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PEOPLE'S lNroRMATION - THE MECHANISM 

A .. chani .. muat be developed to carry out the People'a Information Annex 
of the 1970 Pacification and Development Plan. The following might uaefully 
be cOD8idered fl)r thb purpoae. 

An inter-miniaterial comaittee baa been auggested which would include the 
principal miniatera whoae miniatriea should be especially active in the 
Peopl. '. Information Progr.. This cOlllDittee at monthly meetings could review 
propo.ala for monthly People'. Information campaigns, presented to it by ita 
ataff. 

The monthly People'. Information Campaign could be 1I1"itten in a s_l1 pocket 
booklet nch a. the OM attached. This booklet would provide a ai.-ple outline 
of baaic pointa to be included in the .oath'. campaign. The committee would 
rec_nd thb booklet to the Cabinet, ¥bich could review the aubatance""f 
the caapa1go and conduct a Cabin.t level diacuaaion of the pointa contained 
io it a. the fint netional aelliinar on the .ubject. 

Follawtoa the Cabinet' •• "inar, the booklet would ba widely di.tributed 
throughout the loverruneot, and all unita of the government would 
hold'dmilar seminara cU.cusaing the booklet. Thu. each . 
lI1nisterial office. each prOVince staff, each diatr:ict ataff, each vUlase 
.taff, .. ch Ililitary uoit, each PSDF unit, would bold a discua.ion among ita 
member. of the painu in the book. No _eting .hould inelue more tban 
20 people. Each me.ber of the discussion would rec.ive a copy of tb. book 
to retain io hia po ••••• lon dur:ing the month. An inapection .,stea .hould 
be imple_nted io order to require the r.teotioo of the book by SO"ft!~ot 
eaploye.a durlnl the .ootb. 

Aft.r the fir.t di.cu •• ion .e •• ion, ¥bich would iuclude an explanation of 
the id ... in the booklet, individual participant. intbe.e ae •• iona abould 
be instructad to So out and dbcu .. with their faml1ie., the seneral public, 
etc., the id ... in the book. '!Iefore the eod of the montb an additional 
meeting of tbe oriSinel participaot •• hould be held at which a further dia­
cusaion of ita idea. would he undertakeo. Thi •• hould not only di.cus. the 
ideaa th ... elva., but .hould a1.0 r.port public r .. ctions to the idea. for 
submi •• ion up throuah cbennel. to the chief. of province, lllioiaten, etc. 
Theae .... loDS .hould al.o report 00 preci.ely what .. ch sovernment employee 
actually did to transllit the .. terial io the booklet to the seneral public. 

Non-SoYeromeotal citi~eD8 viii DOt he required to participate in aeminar. 
or otherwise eD8&le in thi. progr... Gov.rnaeot eeployee. Viii be required 
to cootact thea, however, end arou.e their inrere.t. 

At the end of the month, the People'. Information Ioter-mini.terial camlliittee 
should hold another .. etioa to review the coaaent. received from the meeting. 



• • 
of the varioua offiee. of the govenwant. The.e e_at •• bou1d be con.oUdated 
for .u ..... ion to the c.biDet and to the Preaident of tbe Rapubllc a. the 
opinion of the public. 

Direetive. _t be d..,e10ped by which the .ubordll18te eoa.nd l."el. can be 
cl .. rly 1afo~ of thelr role ia tbe l'eop1e'. Iafomatioa Prograa. All 
t,Ddlvl ... 1. nceJ.vina pay frOll the govenaent, e1vU and lII:I.lltary, .hould be 
uadar oIIllptloa not only to receive aDd diacu .. the ide .. In the _thly 
c:a.patp. but. alao to report at the end of the IIOnth what they had dODe to 
.pread the won to their t.d.l1e. and _-IJOW~ntal citlzen •• and to report 
beck to tbe &ove~nt the vl ... of the public on tbe 1 •• ue. rai •• d. 
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TOPIC FOR STUDY SEMINAR 
POLITICAL MOBILIZATION 

