
- --" ... 

\ 

• 

CBS REPORTS 

itA Timetable for Vietnamlt 

,,---' -- -"-------' ----
as bpoadcas t over the 

CBS TELEVISION NETWORK 

Tuesday, Decembor 2, 1969 

10:00 '- II PM, EDT 

Produced by'CBS News 

Correspondents: Charles Collingwood 
with Geopge Syvertson 
and Don Webster 

T 
~ F'IL.E I SUB.J 

I z/&i/ aU~==-r -1-; 

, 

PRODUCER: Bernard Birnbaum 

EXECUTIVE PRODUCER: Ernos t Leiser 
'. 

• 

, . 



'. . 

COLLINGWOOD: 

NDON (VO): 

• 

;;rXON: 
(ON CAv;E.~) 

2 

Tne quostion about Vietnam that people want answered 

most is: When can the Unitod States get out? 

NOW, for the first time in a long time, it has been 

accepted as official doctrine that American forces 

~ going to leave Vietnam. The argument is not 

over whether, but when. In that sense, there has 

been a basic reversal of U.S. policy. 

After five years of Americans going into Vietnam we 

are finally bringing American men home. By mc. 15 

over 60,000 men will have beon withdrawn from South 

Vie~nam, including 20 per cent of all of our combat 

forces • 

The South Vietnamese have continued to gain in 

strength. k3 a result, they have -been able to take 

over combat resporillibilities from our Arr£rican 

tpoopa. 

'vie have a.Qopted a pla.'1 wr.:i.ch we have worl<:ed out ir: 

coor£rat:i.on with the South Vietnarr£so for er.o complete 

vli thal\9..wal of a.ll Uni "CeQ States combat -g:''lOUlld. forces 

::: cCCJ. say -cnat :J.L ~970, we will repls.ce the bulk 

'0:'::;,0. Ar,d fra;; 1970, we are de termined to l'eplace 

• 

• 

• 
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In other words, I think with exp~!sion of the 

Vietn&~ese armed forces, itls possible for the 

1970;. more American tpoops - - hundred ~ hundred 

fifty thousand can withdrawing from Vietnam. 

How long will it take before the armed forces 

here are self-sufficient? 

Well, they should, to the major part of it, the 

armed forces should be trained by the end of 

next year. However, we will still have some 

helicopter pilots and mechanics that will not be 

, completely trained until mid-1971 . 

I believe it takes approximately two to three 

years to get it completely, the Vietn~uese Air 

Force have er.oJ.gh pilots, I me&"l fighter pilots. 

I vlould say for the force tr1at we contemplate, 

I 'oelieve in the South Vienamese Acr.y _ it! s a. 

P..3::"8. • 

• 
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Good evening. I'm Charles Colli.~ood. The 

end of direct .Americ[U1 pill'ticipation in the 

war in Vietnam is, finally, in sight. Last week, 

on national educational television, the U.S. 

Secretary of State put it flatly: 

We have changed the war from an escalatory situatio~ 

to a de-escalation and we are going to continue. 

And when I hear people talk about the fact that 

our policy has not changed I don't unders tand 

what they mean. We have reversed the policy. 

We are wi thdrawing troops. We are going to 

Vie 0rwmize the Wll.P. We are going to ge t .AmericD..'1 

soldiers out of corrillat. And that's irreversible. 

A ffionth ago, President Nixon said he had a 

t1r,etable for the withdrawal of American forces 

that wOllld. not foreclose the cha.-.ces of Sou th 

V·" , . l.etn3.L'n's 30vernr::..ent, to SU~Vlve. This reporter 

has j U3:; :""8 turned from a mon th ir, Vie tr,a"J. in 

search of that timetable -~ and that is what this 

I &~.i. CODi':.l.:'...cea. a. timecaole does exist -- tt.at 

0:-,e:.."(; is a cautiOUS consensus or. how Quickly 

.Ar;~erica.r.i. forc63 car.i. :"eave wit.r.i.oq'c impossible 

l':::'S~ to South Vietnam. 

• 
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It is n timetnble which "ill seem slow' to mnny 

Americnns sick of the war. 

However, it now appears ~Americ&~s do accept 

the idea of a gradual U.S. withdrawal from 

Vietnam. 

A CBS News telephone poll last week, ,sampling 

1, 154 adults, nationwide, showed: 

Only 25 percent favor uillnediate withdrawal. 

Sixty-seven percent oppose a pUll-out now, 

seven percent more th&'1 a month earlier. 

As to the timetable itself, the poll showed: 

,67 percent think President Nixon is talking 

about two years or more to withdraw U.S. troops; 

and even more -- ,9 percent -- think it will take . --
two years or more. 

A surpris1ngcorrespondence with what plarlllers 

in Vietn&~ feel is feasible. 

Now) t~e first thing any tiffietable for withdraw~l 

mclGt take ir.to accOC"u.'1t is the sitG.atior, ir. South 

Vie tnmn. Any reporteI~ who has been to SOL:"Ch 

Vietnam as often as I have -- sixwen tu.:es r;ow 

3 ta.ter:~8n ts of optirnisr:1. 'J:'hey have ;J:~ov8d hollow 

and deceptive (;00 often ir; the pas t. The ];103 t 

reliable guide is what you car; see for yourself • 

. ~d wh~t I saw in SOUGh Vietna~ this time wel~ 

l~~ and'impressive signs of progress, 

.. 

• 
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Take, firs t, Saigon whel'e a fifth of all Sou th 

Vietnamese now dwell. 

Saigon has come alive by night. 

A year ago the capital was curfewed and 

shuttered early in the evening. Now the curfew 

118.3 been pushed bacle to one A.M. and is not 

rigidly enforced. 

