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FOR IIZ@DIATE HELEASE.

OFFICE OF THE WHITE ROUSE EP&ZSS’SE‘CRE‘PARY_ C
(Skidaway Island,. Georglta) -~

THE VHITE HOUS® -~ -

- THFORMAL. REPARKS OF THE' PRESIDENTT:
CN THE DOCK, SRIDAWAY ISLARD:: & -

AT 1:55. P.M. RDT

THE PRESIDENT: I talked to Secretary Rogers .- . T
this morning and he was very pleased with the- reaction; - S
world-wide. Of course, all of the messages are not yets . . -
in, Int up to this. time it has heen a- very, very goodsioce o o
reaction from leaders all over the world: supporting the: - -
peace initiative that we have takems. .. -

The other: thing that is significant iz that we—— .
had very good support in the Rouse and: Senate, - That-is> - .
significant becausae: the leaders in- Hanoi Nave: sald over-and. ..
over againm, publicly; and all the expecta say that they - - = -
believe this, that they are going to walt For politieako .« -

R "nmy SUB-GAT.
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division in the United Statez to get them at: tha_._cgnfg:ence::;;—;ggf

table what they can't: win on the battleffeldi - -

‘ The- fact that Americans of hothr parties supported: - LTI
this peace initiative, pecple like Senator Mansfield; the
leader of. the Senate, and cthers, this ig, of CORTSe,. VeLy: . .
imporiant: in presenting a united front ‘o the: peacasioc oo
initiative.. So we were glad that we had support st home; R
support abroad, good editorial aupperr: from those that-= 5
I gaw in the United States.. . L T

_ The fmmediate reaction in Hmmoai, of: CUTXSDEL T
is no indicatiom of what their- raaction wiil Pe- Yaters - Thes o o
immediate: reactlion always hag +o be one of wkat BemaRTsT e
be rejection in such & case.. ' . '

+

But if the siteation continues as we ¥hisk. it -
will, of broad world support for tha paase Iottintive, ends o
broad: support within. £ha Uniked: States, I keligrsz ghat :
Hanoj. will recagnize- that: thig is a rary sexvicws ocoposakes s
It is one that is fair to them and fair to o3, Sl it is one - ST

that chey should seriously consider rathar Than simply Lo :
repeat. the. same: old linss: that they have repcated previocasly. .~ -~

e have made scme nsw proposcls and neow we: think.. - .

that they hava the epportuniiy: to maks: soms new propesslsd. -

1f they do, we can make scome progress.. Thax:. is. the: vay we:
arve geing toe play it. e &idn't make thig sinmply to have: -

a propaganda line, es I pointed ouk. %z mzds this propazal
hacause we vented to cover everv basc. that ws covnld, That -

is why we offered the cesse-fire,. a total coage-Tiras That,
is why we cffered a total withdrawal of 21l of ouy forces,. .
something we have never offered- before, if we had matwal -
withdrawal on the. othexr -side. . . - :

That is why we had a very forthccuing position on the

release of all. prisoners without regard to rading one for

one or twa far one. Wa will rnlaans all esre haes, Shop . o
will releass all. they have. That means not . only we, bul -
the Sounth Viatnamese ag wall. rrd 2¥F Thdarhina crsondedame o
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and while we indicated, oo, that we were f£lexibla
on these matters, it seems under thoge circumstances that
this is now the chance, the time, to make agme: pragress
at the peaces tahle.

Next week we will get the offirzial rosponse from
Hanai in the public session and we would hope that it
would indicate some progress. But whether it does or it
does not we intend to continue to press this. It
takes a long time to get a peace proposal like this after.
a long war on the tracks, to get progress om it.

We are not going to be discouraged by rejectiona.. .
We are not going to be discouraged by attitudes that
we would expect. Because we feel so styongly that this
is a fair proposal we ars going to continue to press: it
in avery world forum, in Paris, and, of course, in the-
event that the opportunikty is presented, ta the Nerth:
Vietnamese and other channels:, .

