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IINGTOS - FOLLOWIIy3 IS THE Ti3A.JSCkIPT OF S&iEFArtY 

E UlILLIM Po ROGERS :JEWS CONFkHCNCE OIU OCTOdrk 91  

E T A R Y  ROOERS: I WOULD LIKL TO JUST SAY A F i V  WOIWS rdrF0nc 

QUESTIONS AaOUT THL fHES1DENT"S ? iACh INITIATIVLc 

T, AS YOU KNOWI THE A O L I ~ I 3 T H A T f O I  IS VEhY ?LEAAD AoOJT 

'ONSE TO THE INITIATIVE)  ESPECIALLY THE RESZOtGb It4 ThIS 

' p  WHICH IS UNIIQRFILY FAVORAdL6- IT IS di-PMTISAi% I. .Y 

AND IT CLEARLY SHOWS THAT ALL SEJ&iENTS 02 TH15 POPllLArIOi4 I S  

TS OF T H E  POLITICAL SPECTRUM SUPPORT THE misuc;Jr s 
IVEO AND WE T H I N K  THAT IS' PARTICULAiLY 1,~~POttTAdT t 3 r C A U d  

IK THE ENERY HAS, OVER THE YEARS, RLLIED Od THL 3iViaiOl\(~ 

OIVV SOCIETY I d  THE HOP& THAT FHAr DIVISIOIJ  COULD CWUaf 

OSE OUR RESOLVE I N  CARRYlNQ OUT OM foLIcIbSa 

WE HOPE THAT aECAUSE OF THE SUPPOiiT THAT T H i  Hir.5Iilc:JT kiAd 

D FOR HIS INITIATIVE HERL AT HOOL THAT TH& L.IYraY u ~ L L  
L Y  CONSIQLR THE PROPOSALS, THOUJHTFULLY CONSXOE~ Thin  

;E A SERIOUS RESPONSCE 

AS FAR AS I &q CONCERNED* I WOUL3 LIKE TO SAY THAT € k T ~ f i  

IL RESPOSSE TO THE PRESIDLNT'S  IdITIATIVL HAS i*iOaT 

I G X W O  ALL OF THE Y A T I O N S  13 THE M E A  HAVE PUdLlCLY 

ED FAVORAELLYV SUaOiSTED THAT THE B F H U  3I3i  SHOULS S,dlQJ&Y 

R THE PROPOSALS A N ?  COkk dACh MITH A THOJUHTFUL KcSZO~USL,  

Y THE NATIONS I N  THE ARLA, dUT THE NATIOAS AROU"i3 THC w&&O 

N AMERICA ANJ AFRICA,  THE N O ~ A L I G ~ I D D  AATIO~VS, 

ILY HOST OF THE EUROPEAN XATIONS- AdD Nh A i l & ,  Flicr(ciDltr, 
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VIA IHNGTON"~ FOl.1..0WINJ IS THE UA.'~::icnln OF ::ir;cnI£TAt(Y 

OF Sf fE IV III I Al'I Po ROGERS" :JEWS CONFi.Ri:NC£ Ol~ OCToa;:;", 9& 

ET ARY ROSERSI 1 WOULD I.I)(£' TO JUST SAY A ;;:;111 wORD .. d,;OItA 

QUESTIONS AaOUT THi PHESIDE~T'S PlACe. INITIATIVe.. 

KNOW, THE Au~INlSTRATION IS VERY PLEA~;:;D AoO~T 

PONSE TO THE INITIATIVE. ESPECIALI.Y THE R£S"O.~';;;:; li'l Tkl::i 

COUNT Y, WHICH IS UNIF'OR~I.Y FAVORA6LE. IT IS dl~PAt(t1::iA,~ I ,~ 

• AND IT CLEARI.Y SHOWS THAT AI.L SEIl~ENTS OF THI!. POPULAUO,~ 1,~ 

POLIT ICAl SPECTRUi4 SUPPORT THE Pri;;',:HI>C;.~r' 5 
.. 

IVEo AND WE THINK THAT IS PARTlCUlAiiI.Y I"II"OI'ltAI~T ae.CAU~f, 

ENEMY HAS. OVER THE YEARS. REI.IED O.~ THi D IV 10:> 10 i'l;; 

o.~ SOCIETY l~ THE HOPI. THAT THAT OIVlSlO~ wOULD CAU.::ie. 

.OSE OUR RESOLVE IN CARRYING OUT OUK POI.ICh.S. 
,. . 

wE HOPE THAT aECAUSlI: OF THE. SUPPORT THAT THi I'RI!..::iIuA:ll' IiA.:i 
.. 

o FOR HIS l~lTIATIVE HER~ AT HOfti. THAT THlt. ENe.~Y .ILL 

L Y CONSIDtR THE PROPOSALS. THOU.3HTFUI.I. Y CON.iiIOij( nit':,'I, 

KE A SERIOUS RESPONSE. 