SELF _SUFFICIENCY 
and 

US TROOP REDEPLOYMENTS 

,_ .. • 



Since the enemy was defeated 
at Tet Mau Than, the government 
has made the greatest effort to 
increase the size and capability 
of our armed forces. Taking" 
advantage of the enemy',sweak­
ened condition, we have 
mobili,zed the nation, created 
the peoples self-defense forces, 
increased the RF /PF, and 
added air and artillery firepower 
to the Vietnamese forces. We 
have a large "river navy" to 
secure our rivers and canals, 
and mechanized armored 
forces to assist in securing our 
road ne.tworks. All of this has 
been done by the Vietnamese 
using the support and aid provided 
us by our allies, 

• 



notably the United States. Why 

have we been able to do this in 

the last two years when we have 

not accomplished such a large 

task before? There are two 

anSwers: first, since the begin­

ning of this phase of the war, the 

attempt by Hanoi to take from us by 

force the free part of Vietnam, 

it has been our goal to carryon 

the fight alone against the 

communist supported enemy; 

but a nation and its armed 

forces must take time to 

mature. It is no unusual or 

unique thing that we are doing, 

for it has always been our aim 

to fight our own battles alone. 

In 1970 and 1971 we are able 

to do more and more of this 

task alone because the work, 

effort and sweat of former years 

begins to have fruit. That fruit 

is sweet and of good quality. 

The second reason that we are able 

to advance so quickly to, self­

suffiCiency in the armed forces is 

because the enemy' gambled at Tet 

Mau Than and lost. He los t many 

of his best commanders and 

political cadre. As it takes us 

(the government) a long time 'to build 

leaders and expertise in our govern­

ment and military forces, it also 

takes many years for the enemy 

to replace the experienced people 

that he lost at Tet Mau Than. 

"J;aking advantage of his weakness 



these last years we have acceler­

ated oureffo rts. in taking over the 

burden .of the fighting from our 

allies. We will continue at a fast 

rate to do this in 1970, 'and 1971. 

The enemy continuously. under 

our (and our allies) guns and 

bombers has not been able to win 

in spite of the large amount of 

war material ind infiltrated 

manpower. These n.ew NVA units 

came to South Vietnam because the 

local VC were and are unable 

to recruit or kidnap enough local 

people to build up their weakened 

forces. :The NVA forces are at 

a gre,..t disadvantage when they 

come to the south to fight us. 

They are' young and intxperienced. 

They do not have the firepower. 

support that our forces have. 

As a result, the RVNAF have 

been victorious each and every 

,tiIne we have met th,is invader .• 

We have twice shown our sting to 

the NVA forces in C~u Doc. 

Our forces are eager to administer 

a bea,tlD.g if they crawl out of their 

"Jllouse houses. II 

Our forces have gained the 

confidence that comes with 

mlleting and defeating the enemy 

in battle. At Tet Mau Than the 

enemy surprised us. At least 

one-half of our forces were not 

on duty because they were qbserv­

ing the cease-fire. ,.Many of our 

officers were away from their 

units to observe the holiday. 



Even in this weakened condition 
our army rose to the task and de­
feated the well prepared and 
well·led enemy. Since· that victory, 
our national confidence has increased 
a hundred-fold. We have introduced 
democracy and election of village 
officials in the midst of a war. Not 
because of weakness but because' 
we are strong enough to afford it. 

CONFIDENCE IN OURSELVES 
is the key to our self-sufficiency, 
People who for gene rations 
have lived under a foreign dom­
ination as this nation did under the 
French, often lose their national 
self-confidence •. This nation-did 
so from 1946 until 1968. 