QUESTION: Mr. President, I realize you are not. .. -
trying deliberately to connect any local golitical.
considorations, domestic political considecrations, bat &s-
a pragmatist do yau fzsl there will he 2 gpia-off from
this in your oun perzanal popularity- in the weeks anead2 -
Do you think that wiil he of any bonefit to tha Sepukiican
Parly as you w@aweg Igsund ard try o sngpntt % Holp some
of theae canaxdates?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't feel it hag that kind: of:
affect, T feel, of course, it was not intended for thak, .
If wo intended it for that, 1 am politically ewmosgh:. - _
astute to have done it about four davs beoioxre the election.. .
Then we would not have known what the resalt uwomid bave:
heen, and people would have voted thair @aﬂ petler. than: .
realities.. . .

e did this at the. right time, from the stand-

point of trying to make progress in the negotiations,

and at a time when all of our: advisors thought it osould.
be made without jeopardizing owrs fovces in Vietaawm.. -

Maw having done that, the effect, politically,.
I do not think ls particularily significant at this time,. .
and particnlaxly in view of the: fact that we have -
bipartisan support faor it.. IE the other side, iff
another candidata wonld.make it & political issue, thea
it would be politically gsignificant, But since-there iz
bipartizan support for this proposzl, I balieve: it la:
not going to have any particular effect on the campaigh..

THE PRERS: Thank you..

B
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QFFICE OF THR UHITE [0USET PPRSS SECRETARY:
{Savannan, CGeorgia)

TEE WHITE BOUSE

I’*IF!JR"«’“.L FRMARKSG OF THE PIESIDSNT
OH ARRIVAL AT RUNTER ARMY BIRE'IHLH
SAVAVNAR, SZORGIA

QUESTIOW: Have you hesrd any com=cent on your gpeech.
last night from tha Forth Vietnamese ar the rest of the world?-

THE DPRESIDENT: The rest of the world, ves. The
North Vietnamese, X think, made a brief comment thia morning,

indicating that thay, of course, will look at the proposal.
nexzt weak.

e don't expect formal comment Exom them until next
week whon they come bhack Lo the Paris Confersnce. DBut the
reat, the reaction in the warld and in the- Mation, has been
eztrenely favorable.

e are particularly pleased, naturally, at the stmng
suppori within the Natioen, the bipextisan support, because one
of the hapes that tha tHorth Vietnamese have had is that by
division in tha United States they will got vhat they want at
thae cocnference tabhle and a bettor deal} thon: thoy con gak Now..

e have mads a very forthcoming rropasal, and tha.
fact that it has wide bipartisan support will not qo
uanoticed in Hanod, I appregiate the fach that Sescoraiic
laaders like Mike Mansfield, an w21l as Repeblicon leaders,
hava endorsed ii, and Congreszmen end Senatars o both eidea.
Tt wae a biparkisan spoech. There was no partismchip e it..
Yhen people are working for peace, thove are »o piticos in.
that.

cn world reaction, T talked ko the Scorsiary of State
this morning. Naturzlly, it takes a little tim2 o nick that
up, but it hag bean very favorable throughiont -'i;hﬁ worid oW o
this polint, with tha usual veactions that yon night eupech
from acma areas, but very: favarablo from Buropsagn, Lotin .
duarican, Afvicon mnd Asian scurces. This alse s imporrzant be-—
cauge it means nosr that ha position of tha nitsd Seates an
Vietnam, Qiplomatically, kas broad sunjiori withls tha sorld
cormunity. Wa had strong support bufore, oed copsiderablae
understanding, but mow that we have taken this diplomatie .
“initiative, world lezders generally, I think, will give us
support: wiio mighi provicusly have waitcd or hedysd on doing
20 because they may have felt that we had not gone as far.
as w2 coild at the conferanae table.

Now one now cau ralse a ouestion en that, WYell, they
can raise a guestion, but seviors cusationa will not be ralged.
pooause whediier 1t is a cease fire ox a total withdrawal of all
of aur Farces, or whathor it is a political settlement, or the
offer with reverd to priscners of waw, tho Unitsd States has
rade a ‘very iorthcoming proposal, Yo would axgect that the
‘i’f.:.'th Victnamese, afiey thelr £izrst, =hall wo say, coaction

indicating that they 6o not uee mush new in It - yhich wo would

naturally expect at £irst nlush--that as they conasider it we-
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would hape that they would take it as sericuzly =23 we took it
whan we made it, as world leaders have regponded to it, as

leaders in both partiea here have responded to it, including
critics of the Vietnam war, as well as those who support 1€.

QUESTION: Thank you, ix. President.