NOw, AS F~ AS 1 AJ.~ CONCERNEO~ I WOUI.O I.Ui. TO l:iA't THAt lidl:.ri e 

L RESPO~SE TO THE PRESIDE.ST 'S 11~lTlATlVi. HA.ii iie.~,'J ",o~r 

G!~Go ALL OF THE ~ATIONS l~ TH£ AREA HAVE PUdllC~Y 

RESPON ED FAVORABl. Y, SUGGLSHO THAT THe: OTHIiJ! SIDI£ ::iHOULD ;;"tno".jp 

CONSLDR THE PROPOSALS AND COh 6AC;( l1IUH A THOIJ ... tlHUl. 1'It.;;fONSr.., 

NOT ON Y THE NATIONS IN THE ARr.A. dUT THZ NATlO.'lS AROU.~j) THe: wO,,1.1) 
. . 

AiR I CA. THE. NO~~ALIG.~i:D NATIOI~::i" 

CERTA! lY MOST OF THE EUROPEAN NATIONS" AND till. AilC;9 Tlil:.r(l:.iOrl.:. ,) 

! 
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ENCOUR GED BY THE FACT THAT 111£ THINK. THI\, INH.RNAT 10NAl. 1(t .. :;;rO.~Sc. 

ITSEIJ WILL COeJTRIBIJrE TO THE POSSltiIl.lTY THAT THf. il~l:."I'l ~ll.b 

SERlOlJ Y CONSIDEH TKE ?/U:SWli:NT S INITIATIVE. 

A:-JD I WOULD L.! KE. ALSO. TO SA" THAT THi PRE:>IDJ::,~T 1)0';:;; ,~OI 
, 

.' ' 

CONSlD 'R TH IS PROPOSAL, AS A PROPOSAl. THAT 1 .. TO eli. UTHi" ACC~i'h.f 
OR REJ CTEDQ iIIE UNDERSTOOD THAT THE KNEEJi.f(J{ i'l£ACTlO,~ wOu\.D dc. I 

WHAT I WAS. WE WOUL.D HOPE THAT IT wOU1.D PROV 1£1,; A FOU.~uAIlOI~ 

Ii NE30T lATIONS COULD BEGl:-l. 
-

FACT OF THE MATTER IS THAT n HAVE Ni:VER HAD EViWi ::.lNCE 
, ' 

OT lATIONS STARTED IN PARIS ANY NEaOTIATlO.~S l.~ THI:. Rc.Al. 

SENSE F THE WORD. WE HAVE NEVER EXCHANGED IDi.ASo *c. HAVe. 
~ ~ ... 

EXCHAN ED POINTS OF VIErI; SPEECHES, dUT N£VJ::R HAD M ilo.~Ii.;sr 
· , . 

EXCHAN E OF VIEwS ASOUT HOw TO S!l.rTl.E THIS CONfl.lCTo 

THE PRESIDENT'S PEACE INITIATIVE PROVIOIi.:;; ~UCH A FOUNOAIIONQ 
· . .. 

AND f F T HE aT HER SID E I SINTER ESTED IN P t:ACL, WIi. Aitl:. .;iA fl i:iF h,D 

· THAT W COULD FINO A PEACiFUL SETTl.E~£NT THAT wOULD d~ fAIn TO 

HE PRESIDE~T SAID ~" aECAUSE TH~ TRA~lC rlAR IN NIGERIA 

\liE HAVE AT LUST fOR TH~ ,.OdNT A C£AS';-Fll(£ 

MIDDlE EAST ~,C' IF A CEASE~fIRE COULD 8£ ACHI£VIi.D ll~ 11'JJu' , 

IT WOUL.D 6E THE FIRST TI,"ii SINCE 1II0nl.O iIIAiC U THAT THe.i(E H~':; 
, . 

BEEN COMBAT IN THE WORLD. ANO Wc. HAV~ A F£il.I~J THi 

TIME 
" 

E A FEELING THAT THE liOR1.D CO~,'iU,Un iH.'~A.iDS THAT P~Oi'l.C; 

ACT S NSIBl. Y AND FACE UP TO THE FACt THAT wAR IT i:iELf IS 1~01 

A VIP. LE f'OL.leY IN ANY AREA OF THi WOR!.u. 

AN SO WE ARE VERY HOPEFUL. THAT THE CEAS~~FIR£ PiCOPO~AL 

WILL E ACCEPTED, WILL. fOR~ A BASIS FOR DlSCU&SlONS wHICH 

w 1L.L. EAD 'r 0 A POL IT I CAL SETTI.E.~ENT, AND. HOP~;F UL.1. Y, PEACIi. 

IN IN OCH INAo 

!'iR HWHTOwER? 
. , 

Q MR, SECRETARY. DOES ,Hi UNlfED STATE'; GOVl:.nN.~i..n HAIIl:. 

