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What Is Three Communist Military .
Options in Indochina .. ... .

Hanot
Planning
After the
Rains Stop?

;ﬂpand fightin
the sougt?r’ g

SAIGON-=It is now two and Will Communists ‘
a half months since the Ameri- tighten noose Te
cans concluded their dramatic around Vientiane? ~ASHAU -
move into Cambedia and the N VALLEY |

monsoons began turning the Ho
Chi Minh trail into a ribbon of
mud and the Mekong Delta into
a lake.

Now the clouds above the
trail are beginning to thin. The
road network will soon begin
drying and hardening, and it
will soon be Hanol's turn to take
the offensive again. ~ _

If the war in Indochina fol-
lows its traditional pattern —
one largely designed around the
weather — the alllesishould be .
able to tell within the next two
or three months how much em- |
phasis Hanoi will. place ‘on re-
storing its capabﬂ:&s to wage |
war in the South. By January
or February, the allies should
know how badly their ¢énemy has

quﬁpﬁng Som

been hurt by the losd of Cam- . L P
bodia as a sanctuary, ‘how well : ALLIED
he has been able to recaver and NAVAL
what his intentions are on the BLOCK
battlefield. : ADE
Though the tempo of fighting
throughout Indochina' has been B .
low in recent weeks, allied offi- -
cials here already were consid- T i
ering these questions about the ; :ln\}htart;le monsoollll: sﬂ:lﬂnz ill mtlch of Indochlm,
Communists last week: | - : experts gon were trying last week
Wwill they make their major to forecast what Communist moves are in the
‘ . " offing. Map shows three possibilities.

move in Laos, repulsing general

van Pao’s army of hill tribes- . s -
men and tightening their noose _ -
around Vientiane?



Will they use their newly
established  supply  network
through southern Laos and into
Cambodia to spread and
strengthen their hold on the
countryside, defeat Cambodia’s
fledgling army and restore

Prince Norodom Sihanouk to

power-—and thereby regain their

supply route by sea to Wage:

war against Saigon?

Or will they focus their ef-
forts on the ultimate plum —
South Vietnam -— and do only
what is necessary in La0s and
Cambodia to protect their cur-
tailed supply network?

No. Firm Signs

Pérhaps they will do all three
things, or a combination of one
or two, aithough observers of .;

the North  see an increasingly
tired country, economicaily. To
date, according t6 military and
political analysts, there are no
firm 1ndacattons of Hanoi’s de-
- signs. '

in the meantime, In ‘Cambodia
the Communists-liave been re-
acting, regroupmg, countering
and assessing. In the southern
half of South Vietnam - they
have been inactive — some say
out of necessity. And in the
northern half of South Vietnam
it has been war as -usual

Throughout the -Indochina
theater,
has lessened. Judging by the
available casualty reports, the

the level of vio'ence !

daily fevel of coaflict in recent
weeks has been about one-third
lower than it was a year ago;
and American casualties have
been ahout half over-all as South
Vietnamese troops have assumed
the brunt of frontline combat.
Last week’s casualty report
showed only 54 Americans killed,

compared with 143 dunng the:‘

same week a year ago.

A consistently hxgh ievel of-_
fighting has been going on in’

northern South Vietnam, near
the Ashau V&lley, for, the last

two months. It is dry there now.

As usual, the allies pushéd west-

ward, attempting to force the

North Vietnamese back from

the coastal population and over'

the border into Laos. Last year

they did it. This’ year they did .
+' —guerrilla warfare.

no-,

_ Despite, massive B-52 bomb-'

ing strikes and daily = pitched
batties, the North Vietnamese
remain stubbomly entrenched in
the hills east of the Ashau. In

fense bases, leaving the north-

erners free except for alr strikes '
-—to ‘consolidate, resupply and :
begin inching eastward toward

Hue. They will have a shorter

‘distance to travel this year than
last year, if they choose to as-_

sault the coast.
Hanoi could, of course slm-

ply wait it out. There is no rea-

son to believe that Arnencan

- precedented strength
countryside. And the lines on

troops will not continue to leave
South Vietnam at the current
rate. Nearly 40 per cent of the
American combat strength is
now gone. In another year the
American combat role in South
Vietnam is supposed to be his-
tory.

Yet North Vietnam has much
ground to recover in the South.
All the indices the allies have to
measure progress—some of them
admittedly irrelevant—show the
Sajgon Government to have un-
in the

the charts are continuing to go

“up,.not doewn. Hanoi has sensed

this, and ih the last year has
devoted jts policy statements to- .

*ward a reversion to an early

phase of the struggle movement

There are still nearly 2,000

. lives 16st per week through vio-
. lence in Indochina, but the war
'i8 much less violent than it was
. & year ago. Whether or not it
another month, ¥ not sooner, -
rains will probably force the al--
lies to abandon their western de-

stays that way is now Hanoi’s
decision. —JAMES P. STERBA