People stroll casually in the stl~et3 where a 

year ago there WD.S tension -- and scmetimes 

terror -- when darkness fell. NC,N the night 

sounds are not those of heavy weapons but of 

heavy traffic. 

By day, traffic is the most dar~erous thL~ in 

Saigon. In recent months, more people have been 

killed by traffic accidents in Saigon's urban 

sprawl of 3 million th~~ have been killed by Viet 

Gong terroris ts • 

A year and a half sizeable sectio~2 of 

Saigon were in rt:.ins -- gl.:..tted durinG tr.L8 

enemy1s greatest effore to'demoralize the people 

and destroy the goverThuent. 

7nis is the same s t:'eet novi. Vivid meD.Surable 

It is t&~d now to see physical scars of l~6S!s 

Viet Cong offensives in Saigon. 

• 

Refugees -- bcxJoed out, bc:.rned -ou t, in fligh t fro ... 

both sides -- are still the most pathetic b..;;:;ar: 

• 

• 
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by-products of the war. But early in 1969, Lherc 

wCl'e a million five hurld,'ed thousand 1'efu8:8oS in 

Sou th Vie tnam . Now them are only half as l:lany 

and fewer than half of ~ remain huddled in 

camps. A quarter of a million people) in 1969} 

have been able to return to their native villages. 

The central gO,vernment has extended its writ 

out from the cities. 

A few years ago} the cities were pockets of 

people isolated by VC contro+ of the countl~side. 

Nov, in the last year the countryside h8S been 

opened to more normal travel than in nany , 
years . 

Tne railroad once ';ras a main link be tween the 

cities. Now it is begirilling to be agaL~. IA0t 

year) 350,000 passengers braved ambush and blown 

bridges to ride the trains. This year c, L.ne figure 

is t,;TO million -- nem'ly six tiEles as many. 

Four hunal'ed miles of tte C oun t-;'J I S sc ven hunarec. 

fifty miles of track are now regularly 

operational: twenty pe:;:-'cent more t:nan last 

year. 

\{ne:ro6 on"i.y alYneo. aGO a:.:mored convoys :.lse:G. GO 

t~'avel. ci viliC4' t"'affic moves freely -- oy day. 

In the COlliltrytS most populous p<:..rt3, the roads 

It waG a d&!gerocs advenc~re to 

drive thirty (?) miles from Saigon. In :cocent 

... 

• 
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months) U.S. reporte'rs have driven great 

distances unescortod and unannounced around the 

entire Mekong I:'elta on main roads. 

_ Opening tho main rOMS is an acccmplishment: 

opening the back roads ~~d extending the 

government presence to the villages and hamlets 

along them is an imperative . 

Until six months ago; this road 

district town of Giaio D1C west 

from the 

led nowhere. 

It ran throu&~ Viet Gong territory -- and the 

VG had closed it. ~ it is open again. all 

the~y to Cambodia; its blown bridges rebuilt. 

~~is ~ay not look like a vital artery with its 

occ33ional rattletrap traffic but it is. It 

is a lifeline for' 0. "I.tholo area • 

. What o:;ened the roan was a massive military 

sweep -- combined Vietnamese and U.S. ground 

troops backed by air ar.d artille:r~y. 

vmat keeps it o[£n are little outposts, manned 

mainly 'Oy local militia of the Popular Forces, 

placed at each bridge and by night patrolling 

the pice fields. 

A~d at a key brldge, noxt to 0. newly-resettled 

of ti,e BC;iior,al Forces. There W0 talked wi th 

M:aj or I::er.is i"inley senior U.3. cis t:.'ic G ad visor 

i:r.portEL.'1CO . 
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This road was initially built, I believe in 19 and 

62. It was closed shortly after the thing was 

opened. They let 'em use it for a few months, 

and one night simultaneously blew every bridge 

on the road and shut it do,m. 

So for seven years, the road was closed? 

Right. 

And when did you open it up? 

We opened it up about four montrill ago. 

J\nd in four months, you I ve kept it open, and that's' . 

what's brought the population in? 

It certainly is. Once the people saw t.hey could 

travel out here, they did. They came back home. 

The old man that lives right down the road thei."'€ 

says tr~s was the first time that. he'd been hoce 

in about five years. 

In t.he crowded, primitive fortress beside the 

road, two companies of the Regional Force are based. 

Tneir job -- to pat.rol t.he road a:or~ it.s lor~t.h, 

prot.Oct the rul.;:,lets and especially the u.d.jacerlt 

vi11~e of Th&'1 Hung. Serving ana. 1i ving wi th 

them is &'1 Al1erican "mobile" advisory team, headed 

cry Lieu tenan t Tony l'I,cI.ean. 

• 

• 
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Thio village consists of about four thousand and 

throo hundrod and a fow people. 

How big was it, say six months ago? 

It ,TaS approximately 200 people. 

So you've been successful in bringing it up to 

40001 

I would say that we have. People are coming in 

every day. I would say we are being successful, 

yes. 

• 

'You're out at the sharp point of the Pacification 

program in Vietnam. Dc you think that when the 

United States pulls out of here, and ··leaves these 

people on their own, that they'll be able to manage. 

and to keep going and to hold their own against 

the VC? 

I can only answer for the unit wr..ich I am advising. 

And I would say that the unit which I am advising 

could handle it. They could defeat the VC ••• 

militarily. 

;>\ilitarily? Well, what about the political 

structure, and the attitude of the peasants? Dc 

you think tr~t that is strone enougrl now to survive? 

I dOLlt feel that I am qualified to &~swer that. 

I'd be afraid to answer either way. 

• 

• 
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Ono l'merican vlho is quc.lifiod to assess tho 

political structure is Richc,rd Roberts, a district 

c.dviser who spec.ks good Vietnamese and has watched 

the changes here close up for mOrB than a year. 

