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tierewith my eighty~third message. . . = | .

By GENERAL: wohersss rems o woois sy im0t e pomsgpms o

1. I believe the most important single development zffceting

Viat-lHam since my last repori kas been the die~ppolntmant of

the high hopes the eremy had placed on ti:e effurt of anﬂ-~=w;:.r

sendment and demonstraticns in the Umiied States on our Viet-

Nem policiea., Your huadiing of the Viet-Narn isoue, particuia:iy

in your speach of Iw.fwemb;:r 3rd, has elearly shaken and dia-
appaintad'h;l hope for 2 quick and sas-}r vieiery tere w8 2 reeult -
af pracivitous U. S, withdrewal,

2. Kor ca.n events in Vied. Nam i{scii have ¥en eacotraging to

Pl e s . ' .,,,;._*:_."’"'ﬁm*:. -

.~,E\ B. ‘J"‘.u.w‘er ek 12 LA [ N

ELii Fn e ol
df‘-ﬁ-_{_s;w [MH . -u—.—.m-w[:cp “T

> o1
wémriiilecdion

B’r&i‘* WM«;
< ¥ A Pl -




v i i i S o -

S

esGisi;tection

m.  wm . .- G oamoa b e o

lﬁ& M afe. mriwow :ﬂ amy l:la-. measczge that the -

__:namﬁ-‘ﬂre“ect pmul!ﬂ*%dﬂ;ﬂ ‘ cy of nesmminahon.
wﬂ &;{}e ene"nyﬂigrﬁ gainst i, progress
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forces, and there are indicatons that the eacmy is beginniag

to divengege., Iz IV'Corns, the other major tcsting arca at

present, 2 few minor ruveorsea have teen more than oiffaet by

T mr oy

SOVIINT successes against the VO 2ol t

e newly-into doend
NVA fcrees {three éegimenta confirmcd. aim‘.‘;’;.er sutpacted
v a2 vet unconiirmed), Experisnc2 ic daic gives grood reasco
t> believe that we will e able to proceed with the orderly
withdirawzl of U. §. ground forces and the accornpan}'i.r.g
gteady a;-l;.mpt:on of more responsitility for the war h} the

TVHRAF, Aaindication iial the enemy fears tids is L3z volume
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in that -ammentary, botﬁ of which have reached pew beights,

URERY NERETIe
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3. (‘n "'hi‘ pohuc:l fr st the :tuat:on lno-vcd some trouble .

SCT, rasp»c*s. but remained l:-as:cal'y 9ta-_vlc=~ (despiie some

tr:aliy groundless coup 1:umore whi ci. ireculatad vescntiyl.
'‘le furor over the ausicirity taxes has started to dio down, ol
o et e i oo .

and the iramediate efiaont thev had of ralsize prices now sxzims

Lo - - 1

te havs voa li» course; in fact the vrice of rice Upwsed sharply
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to:‘.ry‘, pnerhaa., an indicaticn ‘hn‘ hioldazs have be'u.:: to mlcac.
A nnasivla crials which vreald nave Been cavsed by the Sapreme
Court findiag the axecrivie dacToes nneenciiiviional bag

zuparently been averted, I have some residual concarn abeos

z

- the incidegee of thcso tores that i will dlecuew laier. Most
importanily, howavey, [ ¢hiok Jite abi ity o the govarmment L

arry out in the face of such oppesition what is basically a aound

ol a0 bl

azd padly needed pohcv in orde o aesuze the economic fufurs
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4 Senmr-Don it eon'r.uu.‘.ng h mhk fot waya to make treuble
_!:unt Hla cmrrent p_-eoccmthn ls wlth ﬂm M\ I..ai affair.

W h:m. the uovornmmt'a initial hand ....ng ui fine wes u:ep.,. My

’

Lei &ardl'-.r eeems likely i offer Dou iﬁéé-s than muisance vaiue
sincs the reportl of the mci.lent huvc B3t crcated the emotional
rzaction here s they did abroaa. ﬂlno. 'Ilgieu's mast recert

a":ntemea?.'c;n the inci.&ei:t, 4.ati;w.eaciug nis 5élie£ ixr!-'"ﬂn::erlcm
fusttie, " puts him in 2 ranch lesa vuinerabls position, "7 -

5. Gus of the ememy’s goals set farlain O S5VH étsolm‘:lon § <war
W In{lict wxaxiﬁmm earvcliden on American inrees, Qur ¢casnajtiss,

