Mr. Shri Pitamber Das headed a delegation of mem-
bers of the Perliament of India in a observation tour
early this year of the Republic of Vietnam. He gives
impressions of his wvisit in this article.

I happened to lead the team of those four mem-
bers of Parliament who, in response to an invitation of
the South Vietnam government, visited their country
ir the second week of February thiz year. The other
rmembers of the team were Shri Prakash Vir Shastri
{BIK1D), Shri C, Muthusami (Swatantra) and Shri K,
Lakappa (PSP). We arrived in Saigon on the 9th and
left on the 1Zth. During those 3 or 4 days we paid
v:gity to their high dignitaries and met leaders of the
Indian community., We were also taken around
several places. ‘

The Situation

Scuth Vietnam had been in the midst of war —
in some form or the other — for about three gquar-
ters of a century now. As is well known the French
had at one time secured complete mastery over the
territory of Vietnam. The inhabitants of the country
had begun their protracted resistance against the
French rule in 1883. They were arranged, broadly
speaking, in two groups, one — popularly known as

« Jiet Minh» - was a short for «United Front» forg- -

ed by the Communists.

The other were «Nationalists» with a strong bhase
a~ Saigon. Both of these groups had been working
for national liberation, in their own ways of course.

In 1845 the «Viet Minh,» with some assistance
from the Japanese, took over Hanoi, but failed in a
similar effort in Saigon. A provisional government of
tlie Democratic Republic of Vietnam was formed by
them.

In 1946, the Frerch agreed to recognize this as a
fopa state within the Indo-Chinese Federation in the
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-framework of the newly formed French Union. The

Nationalists were openly critical of the Communists
for having agreed on anything short of complete
freedom. The French, for protecting their interests,
fomented regional and perscnal rivalries in order to
break the unity of the «Nationalist Front» and to
check the progress of nationalism in Vietnam.

They even applied pressures and threats. The
«Nationalist Fronts cbviously suffered from the dis-
advantage of fighting the French on one hand and
resisting the Communists on the other.

Despite all this a time came when it remained
no longer possible for the French to hold on to power.
The final hour of their domination had arrived. As a
resuft came some agreements known ag «Geneva
Agreements of 1954» which gave excessive conces-
sions to the Viet Minh, ’

The country was partitioned at the 17th paraliei,
and the Communists acquired a favorable position
to initiate further struggle against the «Nationalists.»
The Democratic Republic of Vietnam violated the
Agreements almezt as soon as they were signed. They
organized what came to be ecalled as the «Army of
Liberation», South Vietnam has thus continued to
be at war, with elements led, trained, inspired and
encouraged by Communists whose lcyalty lie else-
where and who are attempting to overthrow a legiti-

" mate government that has been freshly formed. This
“attempt has been taking different shapes and forms
© from time to time, and a strong senze of nationalism

has sustained the South Vietnamese in their struggle
all these years.

The people of South Vietnam earnestly feel that
their defeat reans the imposition on them of the
slavery of China or of Russia or of both. They take

. it to be a question of life and death for <hem. They

therefore seem to be determined to meet this chal-
lenge at any cost and with any help available. Hence




the heavy concentration of American forces on the
South Vietnamese soil

The Problem

The Americans are there with highly sophisti-
cated weapons, heaps of ammunition and a large
contingent of efficiently trained soldiers, yet at pre-
sent they cannot be much effective. They can no
doubt very successfully meet a large scale offensive
or an open aggression but the Communists have
changed their strategy. They have now adopted the
policy of infiltration and penetration. They have also
taken to guerrilla warfare and terroristic activities,
whose tacticg is to hit and run.

A bomb had, we were told, exploded a day or
two before our arrival in the very vicinity of the
big hotel where we were lodged. While going {rom
cne place to another outside the city of Saigon we
noticed clouds of smoke rising in the sky far in the
jungle &t two or three places, where hombs had ex-
ploded.

South Vietnam has no natural boundaries sc as
t0 be able to prevent the infiltration. The looks of
the population on both sides of the border are simi-
lar. and they have relatives residing across the bor-
ders. This makes matters all the more difficult for the
South Vietnamese government.

The American soldiers, not being familiar with
their faces, can neither distinguish one from the
other. nor can discriminate between a friend and a
foe. The Scouth Vietnamese government, therefore, is
training its own forces, but this is bound to take time,
for which the danger is not going to wait. Hence the
wrong.

It is only constant vigilance and active coopera-
tion of the loecal population at the border that can
successfully check infiltration and penetration and
also combat guerrilla tactics and terroristic activities.
An undeveloped or an under-developed people are
always likely to fall easy prey to Communist slogans
and propaganda.

The borders must, therefore, be adequately de-
veloped to meet the Communist menace. But a na-
tion, whose very existence had been threatened since
immediately after the termination of foreign domina-
tion and which could not have even breathing time
can not be expected to afford enmergy or resources
for development work. When, where, and how to
break this vicious circle is another big problem.

Indian Community

There is a sizeable number of Indians in South
Vietnam. They carry on mostly export-import trade
and other businesses. They received our team in an
architecturally built and spacious mosque, in a por-
tion of which runs a school and a library,

The fact that in spite of all difficulties and un-
certainties of war they had chosen to stay on in that
country has created a very favorable impression on
the minds of the rulers, who regard them as «friends
in needs.

