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VIET CO'lG DEF~CT1NG HI RrCO!lD '1UMBE~S I~' DELTA PROVI'lCF: (70~) I 

BY CARL D. HOWARD 
IPS CORnESPO~DF.'IT 

K!EN HOA. SOUTlf VI!!:TlJAM _M KIF.'~ WOA p A , I 
M'aWNG DELTA PROVINCE KI.!O\~N FOil DECADES AS A CF.~TER OF' P"'!O~ l 
C:)MMUNIST GUERRILl.A ACTIVITY, APPARENTLY IS HEADED FOR II RECORD 
I~ 1970 OF MORE D~FECTOllS FROM VIET CONG RA~~S T~AN tVF.R PEFOR~ 
I'J THE AREA'S HISTORY. ; / ' . 

I ~l AUGUST ALONE. 7tH DHEr.rORS CAME FORWARD IN KlJO:N HOA. 
T HIS WAS AN ALLcTlME DELTA RECO!!D FOR ONE PROVINCE. OFFICIALS 
SAY, AIIJD THE HIGHEST MONTHLY TOTAL FOR A~Y PROVINCF. I~ SOUTH 
VIET~JAM SINCE APRIL, 1967. "',:.r_,.:,,:::' ,,~;,,"~:. . 

T!-IIS YEAR SO FAR, 2.285 VIET CONG SOLDIERS liND SUPPORTERS 
HAVE ACCEPTF.:D GOVERNMENT AMNESTY IN KIF.'1 HOA UNDER TIiF- CIIIEU 
HilI (OPEIl ARMS) PROR~AM -- JUST 2ef1 PERSOM5 SIfORT OF LAST YEAR'S 
Rf.:CORD CliIEU HOI TOTAL. TUIS 'lUMBER IS F.XPF,CTED TO GROW RAPIDL V 
IN COMING WEEKS PECAUSE OF GOVERNMF.NT MILITA~Y AND PACIFICATIO~ 
PHOGRAMS JUST LAIJ'ICW;;D INTO LONG-TIME 
Vn:T CO~IG POCKF.TS OF T~ PROVI"lCE. ' '. ,~ •• 

KJE~ HDA PROBABLY STILL HAS MORE COMMUNISTS TIfAfII'ANY OT\.l~R 
MEKONG DELTA PROVINCE, AND IT RANKS 43RD AMONG SOUTH VIET'IAI"'S 
4.\ PROVIMCES IN TF.RMS OF SECURITY. .YET 77 PERCENTal'" ITS 5S5,RClf' 
POPULATION LIVES UNDER GOVERNMENT CONTROL AND ?ROTF.eTlON. 
NATIONWIDE, GOVE1HIME'IT PROTECTION NOW F.XTENDS TO 92.e. PERC".:/./T 
OF" TJ.fF. POPULATION, ACCORDING TO OFFICIAL SOUT~C~S. '" 

HIS TOR Y 0 F THE V lET N A M W A RO N MICROFILM 



PAGE 2 VIET CONG 
HOWEVER, THETRE~D HAS GONg AGAl~ST T~E VIF.T CONA gI~C~ 

19~~. KIEN HOA OFfICIALS SAY. EVEN WITH T~ O~PARTURE A YEAP. 
AGO OF' THF: U.S. NINT"! I"IFANTRY DIVISION, THF. lAST AME'UCA'~ GRCIP!D 
UUI! STATIONED IN TH! DELTA. 

ARMY Of TWE Rr.PUFllC OF' VIETNAM (ARVN) AND LOCAL 
MILITIA UNITS NOW ~ANDLE SEC'~ITY FOR KIEN HOA'S PACIFICATION 
EFFORTS. tilE ARV/J SEVE'nH DIVISIO~ A'!D PROVPICE OffICIALS RECF'lTLY 
BEGAN AN INTE~SIVF. PACIFICATION CAMPAIGN, ASSISTED AY A~ ARV~ 
NINTH DIVISION REGIMENT. c. 

T~i;': CHIEU HOI CENTER, WHF.'1E RF.TU1HIEES RECF.IVE SEVERAL ~IF:F.KS 
OF VOCATIONAL TRAINInG AND POLITICAL~MDOCTRINATION BEFOR~ 
RETUlHlHlG HOME, IS PULGING tdlTH 1,11J07·/PERSO~lS. 0 TIfE PROVPICE 
P1.ANS TO OPEN TWO TEMPORARY ClflEU ~OhCENTE~S,.,rO HA~DLJ:: TIfE 

O\jE~r?z~\~tRE"ID TOWARD DEFECTION BY THr.~:COMr1m~isTS RF.PRF:SEII1S A 
Mf.JOR CHANGE HI !HEN I{CA, DEPUTY' CHI!:FTRAN HUYN CHAU 
SAYS. "EErORE THEIR TET OFFF.NS 'A IF.AST 50 PEqCE"lT 
OF' T HE POPUlATlO~ HERE SlIPPORTED .. HE ~on::s. 
"BUT THE vrn CONG PROI(F. TIfEIR PR CF.ASEsF'IRE. 
AND Tt{EY HAVE BEEN LOSING THE E F.VER SINC! ... 

MR. C~AU SAYS COMMUNIST DC Y 
SHOW THAT THIS YEAR VIET CONG HAVE BEEN 
ORDERED TO A "100 PERCENT SEL HEY,MUST 
GROW THEIR OHN RICE PECI\USF: GIutS OR 
SELLS ITIQ THE.rn. ''''_:_':.;.,~= 

••• __ 0 A FEW DAYS AGO, 150 HEIR' 
COURSE AT THE CHItU IofOI CENTEq IfTEERED FOR THE 
PROVINCE MILITIA. AFTER ~ILITA!'I WILL PF. ASSIGN~D 
TO MILITIA UNITS IN OR NEAR THEI S. 

PACIFICATION PROGRAMS ARE CE EMBRACES 
,GOVERNMENT CONTROL. A KEY DISTR TO T~E 
COMMUNIsts IN THE NID-196"'S IS 0 NORTHWESTER"I 
KIEN HOA, AND VILLAGE AND HA~LET ELECTED T~q~ 
SOON. ALREADY, 8-4 OF THE PROVI HELD 
ELECTIONS. T~ OTIfEQ 23 STILL AGE OFFICIALS, 
BUT WILL HOLD ELECTIONS AS sao,", HERIMPROVF.S. 

REC~NTLYf THF. FIRST IS LAND GIVEN FORMER 
It~~~TT6A~~~RfIt~E~lE~R 0 

LED INTO VIET CO~G-CONTROLLED AR 
ARE GOI~ up! A'ID FARMERS AilE SIIlI 
HYBRID RICE sTRA!~S. I1£M ,0. ' 

J 

STIfAT ONCE 
IMPROVED, SCIfOOI..S 

"!IGH-YIElD 