Tho last several months therels been very little 

eneill'j success in the area. Itls been pretty much a 

one-side s tory for the Vietnomese forces. !.nd 0.8 

long as the population is committed to it, the VC 

really can't make inroads back into the area. 

NOW, is the population committed to sta~Ting in 

this village? Or are they committed to the 

government of South Vietn~T,? 

Well, their primary allegiance is probably to tl-.e • 

land. Tr~s is their home land, their homesteads. 

They 1 ve lived here for many ~~eal·s. Their 

fa.'Tiily tombs are here, and they I d like to stay L: 

this area. However, a great number of them did 

move out when the VC took over. Now theylre bac~. 

So I think therels some allegiance for tho 

Vietnrunese government hare. • 

Bil t there r s s till the prebler;; of ".aking these 

people tr.ink of tr.emselves n01; just as citizens 

C20n xlur-'8 vi:":Lage, but as citizens of the Repub::"~c 

0-: Vietr~a.r.1? 



ROBERTS: 

COLLINGWOOD: 
(VO) 

COLLINGWOOD: 
(ON CAMERA) 

• 

12 

Yes, I guess that1s something that will have to 

come later, when they bagin to realize that it1s 

the government that I s helping them to come back 

to their homes, and has been giving them food 

and housing allowances. I think the allegiance to 

the government will come along later. 

In the effort to gain their allegiance, the 

government has now issued ~ to the villagers of 

Than Hung. The villagers have accepted them. 

And that, in itself, is a kind of allegiance. 

, By the end of this year some two mill;1.on such 

villagers will have been signed 

• 

up and issued with 350 thousand ,old Meapons for 

this People1s Self Defense Force, as it is called. 

~though 2,000 of them have been killed this year, 

the People1s Self Defense Force is more significc.nt 

politically than it is militarily. The government 

has to trust the people to give them arms and the 

people have to trust the government to accept 

• 

them. ' • 

lind that is very importa.nt to the government 

effort to identify the people with it and to 

extend its control around the country. 

The standa.rds used to measure "pacification" in 

South Vietnam are notoriously imprecise. But you 

don1t have to believe to the last decimal point 

the official estimate that over 90 percent of the 

people now enj oy relative securi vJ from th.c Viet 
• 
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Gong to accept that there al'e now a great many' 

moro such peoplo than there used to be. 

• 

The government success in moving into Viet! Gong 

areas has been particularly i~arked in the Mekong 

Delta, the rich lowland where thirty~five percent 

of the population lives. The Delta used to be the' 

VC heartland. It was their main recruiting base 

and source of support. Now Viet Gong control of the 

Delta -- their fiefdom for a generation -- seeUlS 

to be coming unstuck~ 

Two years ago, two- thirds of the Delta area 

"belonged" to the VC or was strongly contested 

by them. Now, the areas they control have shrunk 

to seven pockets of the most inhospitable and 

thinly-settled parts of the region. 

In the Delta, 18 months ago, the Viet Gong could 

draw troops from a ready reserve of nearly 360,000 

young men. Now they can recruit from a base loss 

than half as large. Instead of exporting guerillas. 

from here to other parts of South Vietnarr., th~y 

have had to import two regiments of North 

Vietnamese regulars -- foreigners -- here (U Mir~) 

and here (Seven Mtns) -- to try to maintnin their 

military balanco. ~d there are more defectors 

to the government side in the ~lta than in 

any other part of South Vietnam. 

Why has this hnppened? 

• 

• 
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The official version is growing government 

stl'ongth. 

A skeptical view is that the enemy is biding its 

time for a new s trike in nevlly pacified areas 

to show how fragile pacification really is. 

Time -- and the process which gpes by the 

awkward name of "Vietnamizo.tion" -- will tell. 

Therels no place better to observe the process 

than in the Delta, the one area of the cOtll1try 

where there arc no longer U.S. foot soldiers. 

When the American Ninth IQvision moved out in 

July, the whole responsibility on the ground was 

taken over by the Army of the Republic of 

Vietnam -- ARVN. 

r 

.. 

• 

• 



COLLINGWOOD (VO): At the beginning of this year, My Tho was the 

American garrison tmm in the Delta. It is still 

a garrison town -- but the garrison is South 

Vietnamese. 

• 

The almor, the trucks and other vehicles that 

roar through the crowded streets, the guns and 

even the soldiers I helmets -- the "assets" as they 

are called in the lingo of logistics -- are still 

made in the U.S.A. But the men who do the fighting 

on the ground are now all Vietnamese. The 

"assets" may be the same, but the look and;the 

feel and the conduct of the 'war is changing . 

Take, for example, the fire support "'bases wes t 

of My Thowtrlch the Americans turned over to ARVN. 

When the American Ninth Division was here, these 

W81'8 jammed with troops -- they were brigade bases 

-- bristling and businesslike. Now only a South 

Vietnamese battaU_on -- less than ,a third as mar .. y 

troops as the bases were built for -- rattle 

around in them. 

The soldiers are not lonely, though, because they 

follow the accepted Vietnamese Army practice of 

bringing their families into the camps with them. 

• 

It is hard for an Americnn eye to get used to these' 

scene:> of' on-the-job domesticity in'l). military 

outpos t: it is harder, s till, to Judge their . 
impact on military effectiveness. t 

• 

• 
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Generally, to evaluate AJru7~ performance is not the 
easiest job. In tho past, most Americans in 

Vietnam -- especially those who had the least 

contact with them -- have been scornful of the 
Vietnamese troops. 

One thing is sure. As their 'combat role increases, 
so do their casualties. They are now dying at a 
rete three to four times that of the Americans 
each week. 

