. under VC <.'On' an hlstorie Vletmlnh and 
~I.ny of .the su,pected ~Ol'" say' Col. Duong Hlen 1>1L1' stronghold Just south 

V!et<ong arrested by the Ngbll, the provlnoe mlef of of Saigon' "I hope we will 
,Phoenix program a.. able Vlnhlong, "gave the peGpl. bave all C hamlets by the 
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Ene111Y's High .. Wate,·lYlark" 
'." , 

or B? Capt. Hoa giggled t...i.e iorm-ef Or wm yet pre· cent mont!:s. Xorth Ylet· 
5f>1f<ono;clously and showed diet the latter. namese £o!t1iers h::l";e moycd 
the finc. goU trimmings of ~f tbe loc-..d Yic~C'Ong can into the \Icl..-on;: Del!a for 
his teeth. But he dld not an* maintain the b-a~t pr'et.('nse i.he first til:'tW. "'They may 
swer. How long? "You know, of a p1"@sence in much of the /lose the revolution but stm 
it is \oery hard to bring a country while Xorth Yjet- \ win tbe war," ODe American 
hamlet up to lJ .. .'- flam's lOO,OOO-c.dd troops in \ here Soan. 

The new optimism is also tn' ne-&r the South cOntinue The fru.stration of this sit~ 
limited by 'What Henry Kis· n> attack and kin a:!ied ulltion was summarized te-
singer has dt'serilli:'d as "one forees. the ~'a:r .... iil con- eently by a senior V.S. ot~ 
of the cardinal maxims of finue. It may we-H appea.r i:1 neh! in the pacifkation pro--
guerriUa war: The guerrilla the 'Cnited States. to be relaw gt-am. "If we eould Just 
wins .If be does not lose .• ,'. UYely unehang.ed. eliminate the Vietcong in-

For the gllerri1:as to lose Recent inteU~ence assess- ir.iStructure." he saie!. ''tnen 
in Vietnam, they must ments suggest that ~orth the war would be won." The .' 
acknow;e<lge defe<!t or be ~ietnam may be about to In. words" ere barely out of ru. 
eHmlltated. None o>f the of- C'Tea..:;e the number of its ~ mouth Vtilen he smiled and .. 
llClaJS in~€'rnewed for this troops wllhin strIking dis-- shruggt'd- "But of course, it 
len ... 04 artides anticipate- Ian<:<I of the South. 10...,. wouldn't be." 
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