ANY I DICATlON FROM THE CO~ii~UNIST Sli>1i. OF ANY KIND THAT IT riA::> 

INTER srED IN PROPOSAl.S OF THIS SORT; .OR DO YOU HAVE. A,~V O!iii.R 
.. ' 

BASIS ON wHICH TO ASSESS NOili WHAT THUR U)NdEk riPdG.:i,~e.:ACTH);~ 

ji 
.[ 

'i L 
I: 
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A MRo HIGHTOwER. irE HAVE NO REASON ,"- dASED O.~ CONVM~ATIO."S 

WITH T E OTHER SIDE. OR WITH ANY OF THOSE ALIJN£i> wITH THa:~1 ,'" 

K THAT THEY WILL ACCEPT THIS PEACE INITIATIV~o 

ON HE OTHER HAND. THERE ARE ELki'li::NTS fN THIi. SIT \JATIOi~ 
. ." . 

WHICH UGGEST THAT IT MIGHT SE POS~IBL£ THAT TH£Y wOULD d~ 

ATTRA ED TO THIS PEACE PROPOSALQ Li:T I'll:: SAY THAT Oi~a: OF TH:; 

THINGS THAT THE OTHER SIDE HAS 
... 

Q.AlfilE ALL ALONG WAS THAT IIIE NEViR AGRUD TO THAi; PiUNCIPU 

LEn: WIT HDRAIrlAL. 

LEn: W lTHDRAWAL tHAT IT wOULD BE A Vi.RV 
., 

CT IVE srEP FORwARilo 

NOW THE PRESIDE~ AGREED TO THAT PRINCIPLE ~~ AGriiiD TO TH£ 

PRINCl LE OF COMPLETE WITHDRAWAL FRO~ ALL OF I~DOCHINA, A~ 

IT 15 PART OF A GE~ERAL AGRE~~E~T Sli.TTLING THIi. CONFLICTo 

AINL Y, THE FACT THAT THE illEtNA;~lZAT iON PROI3RA;'Ij HAo;; . . . 
ED SO WELL ., p ALMOST aEYOND OUR EXPi.CT ATIONS ~- .~ 

" THOUGH IT wOULD SUCCEED, aUT IT IS SUCCE.t::j)INI3 a£TTidf THAN lilt,; 
. . . 

EXPEct D, THE COMBAT ACT IV ITY IS DOWN TO A CONSIO&riAdLI:: ;.xr.e:;n, 
., 10; 

THE PRESIDENT SAID IN HIS SPU;CH, OUfc CAS\JALT.Ii,;S ARIi. 

N. SO WE ARE !'iAKI NG TH IS' PROrOSAL' FHOi'! A ~OSlT IOI~ lior 
OF WE KNESS BUT OF STRENaTH. Wi. ARE i~AKINIi THE PHOPOSAl. AT nils 

. . 
TI~E CAUSE ~E FEEL SURE THAT THE VIETN~~IZATIOH PROeHAft .ILL 

AND THAT lIIE WILl. HAVE MERIc'AN FORtiS OUT 0,· COftdflT 
. '. 

IN VIE'NAM BY MAY 1ST. 

aUT, AT THE SAME TIME, WE RECOGNIZE THAT ANY PROLO~Gll~13 

OF Tt! CONFLICT IS MOST UNDESIRAaLE A~D I'IOST HAkI~FUL TO TH£ 
, . 

wORLD COMMUNITY AND TO ALL OF THOSE INVOLVED • 
... , ·0 

AND W WOULD LIKE TO SEE THE WAR END NOT ONLY FOR 01Jil Miii<lCA;i 
. . . 

FORCE sur FOR THE VIETNMESE FORCES A';; WELLe AND. FOR TriA! 

REASO • ~E THINK THERE IS SONE POSSISILITY THAT THE 01«£R ~IOi 
. . 

WILL ATTRACTED TO THIS OFiERa NE JO NOT EXPECT THAT TH~Y 
. , 

VI ll.L CCEPT IT PUBLICLY. CERTAINLY ~OT ILtl,~EDIAra:I.YQ ali! !rill: . . , 
WOULD HOPE THAT l'HERE VI Il.1. BE j) lSCUSSION:>. IIIH lCH Ii HO?~ CAN 

8E CO !N PRIVATE Mll) POSSISLY L£AD TO A PJ::ACr.:jl'iJI. 

. SEnL.i~E~rr 

I 
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Q MR SECRETAR'(, DID ,(OU l'iENTIO:-l ,JUST NOW THAT ON !lAY 1ST 

U.S. GROUND FORCEo NOT TO ~NGAG& IN CO~BAt 

A NOo 1 SAID THAT I tH INK THAT dY UY 1ST, A~ THi 

NT SAID, HE IS GOING TO ~= 4ETWEEN NOW AND ~AY lSr ~~ 

W ABOUT ANOTHER 95,000 TROOP!; iROi'! ~UTH VIET-j~"'~o 

BY TH TIME, 1I0ST OF OUR FORCES IIIL.L. BE OUT or THe: CO.'II:1AT /(OL.'; . .' :. 