END
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CFFICE OF THZ WHITE HCUSE PRESS SECRSTARE

{Skidaway Tslant, CGuorgizd

THE WHITE HCUSE

AEMARKS OF TilE PPESIDENT
AT DEDICATICON CEREMOVIES OF THE (OCREAN SCISNUCE.
CENTER OF THE ITLANTIC COMiIISS5ICH, SAIDASIAY ISLAND

AT 1:538 P.M. EET

Hr. Chairmen, Governor Haddox, Conqressmait,
Hagen, all of the distinguisiied guesta on the platform,. -
and ladiesz and gentlemen:

Ags you know, I have just returned from a. long
trip abroad which tock us to a number of caountries. Az :
T said last night on televisiom, Mrs. Hixon and I were very
neartened by the wondexful welcomes we received in countries:
like Yugoslavia, Ttaly, Spain, Irwland and England.. .

I recall wlien we were in ¥relsnd, £ gaid at the
Irish dinner that there is really nothing like an Ixish:. .
waeicome. And. I must say that after traweling through the -
stracks of Savannah today, and them sesing 2il of you wha
hava come out to this istand, and vou kad %o cowe have:-by
hoatt -— I understand that is qgoing to cheswge ~- nevertheless,
wa gea- all of you who cane cuf here, Ipocogoizing that some
of yvou, I understand, have bean here zince %:83 o'clock thia
moraing, I have to say after this thera is wothing like a
feorcia velecome..

I remember when ny good friend Hal Seit
suggested that I shaould come dawn to Gecrgia, ke gsaid, and
I am sure, incldentally, Governor Paddox would agreoe wilth

this -- that makes it bipartisan ~—- he said, “Evecvhbody goss.

to Atlanta. thy don't you come to Savannak3™ So that is by
I am in Savammah, and I am glad to be here.

As you know, I am here for a pupoga that ls very
important to the future of this State, of this countyry, and
particularly the future of our children. I waz delighteh
ta sae the Boy Scouts, the Girl Scouts and all the young
people who are here taday, because my remarks, and they will
ba very brief, relate tao them and their fohturs really more:
than ko us, those in our genoration..

It i3 not that we do nokt care about what happens
o0 uy, but I am thinking of vhat kind of an America «a are
going to leave to those vyoung children, whethew or not
they are qoing to have the resouress that will alicw them.
to lead a goed life; whether or not they are going to have.
tha open spages, the recreation, the ciean water; the
clesn alr, the birtirichc that we want for every American.
That ig, to an extent, what thig program i3 about today.

Defore referying to it further, however, I should.

T E¥sm doom  mrnns LA mde palamde Trmamqmmct s oo mPainrgde ATl m S anrem =T T Ak d A
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imnrassces me abcut it is the arount of cooparacion and.
tha punber of various groups3 af people wha have made it
rossinle..

These dayg we tend too often, uhenaever o2 have
a2 prohlem, to say, "vhat are they going to do in Yasnington2®
And wien always we turn only to Mashingten, wa find that
then Washington tells people at home what to do. I don’t
think that is a gced idea.

L think the peonle of this country want to make
their ovm decislions as much as poszible as close at home,
and I think you believe that.

S0 I was very pleased t¢ find that the land here.
was given by private enterprise; that the Rosblinsg,:
for example, are present here, who were among thosa wha
gave the land. X found that a county, Chathan County,. .
played a parti. Chatham County is going to build the bridge..

I found that the State of CGrorgla and the United
States Governnenrt are ccoperating in the financing of this
praject, and I found that the University of Georgia, a
¢great institutlon, is going to operate the project.
There youn have, it seems to me, an ideal combiration. You
have local government, vou have State Govermrent and Federal:
Government:, You have orivate entevprise and you have a
qreat educational institution, the University of Georgia.
That 18 the kind of approach to goveromenat that we want,.
that wa want more of in the yzars ahead, so that We an
anlist just as many varicus groaps within onr society as
wa can for building the hetter America thar we all wank.

Now a word akout this vrolect. Te hear zhomt
the - frantiers that America has had throsgla the vears,
and those frontiers have changed, as = all know. First,
we crossed the monntains and wenmt to the Hiduest, and then
crossed tha Rocky lHountaing and went to the ¥ar West. Then
there wore those who sald there vers noe other frontliers
left. Ve have all heard zhout the greak fvontier of space
and wiaat has happgned thore.