And, as they carry more of the burden of fighting 

on the ground, most Americans who watch say they 
are getting better. And some say they are gettj,ng 
good. First Lieutenant Donald Borgo has s pent a. 
year as advisor to a Seventh Division infantry 

battalion. We asked him if the outfit had 

improved. 

• 

Yes, the way he operates, his ~actics have cr~~6d 
quite a bit. Before when I first carne here, they 
stayed as a battalion in t~le fiel<i. They stayed • 
in one tight group. Our basic information was a 
line formation then. Now, they! re sepura~i,',g 
companies from the bo.ttc.:u.on. We! ve had company­
size operations. They1re using basiC tactical 
forma.tions but they're spreading out. They're 
searching the area bet~er than ~hey were as a J,L.-,e. 

Theylve iplproved a hundred percent since I've 

been here. r 
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Whnt would you say their problems are as a fighting 
unit? 

As a fighting ~t their problem I find is their 
leadership on a small level. lIve been taught to 
expect good leadership out of squad leaders out 

of platoon sergeants, the ARVN'doesn't have that. 
His company commanders are fairly good in this 

battalion. The battalion commander is outstanding, 
but below company level, it's very hard to have a 

small unit leadership. They're working tow.3.rci.3 
this by filling smn.ller units on operations [' ... :1d 
expecting them to do the job and they're shaping 
up. 

The Seventh Division is rated only about lJaverege" 
by its observers. But it hn.'l moved in to repJ.nce 
its more powerful f~erican predecessor a.~d so far 

it hils held its own. Its cor:nnander, General Hoang, 
hns been criticized for caution. But he is 
confident. 

I strongly believe that we are able to do 
everything tr.e U.S. troops ere able to do. If we 
get enough assets for OUl' cupport, we can 

accomplish correctly our mission. 

In other words, militarily, South Vietnam will be 

able to st~d on its feet with combat support? 

r / 

• 

• 
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What about politically, General Hoang? 

11m a military man, excuse me. 

One AmerJcan military me.n who cOlll!llD.nded U IS. 

Ninth Division troops and now ~s senior advisor 

to a Vietnamese division is Colonel John Hayes. 

He is among the optimists. Correspondent Don 

Webster found when he talked to Hayes about ARVN. 

How is a young South V1etr.a.r;J6se soldier different 

from his American cOLmterpart? 

Well, hels of course a small individual. I thir~ 
: 

he mal<:es up for this by being a native of the 

country and able to exist very well in either the 

;.J ungles, or the swamps, or the mountains. 

The climatic conditions donlt affect him in many 

ways. Such as the American soldier. I've heard 

the observation that he doesn't have the stamina, 

or staying power, I think this is a product of 

training. 

In isolated cases, the Viet Cong have been JUSt; 

a better force than the South Vietr~ese force 

they're fightir~. But today, on a head-to-head 

basis, the Vietnamese will make contact with the 

Viet Cong, and they'll hang onto him, and they'll 

develop their tactics and defeat tr~s force. 

r 

• 
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A year of so ago, when the South Vietnamese army 

was criticized, their answer then was that their 

weapons weren't adequate. Since then, we've given 

them really the best we have, M-16s and the like. 

Do you think it's mn.de much difference? 

It's made a gr'Oa t difference. With the addition 

of the M-16, we've seen a real build in the morale, 

it's been reflected 1.n their tactics and 

ca.pabilities. 

Do you ·~t.hink there's maybe a chance we I re making 

a mistake in teaching them to fight an American­

style war in Asia? For example, the Viet Cong 

have gotten along very well without helicopters, 

without heavy artillery, without a lot of the 

things that we are teaching the South Vietnnmese 

army to be reliant on. 

I don't believe so. The A."NN forces now, are 

meeting these p(~ople on a parity j they I re 

defeating them, they1re rooting out ~heir 

infrastructure. They've got these people in a 

position vihere they really are not a:ole to 

utilize their main force or local force guerillas 

in a concerted operac;ion. I think that IS the best 

indication to the success of the type tactics 

that we're teaching them. 

Now, if there was a massive influx of North 

r i 

.. 

• 

• 
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Vietnamese, and a withdrawal of support base 

that we're providing the South Vietnamese at this 

time, then there'd be sor;le real decided difficulties. 

If we continue to provide them with support base: 

the artillery and the air they need .•• the North 

Vietnamese could bring in whatever they want. I 

believe in the South Vietnamese Army. 

It's a good army. It's well-trained, it's well 

motivated. With time it's going to be one of the 

most effective armies out here in Southeast Asia. 

But the question is, ,dll they have time? How 

much time will it take? 

That I S a beauty. You really put me "On the lire, 

there, Don. I think three years. 

Three more years, it will take? 

I think so. 

r 

• 

• 



C;: LLI I':GW 01> D : Once the official U. S. lil10 '<ICCS toot f.rnori co.ns 

could do the job. Now it is that the Viotn&nc8e 

.£0E do the job. Wnen Colonel R'l.yes -- a senior 

U.S. adviser -- says it will take lillVN tru'ee yoo.l'S 

to be ready to fight on its own. he i8 talking 

mainly about the time it will ta.ke South Vietn8i:J 

to provide the various forms of combat support 

the U.S. is now giving Saigon. 

You can see '.loot a cOll'.siderabl~ effort in ma.npOi'~·.· 

that entails by looking at the wlta whore all tr.~ 

ground fighting i8 ~ being done by the Som;-. 