~AyaE OIiE IN THE COMBAT ROL.E, BUT BY AND L.ARa&; THEY WIL.L a~ OuT 

OF THE COMBAT ROL.E BY THAT TIIlt:. AND riHAT, ~ SAID wAS THAT a&CAU~'; 
OUR C SUALTIES HAVE BEEN REDUC£D, AND BECAUSE w~ EX~ECT THiY 

. '. . .. 
WILL REDUCED FURTHER AS THE REDUCTIONS OCCUR, THAT THI~ 

, " 

PROPO AL IS NOT DESIGNED JUST TO SAVt ~~riICAN 
. " 

IT IS DESIGNED TO SAVE THE L.IVES OF TH£ VIETN~4Si 

AS WE • 
t. • 

Q HAD YOU INTENDED TO SET A T U;'; ON THAT? 
, " 

A WELL, THE PRESIDENT HAS ALWAYS SAID THAT HE WOULD 
, . 

ill ITHD AW THOSE TROOPS BY NAY 1ST. 

Q I MEANT THE END TO THE COitaAT flY UY 1ST? 

A NO. wE SAID, AT THE T II*E" THE PRt.SlDlz;.NT I'IAJ)I:"; THI: ANNOU.~C&;~ 

ME NT I~O,OOO, THAT WE EXPECTED THAT AhERICAN iOHCt:~ wOuLD . 
BE L.A GELY OUT OF THE COMBAT ROL.E BY ,~AY 1ST. 

IIIR. HENSLEY. 
. . . ~ 

Q MR. SECRETARY, THIS IS NOT ON VIET~NAW. TwO '£LKo AGO p . . 
NT AGON SAID THAT THERE HAil SUN DETECTED wHAT .HIiHT ali. 

'. 
THE B GINNING OF A RUSSIAN SU~~AkINE BASE IN CUDA. CONSIO£RAaLi 

WAS III DE OF THIS EL.SEWHERE IN TOIllN THi. SMi DAY. AI~D NOIrl THi 
, ' , 

SUBJE SEEMS TO HAVE DIED. wHAT I WOULD LUi. TO ASK YOU lo~ 
",. . 

ONE, 0 YOU HAVE ANY aETTER I~FOR~ATION A~ TO wHAT THl~ IS THi.Ri~ 
. . ~ 

AND H VE YOU UNDERTAKEN A~Y DIPLO~ATIC srtPs TO TRY TO fIND OUT 
. . ' .. 

WHETM R IT IS A RUSSIAN aASE, A~D wHETHER THE RU~SIA~S wILL 

PULL. TOUT? 
, , 

A lIIR. HENSLEY, SINCE THE STATE~ENt FRO~ TH~ 

PENTA ON AND SUaSEQUENT BACKGROUND BRIEfING IN THE 

WHITE HOUSE. THERE HAVE BEEN jO SI~NlrICANT CHANGi~ I~ TH£ 

SIT UA ION IN CUBAo WHEN I OISCUSS SO.~E OF OUR CO~ji'lO.~ PkOdL£ .. iS 

IItrH ME SOVIET UNION IN NEW YORK WITH TK:: FOREIG:-l ,'jINlST£H 

\i 

" " Ii 
I. 
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NEXT w EK, I wltl.. RAISE tHE SUdJECTo AT THlS TlI'il:.. !HAVIi: NO 

F'URTHE STATE,'lENT IO ,~AKE O~ THE i4ATTEfto 

Qo MR., SECHEtAR'!' y ONE OF THE REASONS IT 1$ EV IDEi'll whY THI'.: 
, 

CEASE' IRE PROPO:;;AI. HAS e.Er:;~ SO wIDU.Y wl:.I.COM.O dY "ANY fli:Ofl.i. O'~ 

K AND DOVE SlOt: Hi. IN FACT f THAT THe.Y AR£ Rl:.AlJlllill 
, . 

NT THINGS,INTO IT AS THE. AIMHW:'TRATION'S INTi£Rf'rlEIAUO,~) 
, ; 

OF THE PROPONENTS OF A CEASi.~flRi.. IT ,'lEANS ACKNOIliI.EOijllo";:'I,~T 
I 

OF' THE EXIST ING TERRItORIAl. CONTROL THAT' THE COili.~U,~lST :)ID£ HObed 

TO OTHERS IT EVID£NTLY l'iEANS FRi.Ii:ZIN~ H PLACi THll1 

EXIST NG GOVERNIlEl'lT HEADED SY PRESID£NT THU.U. flHAT 1;;; THE 
.' . 

ADMIN STRATION'S INTERPRErATlON OF wHAT THi POLITICAL U,P1.ICATlO;j 
I 

I 

IS OF A ST ANDSTIl.L. CEASE' FIRE1 

A, THE PRESIDENT" S 5r AT El'l EI'IT POINTED- OUT THAT IF Ttlli: CIloA';;;L' F ~RE 
PROPO' Al.. WAS ACCEPUD THAT 'ACTIVE: NEGOTIATIONS WOULD I:li. Ui~JLn£Al(41~" 
HAVE 0 BE UNDERTAKEN. TO OETER~'INi: THE i'IOOAlITIEl;I OF THAT ! 

T HE POI. IT 1 CAL CONSEQU£NCE.I:; OF THAT .0 Ul.i) dE D,t;T £nld ,~E.:J 
, . 