“hat we are talldng abmmt here is a Lfrontier that
ia just heing discovered, just being discoverad in terms of
it3s enornous possibllities. That is thae frontier of the.
seas around ug..

¥ was surprizsed to find, and I am sure you will
be surprised to find if vou have not studied this, that
it iIs presently estimated that on the cceans bordezing the
United States, already $24 billlon worth of assets are
being developed, $2 billlion a year of income heing derived
from e ogeans hordering on the United States. And we hava
cnly scratched the suxface..

In fact, the gre=atast undeveloped rescurces in
the world today are not on land buvt they azxe in. the seas.
That is what this project iz ahgout. Tiis sxojaect 13 one
that will help to develop the enormous raesJurced of our
seas, aof our waterways here in these beautiful golden isles
and, of coursae, will Eeil us, through the experiments that
Aara wade hare., how ve ean. in 5% eank . in farna oF aoriemitnmra.
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agroW things in the sea.

I know that zome of thesge ideas sound pretty far
out, but, as I have studied it, and as I have heard about
it, I find that this is parhaps one of the most exciting
j1aw areas that we can possibly think about.

T alzo want to say thak, in speaking of agriculture,
T would not want to come £o Ceorgla without axpressing
aopreciation to this State for, among the many pedple that
we have from Georgia in our Administration, foxr giving us
the imder Sacretary of Agriculture, Phil Camphbell. Ye
worked with him this morzaing, incidentally, on the PFarm
Bill. When I speak of agriculture in the seas, that, of
course, is very appropriate, when we think of his great
responsibilities of developing the agriculture on land.

Now let us look hriefly at that problem, the
development of the reosuzces that are in the seas ahout u3l,
and then let us look at another oroblem. %e hear a lot
ahont the environment these dayz, what is happening to the
alr in our cities.

If you have heen to a c¢ity that has smog, you knaow -
what a terribly serious problem it ia. e think ahout the:
waters, how the rivers hecome polluted, for example the
Savannah River. You den't have to go far from Pasikington.

e think of the beantiful blua Potomac. You.
cone look at it some day. I isa't that. Ik, of cooxse,
iz one of the most nolluted rivers in che worid. 2and we
think of what has happened ta thig great countiy of ours
in many areas vhare we have had great Industwial 2rogress,
orogress that has given us the highest pox cagilta Lacoma
in the whale world, r-a should be thankful thzt we have
that hecause that enables us to do things thak ra otheirvise
wvould he unable to do for our children, bult wikare,as
result of that industrial progress, we alaghave had the by~
oroducts of air that is very difficult o hroaths, water
that isn’t fit to drink, aad open spaces that are destroyed.

Thera are those whn, of coursze, wsuld sugyest
that that makes progresa had, that wast we should do is to
go back to the time when wo didn’: arva any factories, vhen
we didn’t have any automgbiles, when we didn’¢ have any
roads, because if we didn't, then you would have clean air
and clean water, and wouldu't lif2 be uondexiful.

The answer is it wouldan't be at all. I have beem
to lots of eountries that have no progress, and believe
va, T £ind moat of the people thera want tao come ©o the
United States of Amerieca wiere we have it. But what we
can recognize is that in this country with ita enoxmous
industrial capability, it is poesible to have progress
and at the same time use those enormous talents in those
areas to clean up the air, to clean up the water and
davelop the cven gpaces, the racreation that we want for
our young people in the years ahead. 30 it is with the szeas
around Vs,

MORE



Az we begin to develop commercialiy even more
the enormousg resources of the ocean, it is vitally
important that we nct allow our shoraliras to be polluted.

We referred a moment ago to these golden: isles,
and we think of wiat gold will buy. Gold is very important.
ta think of it, certainly, -— when we think aof anything.
wa migit want to have -~ gold seem 3 to ke as impartant
as anything else.

But wa also know that in termsg of these
heantiful islands and the water arvound them, if thay LHecone
vollutad, then all the gold in the world isn't gocing to
matter.. ‘

S0 what wa need is a two-pronged praogram: One
that on the one sida will develop the resources of the:
waters around us for the future benefik and prograss of
mankind, but, on the other side, will see to it that az we:
uge the occans we do not abuse. the cceans..