-~

a:::arding to the moai recen? avaiizbie Ggurae, dropped from 755

in Sugost to 477 in Septesaber, to 377 in Gelnber, sod moved up

B

s8iigitly to 410 in Novamber, -
o. The targeﬁ.‘.ag of pa-"mc...h.en, anat.har pnority f the eucmy,

hau aho Bmgbt h.lm littm success so {ar. Imvamber skowed

azother mn gaie in thic ABC culogory, to 92. Edpé:-aant,' while
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VC pooulation declinsd shghﬂy to an’ eeﬁmated “500, ooo,u-m
ander 3 'perc‘ent— of the total’ popnt‘ation of Soxth V!ateNamn; -

The Aumber of refugeas hod dropped to 416, 514 by the end

’

of Nevember, down over'l million since the firet of the yeaz. e
7. 1 think it 18 clear that the sithation I am describing shows " i
iat the enemy is faced with difSenit deeisions. "1 feel it

highly probable, therefore; that he must be carrying out a* -

reawccaman* oM current otratefy! ‘We canbiot!Fobt kigw =~ - e
what the cuteome of that rezssessment will he.” Ha right-

. decide to build up for 2n increase in military activity, keeping
the same set ef goals Lt paviag mmore in an eoffort hatter to |
attaln them, If »o, be could tanse some satbhacks in pacification;
increase onr casualfies: and perhavs alow Viéﬁdinisat!oﬂ:;" The
cvets of puck a course would b\‘:.-"i;é!‘}" high for bim, with go
asourance of any succore, He would have to keep in mind the ol
wa rningi"'yiii Bave fsnued againsi escelsticg ¢ho fighting.  He
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%0 Key to the success hd'm at Tet: l%&hdﬂiﬁﬂh whidl»i': L

the RVNAF fortes h.h ‘Is wp aga!.nct are minch mr armed

P

and trained than thoy wers at that time,
8.° 1 do not expeet him Qurlag We perlod immadiately ahead ’
to take a more seridus attitude wwtnlthn Paris talke, but '
be might étark 65 explors FGé PoraibiBifas of some solitical”
compramise If he tries and fails to throw Vietnamization into

(1]

dis a-r.-'ray' e At cbr!a.lnly Gontliind to try to divide the mon.
Cemmurlst Vistnzmeses &4 may meks overiures to seme of
.. the opponents of Thicu in an effort tol:reate more disarray on
' the GVN side. L A AR S 3
9. We ars currently earrying vet & careful - and thoroughguing
anslysis of mmydpabihﬁnnnd mﬁaogs “whick wiil be -
sn‘amﬂtﬁd leparahly in the near lutnn. - RS
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wage avertsd whin on'Deccmber-12th the Eupremé Conrt, "
while fAndiag fo égal Bisis foF the d8eids, found that s ™

Senn..e (which had askes forzn advi: oy opinion on the

legality and constitutionality of ths decreel, had in effeet *

withdrawz its request by declining to ccbmit arguments. ' A wE o

tost case could stll'be brﬁﬁgh‘.:"unleai' legistation de enacted

which would obviato the problem. * Thiew Mas informeéd me

that-Be propoees & Thcnds valfdation H s thioe T g3o7at ~ -

"package'' coptalning cther revenuc madsurcs he will salmit

. o t!;e &szembly, - 0 T T e o R
13. The srice effect of the taxss was fclt in early Nevember.
The retail price index has been atebie since that time in Saigon
aithough there are repssts of addiional price ihéreadcs th ‘seme
provincial areas. We will be watching the longer term impact
of the dew tax levels on tho impo rtant fixed income groups: -
mJIi&rﬁir.mnnﬁl and tho civil bursaucracy., Farm population
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inereases for rice and Vegahbl.s), butm too"'are cn&-'-""" v
-'erne"d with substantisl incmus of pncea on amau moto iaal SO
used for prmps and boats and also, although to a lesser oxtont

than the urban consumcr, with the prlce' increase on mol:o‘;-’*"‘ '

i

bikes. ' Th decisian which 1 mnentionéd 1ast month to lower ™
takes on curtala vital iteams such as kerosene end gaidlhie

hus easéd tho eltoaticn soniewhat,” bek the fsellag of bitternesa

 uver sconomic dificelties for which tha government receives

| the blame !s stfll there, and bears close watching.’

