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NIXON TO ANNOUNCE ARY FURTHZR tIG WITHDRAWAL OF UeS. TRUGPS (332)

WASHINGTON == THE WHITE HQULZ SAYS ANY FURTHEZR
SUBSTANTIAL VWITHDRAWAL OF Uese TROUPS FROM VIETMAM WILL BE
PRECEDED BY A PRIZIDZHTIAL ANIGUNCILIZNT,

ANSWERING QUESTIONS [QVEMZER 25 ALJUT (ATERIAL MADE AVAILABLE BY
THE DEPARTMENT OF DIFZISZ, WHITZ HOUST PRESS SECTITARY RONALD ZIEGLER
SaID THAT ANY “SuBSTARTIAL tITHCRALALS THAT WOULD BE MADE WOULD
BE ANNOUNCED ARD VOULD RE BASED ON THE THREZESBCRITERIA™ ESPABL ISHED
EARLIER THIS YEAR BY PRESIDEINT HIXON,. '

THE PRESIDENT, IN HIS MAY 14 ADDRESS QM VIET!AM, SAID U, S,

TROOPS THERE WOULD BE REPLACED EY SQUTH VIEZTXASTSE AS THE S0UTH
VIETHNAMESE ARMY BECAME CAFASLE OF TaKING 3REATER RESPOWSIBILITY,
THE LEVEL OF VIOLENCE IN SQUTH VIET:AM PERNITTED, OR PAOGRESS
WAS MADE IN THE PARIS TALKS. KR, ZIEGLZX SAID IN ANSWER

TO A QUESTION THAT AAY OME OF TWE CRITZRIA COULD FORM THE BASIS
FOR A FURTHER wITHDRAWAL.

TRE URITED STATZS ¥a5 ALRE MY [T THZ 04l A8RQUNCED BY PRESIDERT
NIXOR OF REDEPLOYING SEL£7C UeSe TROOPS ZY DSCINEIR 15, WHEN MR,
NIXON ANNQURCED THE SECCONL PHASE GF THAT VITHDRAUAL, WHITE HOUSE
SOURCES TOLD MEWSHMEN THE MOMENTUM OF WITHDRAWAL MIGHY
DRAW DOWN THE FORCE LEVEL Q4% T8 Twl PSRCTYT SELOYW AUTHORIZED
STRZUGIH,

THE LEVEL OF U.S, FORCES ACHIEVED EY THT CUTTACK OF 62,800 MEN
IS 484,280, MR, ZIEGLER INDJICATED THE #iI3R OF TROOPS AC&UALLY
PRESENT IN SOUTH VIETNAM COULD URCP LY AS MUCH AS TWwD OR THREE
PERCENT BELOW THAT FIEGURE UITINMCUT AF adNQUMCTMEMT,
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HE SAID HE HaD "0 RPT L{ APLIFICATIOSN TQ NAKS™ UHEY ASHED
IF THE PRESIDINT CO’TIUID TG APET THAT 175,238 QR MORT TROOPS
COuLD BE ORDIRED MO SURLINS 1Su9,

ASXED A30UT COMMENTIS BY XUGAW THUY, THZ CHIZF TOTTY VITTRAMEST
NEGOTIATOR IN PARIS, THAT IT 15 "SSSE¥TIAL® FOR THT UUITSO STATES
;3 HAVE PRIVATZ TALKS UITH THE VIZT €045, &R ZITALER REPLIED

ATs

“QUR POSITION HAS BEZH, IY REZLATION TO HEZTINGS WITH THE VIET
CONB, WE WOULD NOT RPT NOT MZET PRIVATELY WITH THEN, WS WOULD
SIT IN ON NEETIHGS WITKR THE SCUTH VIETNAMESE COVERNMEINT IF QUR
PARTICIPATION WAS HELPFUL.™ ITEM
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