BY 'fH PROVISIONS OF THE CEASE~FIRE ITSELFc 

WE HAVE ,~AOE A VERY CAREFUJ., STUDY Of !liHAT illl3HT KAPPE,~ IF TH~~E. 
". 

WAS A CEASE>FIRE STANI.lSTIl.l., CEASE."FIRt. IN PLAC!:, AND we; HAV,t; 
· . 

CONDU ED THAT STUDY OVER A LONIl PERIOD OF TI,~L. 

NO t A 'tEAR AGO WE THOUi3HT IT wOUl.D dE II~PRACT I CAL TO f'ROfO .. " 
. , 

A CEA '- FIRE IN PLACE. aUT. AS A RESULT OF THE ~TUD IES TIM! III):; 
· .; . 

HAVE ADE. AI'ID AS A RESUI.T OF THE CHANGE IN TK£ ~ILITARY 

SlIUA 10N 9 wE ARE QUITE CONVINCEJ THAT H 1:; f'KACTlCAL .~Ow TO 

INOR K ill A CEASE" FIRE 1 N P1.ACE. 

NO '. THE CEASE-F'lRE IN PLACE WOULD .~or IN AND OF lTS.I1.l..f 

BE EX, ECTED TO HAVE POI.ITICAI. CONSEQUENCES. THE POLITICAl. 
, ' 

UENCES WOULD RESULT FROi~ THE ,~t.:GOUATlOtfS THAT IIOlll.D OGCUi( .. 
N THE TWO SIDES IN SOUTH VIET-NMI <\NO THAT. Of COUI~.s~, 

V IDEO IN TilE PRESlI)ENT S PROPOSAi.o SO IIIlI. WOU1.!) EXPLCI THAt 

THErtE WOULD BE NE30TlATlONS OF A POLITICAl.., NATURi. 1 ... WHICH wI:: 
• 

iilll.t. 'lIKE PART IF IT SEEI~S OESIRA8!.E. OR THE NE60TlAUONti COli!,)) 
, 

TAKE L.ACE aETWEEN THE PARTIES IN SOUTH VlET-i'iM. IN ANt i.\I£,~J, 

WE DO~i TH!I'IK OF IHE CEASI;orIRE. AS A PftO\lISro.~ WHICH WH.1.o 1.'. 

AND 0 ITSELF HAVE ANY paLr!~~A~ CONEiGU!~CaS 

(r' t· 
'. ~ '_,n~ 
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Qo ~R0 SECRETARY~ THE PRESIDENT AND OTH£K TOP OFFICIALS HAVE 

OFfEN SAID THAT SERIOUS DIPLOMACY SHOULD oi. CONOUC!£1l S'::C/1jj.!'I.Y 
, ' 

AND I. PRIVATE. IN VIEW OF THAT~ WHY wASN'T THIS PnOPOSAL PROPO~£D 

TO TH, CO~MUNISTS IN PARIS !~ PRIVATc:1 

A wELL.! THO'I{ THERE ARE 6REAT ADVANTAGES TO QUliT 
~ ~ . 

: DIPl.O~ ACYl Bur IN nHS CASE" ~ECAUSI:. OF THE ,'iATURi 0Ji' THE 

: 

CXlNFl. cr AND BECAUSE THERE HAS aEE;~ 0 IV ISIOI~ IN OUR OWi~ COUI'l!'rtl1'. 

AND B CAUSE THERE HAS BEEN SO~~ OPPOSITIO~ IN THE INTEri~ATIO~Ab 
. 

COttli~U lTY TO SOME or THE ACTIONS OF OUR GOVEIUME:-iT IN THE PAST, 
, . 

WE TH UGHT It WAS DESIRAoLE FOR THE PRiSIDENT TO ~AKjj. A 

MAJOR STATEMENt ON IT WHICH WOUL.D aE SO FORTHCOUNIi THAT U; 
.. ,; . 

WOUL.D BE WIDELY ACC£PTED e NOT ONLY BY A~ERICANS BUT OY PEn~O~S ALL 

OVER 1 HE wORl.Do AND THAT IS WHAT HAPPENEDo ,Wi. TH I'~K IHAT 
, , 

FACT ILL CAUSE THE OTHER SIDE TO THINK TWICi ~EFOR£ THl;'t( itc;JiCT IT" 

Q" 14R, SECRETARY. COUI.D YOU EXj>l,AIN WHETHER OR NOT SUCt! 

OPPOS TE FORCES AS THE VIET CONGo THE PATHEr LAO IN LAO::; A;W 

SIHAN UK'S PEOPI.E. REPRESENT VlG PARr OF CAl~aoOIAf THE CONhSTED 
, ., 

PART >' WOl/l.D ALSO BE PR£SE~T AT AN EXPANDED PEACE CONFi:Ri:NCE? 

A" WE HAVEN'T ATTEMPTED TO ,~AKE ANY STAT Ell Ii. NT Aoour .HO 
, . ;. 