'2. Tho Easic polat remains, however, that the government

was willing and able to taks t‘oqghdoéllionun an {ssus of

auch magritade and to see it throngh.. A wesker governmeat

would have been content to iethnaﬁontcnﬁnne and accale rats

rather tll:n‘!lco the immiediate political probiems as.ociatod e
with & tax’ imcréeise.. The latter could bave been ameuerated

'; v !rn ?:._ehllful haclling; if, for example, me&ga{l made his - T

arsimerae
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‘31 October specct & week sarllor atid 41 he had thken the T~ -

Asnem:bly into his‘confidstde, “Whila's imoic clective %"
) ef.fo;‘{to aehievé'pﬁﬁﬂd'un&afs‘&nding' of the reasons for -

the action and {ts longos term bedcfits is oI badly needed. ' ’ .

the episods on the whole I thtaX glves growads fos some’ = Y -
T 3 Tt eangnal BT iR R aam

sncouragemest.
'13." Precident Thicu's 1auid reform moasdre is atlll before
Bp&ﬁ wpToT

K N

the ﬁruer Hodsa, ™ ] -:pe;f 1 ¢5'6e probed’ by Hint Char
- wilf be & éonstdgi'abla improvemon? aﬁbr ‘the BiYl predoced by
the Lower Houde.  Sometime early next year, the Nationd:
Asacmbly a0 a whole should present its Bill to the President.
If he takes exceptien to any of i3 provisions, he can propose
amscdmenta, and I doubt that the Aséysi'nhly could muster the
rotes ta GveFride hm. " Thérefore, I ex:ect a Jood land-to-the-

tiller 18w T be promuigated darly noxt year, -
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The ‘Lower Honlad_d & roapnn..able ana workmanlike _q_ L

job in appreving the Koticnal Budget with’ @1; mnm-_- oo

The H1) £ow rests ifi the Ssnate, where It probably faces

e ek R

a tougher fight. ' T -EEEoeo—- bR
15, A problem {3 logislative.executive r‘blitimin' may arfss .
oot of the trial and éﬁ:téncinﬁ of & former Presidential advisor,
Nguyen Van Trong, charged with actions bencHgial to the com-
mnn!.au"‘" This effats; in itself only a momevtary eensation in
Sm‘.gon paliﬁca., Bas become a broador issus with disclosures

that confeasions b! somo of thase ar trial have implicated Lower
Heuss be*;uty B.’oang Ho. . Because of logal prohlems posed by . . -
congrcesional immusity, President Thieu has forwarded Hoang
Ho's file to the Lowes House, charging it with the responsibility
for action against Ho'imaer' Tules of ﬁu Lowsr Hotsa. Ths

casc agﬁ-n;i ‘Bo, whils largely bnsad en coniceaions of some of
those -.'.Tuod fw the Trong affair- seems fairly strong. Thieu

also hu uhod for House actian againnt two other Lower Honse .
Srriwd h* Apgoiing Dikesn :
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mémars, Tran Ngoc Ciiau and Phim Thé True, Trae .0~

ey

has been In. Japa.n since loy 1969 where he has mede pro~

re

Viet Cong statemests, The main coﬁnp‘l#at against Chau

. TR
e —— e 2o G

ig that he cmlabora..ed with his brother. Tra;: Ngoc Hien, uho

was arrected in Aprﬂ 1669 end anbaequent;.y convicted of being L

Y . B o . = -

an W il ,.rm!.ugence 2 _e,e.....

16. Unforiunately, President Thieu made a rather intemperate
spocih 'at Vaag Tea 'on December 9t whtch contiacd offetlie. "
cuff remarks in:ii;lrlng iheaats of action by "the pacple and the

. military" should the lagislature foil te do 4fs duty in this case.
Thkizu was giving a rather Iughly cisarged Bght talk 0 a graup

«f viilage leaders. Wkile the official versioa of the speech does
nol conteein these eté'tamenttl- '."r:ian_v,r j:ecisle' ars aware of them and
tho Presidest will nsed to do some fe'n'ce-fh:ending in this matier.
17. Two ;ai!'a-pfetély diiferent sorts of Baddhist acﬁ.vity.hava

at? ractﬁii;'idm attention since my last roport. The more

-uram;tsc but politically icss aerious of thz 2 two jnveived the
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“Eambodian Buddbists of the Theravada seet.’ Thiy'is veally ~ -~
not & Buddhist issce, sitisugh the bonscs 2rs putin ths fore-
ﬁ"”f;;ﬂ!' cbvious tacticai roascnn, but rather one involﬁni i
the demande ofanethric mizority. Demonotrations by the
Cambodisn monks in Hajgon and in mome Delta towns have =
been irksoms and have becn acccn;.;;.&;;é by  come talnor
violence, but they pose littls real denger to political stability.