The Indian community is allowed to enjoy not
only equal rights but also certain privileges. For ins-
tance, in the cage of Indiang military training is not
compulsory, whereas for South Vietnamese it is. The
Indian Community expressed great satisfaction with
the behaviour of the South Vietnamese government
and the people. What seemed to disturb them at that
time most was the rumor that the (Government of
India was going to raise the status of their consulate
in Hanoi to an embassy.

This step, apart irom taking away the neutral
stance of India, was considered likely to make South
Vietnamese rethink their attitude towards the In-
dians there. The leaders of the country also express-
ed concern over this rumor.

Real Issue

In South Vietnam it is not a dispute over terri-
tory as often crops up between two states with com-
mon borders. It is in fact a clash of ideologies. The
totalitarian ways of the Communists and the demo-
cratic way of life chosen for themselves by the South
Vietnamese are fundamentally opposed to each other.

The South Vietnamese want their country to
remain completely free from any foreign influence,
whatever its pattern and whichever its source. The
results of the South Vietnam war may — to a very
great extent — influence the preservation of demo-
cracy in this part of Asia.

There are countries, which are democratic-minded
and peace-loving and which want for themselves the
way of life they know and they love. They can never
like the imposition of any system by force even
if it comes in the garb and with the slogan of
«Liberation.»

These countries wili do well to extend their mo-
ral support to South Vietnam in its resistance to
totalitarian trends.
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Return to
‘Street
Without J Oy’

HUE — In the early 50’s French soldiers dubbed
the coastal area north of here «The Street Without
Joy.» In time, the name became an eloquent summa-
tion of the (first) Indochina war,

New, ironically, this same area once again pro-
vides the setting for dramatic developments in the
current war in Vietnam.

The «Street» is a 20-mile long stretch of paddy
and marsh land lying between coastal highway one
and the Souih China Sea. Tt begins a few miles north
of this city and continues to Quang Tri, northern-
most of Soutl Vietnam's provinces.

Tranquility Broken

For more -han a decade beginning in the mid-50's
there was rela:ive peace and the area prospered. That
tranguility was shattered in the mid-60's when the
Viet Cong began to apply pressure. During Tet 1968,
Communist troops swep! through the «Street» en
route to Hue, oringing devastation and hardship. The
people fled, and no one but Viet Cong lived along
the «Street.»

That has all changed now. By July this year un-
armed civilians could drive through the area, and
they could see 20,000 people living and working in
17 hamlets strang along the length of the «Street.»
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This remarkable iransformation was possible due
to a number of factors. Prominent among them was
the psychological effect of the Communist slaugliter
of civilians in the area in 1963, including more than
9,000 in Hue alone. Observers in the area agree that
the attempt to terrorize the population backfired. Ins-
tead of being intimidated, the people reacted with
bitter hatred against those who murdered their fami-
lies and friends.

Vietnamese farmers return from mornings work helping
dig irrigation canals near their village along the «Street »



A proud sign welcomes visilors o Dong Ho hamlet, one of 17 resetiled this year along the «Sireet.»

Communist popular support dried up. Says U.S.
Col. John Chism, province genior advisor in Thua
Thien: «The contrast between the situation in this
area a few years ago and now is as different as night
and day. Now the people are supplying information.
They are providing security. The Viet Cong can’t get
into the villages. That’s the difference.»

Meanwhile, Communist main force military units
have been badly mauled by the allies and driven back
into the remote, uninhabited mountains on the wes-
tern zide of the province.

First Villagers

By early this year it was decided that the situa-
tion had improved to the extent that the «Street»
could be resettled. The first villagers began clearing
the land and preparing their houses in February. On
Feb. 24, Vietnamese and American trucks helped
more than 900 persons move back to their homes for

the first time in more than two years.

As the first group settled in, others quickly fol-
lowed. In Phong Dien district the government plan-
ned to move 12,000 back by late this year, but that
already had been accomplished by July 1, more than
three months ahead of schedule.

Quang Dien district did not start the move back
until mid-March, but by the end of July the district
had already achieved its goal of returning 8,000 people
to their homes. :

Vibrant Again

All along the «Streets there is vibrant village life
once again. Says Col. Chism of the contrast between
the people in refugee camps and in their home vil-
lages: «It was like turning a photograph over from
the blank side.»

Thua Thien province is now raied one of the
most secure in the country. The Hamlet Evaluation
System, computes that more than 99 per cent of the
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G e i B b i A

And laughter is heard once again

people int the provinee now live in reiatively secure
areas.

Col. Chism observes that «Security is not just
physicai. What is essential is the feeling of security
that comes from involvement, from participation in
the development and the defense of the country.»

As one sign of that involvement, more than
100,000 villagers are now members of the Peoples
Self Defense Force (PSDF) in Thua Thien. Along
the «Streets itself, security is entrusted to these
units and other local Vietnamese elements, the Re-
gional Forces and Popular Forces.

Despite the extension of security and progress
in pacification in Thua Thien, there are still
several thousand people in refugee status. Nation-
wide there are hundreds of thousands who are in
refugee camps or settled on land other than their own.

Children cavort for visitors in Son Cong hamlet. Until
recenily this year, no one but Viet Cong and allied mil-
itary unils veniured inio «Sireet» hamlets for 2 years.
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Laughter Anew

Despite the best efforts of the government, and
international voluntary welfare agencies, there can be
no complete solution to the problems of refugees un-
til the shooting stops throughopt the country. The
Vietnamese government, through its «Return-to-
Village» program, is striving to help people return to
a normal life as quickly as possible. That some pro-
gress is being made is clearly indicated by the sound
of children’s laughter once again in a place so long
without joy.
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