ASSESSYMEMY 8Y RENEPAL LE TPUNGR TIN (PAVN) -
Nctober 1370 /é)_?[/;

T states that the present gtygte ((FWMAF /RVNAY)) 1s based om
the dg-Ameri 0 » Although it appears to be a

defensive strategy, it is designed to shift the enemy to an offemsive -
position, The Americans continue to carry out their scheme ia Isdochins,
capitalizing on the contradiction among the nations throughout the world.
The two blocs ((possibly the Free World and the Communist Bloc)) ara seeking
to expand their influence and to bargain with one another. The situation of
the friendly bloc ((possibly Communist Bloc)) has been unstabls ((possibly
due to dissension)). They ((possibly the USSR and Red China)) pladge to
support the friemdly ((VC/NVA)) side, but they look after thair interests
first. The existence of the ((Commuunist)) Bloc is not without problems
((possibly due to the dissension between the USSR and Red Chipa)). though
they support the friendly side, they both strive to maintain gaod refations
with the Americans. This complicated situation enables the Americans to
apply pressure to the friendly side, because the friendly side depends on the
aid ((of socialist countries, especially the USSR and Red Chima)) to fight
the Americans. This aid is "relative" ((possibly meaning it will be cut off
1f the USSR or Red China are in good terms with the Americans)). The
eituation in SVN has not been advantageous to the friendly side due to
faulty strategy. After the 1968 Tet General Offensive, the friendly side
failed to realize enemy capabilities angd failed to attack the enmemy in the
rural area. While the enemy intepsifies his attacks to pacify the rural
area, the friendly side directs attacks on city areas. This incorrect
strategy has led to considerable difficulties in all fields, The’
failures sustained require an immediate change in stratagy;end Trung Bdng
((possibly Politburo, Lao Hfng Party)) advocates that to win the war, the
friendly sidé must seize control of the rural areas instead of city areas.
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The concentration of efforts to dominate the city area is a mistake which
prolongs' the war. Because the tnemy has been successful in the rural areas,
ihe Americans can withdraw 250,000 troops from SVN and lsunch cross-bopder
operations into Cambodia. Imn VC Tri-Thien-Huc Region, ths emewmy attacks sre
successful because they are directed at the right objectives and becauss ths
mexy strategy in the local region ia correct. The friendly side expariences
vitter fatlures in the rural area and has been deprived of his mampower and
aterial vesources. As he loses his bsse camps and springboards, the cn-ly
b.scones sttonger. The resolution ((possibly adopted by the Politburo, Lao
Dimg Party)) discusees the friendly weak points of the past two years
(11969 and 1970)), and admits that the friendly side has lost its stroeg
. poiture, To remedy the situation, he is to strengthen his organizations and
speed up the establishment of base areas. Because the friendly side fails
to omtrol the rural ares, he is to seek control of sn ares to serve as his
base area. The establishment of this base area will be the primary aissica.
The ) riendly side could establish his base area in the regiom which
encos 3gsses one part of Central and Lowar Laos, the Northeastern ares of
Camb¢ iia, and the Southwestern area of SVN. This area has beean subjectsd
to gp.'radic enemy ground attacks and air raids. The war will drag om.
bacausa the friendly side must first defeat the Puppet and American Arniss.
After ‘his victory, the friendly side will be engaged in a covert struggle
((post bly the political struggle after the cease firs)). Conlequcntly.
he mus:. have a base area to continue his resistance., Comrade Ba
((poas: b1y Ls DulX, First Secratary, Central Executive Committse, Lao Dolg
Party)) says that the Comrades in SVK know nothimg, because they do not
realize the licated nature of the protracted war ({in SVN)). Ia VC
Tr{-Thisn-Hue Region, the usable land is in the mountainous area. The
friendly side must motivate the people to move to this area im order to
bettar establish it as a friendly base camp and to mechanize farm productiom
in this area, The Ba Long area, the zones adjacent to Route 9 in Qualg Tri
Province, and the ((mountainous)) srea in Thia Thien ((Province)) will be ’
selectad for the establishment of bass areas,

Entry, deted 25 Dec 70, pertains to the msating of tha Coordination and |,
Operations Committes ((poslibly of Thia Thidn Province, VC Tri-Thifn-Hud
Military Region)). The purpose of the meeting wes to discuss the situatiom
in Indochica. The Coordination and Operations Coxmittee states thst of the
thres countzries in Indochina, SVN is the primary battlefiald. HNVN is thes
prime bese area of tha three countries, and NVA troops ere ths main force
troops of Indochina. In SVN, the rural erea will be tha primary objective
" and the city area the secondary objectiva. Difficulties comfronted by the
friendly eide include the exhaustion of cadre and replacement persormsl.
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