But at Tet Mau Than we had our 
. confidence restored. We shall 
not lose it again regardless of 
the hardship of self-sufficiency, 

We can now walk on our own two 
feet. W.e cannot yet run. For that 
reason we need our allies support 
for our armed, forces. for some .. 
time to come •. TheUnited States 
has lost =ore than 35,000 dead in 
assisting. us to turn back the 
·aggressors until we j:ould gain 
military self-sufficiency •. , 

In 1970 many US infantry soldiers 
will leave Vietnam for .hoine •.. This 
is because many Am~rican people 
feel we should carry the combat 
role and that US ~ombat 
deaths and injuries should be;u 



lowered. It is also because we 
no longer need .as much help as we 
once needed and we can, therefore, 
say.to these Americans--"yes, to 
some extent you are right and we 

are ready. II 

So in 1970 as US troopS are 
reduced in number there is no 
reason to be fearful. .Our armed 
forces are ready and able. 
These redeployments of our allies 
are done with prior planning and 
knowledge. of our armed forces. 
We will not be surprised. Our 
allies'have stated they will provide 
the means and extra support . 
needed by our forces to bear the . 
burden of the war. This is all we 
can ask for because it is true 

that with such support the enemy 
cannot overcome us. 

We believe the enemy will have to 
try to make a military effort against 
our armed forces and our pacifica­
tion program in the near future. 
This is no reason to become alarmed. 
It is an opportunity to show him our 
strength and capability so that his 
leaders will accept the fact that he 
cannot take by force what is ours. 
This will damage the VC cadre morale. 

. This new self- sufficiency should be a 
motivating factor for all Vietnamese. 
It means cooperation, determination, 
and hard work for ali citizens. The 
rewards for self-sufficiency is self­
government and self-determUlation • 

. .tJ 
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l3ackgrbund::' Since th'e beginriirilf·tjfl record~dVietnameae hiatoty,in'" times of great erlaia'thll'Vietnamese •. have put aside thei:r'ihdlvidwl1, '., : , '. religious and i-e gi'o rial dtffet-ence" ' " .: andhav'e met the' 't:hallenge of.the .. invad.r ••. OUr hl.tcJry·{s filled with c' . ,. the hero ric acts .of a .united Vietriame.fJl! populatlon whci·heeded· the call' of It heir ' leaderli and pla'cedthenaHon'iJ, ,." survival above)all>the~fam!ily lhld' .'.1, V person.l conllid'era:tfo'ns~'''\' .• ,,-;:1 ;'.' r " ',' ': ,t o 

o " • !' '",.j.:::. 
In recehtJMs'tory.the're'was':a''Ullit1:<I!'' of political foras' :bandl!d together ?'.I':', to oust'the French rulers who had temporar:!ly taken' frc,:mc-uB 'oui-.! ,:' I':. sove reignty';. nTheae • pUlitical"parties'" servedJu"a :unifyii11l fotce,for;,popul3:r~~ lHsconfentand;a .politi·cd .trubtut-e . j .-
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with which the nahon forged'an. 
army who went on to defeat the 
French. In order to survive 
the inquisition of the French security 
police, the Nationalist political 
forces had to optlrate its cadre, 
and leadership !-It secret fashion. 
When the outcome of the war 
had been essentially decided against 
the French, the communist elements 
of the national political fronts 
betrayed the non-communist 
political parties and succeeded in 
causing a major disaster within 
these parties' leadership. 

Later, under the Diem regiIne 
over-ze<l-lous police and political 
advisors to the Fresident succeeded 
once again in surpressilig moat of 

V 
tc 

the overt leadership of the nationalist 
political parties. The fact that the' 
Vietnamese political systems have 
been covert in nature has saved' 
sufficient leaders and cadr.es from 
exte rmination unde r the' trying 
circumstances of aur struggle to 
independence and matur.ity. 

Emergence of Vietnam Nation 

With the establishment of the constituent 
assembly followed by national elections 
and the effective democratic political 
system which has been: the mark of 
the' second 'republic, Vietnam has 
reached a political stability which it 
has sought since the e~d of World War 
II. The mark of this, new political, 
system is' that of constitutional 

-3-



government. Our future lies in mass participation by the people in the 
elections of thos e leaders at all 
levels and other democratic 
processes. With the massive in­
crease in educational facilities since our independence; the increasingly 
good use of the mass media such· 
as radio and TV; the freedom of the responsible press;'. our people 'now have the experience to permit them to choose wisely their own 
representatives and leaders. 