Vietnamese. Yet there al'e still 23,000 h.leric: .. 

military serving here in combat support. In ct:. - • 

tVOl'Qs. even after all U.S. infant:F~en have beer, 

pulled out of the other throe corps areas, there 

will s till be a lot of j\rnericans loft. Tho 
/ 

l\mericans whom the Vietnc.mes0 VlJ..ll bo slG',·:est 

to replace are those Vlhose skills ta~e a lor~ 

time to develop -- primarily pilots and aircraft 

machanics. 

r 
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Tho south Vietnamese !~~J is now rated at 

ninebJ percent of its goal of expansion and 

modernization. The Air Force is only at half 

its projected strength. 

This spotter plane pilot is Vietnamese. Hels 

an old pro; he has more than two thousand hours 

of combat flying. His mechanic is A-nerican -­

and that symbolizes the continuing Vietnamese 

dependence on the U.S. Tnere are not enough 

trained Vietnamese mechaniCS, yet,to handle 

maintenance even for these light observation 

planes. 

1\.11 the Forward Air Controllers in the Delta 

aro noV! Vietnamese -- their job, to call in 

fightor planes or helicoptelo Gun-ships - whether 

Vietnamese or U.S. -- in support of Vietnamese 

ground action. 

Tnis is a symbol of inter-dependence in the 

Delta air war. The Direct !.ir Support Center 

at Fourth Corps headquarters in Can Tno. IflE:.nned 

by ilmericans and South Vie tnar.les e • It su:nmons 

the air power asked for. The Vietnamese involved 

"' 
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nro bi-lingual since tho lnnguage of air command 

is :i'J1elish. From tho time a ground requeot is 

relayed ~J Forward Air Control to this Control 

Centor until tho jets reach target is a maximum 

of f'ol't'-J-five minutes. 

Tho spotter guides the fighters to the scene 

~J smoke. For thie mission the jets were flown by 

lImericnns~ In most of the country they still nro. 

But in the Delta moro than halt tho air strikes 

are now made by Vietn~ese pilots. f~l ot them 

trained in the U.S. All of them experienced at 

, their trade. Many of them at leas t as "hot" 

pilots as their lImericnn co~,tGrparts • 

Tne average for the pilots in this squadron, 

somewhere around twelve hundred hours up to the 

top one is three thousand. 

That's a lot of hours in an airplane. Were all 

your pilots trained in tho United States? 

Yes, sir, I would say a hundred percent. They 

all back from States. 

How long will it take before the Vietn~:'Gse' 

lQr Forco is ready to take over the whole burde~ 

of tho war in the sky hero? 

I oelieve it takes a~proximatoJy two to throe 

years to get it complotoly, Ll"U Vietnawose ld.:' 

Force, have.enough pilot3, I ::lCan fightol' pilot::;. 
r 

• 
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J~1d then you'll be able to carry on the w~r 

"ithout Ilrnerican help? 
/ 

I strongly believe. 

Major Hungls squadron is tho first in South 

Vietnam to be entirely equippod with U.S. jets -

they fly F-5s. Theil.' missions aro flown in the 

Dclt~ and in the Third Corps surrounding Saigon. 

Their performance is the pride of the Vietnumese 

nir Force - V}U~. Unless you look closely, it is 

not easy to tell them from their f~erican 

counterparts. EXcept for their black /,ir Force 

combat coveralls, every iteffi of their equipffient 

helmets, oxygen masks, parachutes, flak jackets 

is Jluericatl.. 

The trucks that take them out to the flight l1<1e 

aro A'11erican. 

The concrete revetments that protect their nOl·: 

lun81'ican planos are of /.rnorican design nnd are 

.. 

mwio of i'u;1erican cement. T'nel'e aro twenty super'so;",ic 

jets in the squadron. But the rf.en of rtlB.jor Hu."'1D 

are all Vietnamese. In this squadl'on, all the 

maintenance, as well, as all the flying, has oeen 

taken over by VJ;;f:F. And there are no longer o.r.':f 

U.S. advisors needed for a unit which has becoffie 

solf-sufficient. 

This squadron represents the goal -- still a 

long time away -- toward w~~ch u.S. and SOU~~ 

Vietnam are aimir~. i\IT,erican commanders ..spec,;; , 

• 
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in praise of VNAF's flying skills, when once, 

like Hung's squadron, they o.re t:tlained and 

equipped. 

The pilots that we have onboard in the Vietnamese 

fur Force today have perhaps more combat / 

missions than any pilot anywhere in the world. 

I've flown with pilots on missions here in 

Vietnam that have had over forty-five hundred 

comba t miss ions. They can place the bomb wi th tho 

precision of a sUlogeon operating on a very 

difficult case of surger!. 

The Vietnamese having fought a war as long U3 

they have, have developed vii th their .. current 

force, a very professional group of people. 

... 
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Man for man the South Vietnamese Air Force is 

probably the best of their armed services. But 

it silnply doesn't have enough people to do the 

job that the United States has been doinB. It 

now has a thousand pilots; it needs 2,000. It 

ta;ces a long timo to produce a pilot, or an 

efficient manager of the complex logistical and 

maintenance processes an air force must have if 

it is to fly. 

The whole process of Vietnamization began very 

late in the day and ,lOIre now trying desperately 

to mo.ke up for los t time in every field. In the 

nature of thine;s) we can catch up quickes t with 

the infantry -- it doesn't take long to traiIl a 

rifleman. Bu tit takes t,[O years to train. an 

aircraft mechanic. 

Hero at Bien Roa airbase near Saigon you can 

see both the proeress -- &~d the problem. 

The mechanics hero heve been ti'ained to \wrk on 

the whole range of planes the U.S. has Eiven the 

Viotn~ese Air Forco. 

