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IrROOP cinRAWAL IN VIETNAM 

\ Mr. McGEE. Mr. President, in the 
aftermath of President Nixon's an4 
nouncement last night that he is con­
t~l1Uing his policy of phased "ithdra'\\al 
of U.S. combat forces in Vietnam, it is 
well that he ask the very question the 
President proposed: Is this not taking 

a risk? Reporter Don Oberdorfer, writ­
ing In the Washington Post of Sunday, 
December 14, assessed this very question 
and concluded that the chances of the 
policy now being pursued working were 
reasonably good--by that. he meant 
better than 50-50, I ask unanimous COD­
sent that the a.rticle be printed in the 
RECORD. ___ ----------~~----

There Jleing. no objection, the"Brn 
~ered robep~ In the RECORD, 

as follows: 

Ai~ SUBJ. 

SUB-CAT. 

present. Nguyen Van Thieu appears to be un­
cha.llenged. from wlth1.J:i. the a.nnr, v.'hicb 
amounts to nearly one mlll10n tUll-t1me sol­
djers under arms and is llkely to be ra.t.sed 
soon by another 100,000 or so, Roughly one tn 
every nine South Vietna.mese is ir.. the gov· 
ernment's a.rtned forces. 

The United states haa now supplied the 
South Vietnamese with 70,000 M-16 rifles. 
1,200 tanks and armored. vehIcles, 80,000 ma­
chine guns, 4.000 morta.n and nearly 25,000 

and trucks. The enemy torce 01 Viet­
cong North Vietnamese troops has also 
been su l1ed with modern weapons b,' their 

U.s. PUlMHTf 1.lAT NOT :MEAN LOSING WAll. a.llies, RUssia and China. . 
(By Don OOerdorfer) Bu.>..the human arsena.l of Sou'Lb V;t't.na.m 

S.u:ooN.--One of the wisegt and most ~ pushover 80 long as its soldiers fight 
cerning of Vietnam's lntellec;t~ _ There is every sign tha.t they will do so, 
mg W wtlu·.....--niSoory··O! his genera:l:~, ~.:;uCu1erlY when self-presenauon is Ln· 

which was brought up under the mandarins VEld. 
and. hu knOwn the French, the Japanese. Second. Sowt.h Vietnamese leaden; and 
the AmericanS". the Vietnamese OOmmunist6 offiCials are 1inally beginn1ng to act a.s 1! thiE 
and 25 years of war and turbulence With 15 their country and t.hey have a reaJ ata.k.e in 
only a tew interludes ot na.tionaJ. peace. the WlLl'. Thls Is less true of 'Iile general 

The title of his work will either be ''Viet- populAce, who have leas room to maneuver 
na.m Between Despair and Hope" or "Vietnam and less at stake. It may be signLfica.nt. 
Between Hope and Despair." He .still hasn't though, that the eh1ldren in Hue are playing 
decided which. - ch!ld:hood ga.m.e6 O! how to defend the d'tj 

The uncertainty 1& understandable and against the na.sty Vietcong. 
widely shared. In four years ot per10dJe visits Third, the Vietnamese government., from 
to this country. I h.ave encountered only a n.eoessity if not conViction, has begun to 
handful of men, mostly Americans, who a.coord a greater measW"e at mmt&ry and 
were certaln they had a clea.r Vis10n of the polltic.a.1 power to the villages and hamlets in 
future, The majority of these men are long the coun.u-ysicie. Two Of t.."1e most ilnpor.ant 
departed, and lew of them left. with elmer ehange6 &inoe my last visit. were the decision 
their visions or their careers intact. in the summer of 1968 tD d1strlbute weapons 

Surely there is no other place on earth to a people's self-defense force of locaJ volun­
where wha.t seems Impossible today so often teers, and the declston that fall to put loc&l 
takee place tomorrow and where the fore- village chiefs 1n oontrol of the pa.1d Popular 
seeable tuture for na.tives and toreigners allke Foree aoldiers in their areas. 
usually runs to abOut noon on the tOllOwiDg As of tlOd.ay, mil1t.al'y coDdltiona are better 
&y. "The problem ot proJectlon here Is the in most places than they have been tor eever-al 
11 factor," one of the most experienced U.s. yea.re. Aooord1ng to the hamlet evalua;tol's 
omc11ll& observed wryly the ot.her day, "You a.nd. t.he oomputenl. 92 per cent of the people 
can formulate a handy-sounding program are under government oontrol at midday. An 
tor the future, but there are always three Aluencan general says that "8a1gon is safer 
Us in every sentence." than Wash.1ngton., D.C." 