MIGHT ATTEND AN INDOCHINA PEAC~ CONfERENCE dtCAUSE w~ THINK 

IT IS PREl'l AT UREc WE 00 FEEL THAT THE PRI NCiPAL PARTIE';; ARE 

THE G VERN~ENTS NOW IN POWER ANu THOSE WHO ANi OPPOSED TO THE~ 

ON IH BATTl.EFIELD. 

AS FAR AS SIHANOUK IS CONCERN£D, Hi'.. DOESN T iNTf:R Tlil. 
, ' . 

PIcrU E. I THINK. HERE, THE FORCES IN CAi'i80DIA FACINa THr:, 

PRESE'~ GOVF.RNo'IENT OF' CMlaODlA ARE. NORTH VIETNMES£. 
, • ,.! 

Q" MH, SECRETARY. A 8ROADER QUESTION" PARTLY a£CAtJ~i. Of 

THE it] D EAST TRUCE VIOI-AnONS, SO.~E PEOnE HAVi. RAlSIl:D tH£ 
" 

QUEST ON IF THE E3Y.PT!ANS HAVE. APPAkENTLY ,WUH :)OVlli:T 
,- , 

mOPE AT ION. CHEATED ON SUCH Ai'f li'lPORTA;~T AGRU. ... I:.NT v WHAT 

POINT IS THERE THEN IN GOING AHEAD wITH OiH~ ~ROADjl;R AGrlh.'ji.-Jf..;,: 
, , 

WITH HE SOVIETS IF WE HAVE NO fAITH IN THEIR wORD? wHAT lS 
" , 

YOUR 'lEW? IS THERE ANi:' POINT TO -'i(HNG MI£AD AS I.,O,'l..l AS 

NEGOiATlONS ARE TAU/TED Ill( THIS? 

NEGOT ,AT I'INS 

I 

r 
~------~--------------------------------------------------~--~~~'I-



L 

" 

i 
i I 

NO POL. CY.. ! HAVE AL.wAYS R£COJNIZEO THE POSSIBll.ln' 0; 

V 10l.A! ONS Of AGREEi'iENTSo AND W!l: HAVE NEVER i.NTERW INTO 

AGREEM ,NTS ON THE 6ASISOF aOOD FAITH AL.ONEo .~ HAVE ALWAYS 

PROV 10;D FOR VEJUflCAHON PROCEi)URESo THAT IS \liHY IN THE 
, . 

g, Aol..;' , 1 M.KS ONE OF THE PRINqPAI. ITEMS FOR CONSlut;RAT IO,~ !.:; 

THE VE .flCAttONo 

AS Aft AS THE SOVIET UNION IS CONCERNED~ III~ ARt. 
, . 

INTEO " DISAPPOINTED NOT O:iL.V 11'1 THE I'IISSll..E SIT£';; 11'1 . 
THE 50 KILOIU:TER ZONE, WHICK !'lUST HAVE aUN D£.PI.OYEO wnH. If 

" ' 

~T TH ACTIVE PARTICIPATION~ CERtAINL.Y wITH TH~ KNOwI.ED~~ 
, " 

SENT OF THE SOVIET UNION. IliS ARS OISAPPOII~ni) IN Iii;: 

RHETORIC THAT THEY ARE USING. RHETORIC ~HXCH IS IfllJilNX.iCi.Nl 

WAR DAYS o VERY STRIDSNT, 11'1 TONE. 
I ' •. 

BlII', HAVING SAID THOSE THINGS s liE i)ON T COlfCl.,UDIi THAT THE. A,~3i11,,"i1 i 

"\ ' • I 

IS! '" ONT TRY TO GET AL.ONG wITH THE SOVUT UNIO~.·· WE Alili: ... 01''''4 
. " ~ ~ 

TO CO !NUE TO NEGOT IATEo WIi: ARE liOlNIi TO CO:a lliUii: TO ~iGOr IAn. 
" 

ICALLY AND 11'1 FUL.L REALIZATION THAT TH£RE WAY o£ 
. ' 

AGREE[tl£NTSo WE ARE GOING TO PROVID'; V':rilflCAHON 

wE ARE NOT AT A DI~ADVAtn'AGc. IF 
, , 

VIOL.A IONS OCCUR. 
" , . 

Q. MRo SECRET AR Y, 'II ITH THAT PR I NClf'l.!l: OF IJ i.R IFlCAllO(oj IN 
, . 

lHND. WOULD YOU TEl.1. US WHAT IT IS tHE U. S. IS TffHN3 TO G£T l,~ • 
. 

THE B RLIN NEGOTIATIONS, AND HO~ wOUl.D THEY ~E V£RIFIED IN IH'; 

SENSE YOU HAVE JUST EXPL.AINED? 
.. ' ~ 

A, WEL.L, IN THE BERL.IN NEGOTIATIONS 1 OOtf"! dEl.li£V£ 

\IE HA E A VERY SERIOUS PROB).EL'I Of VF.filfICATlONo IrHAT Wll. AR~ TflYt\~(.l 

TO DO IS TO EL.!lHNATE THOSE EL.EMENTS OF THE SlTUAno.~ wHICH 
"" 

atEAT VERY SERIOUS TENSION IN THE AREA. AND I M SPEAKING A;;IO'Jl , 
., • .,. i 

!t"lPED MENlS TO rRANSPORTATION~ COI'IMUN!CATIONS. TRAVEL. AND IXi ",Pi"': 
. ., . -

NO'. If THE SOVIET UNION IS INTER:iSTEll IN REDUCING T£NSIONll 
" . : 

IN Ell OPE e< AND CERTAINLY Si!:RI.IN IS ;~ ,;OOD PLACE TO :>'FART . 
.. 