Thoso mon arc good mecho.r.ics. T"noy c&~ ho.ndle 

any ldnd of aircraft enGine, from those used on 

the lumberli4~ propeller-driven A-ls, which Ek~ 

still thei,' ·~'Lr force staple, to Ghe new jet 

engines. Virtually all the maintenance for that 

jet squadron of 11aj or Rung I S is d one he 1'13 • 

. , 

• 



. . 

• 

COL. MAYER: 

27 

But the problom is thero aron l t enouGh men like 

this. And complicating the problem of flying, 

and repairing, planes and engines and the other 

sophisticated U.S. equipment is that all the 

instruction manuals are in English -- and there 

are no equilTalent words in Vietnamese fOl'most 

of the technical terms and tools. So a major 

and time-consuming -- task of training is to 

teach the Vietnamese English. 

(TRACK UP ON LANGUAGE CLASS, THEN UNDER.) 

This is the biggest specialized training prog~am 

of all. In this one school in central Saigon, 

there are selTenteen hundl"ed trainees at a time • 

Here tho Americans are not just adlTisers, but 
" 

instructors. 

'Ibm e trainees who are later to go to the U.S. 

for flight instructions get thirty weeks of 

English here first. Only ~ of it rubs off. 

(TRACK UP ON VIETNAMESE SPEAKING ENGLISH) 

Tne American in charge of co-ordinating the 

whole troop training program with the Vietnamese 

hi011 command is Colonel :edward l-1ayer. I asked 

how mOIlY Americans are inlTollTed in the p;"Ogl'Dr." .. 

Wall, we halTe a considerable nurriller in the 

EnGlish language school because we actually teach 

thero: bu t in the athol' camps and schools we halTe 

about two hundred and thirty-filTe. 

• • 
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Is tha.t enough? 

I don't think so. 

Do you think you're going to ge t more? 

Yes, I do. This is the program I think; that is 

getting the attention now that it deserves. 

There are currently about a hundred thousand 

Vietnrunese at a time in training in thirty-three 

different training centers and twenty-five service 

schools throughout the country. And two hundred 

thirty-five Americans to advise and 

supervise • 

This is the Engineering School at B~ Duong. 

Its present enrollment is about twelve hundred. 

Colonel Mayer judges this to bo one of the better 

schools. 

Theso are tho future military engineers of South 

Vietnam. Bright enoul];h; ready enough to learn, 

but mest of those young mon never, even smr 

complicated machinel~ in the rural ha~mlets where 

thoy grew up. 

"Discipline is the strength of the Army)' sa.ys 

tho sign at Vietnam's biggost ordinance repair 

depot. 

But tho greatest material strength of the 

Vietnamese military remains the "Msets" with 

"u' d S f A_ • II the signs nite tates 0 ",,,erl.ca. 

• • 
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This already amounts to one-and-a-bnlf billion 

dollars worth. And nuch more to como. 

Giving them the equipment is one thing. For the 

Vietnamese to maint~in_it is another. 

Vehicle enGine mantenanco is second nature to 

.funericans brough t up in the ago of the engine. 

Before th<3 war, Vietnam lived in the ~e of the 

ox -- and this is sanething now. They must 

learn -- and do -- at the' same time. And time 

is short. 

This armor repair shop is roc:my, well-equipped, 

, spit-and-polish clean. But it is critically 

undermarmed. The depot employs sane twelve hundred 

people, military and civilian. 

The U.S. advisers hel~ say the dopot could 

easily employ twice as many. But the pa.y is 

low -- and the reserVOir of skills is lower 

still. 

Hel~ is a potential delay to the timetable. The 

whole process of turning tho war ovor to Souch 

Vietnam, on the front lines and in the rear, is 

time-consuming and often frustrating. The basic 

question is: when the process is complete) can 

douth Vietnam do the job? 

Well, I think the best way to answer that 

Mr. Oollingwood, is the fact that we have equipped 

them and trained with them that their forces are 

r 

.. 
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botter equipped and bettor trained than their 

NVA 01' VC adversary. And the res t will have 

to be up to them. Motivation and desire. 

And what's your own guess about that? 

They have every capability of doing anythipg 

that they want to do or put the~r mind to 

dOing. / 

• 
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In Saigon, there's a cynic's answer to tho 

question: "How can the United States get out of 

Vietnmn?" 

The answer is: "By plane and boat" • 

~t, presumably, could be done in a few months. 

.. 

i'l .. 11d South Vietnam would be almos t sure to collo.pse. 

So, giving the South Vietnmnese a chance to pl~serve 

and protect their independence requires American 

departure at a slower pace. From whnt we saw, 

and heal'd, and could judge, that time table seems 

to work out like this: 

, We will end this year with some 480,000 AmeriCc'U"lS 

in Vietnam. Without exposing the Vietnamese army 

to defeat, the U.S. next year Can hope to pullout 

another 150,000 to 200,000 ground troops and moot 

of our combat navy. That would leave some 

290,000 Americans. 

In the six months after that, so goes the timetable, 

the remaining U.S. ground forces and some from the 

other services could head home. That would leave, 

by mid-197l about 150,000 A~ericans in Viet~. 

Since they would not be in ground combat, U.S. 

cc.suo.lties would thereafter be minimal. In the 

Delta now, for instance, only a few AJericans are 

killed each week. rtud-1972 appenrs to be the 

earliest possible date by which the South Vietnarr.esc 

can replace nearly one hundred-thirty thousand U.S. 

pilots, maintenance men and logisticians. 

r 
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Thereafter, it is contemplated that a corps of 

American advisors -- perhaps 20,000 or more 

will be needed in Vietnam for years to come. That, 

in a short-hand version, is the timetable wmch 

U.S. and Vietnamese planners hope to keep to. 

As it is constructed, it only gives South 

Vietnam a chance to survive. 

It does riot guarantee survival. 

