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290 ALTHOUGH A SETTLEMENT YRICH REFLECTED THE PGLITICAL AND
MILITARY REALITIES I SOUTH VIETHAM WOULD ANOUKT To SOMETHING
(F AN ADMISSION OF DEFEAT FOR HANOI, THEY MIGHT DECIDE TO SALV AGE
WAL STILL CAN BE SALVAGED OF THEIR ORGANIZATION, PERMAPS NITH
THE IDEA OF RENEWING THE STRUGGLE AT 4 LATER TIME.

VREY MIGHT, THAT IS, EXPECT FOR THE UTTERLY INCREDIBLE
POSSIBILITY THAT THE SITUATION MIGHT EE DRAMATICALLY REVERSED IN
THE NEAR FUTURE, |

SKEPTICAL AS THEY MAY BS ABGUT AMERICAN TROOP WITHDRAWALS,
{HE LEADERS IN HANOI CABNOT IGNORZ THME PGSSIBILITY THAT THE
SOVERNMENT IN WASHINGTCY YILL PROVIDE TMEM WITH A MIRACLE,  IF
THERE IS EVEN A REMOTE CHANCE THAT THE AMERICANS WILL LEAVE FaST
ZIOUGH AND IN SUCH HUMBERS AS TQ REVERSE THT MILITARY B AL ANCE,
THE COMMUNISTS MUST WAIT AND SEE,

THE GVERNHENT IN WASKINGTON, OF COURSE, IS NOT PROPOSING
10 LET THIS HAPPENe THE ANSRICAM WITMDRAWAL, THEY SAY, WILL
BE BEARED TO THE CAPACITY OF THE SOUTH VIETHOMESE TO TAKE OVER
THE CONBAT BURDEN AUD WILL NGT ESULT IN A REVERSAL OF THE
FHLITARY BALANCE, THEY MAY VERY WELL SE RIGHT,

YET THE CGAUIUNISTS, APPARENTLY, DG KOT SEE IT THAT WaY. THEY
KBOW THAT THZ POLITICAL AND MILITARY ODDS 1N SOUTH VIETN AN
ARE NOW HOPLLESSLY STACKED AGAINST THEN, THEY ARE
GONVINCED THAT THE EFFECT OF AN AMERICAN WITHDRAYAL WOULD PE 10
EVEW THOSE ODDS AND THEY FIND IT HARD TC BELIEVE THAT THIS IS
REALLY WHAT WE INTEND TO DO,
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