WE Sll utD KNOW ABOUT rr FAIR!. '( SOONo SO FAR' WE HAVE c~Ii.N TAX! 'k· 

OOUND NGS IN THE FOUR POWER TALKS. aUT WE HAVEN't UNUl., THE; 

I.ASf EET INC! OR so aOHEN DOWN TO THfi. SERIOllS QUESHON:'L 



" 

, 
, 

I 

IF THE MAKE ONE. OR NOT. 
, 

Qo aur YOU MENTIONED S.Aol..T. AS tiEING SELF~i:NFOj(CINI3. 

1 BEI.1 VEe 

Ao OH. NO. JUST THE OPPOSITE. 1 SAID ONE OF THi Q~~TION~ 

IS VER nCATION. ONE OF THE IMPORTANT QUESTIONS IN SoAol.vTo 

IS HOW DO YOU VERIFY AN AGREEi'lENT1, 

Q" WELL. IN THE BERl.IN CASE. THE PROaLEi~ FOR 25 'tEAkS HA~ 
.. . . 

ALWAYS BEEN. FROM THE AMERICAN STANDPOINT, HOW TO ftAKE THE 
" . 

RUSSIA S LIVE UP TO ANY OF THESE TRANSIT AGRt;i.I~£NTSo wHAT NEw 
" 

", ., 

.. , .. t-.~ I III 

ELEIIIE S DOES THE UNITED ST AT£S HAVE, IF ANY', TO ~EE. THAt Hi ANY 
'. 

SUBSEQ ENT AGREEMENT WE CAN UKE TH£i~ LIVE UP TO IT IN THE HR"IS i 

Of CON IDERING WHAT HAS PASSED? 
.. .. 

Ao WE HAVEN"T GOTTEN TO THE POINT OF DECIDING 
. ... . 

WHETHE THEY ARE EVEN GOING TO i~AKE AN AGRIi:EtIIENT THAT REuUC':;S 

THOSE ENSIONSo IF WE GET TO THAT POINT, WE CERTAINLY wILl. 

ENI'"ORCEMEN! PROCEDURES WHICH Wi THINK ARt: ADEQUAILo 
, , -

1 DON BELIEVE IT WILL ClE DIFFICULT. 1 THINK wi CA~ PROVID~ 

WE FUl.L Y INTEND TO. 
. 

Q R. SECRETARY. THE SOV!£! !30Vt.RNI'IENT HAS fl.ATLY Dt;NIEu 
.. 

THAT RUSSIAN~MANNED MISSILES HAVE ~EEN aOViD INTO THi SU£Z 

CANAL CEASE~nRE ZONEo DO liE HAV1~ EV IDENOE THAT THil:Y HAVa; I~OVEIJ 

• 
THESE ISSILES IN tHERE? 

" ". . .. 
A ESp WE HAVE EVIDENCE THAT THtY HAVE ~OVED ftIS~lL~~ INo 

, ..... . 
AND THE EVIDENCE IS CONCLUSIVE THAT THEY HAV&; tIIOVED IUS::iII.£oi IN" 

WHEN I SAY ooTHE. ro I MEAN THERE HAVE a~EN SA~J SITES CONSTKUCr~D 
" . . .. 

HE DAY OF THE CEASE~rlRE. AND WE ARE CONVINCED. I THINK 
". . 

A DOUBT f l'HAT THE SOY lET PERSONNEl. ARC. rHERI£ TO ASS!ST J N 

NSTRUCTION AND MANNING OF THOSE SITES. 

IS INTERESTING TO NOHC£ THAT IN THE DISCUSSIONS 
'. 

THAT E HAVE HAD WITH OTHER GOVER:~IUNTS THE QUi.STlO.~ OF IIIHb;!HEri tH~riil: 
I 

HAVE -EN V WI.ATlONS AND WHETHER THE SOV lET UNI01~ HAS QUI'l INVOLVW 

.' 
VIOLATIONS HAS NEVER ARlSE~. ! THINK IT 1::i TAKEN FOR 

o THAT THAT IS THE CASEo .' AND WHEN I TALK TO MR" GRO.1'1KO 
. . . . 