That depends, to a major degree, on the political 

performance of the Saigon government. It is only 

in the post year the Tmeu regime has tried to 

• 

gain popularity. It has not done so· by seeking to 

broaden its base among the political parties. With 

some justificaticn, it has argued few of the 

parties have much of a national base. What it is 

now trying to do is win favor at the local level. 

By mating funds availa.ble for connnunity projects 

in the villages and hamlets. l'.nd by establismng 

democratic rule in thom. 

COLT..Il"'lGWOOD (V.O.) Tms is the key to the government's current 

efforts at bl"Oadening its bane of support. This 

is a training school for ha.mlet and village cmets, 

and other top loca.l officials. These Bre the key 

men if the "hearts and minds" of the country are 

to be won. 

By year's end, seventeen thousand men will r~ve 

gone through school here; next year another "j.n,: 

r 
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thousand village and hamlet officials arc 

scheduled for training. l\mong the most important 

lessons: how to conduct elections for local posts. 

Elections have now been conducted, for the first 

time, in more than 85% of South Vietnam is hlJ.mlets. 

The goal is free elections, regularly, in all 

of them. 

• 

Presiding over the school, and here over graduating 

ceremonies, is one of South Vietnam1s most 

dedicated men, Colonel Nguyen Be. Be is also 

head of the Rural Development School, a former 

province official, and an arch-foe of Vietnamese 

official corr~ption, which he still feels saps 

the country's vitality. But this articulate 

skeptic is encouraged by the trend toward local 

democracy, as he indicated to George Syvertson: 

Colonel, is this hamelt training program just 

window dressing, or is it a real step toward 

democracy? 

Yes, this is a real step toward democracy, because 

on this training, we really trai n people how to be 

the real boss in their community. 

:co you think "that the peasants now, really have 

any sense of identification with the central 

government? 

r 
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I feel that the more we train the village and 

ho.r;llet officio.ls, the more the people will/have 

their identification with the 3aigon govo~ent. 

That identification of the people with the 

Saigon government is the key to its survival, 

and possibly to the survival of'South Vietnam 

itself. As things stand, the government still 

draws real strength from ~the armed forces, not 

from the people. Dominated by generals, elected 

by only 35% of the vote, still given to the 

t imprisorunent of its opponents, bitterly opposed 

to any coalition with its enemies, the Saigon 

regime is regarded by many as the principal 

obstacle to a peace settlehlent, Others.see it 

not only as the best of available alternatives, 

but as beginning at last to move toward democracy, 

.. 

efficiency 'and nation-building. Certainly, 

President Thieu realizes, intellectually, at least, 

that winning the people has becone as ilnportant 

as winning battles. 

He geits arO\md the country more than any other 

South Vietnnrr£se President has ever done. 

At least once a week he goes politicking to one 

province or another. 

We accompanied him on one of these trips which too~ 

him first to Soc Trang, the capital of Ba Xuyen 

province in the Delta. 

• • 
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By Western political standards, Pre3ident Thieu 

is not much of a glad-hnnder -- a little stiff 

as he mingles with the crowd. But in Vietname3e 

tenns this counts as folks y infoI'l1Ul.li ty. 

Traditionally, a Vietnamese chief of state reL1C.ined 

aloof and was treated with great deference. Even 

now.. meeting so great a personage face to face can 

be rather a shock -- especially to those old 

enough to. remember other days and other manners. 

It is the local authorities job to drum up a big 

crowd for the PreSident, and a well-arranged 

, fonnal ceremony of this kind is hardly 0. gauge 

of the popular~ty of President Thieu and his 

government. 

Nevertheless, I was present at a precisely sirr~lar 

ceremony here in Soc Trang four years ago when 

Ail' MarShal Ky was running the country and his 

audience was neither as large nor as friendly as 

this one for President Thieu. Certainly T'nieu 

leaves no stone untumed to make an impression 

on the local people. 

He is lavish in the distribution of medals to 

everyone from hamlet militia to local leaders. 

He gives landless tenant farmers title to t~eir 
land. 

Li ttle roto-tillers, one man tro.ctors,/ are 

wheeled out to go to particularly deserving rice 

farmers. 

r 

.. 
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This is bread and butter stuff, but Thieu does 

not neglect the s piri tual side of the community 

either. 

Although a Catholic himself, he pays a respectful 

visi t to Soc Trang's oma te Buddhis t pagoda, 

marching under a crimson paro.:30l, o.ccompanied by 

the most venerable monks and abDots. 

A decent regard for religion is at least as 

important to a Vietnamese poll tician as it is to 

an American politician. In their changing world, 

the Vietnamese see the ancient rituals as a symbol 

, of that continuity that is increasingly frayed by 

• the abrasion of war. 

Another way to identify with common ._people, as 

every Americnn President knows, is to show an 

interest in sport. The Delta folk have been 

raCing sampans since the dawn of time, and they 

turned out their best crews to compete under· the 

Presidential eye. 

It didn't hurt President Thieu a ·bit with the 

local sports lovers that he clambered down the 

bank to congratulate the wiruling boats. 

Then, touching every base, the President and his 

entourage went out to inspect a village, a rich 

one by Vietnamese standal'ds, nnd enjoying the 

advnntage of being relatively secure. 

• • 
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In the new high school, ho was briefed by 

looal leaders on what they were doing •.• 

and asked them sharp questions. 

(THIEU ASKS QUESTIONS IN VIETNJ.\J.VJESE) 

In the end he seemed pleased with what he 

had found •. · / 

, 

r 

.. 
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Tho most 11nport:,mt thine, I havo checked 1n hero, 
is not only tho rulmlnistL'ation's sido, but tho 
solf-dovolopnent by the people itself. 30 you 

can see the three thinr~s that the people in this 
village have made themselvos in tho sense, in 

tho spirit of the self-developnent of the village. 
The electric power plant, the high school, the 

irrigatibn canal. 