AN EDt7CA'l'ED HtTNCB Favorable 88 present conditions may be, 
Nonetheless, projection is now more press- they could oha.nge rapidly 'W'tth Cbanglng 

lng and perhaps more feasible for Americans milltary pressures. Tb!a baa happened. before. 
a.nd. Vietnamese tb&n It has been in many Since much of the progI'flIa la revend.bte. the 
months, The U.8. government baa taken a great question 18 not 110 much the pattern 
clear new direction-the gradual withdrawal ot today or- even of the next aeveral monrtb8-­
of U.s. ground combat troops 1n the next when 80me aort of Communist otfenetve Iii 
year or two---and the insistent question is expected.----but the pattern of 'a year from 
whether this can be accompllshed without now or two years from DOW, as Amer1ca.n 
losing the war, forces are gradually wtt.hdr&wn, 

Can the Untted States withdraw 300,000 One of those who has been living with the 
or so men on such a schedule without drastic probltml for the longest time 18 Gen. eao Van 
military reverses or a political oollapse in Vien, 'WhO turned 48 yea.rs old tb1s week and 
South Vietnam? Can the South Vietnamese by populu repute 18 the only top Vietnamese 
government bold its own in the short run- generAl who was ever wounded in actlon. For 
say the next three or four vears-with sub- tnore t.ba.n four years, Vien has been chief <Xf 
stantlal U.S. economic helP plus American the Joint general stan' of the Vietnamese 
artillery, air and logistical support? In short, a.nnedtorces. 
can the Nixon policy work? His spacious oftke, where the top political 

After a return ,islt of four weeks and with and military leaders gathered In refuge the 
some trepidation. my guess is that as of to- first morning of the 1968 Tet offensive, is on 
day t.he chances are reasonably good, by the second floor of a. former f'l'ench head· 
which I mean something better than 50--50. quarterS building 1n a heavily guarded com· 
The chances for South Viet-nam's sun-I't'al1n pound near the Saigon airport. 
something lIke the present form in the long Vien 1£ a handsome man who speaks good 
run appear to be considerably lower, but that. English, and he had prepared written answers 
is another story. to some questions submitted In ad-vance. One 

Anyone who eYer spent mllch time here ('.an of t.hem said that be realizes "the U ,8. corn· 
cIte a dozen reasons for a hundred. sup-posed. tnit;ment is bound to diminish." He esti· 
facts w support or refute almost any side of m.ated that "11 nothing out of the ordinar> 
any question. In this country, it is usually should corne about--such fI.S a dramatic in'· 
the estimate that eomes first and the reasons crease in the rate of North Viet;nam-ese InfiJ· 
later, which is another way of saying that tration-I do not. !ersee an, serions militan' 
people are forced to rely in the end on edu- revers86 for the SOuth Vietn·a.mese army." The 
cated hunches. Here are some of the factors clause a.bout infiltration was underlined. 
behind my hunch of the moment: ThroUghout hi£; Vi"I1tlen and oral remarks 

First, there is the sheer inertia. force of in an intervlew lasting an hour, t,heN' was an 
reg'im{:s and t'yents, WhlCh count.': for much unrieriying nOLe 0: C(l-L('err. abOllt a pCS61ble 
In this pw-t o! tilE: \\orld. Kuoody f<xpected Co:::n .. !Ut'.llist mtli7'['l'"Y buildup dUJing t;:-:'e 
Ngo Dinh Diem 'to last a year or Nguyen Cao period of American military wit.hdrawal. 
Ky to last a month, but both lasted for as Vien said that on the a,erage, 12,000 soldien 
long as the military were behind them, At mc:nthly have bf-en oomlng from Nor'-..b Viet-



nam Into the Sou.tb. .. ?ear, plWl 3,000 tooa 
of suppuee mODtlliT ~ the ~ 
and anotbel' 600tfme ~ the~_ 
port of S1ba.noukvf:1le. "I'Il8 i1'l1lltzaUon has 
stepped. up In recent weeb. 

"We may have to come up with semethfn, 
f1bsolutely novel to sever the North. VIet­
namese 1ntlltra.tion Aow, the &lD8'\e mo.t Im_ 
portant factor oontnbmlng to tile enemy'. 
capabiUty to pJ'08eeUte this War," (;be general 
says. This novel m.etbocJ. must cut the ft.ow 
"elfectlvely and enttrely." otherwI&e. South 
Vietnam win continue to be threatened: for l{) or even-2S yearamore. 

BAFFLED MAIUNES 
By Vien's reckoning..1t would take a mini­

mum of three divtslons to interCUct the Ho 
ChI Minh Trail In Laos With a ground inva- . 
sian (Informed Americans estimate the re­
quIred force at five dtvts1ons) and that kind 
of strength is simply not In 91.ght. At -the 
moment, South Vietnam lacks sufftctent force 
e.ven to stop the flow of men across the "de­
mUltar1zed one-Just as the U.S. Marfnes Who 
formerly manned this area could not stop It. 

unless the Infiltration Is stopped. the gen_ 
eral said, "the VIetnam war may st1l1 pro­
duce results that, for us VIetnamese, are to 
be expected y but for outside observers may 
prove the Ul-found.edness of the present 
strategic approach."' He Is anxious to be able 
to turn to American air and arttuery troops 
for support In auCb. a case. He wouldn't say 
how many such troop!! would be Deeded. but 
be reported hearing that the united States 
plans to leave 250,000 troopa, In enclaves 
at least for several years. 

An American general with as mllny stars 
as 0&0 Van Vlen was asked if there is any 
realistic prospect of cutting off tile infiltra_ 
tion tnto South Vietnam. The answer was 
no. 