The Lowe: House hm rejected décioively » bill which woald:

, Zave put Cambodian ropresantatives back on tha Etbnic Minoritiss
Coupell, ] -

18, There ere sumo iafications that the An Quang Buddhists
may bucome more actlva, " They are following np their receat
ceaforance by pettiag forth in ﬁrlous ways new demands that
ke matter troated in their eomquueh acted apcn. In one
masgs mod:;gth.nm a csl! for an active “etriggle for peace."
N The naqﬁdht frings lsadsr, Tran Ngoc Lirng, has associated
rh:melfciuelr with shie activity, Go%gt#g &Eg » potential
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he d scou: ted the ab*lr*y o! the bué'xlhzs e'l-:r. make sorivus

I Ay
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Ty : T [

Wi

— © RS TS
19. Politinal par ¢s ave acilvc’y worhng in !.hﬂ cm.nt-ysf.de Do
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to ¢atablirh the minimum reqmrer—.cu:s t‘or rct‘ognthon as S Sese

*

191
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legal entitien under tio Felizical Pariy Law. According to the

law, partics alredidy reg!.utered must kave ten pravmcxal

et D

P R T T R 4T " T

'hapbera of at least 507 membezs, or Ove cuch chap‘ﬁrs and’

) YT -'nnrub,...s in the National Asscmbiy by a u.eauh._e of
. fscember 19th, Partes whick do net meek 1 req‘.:irdmenta

by that date will not be ailowed ie opsrata lsﬂa_:.y unil the

-

P virements are met. W n.ile tnzs "ah. u.':ndaux:"adly br.ng about
soms redcction in the number of pa r.‘.iea, the longcte*'m effects

will gepend on hiow l'.ha law is applied a:zd al' o on ﬂ:e electaral

o
;. EN

lawe gowrulag the forthearning clectiots, o

20, A mid- Novemher pubtic Gpiaion survey ia Salgon showed
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R2, The poll showca that conﬂuence of the Saigon public in

“he ablnty nf tha presf_-nt guvernment of Souih Viet:Nam to
S PO - . . S .
meet tha uceds ofthe pouple in the futcre drusped i November

to 40 per'-:an't, the lowest figuie reeorded in ten aia'i;veys since
the quenhnn was firot asied in .%p-'il 1968. The mein reasons
samed for this decline wors the end-October GVN sconsinie’
anstcrity rm:aau::é.s and ﬂubtaleélr;ent'pricé rises. This illustratss
ihe pi.'{ce that Thieuhes had 0 pay for those measures, and the
impé rtance of stobilining the price situatior and if possidle
roliing back at least the price of rite,

(N -JIIL.I'T'A RY

RS :.Casualty statistics show the extent to which the RVNAF

422 already assumed the burden of the war. 6t'the 1, 937 allicd
iorces lu.lietl in action in Novem‘bar, 410 were U, S. and 1,47

were RVNAF. Enemy losses were 12, 532, not ineluding died of - &

wounds and over 4, 000 railiers.

-
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. v Goneral Abramu'hau told rae thnt the RYNAF perfore ... .. ... .
magce in f.he Fu Pr;n" a':d Duc Lap acﬁ!.ona. -where we have '

pxovmc.d valy eupport ferces, impreTed greaﬂy as she battic
progressed. He fell tnz 23rd ARV Division, hi‘.:b,erto somae-

' thing of an unknawn quanity, had mr::ﬂd in & professicnal

perfo wnance. As 1 noted above. tl:ere are indications that -
ene-nf -:é-ssnréi there are reduciag. . To date the enemy !:as

¢ N -"""“ Bl SR ERASEE -l i R
o iam

lcst 1 460 men in “the campaigﬂ while friendly ‘lbii‘éi'hif’n been
- . 301 | |
] | ‘ Tae Delta cazhééigz.; is which we have only éuppoit:f;;fcea
cOE: ..i‘te:l- continuer in line with the l:_gh priority placed oxn the
- area ic COSVN Reéo‘lu’deu 9, "RVNAF forces have suffered a
few Teverses. Ina battie in "'s\ba T dinh !‘ore;t srea carly in
No%re::f.bér and again iater in the mc\:'ﬂ:.h‘in'; sories of contacts
in Dmh"i'nm;g provmce, RVIAT forcas teok considerably heavier —
10913-&3: thoy were able to inilict’ on thﬁ enemy. ‘On the other

hand, # number of significant successes ware scorzd, lncluding

Gikied £ Axpravinn O
{Ememventt:
- RCRCs FY e G2 ) : n -
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-,m,:i toutios
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rallicve 1n the Delta agalnst 739 frlendly forces, of which