So it is most important; the contribution of 

the poople itself to develop his awn village. 

Not to demand everything from the government. 
, The 130verrunent frGIll now will not give" every thing, 

the gOVGrnmen~ .will help •.•• But it can't do 

everything. 

An experimental rice field was his final stop 

as President Thieu put in a full day of 

campaigning in the ilmorican style. 'i'"ne poople 
of the I'el ta may no t love him ye t, but at leas t 

they aro learning who he is" Way behind 

schedule now, Thieu soared off in a waiting 

helicopter. 

According to President Nixon,South Vietnam's 
President Nguyen Van T.~ieu is one of the five 
greatest statesmen in the world. This estimate 
is by no means universally accepted in South 

Vietnam where Thiem has not yet succoeded in 
croating a wide base of public support. It 
should be said that thG National Liberation r 
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Front and VietconG do not ha~ a wide base of 

public support, ot tho,-'. As far as a reporter 

co.n judgo, tho NLF would r.;ot no more tho.n 20/0 
of the vote if an honest election wore to be 

hold tomorrow. Thiou IS officially-tolorated 

opposition, and it is strong though fragmented, 

seeks to mobilize all those in between tho 

Communists and the government, accusing the 

government of inefficiency and all manner of 

undemocratic sins. 

Thiou can hardly be expGc ted to agreo vTi th his 

critics. He insists his government is gaining 

stl'Ongth both militm'ily and politically. I 

talked to him at the Presidential Palace in 

Saigon. " 

Even though we progl~ss slowly, but we have 

progressed ve~·y surely. And I am veFJ pleased 

with the results of the paCification and the 

reconstruction progrrun. I am very pleased with 

the building of the democracy on the village and 

hamlet level. And finally, I am very pleased 

with the progress of the development &~d 

efficiency of the Vietnamese Army. 

vIe can say that what we have repJ,.acod as 

American fighting trool~ have no effect at all 

on the pacification and the security of the 

territory. And we are determined and we al~ 

• 
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willing to take more responsibility and to 

replace more fightinG troops next year. 

Are you concerned, Mr •. President, that the 

pressure of American publiC opinion may cause too 

rapid a withdrawal. 

At first I donlt believe that it~s the majority 

of the U.S. people will press the U.S. gove~~ent 

to withdraw fast -- so fast and to abandon 

Vietnam. But I would like also to ask the U.S. 

people, the whole U.S. poople to be patient, and 

, to give enough time to President Nixon to 

Vietnamize the war . 

Mr. President, l.ooking back on it nOW', and taking 

a long view, do you think that in the long run 

the American involvement in the war in South 

Vietnam here, has been a good thing, or a bad 

thing for South Vietnam? 

That depends upon you on your side. You are 

determined to sincerely and to honestly help the 

Vietnamese people defend his independence and 

his freed an . 

And so the story in Vietnam will say that the 

United States peoplo have helped sincel'ely and 

honestly the Vietnamese people to defend freedan. 

It1s a good page of Vietnamese history. Now if 

you abandon Vietnam, and if you scuttle and run, 

... 
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certa.inly it's a vel"Y bad page of history. It 

depends on you. 

Fl'0I11 the time we plL1nc;ed blindly into the war 

in Vietnam until now, as we try painfully to pick 

our way out, thel~ has been one consistent 

United Sta.tes w~r aim. That is that at the end . 
SOL1th Vietnam should have a chance to detennine 

its own fu ture • 

The timet~ble for American withdrawal which I 

have been describing tonight is geared to that 

goal. It stretches, at an accelerating pa".o, 

frOl1l now until well into 1972. This;Ls hardly 

a. high-speed ~ourney towa.rd U.S . 

disengagement. , 
'. But if we are to pl~serve for the South 

Vietnamese their chance to stand on their own 

feet, it is difficult. to see how the timetable 

can be speeded up significantly. It may not' 

even be met. 

HOvTever, there is onething on wh~ch most people 

in South Vietnam now agl"Ele -- Americans and 

Vietnamese alike. It is time the .Americans 

s tart gOing heme. The law of diminishing l~ turns 

has set in. 500,000 Amel'icMS may have sa.ved 

South Vietnam-frOl1l Ccmnunism, but their 

indefinitely continued pl~sence could destroy what 

they sought. to save • 

• 

t 
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~le Song My massacre is only one of tho ~03t 

hidoous eXlJrnples of "hut it does to both partios. 
I cannot toll you "hether the timetable we have 
ou tlined will leave Sou th Vie tn1l111 secure and 

independent -- no one r:a.n. All that S!£. be done 
is to create the conditions under which survival 
is possible by the efforts of the South Vietname~e. 
It is this reporter's conclusion after a month 

in Vietnam, after many previous visits to Vie}nam, 
that those conditions now exis t and that there is 
a fighting chance that the timetable can work. 
Fl'om now on, though, it is the South Vietnrunese 
uho will have to do mos t of the fighting . 

• ' That is what we :::laid "e wanted all along. 

TOHN F. KENNEDY: 

" Pl"'Gsident Nixon says it now. 
, 

Six years ago, before the United States made a 

massive ccmmitrnent of life, of treasure, of -­
so it came to seem -- sacred honor, President 

Kennedy said it. 

I don't think that unless a greater effort is 
made by the goverrnnent to win populal' support 

that the war can be won ou1l there. In the final 
analysis, it's their war. They're the ones .Tho 

have to "in it or lose it. We can help them. We 
can give them equipment. We can send our men out 
thero as advisers, but they have to win it, the 
people of Vietnam against the Ccmmunists. 

... 
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