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VIET CONG DEFFCTING IN RECORD NUMPERS IN DELTA PROVINCE ¢727)

BY CARL D. HOWARD
JES CORARESPONDENT

KIEN HOA. SOUTH VIETHAM =« KIEN HOA, A _— |
MZXONG DELTA PROVINCE KNOWN FOR DECADES AS A CFNTFR OF PRO-=
COMMUNIST GUERRILLA ACTIVITY, APPARENTLY IS HEADED FOR A4 RECORD l
IN 1979 OF MORE DRFECTORS FROM VIET: CONG RANKS THAN EVER BREFORS
IN THE AREA'S HISTORY,

IN AUGUST ALONE, T7#! DFFECTORS CAME FOPMARD I" KIFM HOA,

THIS WAS AN ALL-TIME DELTA RECORD FOR ONE PROVINCE, OFFICIALS
SAY, AND THE HIGHEST MONTHLY TOTAL FOQ ANY PROUINCF RL SOUTH
VIETNAM SINCE APRIL, 1967,

THIS YEAR SO FAR, 2,285 VIET CONG SOLDIERS AND SUPPORT"‘-'Rc
HAVE ACCEPTED GOUER“MEMT AMNESTY IN KIEN HOA UNDSR TME CMITY
HO1 ¢OPEN ARMS) PROGRAM == JUST 288 PERSONS SMORT OF LAST YEAR®S
RECORD CHIEU HOI TOTAL. TWIS NUMRER IS EXPECTED TQ GROW RAPIDLY
IN COMING WEEXS BECAUSE OF GOVERNMENT MILITA?Y A"D PACIFICQTIGV
PROGRAMS JUST LAUNCHED INTO LONG=TIME i
VIET CONG POCKETS OF THE PROVINCE, - -

KIEN HOA PROBARLY STILL MAS MORE COMNUNISTS THAN ANY OT HER
MEKONG DELTA PROVINCE, AND IT RANKS 43RD AMONG SCUTH VIETHAMS
44 PROVINCES IN TFRMS OF SECURITY. YET 77 PERCENT OF IT5 546,820
POPULATION LIVES UNDER GOVERNMENT CONTROL AND PROTRCTION,
NATIONWIDE, GOVERNMEAT PROTECTION NOW EXTENDS TO 92.7 PERCEANT
OF THE POPULATION, ACCORDING T0 OFFICIAL SOURCES, . ..
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MOWEVER, THE TREND HAS GONE AGAINST THE VIET CONG SINCT
1988, XIEN HOA OFFICIALS SAY, EVEN WITH THF DEPARTURE A YEAR
AZD_OF THE U.S. NINTM INFANTRY DIVISION, THF LAST AMERICAN GRGUND
U#IT STATIONED IN THE DELTA.
ARMY OF THE REPURLIC OF VIETNAM CARVN} AND LOCAL
MILITIA UNITS NOW MANDLE SECURITY FOR KIEM MHOA'S PACIFICATICN
EFFORTS, THE ARVN SEVENTH DIVISION AND PROVINCE OFFICIALS RECFETLY
BEGAN AN INTEMSIVE PACIFICATION CAMPAIGN, ASSISTED RY AW ARUN
NINTK DIVISION REGIMENT,
THE CHIEU KOI CENTER, WHERE RETURNEES RECRIVE SEVERAL VERKS
OF VOCATIONAL TRAINING AND POLITICAL INDOCTRINATION BRFORS
RETURNING HOME, IS PULGING WITH {,8B7.PERSONS, TME PROVINCE.
PLANS TO OPEN TWO TEMPORARY CHMIEU HOL:CENTERS -TO HANDLE THE

VER
OV Rt s rEND TOWARD DEFECTION BY THF commun:srs REPRESENTS A
¥AJOR CHANGE IN KIEN MOA, DEPUTY PROVINCE CHISF TRAN MUYN CMAU
S4YS, "BEFORE THEIR TET OFFRNSIVE IN; 1968, AT LEAST 68 PERCENT
OF THE POPULATION WERE SUPPORTED THME VIET CONG,* HE NOTES,
"BUT THE VIET CONG RROXE THEIR Pwongs ‘OF A ,TET CFASE=FIRE,
AXD THEY HAVE BEEN LOSING THE TRYST: b .TME PEDPLE FVER SINCE,"
MR, CHAU SAYS COMMUNIST DOCUMENTS 'carrun RECENTLY
SHOW THAT THIS YEAR VIET CONG CADRE-IN KIEN. oa 'HAVE BEEN
OKDERED TO A "1@@ PERCENT SELF-HELP"REGIMEN T
GROW THEIR QYN RICE RECAUSE THE'POPULACE N0
~ SFLLS IT TO THEM, -y
~—""R FEW DAYS AGO, 158 8 YouNG “FORMER -
COURSE AT THE CMIEU MOI CENTER AND. PROMPTLY, VOLUHTFEQED FOR THE
PROVINCE MILITIA. AFTER MILITARY-TRAINING, THEY WILL RE ASSIGNED
TO MILITIA UNITS IN OR WEAR TMEIR NATIVE VILLAGES.
PACIFICATION PROGRAMS ARE GRONING :AS ‘THE POPULACE EMBRACES
GOVERNMENT CONTROL. A XEY n:srn;cr%ﬁgyu ARANDGNED TO THE
COMMUNISTS IN THE MID-1962°S 1S BEINQsREBUILT 1IN NORTHWESTERN
KIEN HOA, AND VILLAGE AND HAMLET o;er,%L WILL "RE ELECTED THRRT
SOON, ALREADY, 84 OF THE PROVINCE'E: 18T VILLAGES HAVE MELD
ELECTIONS. THE OTHER 23 STILL HAVE‘g?POIHTQD VILLAGE QFFICIALS,
BUT WILL HOLD ELECTIONS AS S00N AS BECURITY/FURTHER IMPROVES.,
RECENTLY, THFE FIRST 326 LAND cz-.;récar;s 'WERE GIVEN FORMER
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ARE GOING P, AND FARMERS ARE SWITEMING gpi,ww HIGH=YIELD
RYARID RICE &TRAINS, ITEM s 3
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