Q‘l‘!'i‘{%@.- T AMEMBASSY SAIGON
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a month long operaticn hy tho 9th RVI-I Divicion scuth of

i normal arens of saraiienn, -which was fullewed by a

- . , . - [ .. .
si ef that Divistion ixds Dink Tu: LRg, agsln cutside of the

Division't area of cpesatise. Anvihar highly suzeenefid

acilion 2 ’esc'.rxbed in the Facification zoctian balow,  Yu ko

,.-.1.:— - LI R R .=

znenth of Movember the enomyr loss 2, 602 willed and 2, 244

LT DD TR N T L . FEY FERRE | L ERLENL LM AR LR
25 ware Uu 3, .

‘l‘. Genoral Vy, the MMnister of Defenae, is veporied 4o

bave E_ﬂf.d re.cant?.w thit'f": -'}!.‘.DSJ.‘I.d e...:.'.-.-" AR“ A megt 'U.-.u.a'l sevornoai,
3 ¢
!.ﬂ L‘J

e ko as the Amerlears will pnd -“i.s“’-e.’-f.x taks their mac
1

Hs foole that the Amerincne tord to vnderrat 3?{1}"*7 zad
hopes the ARV will not e doprived of the chonee 4o prova
itself by hasty Armerican intervention should such cirsamstances

arise. Gomeral Abrams ralatsd 4o me the encouraging ackon of

the nrwly appo!ntﬂcl Conunandar of tiie Sth ARV
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. “laclplies, to pro~pozition forvwnrsd saches acd movs hio

18

Divisicn be was sick and tired of baing to1d bow to deploy

-

Eis trocps and bow t3 Sphi thoin, From new cn he was goizg |,
fo doclde whore €2 pot kis trnopo and how to wee them, Gaseral LT

Abrame ¢ommanted Gt s vras the End of talk ke ked to

heaz from tha ARVN. I i2ialk tids shows the Ead of spirit

-
- 2 YT ke, T gy Bl o d F Y i . - .
exong fnt Viglnomeess jondars e will ceotribets to making

R, I it does develop that the encrey planc o initiess new
cffcasive activity, udicotions are tuat larss ccale attacks
corvid nat bo launcihed effechively prior 2o the Hrst of the year,

aed thot bis capability for suptsined astioz woald be Hmited i

ze lnuached such aitacks pricr to tbe ond of Januvasy 1976. Tho

coeiny eequires abont £ o months fo have il logistice and

InfiY:ratlon activity fonctioning swnecihly o provwids adzquate

o
2~ " &» 3
30T ceinint units,
R ey 2 menr ot #V S,
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g 21/ Progsident Thicu feels thzt the period from aow tarongh
Tet (Febraary 6) s whare the exemy may ranke a2 major movs,
and Gansral Abrems §is irclinag ¢9 agres § oobe thut Genoval |,
Weyand also expects tae znemy o movearovnd Tel, I agree LT
that mony factors, locludiag the exemy’s prosect ditermma
of high iasseo with virizally nothizg & show for i, poiatia..
: that dizectien., EBHowetvzr, e iacreasc in the rals of enemy

:afiliration from late Uclcbhoar o narly Novembar senms berely

anificient to make vwp lic lcasea, whichk contivue at a high
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29, ° The main thmt of l.hg-.ﬂpaéi.ﬂcatlon azd development
campgign during Novembar and Docember, as di.rectcil by

Presidcnt Thieu, hes baen to tie ap the loose ends for 1969 acd

launch tho 1970 Plan., During ¢zips to the four Corps lagtmonle, R
it

the President weat to corsidsrable langths to publicise and explein '
the 1979 Flan as weli &5 to review the nccompi.ishmcntn aﬁd
ahovtcomlnga of 1969. in additicn, mnlsterial-led ‘zms want to
mrtwy province in oep...r-ta delegntions to explajn the 1910 Phn to aﬂ
pificiale down to-and including Village Chicfs. Sessioas of this kind
are virtuatly neprecedentad and cortainly heve never bees dons befors
oo thiz scale in regard to pacification. These visits nnderscozs the
atrosg {ntorest aud lendsrskip gi';cn to the Pactfication Program by
the President and thy Prime Minister, and tholr -appraisal.of ite
palitical jmportames, |