Vlen describeS the problem of infiltration as 
"the sIngle dark spot In an otherwtse rosy picture," and no doubt It Is a fundamental 
problem. Nonetheless, it is pOSSible to spot 
many other serious prOblems tlbat. together 
with contnlued Communist pressure, QOuld 
someday wreck the whole eftOl't. 

South VIetnam La baalcaJly rich in natural 
resources-rice, tiJnbet, tI.t!dl and. rubbe!"­
but as presently eon.atltuted. it .. not a viable 
nation In the absence of mlll88lve American 
ald. North V1etnam~ with ita OomDlUll1at re· 
glme and greater hlfiory of bal'dahjp and 
privation, bas greater selt-8uJ1icieney. 

South Vietnam cannot support a -roillion 
men under arms 01' anything llke It with the 
resources it Is "itself WUl1n.c or able to-muster. 
More than a mUllon people have been driven 
from their homes and tarma by ~ war. and 
the country cannot 8UPPOlt them. either. 

President Thieu recently informed his 
people that the country spends ,600 million 
annually to import various types Of good&. 
but sells only $20 mUlian In exports to pay 
for them. A nation cannot spend 30 times its 
dollar earnings without. large and conUnuing 
subsldies. 

The hope and expecta.tlon of American em­
bassy offl.cials 18 that U.s. economic aid will 
increase as the number of American service· 
men in the country deelinea. Failure to foot 
the bill for these Sl1baldlles. whether from 
refusal by Congress or any other cause, would 
bring a. severe crlais. 

Finally, there is the sUll unsolved political 
problem, which may well become acute as the 
country faces the conaUtuttlonally prescribed. 
preLsdential elections of September. 1971. 

Many Vietnamese who accept the Thieu 
regine as a. necess1ty today are dead. aet 
against its continuance for four f8aZ"s after 
1971. But it seems Improbable that Thieu w111 
step aside. 

If the oona1ttution ia followed and the 
elections honestly held.. Thieu may have a. 
most diffleult tJ.me wiIuliDg onr anr Btrong 
or united oppositiOD. U the opposition is 
throttled or the election rigged, there could 

be trouble of .. dltrenmt 8Ol't. JIeaD'wbUe. 
I)f_ Vietnam .. .,."...., to be "-rbe4bl 1'" .0 .... political power ....".. .. _ .. 
aDOther factor Of flrat imporW..nce. 

A STlUJOWC SOVVBHDL 
Pondering ~ past and future of ~ trac­

lcally divided nation, one turns 1D the end. to the blood that has flowed beoaUae of ideol­
ogy. historical ~cldent. geography a.nd. con .. 
:ft1cta rooted far beyond the borders of Viet­
nam. 

Sinee my first trip here in Apl'll. 1966, 
in what seemed. then to be the last reel of a 
double·feature Will'. some 36,000 Americans. 
69.000 South Vietnamese so1d1ers and 446.000 
Vietcong and North "Vletnallleae soldiers have 
been killed, acoordblg to oftlctat report. Un­counted toousandl of clvUlana tn both North 
and South Vietnam ha.," also beau. Yict.1ma. 

South Vietnam hU':fWed- one Itationa! 
cemetery in this period, ancl is 8.000 grana 
into a new one. Despite an thta. the U.s. 
JDtlltary estimates that :aao,eoo VJewong and 
North Vietnamese troopa are fl8htla« In tbe 
South, which Ie Virtuall, the lame DUmber as 
were carried on the offtcial on:ter Of battle four years ago. " 

Late one afternoon, In search of a ~ 
of view, I went to the An Quang Pagoda to 
see 'lblch Ttl Quang, the· sometime. mtUtant 
and sometimes enlgmatlo D10Ilk Who 18 among 
the few truly ehartsmatlc Vle~. He aDd 
his Buddhist followers were the surprISe 
catalytic agents who stirred the 1983 1'e"VOlt 
against Diem and Wbc" almon &pM the COUll. 
try in a battle for political cha.nge In 1968. 

The liVing embOd1!'h.ent of the unelqleCted 
and the unpredictable was alone in his 

- cloIster Insertbtng classical ChInese eharac­
ters on rough paper "With It tbln brush and 
a bottle of Ink. The temple bella: were tolHng 
and the young novices were padding about. 
The monk spoke of history and. phitOSOPh-y, 
but would say nothing about the present or 
the futUre" 

Before saying farewell; Trt Quang agreed. 
to draw an appropriate Chinese character to 
be carried back to the United States as a 
souvenir 0{ the mit." Pint. 1M drew the Char­
acter Hoa, au angulIV. ll'aeetuI -eerles Of 
strokes meaning a harmonloUi JDixture, 11_ 
the m1xture Of Pigment and. 1Irater in bI8 
bottle of Ink. Then he drow BiM, whieh 
me&ru 8erenlty and CiUDl. 

Tocether they IJ)ell Hoc .-tak, Which means 
peace. Surely tbere is notlung the Vietauae. 
on both sides need more desperatel" or Mem. 

-lela likely tID achieve In tile ,ears just 
ahead. 


