
Appraisal From Saigon-

CAN SOUTH VIETNAM S 
, . 

AFTER THE GI'S LEAVE? 
Tim!! of testing is drawing 

closer in Vietnam. So: w. San· 
ders, staff member of "U. S. 
News & World Report," who 
has covered the war from the 
start, revisited key areas and 
cabled this dispatch on Saigon's 
chances against the Reds. 

SAIGON 
The U. S. pullout from South Vietnam, 

picking up speed daily. is raising con­
cern among m;.lnY Americans whether 
Saigon really can carryon alone against 
the Communists. 

The enemy shows no intention of lay­
ing down anns. Instead, tpe Reds are 
waging increasing war in neighboring 
Laos and Cambodia. In South Vietnam. 
they continue to fight. while waiting for 
morc U. S. troops to leave. 

\Vhat happens when the American 
ground combat troops are gone-possibly 
within months? 'Vill South Vietnam then 
be an easy mark for conquest? 

The answer, from the South Vietnam­
ese themselves: A Communist conquest 
no longer is possible. 

Effed 01 U. S. help. Before the 
massive introduction of U. S. manpower 
and money in 1965. most foreign experts 
here-and mUllY South VietnaJncse-gave 
Saigon little or nO chullcc of saving the 
country. 

Today. the mood in South Vietnam is 
radically different. The nation daily is 
gaining in strength, self-respect amI na­
tional unity. Although wearied by 25 
years of war, few people are willing to 
accept a Communist Victory as the price 
of peace. 

The South Vietnamese say tlwt the 
Communist offensives in Laos, Cambo­
dia and South Vietnam actually weaken­
not strengthen-Hanoi. Tied down by a 
three-front war and drained in the past 
by the costly decision to engage U. S. 
troops in fun-scale battles, Hanoi is in 
trouble. At home, North Vietnam's econ­
omy is under severe strain. At the front, 
more than 650,000 Red soldiers have 
been killed. 

The Communists have not been able 
to mount a sustained uttack in force 

THE TWO VIETNAMS: 
A Change in Fortunes of War 

since suffering heavy losses during the 
Tet offensive of early 1968-a disastrous 
campaign that decimated the Red Anny 
in South Vietnam. Now, North Vietnam 
has been forced to abandon "big unit" 
warfare in the South and to return to the 
guerrilla lac ties it used during early days 
of the cOllffiet. 

The drop in Communist capabilities 
is seen most dramatic-rilly in the Mekong 
River Delta south of S»igon. where 40 
per cent of South Vietnam's population 
lives. \Vhile once in danger of fulling to 
the Red.s, the Delta region now is firm­
ly in the Imuds of South Vietnamese 
forces. 

Recruiting diUiculties. \Vith the 
war goiug against them, the Communists 
arc fillJilig it in{·rc'lsingly difficult to re­
cruit Hew soldiers among Jocal residents. 
About half the Reds' Delta strength to­
day is composed of !':orth Vietnamese, 
who fur the most part are cut ofF from 
their fonllcr supply bases in Cambodii.l. 

Growing Illlmhers of veteran Commu­
nist fighters • .II'e surreHdering under the 
Govenllnellt's "Open Arms" amnesty pro­
gram. The 600 who turned themselves in 
during the fir~t week of August, for in-
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NORTP. VIETNAM: Weakened by a three· front war in Laos, Cam­
bodia aDd Vietnam, Hanoi's economy is under severe strain. 
War weariness is increasing. With battlefield losses totaling 
more than 650,000 men, North Vietnam is abandoning the 
idea of sending big units into the fighting, is returning to 
guerrilla warfare in the South. 

SOUTH VIETNAM: Saigon's Army has increased from 170,000 
to a 1.1·miHion·man force now preparing to take over all 
ground combat from U. S. troops. A sense of national unity 
is spreading. Many South Vietnamese live better than ever, 
though economic troubles persist. Most South Vietnamese 
are convinced a Red victory no longer is possible - even 
after Americans leave. 
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