With the stability and strength of the Vietnamese political system and the nation, the future must be concerned with improving the government from the village to the national level. 
This can only be accomplished with 
national \tnity. 

'1 
i 
i 

Nation"I'Unity " 

The m.ajor.ll<Lrt. of. Jhe struggle again! t the communist·invade·r·.is· over.··,With the massive .help of our allies and the determination of our armed forces, and the tremendous ,sa~rifice of ourpeopl" of all·levels· an,d,regions, we· have. 
succeeded.in,destroying. the most elite forces.the, enemy- can send across' our borders'. ,We· are nOw·entering the final phase whic~js·:a .vital.one •• It; is the phase, of consolidation which will allow, us .to hold·politi,caUy that which we have,wonQn the··battlefront at the 
cost of so muc;h blood and tears. We shall only succeed in this final phase if we can put aside our small internal differences. and form a united front to defeat the, enemy on the political field 

-5-



I as we have defeated him b4 :the battle­field. "The basis of a political party today must be based· upon its real follow.1ng a-mong the people. This real following oan only be measured by the votes and the representatives that that political party can win in the various elections being held, and that will be held in the future. The winning of an election allows us to view the muscle of the candidate. The people can then judge this candidate upon his performance and not his oratory. It is in this way that the people can understand who is the true nationalist and who is the false nationalist. 

The only acceptable course of action by the patriotic nationalists is to 

-6-

engage openly m the· election process and to build support among the popula­tion. Such a course of action by all of our political parties will give confidence to the people that our form ofcol1stitutional·government will work. 
Diffel'ences .in our internal affairs should be settled in the legislative houses. Debate ·and discussion on domestic issues is to be encouraged. Differences should be ameliorated. Only by this sys.tet'J? can we judge the right course of action. 

Individualll, who claim to represent the people without benefit of a show or lit rt·ngth provided by elections} must not mislead the nation. 

-7-
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The July 11 formula for a political 
. settlen'lent still stands as the only 
acceptable basis for ending the 
war and inviting our enemy to join 
in the political life. Because of 
the strength the nation and the people 
have gained, we can afford this 
invitation. The enemy can be. sure 
he will be: represented to the extent 
that he has won the confidenc~ and 
hearts of our countrymen. 

The False Nationalist Concept 

... 

To insure that all of the people will 
have their true wishes recoraed at 
election tUnes, now and in the futur e, 
it is most necessary for the national 
political parties to engage in the 
strengthing of the democratic political .. ~ 

-8-

processes •.. T rue .nationalists must 
identify themselves now and bear the 
political inspection of the people. 
political parties should seek provincial 
council s.eatsand otbe r such elected' 
offices by presenting the most capa.ble 
and honest people !;hat can be found. 
At some:future date·.when .the enemy 
has been thoroughly·disco~raged,·. he' 
will beg toertter the, political arena : 
withus- as his only hope. The national­
ists parties who:have succeeded in 
showing the population-who is the ,true 
nationalist by protecting ,the interests 
of the people .and helping .them to;raise 
their standard :oLliving. will not be . 
misled .. by. a £alse niltionalist"_whois 
in reality- a.. communist; . 

The,time fur secrecy an!i deception 
by. iii nationaliatispast.·· T·hedanger'--·· 
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to us from the enemy demands that 
all nationalists stand up and be 
counted, to he, known by the people. 
The communist who attempts to hide 
in a nationalist mask can then be 
demaskcd. 

Having lost his bid for power on the 
battlefield, our enemy will try to 
take advantage of Our allies' reduc­
tion in the fighting forces which have 
assisted us for so long. The Viet­
namese people were fortunate to have 
this assistance during the military 
"truggl~, however, no one but the 
Vietnam"se nationalist can wage the 
political war in which we are now 
engaged. IVhile our allies support 
us with materials to defend ourselves 
in the future, and economic aid to 
unprove our economy, it is we, the 

-.10-

.etnamese patriots, who must work 
ward national unity to assure the 
Ivereignty of the country. 
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