20, - 1lveach Coroni, tie Pre:ldart laid pardiculoy st::ess upbu

1370 as"the YT we uw..  .eet. He soid the threc major goals wors
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X

+0 opd the war, beild Jewmocrzely, aas achicve selfwguiilcicncy.

i

He atyescsd strengihweniog the Faoplefs Seif Deicase Jorce &8 tha

-
e g

fowndation of pational daicnce, borad on the people, and put S
PoOp

’

%
i
3
i
i
o
z
e}
2

n mairing the Popuiar Fores faily effactive, eapecinlly

at night, He partienlanly painted cut the need for an effective
TING HOANG opersiicn ageivst the I political wpparatas. To
iuild demoeracy, b2 z2id, local leaderz must be trained to provid:

- -

affoctive adminietyvation. L0 215D ioht the goal of aslf-sufficioncy,

thn Pyegident changad the Vietramesc oAME of the Pacificaiion

Program from its earliey Baelfication apd Construction to Pacifisniing

and Development. Spacial sstarting s to be addragaed to the urbon

=

o

aroas, curfews liftad and mazin economic routea opored. The

provikesd are now dovalopiag thulr iroplementing pleas for 1573, voiialy

vill ba_paviewed aad cpprovad prior 23 the ezd of Durcmber,
- . -

3

X . 2 . _ ; -
sh Wovember stovadenty o gmall gain reghstured by the HES.

By the eod of the mong:, 53.5 percurt of the population was rated S 3
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22

an mcrcan of 0.5 percent. '.l‘hnra was alan a nmau increace -

T KRt

ic .hB popn!atlon to 56.? percavt. vC populatma dec.mad allgn‘!y

to 6a ea*imatad 500, 000, or Jua.. vodar 3 percent of the nab.onal -

tetal, Beven proﬂnces uhownd gome regrassion in ABC population

but only four droppeo hy mors thr..u 1 percnnt (:hou,,h less thaa 2 T
perw-.m. LA e
52, Oue o! tb,e subsziantial reasone-fdr the f;':;'odoht' guccass of the

Paéi.hca.hon Progr‘em continnes to be the lnck of a consisthnt, forcefn!,

or eﬂectme enemy bppoa...lou. W hne th.erc was some locrease in
snomy activity dnrlcg November. and pefhaua tha beglumngs of

winter oﬁeum in pariz of &e Dalta. the qu::ﬂc ticn Prugra:n
remained ba.sk:a.lly nmfef:tctl. ) "‘hls lmp‘.ay state may not; hu' evar,
coutinne !‘or l.oug 2a the anz:ny. !.n a.ccordance with COSYN Reaohmc-n <.
lurreu'ngly targeb h's forces e-gumat the pacification effort, ".‘

sre al.rndy beginnlng to c::pecrten::e xnc:easzd afta.cks on tho PF and — -

PSDE..
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33. P 'rheu forcea. “howevar, often uqult l:hemelvel wiﬂi o a

[ T - o . P, ..ol
distiaction. Iu December, for exsmple, there was s encouraging : -

demgnaifatl;n of the effsctivaess of tarritorial !o.rces whew they - - -
0pa£-;.t§;iﬁ tandem‘. A Bdt?élioﬁb! the ‘:'-IB-iIh_NVA Regiment attac’knd

8 dlstrlct neadquartem in Kien 'Inong Proriance. Au RF uniton -
night am‘b-.-.ah gave the e.lert and atl ‘ocal units 1o the town ‘= RF/PT,
Police, RD Cadre, PRU acd PSDF «- quickly macsed their defensive. -.
pos-:;ti;:;; and e&octiw;ély tereed beck three ensmy ausults. b Anari'

from tho reaults of 226 NVA kilied and large amounts of weapoos and
amrnunit!.ou caphn-ed, the incident ic a szperb example of tho potentizl .
eifectivénesa of combiced resources and cooperaticn among Vietormsse
local !ofce'a. .evil':r'whéu con!foﬁted with KVA trobps'.’ Of coarso,

thero le an occsslonal loral dlsaatar 'when a a:na'li' unit ig overrun,

but the cases when they f‘ght off the attnck or even igitiate it are far

-—3-..
’ ".‘ -!' W . -"‘!—A‘.'-' : PRI N “l'."'-“\'-‘ " pv-.-.. CY m gt ’ K
more ‘gUISTON o SRR E A
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},. - Peoﬁle'u-snf Da!cm Forcea mada & algmfu:ant eoatribution

-3 ,rﬁ" T p
to berritor‘al ucur!ty The 1969 goal of 2 m.l.mon orgunsed members

pr=e

vms mct. of course. b,r mld-September and grew to more tha.n 3

mulmu by tha ond of Novembe#. Of theae the support £orcea.