HORE:
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That is why our program in the Envirormmental
Councll is one that will sea to it that, whether .it relates
to the drilling for oil, or the dumning from ships and boats
as they are in harbors and passing along the coastline,.
that these kinds of activities will be carried on in
such a way that they do not pollute the wakers so that
thay cannot ke enjoved by our children in tha years anead.

what I am simply saying to this zudience here
in this beautiful area of the United States is this:
Wa are very fortunate to live in the richeat countzy in
the world. e must remember, howsver, that with all of
our wealth unless we are caraful about how wa develop.
ik in the future we can spoil tiils country for oux
children. e are not going to let that happen. That is
scmathing that is bigger than whether we ace Demgeorats
or Republicans. That involves the future of oar children
and¢ tha future of America.

That is why this installatlion, under the
leadership of a great university, will cantribute to the
development of a better America, the develcopmenic of oux
resources, and, at the same time, develop those rasources
without destraying the beauty of this land in vhich we.
are so fortunate to liva..

{ would not want this oppoxrtunity to pass, having
touched on that subject, without also speaking to yoa.
briefly about my reactions to tha base that I have just.
visited where aur Air Forca Cne plane landed. I saw a
number of servicemen thera. “haey wers from all over the:
country. As a matter of fact, I s= owme Roy who had:
come from a town, Huntington Eeach, thak was only ten
miles from whers I was bcrn.

when I was in the Hedizerramssmn, I visited rhe
5th Fleet. I saw thousands of voang Exmricans there. I
also know the deep concern that evexry Smarican has for a
policy that will bring peace in the world. Just let m2
say that when X announccd last pight a mew peace iniziative
for bringing tha war in Vietnam to 2 close, a peace
initiakive which incladed, as vou kaaw, & cease fire,
a peace confersnce for all off Indochina, action on the
prisoner of war issues, the. total withdrawal of all forcesa
an a mutual basis,

T can tell you that it would gt have: bheen.
possible to have made that offex vnless it head bhesn for
the fact that hundreds of thocusands -— yes, over: 2
million -- young Awmexicans, in a very difficult war,
ingtead of deserting thaoir country decided to sexve
their cocuntry.

T can tell you that I am vezy proud of the men
wha zerve in our Armed Forces. They are really peace
forces -- the peace forces in the Mediterranean, in
Korea, and in other far flung areas across the world,.
and in Viatnam.

wa can be proud of the fact that as was tne
case in World war I, in torld $ar II, and in Korea, the.
nited states iz not fighting there to dominate any
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other country, ta gain any territory, hut we are fighting
only for the rignt of anather peonle to hava independence
and freedom from foreign domination. WNe can be proud of
that kind of a policy and proud that America sroduces.
still young men who will do their duty so that their
childraen can grow up in a world not only of peace but:
alsa of freedom. '

I have read some comments to the affect. thab ' |
thig war was one that was so unpopular, as all wara, of
coursg, are unpopular for various reasons and dJdifferent:
teasons, that our best young men have gonte to Canada..

I disagree. I say our best young meon have cona
to Vietnam and sexved.. '

I pladge to you that wa shall continue to
develop policies that will end this war, butr end it in a
way that we can have a just peaca..

Lat me just tell you what I mean hy that. %Yhen
I became President just 20 months aqo, it would have heen
very easy to end. the war. aAfter all, I was President of thae
United States, Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces. T
could have ended the war, brought the boys home, and every-
hody would have certainly had a sigh of relief. Bmut, youw
kaow, ending wars does nok necessarily bulld the pesce..
We have ended three wars in this century. %e ended:
World War I. We endsd ¥orld ¢ar IT. %e ended Zoopa..
And yet no generation of Americans in this century has
enjoyed. a full generation of peace..

Yhat we mougt do ig to end a war in a way khat
sexrvas the peace, that builds the peace, trat discoorages
aggression, and that is what we are doing in ¥Viatwnwm amd
we are going to accomplisi it.

Sa I would say to this wondsrful andiomere im:
conclusion I am vary proud tg be here in Georgia ta
participate lr these ceremenies that will begiam a very

xeiting, new project which will develop thae watees around
us for our children and their children io the years ahead.

U also can assura you that, as the President of
the United Statea, I shall continua to work with all the:
power at my command and. with all the ability that I have
for those policies that will bring what we have not had
in this century, a gereration of peace for all Americans..

Thank vyou.

END (AT 2:25 P4 EDT)
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