S . A ™

:':ompos..é of -eldera. v.omon. aed ronsth. vow total more than l. 750, 00\}'.-,:-..

~ -.,

How«ver. there are now more l:hau 1 316 000 men and' \;vomen io thn
‘;"‘.'cs':;l‘:él.:'; PSDF. “Trained members lnr;i-'o'ue'd to l.-800, boo.'-.nlmost .
600 0n9 more than in October In“iddltlon. mors thnn 9L, 000»::"
weapons have been issnod. Ihe ‘GVN has ‘directed ea.ch province and

. sDecembar
autouomous clty to condact & fou:-day tnm!ng course in BommaseRbsy
for PSDF Combat Gtoup Iaa.ders. The program of instmctlon -
emphaames tho ecoordinated e ployment of PSDF wlth PF {n the

| uefense o! hamlot. and tha role of the PSDF la accompllahlng -

©Ars

its commmty dev'elolxnent and palttlcal edm:atlon tupons'biutmz"

. - et e v -
'I'her. are an lncreasmg number of repom of regulu 2ARVN units . .
"'ﬁcﬁ&ﬁ"' PSDF groups and provl.dng them with more Iotensive

trai.nlng than would m-rma‘ly be tha case,
Srafied Ty b.nmm; O!"!::.ﬁ T
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J.f The PHUNG HOA\IG campa.twu a.gamat the VC in.trastructure

1 LX)

Tat p-'.,: b e

remains a soft apot in the GVN‘B p'u::.ﬁcatxan efforts a.l.thoueb

-

—-

LI -~ B < -
\... ...r- R

October was tl:r= thhd month m sucoesion in \uhich the mo:th'.r ﬂoa}.

A S
.

of 1,800 VCI neu.trau.z;.d was ezceeded, Re sults on tnia program BTE o e N

- * -

always somewhat more delayad than othe-s, as there is u conﬂrrnatlo"t

ELEELENE LN . . . . R ._.».......

prorﬁdure at the naticoal level *'o iize province f:gures. At the

T

end of Oc uber more tha‘ ;6 nqo YCI ba.d b:.en neutrallzed since the
LR ---:"vr-"f-.'-‘ L . e T L
ber*..nn ing of the year. .:'-v.mgh Ceutoier rcsults were alightly belom

S:ptember, the Iavor.;.ble tvend of tbe 1a.st qua.-ter contlmd. in

‘

. . -~ rare

which oeu..rallza.tlona excecdad moncﬂly goam. Tha natlon-u.ldc

campugn to puhuclze the PFUN-.: I*.L:ANG plan has been surprmmn,y

successfual, The program was well coaceived lnd has had conslden als

Ceies Lo T T T S B TR IR

inlfia.l iﬁﬁact. It has two aapects, t-rlucstion and operationai. 'Ihe

-

ednvatlonal side is aimed at bri:ﬁnu aoout pubhc acceptanca and

---l

"" "\\"' 1 : - ta i PR - A . a—

Bupport for thls prog Tam o! “protcctinn of the pec-pi-e' lagainst -

0. ol ree -

terrorum" a.nd to brlrg it ‘-u.t in the open,
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e e 26 . ., Cats:
3¢, 'I'hn PHUNG HOANG progz-am for next year was publlehed

ool e o Lerxai

L B ) e : £
s -

Wtw Statef a[ﬁufé"

as part o! the 1970 Pu ~ificatlon and .b-velopment Plan. As in 1969,

L. 50 A & B VCI neetralizations was e..t:thmth:,

-5

the ::no nialy goal oi !
The teat of neutrahm,,nn will bh rlr-l-armmed by s-’-ntenc ng and.

intermng ra.ther t.La.n bhv capture.. to nvmd ronndup of i.ndw-dumls Y LA
on whom little evlde nco han been accumnlated morely to mect
neutrallza.tion g‘oals. Tmphasis has alno been pl.aced on the nced

for Btrict justice in the conduct of PHUNG HOANG oporatlona aod
neatencmg snd interameat procedurca. -

37 .hrTh-e N‘a..t'-ionai Pollce Force, though hced wlth s numbr-r of
probleins, continuegl  {9] n;mke ita aubat&n‘dal contributlon to toternsl
uecu:it"‘, [n sptté of ear a*tc'npt the Co-n.ﬂnnlsts to ralzv

the level. cf tarroric* actlv‘ty' ie Sa gon and el.sew!:e re, the Police

nave mintained thexr rmrucial role in reuuclng the uomber of

"
m— -

terrorist lnciclents d‘l.'ll‘lﬂ"’ the last four moutm: by 25 parcant. The ~~

=

yesr-ond ltrengl:h gca‘ of 92, 200 will not be met. bui force streaghh

dica 1r.r'raaee to 83,575 b;r the and cf November. The lncrease in
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strength iB attrlbutable largely o the tranafer ‘of men- ¢ bl
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from the military. B e :

j"s - Tbﬂ Chie\- Hol program declmec‘. sl:.ghtiy from [ta

Octor.u..r pegk d‘.f _,gcn ratnrnecs w a November cotal ¥ F

~ R LR . e y ._
: X

ot more than 4, 00!). 'I'he weeLly averaga wan  over 1.600. '
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mmntaimug the 890-‘1 000 week!y average of the
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1= the extension of sccur ity and the availability of territarial forces

T Clestijizeiione... C'rn:sol' -

28
Bo
39 'Ihe GVN’! re.fugee eitort ..oatlnuad to take La.rge stridea

in reducing the number of refugees and completing tta obligations
to those uprooted frorm their horr;es. The total fcfugee pdpi:latién
is 416, 514, or over ! million less than the peak of 1,449,636 i'n

- February of this year, The preseat refugee {igures inciude 174, 786
temporary ref'ugc:.els, 144, 388“1’!1 rea-aﬁiémnt'process .an-d 97, 340 ot
of-camp refugeee. - The Soclal Weifare Services spsot most of
theif time in pay!ng' refuged berefits i.n an attempt to meet -
pas :ﬂcat:.on goala. Ths concerted GVN effort to cope with the refngse
problem resulted in 12,465 rafngees resettied and 73, 255 returned

to their original hamlcts duriag the month of November, Once again

hao been a major factor in the ability of rofujjus to return to theix

originsl homes.
D. cdntt.usron X

4 'h‘hﬂa more severe tet;ting by the enemy may not be too far

tn the oﬁ‘lng. events of ‘:he past menth glve grounds for eacouragen:
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_ discouriglng. bat hope“fu‘:‘.ly can be turoed ardund‘ngt.ln. ‘New enemy .
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that the testing,- if it does coma,: cas be weathered succesafully, .. . ..

. Prébiblj’ most vulaerable fo at leeet a temporary setback due
to enemy activity is pacificatica, bet with each paasing day the
govermu.eat should be in a stroager position on this froat,

§2. The RVNAF record will no doubt continue to be somewect mixed, : ~4

The revarsal of what had been a I#J.‘.lng desartion ram in ARVN ie

of.fensitﬁ'activny may further heighten targeting of RVNAF, -although .=
obvlously ho cannot 3ive prios v.t;r to every'thlng. He is at bast

equally sager w mihct casualties on car forces and the presant
paitayro therefore mey not greatly change.

”, There is still far too much disarray on the politicul scerve.

and the gevernment is not ddiag enough to impru(v'; its image. - Hacent
sctions azziuat black mar.ct.teers helped, and Khiem has assured me

th=t the gwerument means io contizme that campaign. But there is —

much raore that needa to b2 dona. duwever, the fact that the enemy
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hls bsen usable lucessfully ‘to expioit éie"n' 8o difficuit en issv2 - ..
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fm' the gmernment 2H th auate'-i..y tausa to gain a tootuozd of
Ell.“""'p(}rt in the cit*.es rmz"t pavebelncd to convince hirz that the
cc'mhtut onal gr_-varmn +i: haa mu-"h more aupport than h* hr.a

evpz ber-n “h.l ing 20 admit, T

' "V .On lnla.nco I cn'-m.!.um. tha we ars ot the a;ght courss hers.

o _
Le nfmmy pc:sltion kas steadily deterlorated duringthisrsar aad ho
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put on the defensive in aimostsve r7 resoect, ' He has baen

L]

hna ezn

I " forzed to revlew a s'-ratagy whlf'n hus pot produced hoped for reguliz.

- 1 oclievs that if v-ﬁ and oar 'f ietpomepe alllen mek~s the mont cf it,
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~ime iz on our sidz.
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