I CAN GIVE H 1(IJ THE EV lDENCE OF Tm~ V IOI.Af ION:>, 

Q i'lRo SECRET AR!. SO,'1r: Of'" THE 1USS1A)I lJIPLOI'lAT5 !,~ WAS1H(~(HG:; 
" t·',.J 

, i' 



HAVING VIOLATED THE AGREEMENT THAT THEY W~R£ N&VER PARTY TO TH~ 

COUtO YOU GIVE US ANY: INDICATION AS TO JUST HOIl FliML.1f 

NR$ 00 RYNIN WAS PINNED DOWN ON THIS AGR£J::I'Ic.NT? DID HE EVUi 
" .. 

XNlTIA IT? OR DW YOU GET THE CL.EAR I.IND£R:;TANIlING THAT HE 

fICeE?T.D IT ON BEHAl.F OF THE SOVIET UNION'! 
~ . ~ 

A El.L v I DON'T -eH INK WE HAVE TO au uqo THAT AT THr.. '~Ol'li.Nr 
~ '. -, 

NOW THEY SAY THEY DION"! VIOl.ATE IT ANYWtffo so rr l:;N'T , 
A QUE ION OF WHETHER THEY WERE PARTY TO ITo THEY SAlD THERE 

, ... 
VIOl.ATIONS. aUT THERE WAS NO DOUoT ABOUT THE FACT THAT 

:! , ~ ~. 

AL.1. PA TIES AGREED THAT AFTER THE CEASE~FIRE·. THERE WOUI.D 8E 
.' '. , ~. 

NO IMP OVEMENT OF THE UI.ITARY SITUATION HI THE FIFTY·'KII.OillUER 
. " 

ZONE" AND THE L.ANGUAGE IS PERFECll. Y CI.EAR. I NOTICE :;o,'lE PRE::>S ! 

i . . . 
ACCOU S TO THE EFFECT THAT THE I.ANilUAGI:; IrIAS FUZZYo THAT IS .~OT ~HE 

• \' •. ! 

CASEo THE l.ANGUAGE SAYS. AS Cl~ARl.Y AS LA~GUAG£ CA~ dE STATED. 
. . 

ERE WILL BE NO CONSTRUCTION OF NEW ~ISSILE SIT~S IN THE 
•• 10' • 

FIFTY ILD.'I!ETER ZONE DURING A 90--DAY PERIOD. NOW, THE EVluENCE 
· . '. 

IS CON I.USIVE THAT THERE HAS aUN NEW CONSTRUCTION OF I'IISS11.£ 
, 

AND A NUMBER OF tHEM, OUR ING THE CEASE=i1R£ PER lOll. ! 
" ; 

SPENT OUR HOURS GOING OVER ALl. OF THE. PHOTOGRAPHS ,HSEI.F wITH 

THE TE HNICIANS AND I CAN TELL 
. . .. ". 

QUESTION ABOUT THE VIOLATIONSo 
" . 

Q Ro SECRETARY v WHAT NOV! ARE THE PROSPEPTS OF RECTIFYING 
· 'r 

THAT SITUATION, IN THE FIRST PLACE, AND SECONDl.Y. OF REVIVING THE". 

TALKS UNDER GUNNAR JARRING? 

A El.I., OF COURSE THE V IOLATIONS HAVE I'IADE IT ~ORE DIFFICULL 
. " 

SIT UAT ION. GOD KNOWS, IS COMPl.EX ENOUGH. IT HAS dti:EN 
" .. 

GOING N FOR TWENTY YEARS, AND IT IS GOING 10 8E DIFFICUbT TO 

BRING HE PARTIES TOGETHER. 
.' " 

ON HE OTHER HAND, THE FACT 15 THAT 60TH SIDES ,iQii ;)EEi~ TO 
, 

ING TO EXTEND THE CEASE~FIREFOR ANOTHER NINETY DAYS. 
- , ~ .. 

HE AJ.,SO ARE MANY INDICATIONS TO THE EFFECT THAT THE "AlH U:,,; 

WOULD IKE TO END THE CONFUCTc 
., 

OBVIOUSLY WAR 15 NOT A IIIA6LE POLICY., EVER,{OI~E SUFFEi1S, Ihi, 

ECONOl'1 Ie CONSEQUENCES ARE ... REln FOR All., PARr .!.ESo A,~D \IIlir~N 'tOIJ 

C',ONSID R THE PROSPECTS OF' FijRTHF.R WAR AN:) HOW IT ,HGiH CD,jf OUT 

I I 
) 
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A NO~P LICY. IT IS DESPERATION. 

ON THE OTHER HAND. IF AN AGRE£iu::-rr COULD a£ WOkK£J OLil'. 

SPECTS ARE QUITE BR IGHT FOR THE ARiA. THERE Ali&: PLE,'ITY 

URCES, THERE IS A GOOD DEAL OF i'iANPOWER AND GREAT A.Hl,H 

IN THE AREAo THERE IS UNl.li'l1TED OPPORTUNITY FOR £XPA''lSlO,~? 
• i 

SO THA AI.L PART IES COULD BENEFIT IF THEY COUI.D WORK our A SOl.llT IpN,. 

AND WE WOUl..D HOPE THAT THAT WlI.1. DAWN ON PEOPLE. WE IWOULD HOPi ;f'liAl 

ALTHO H THERE ARE ALI. KINDS OF fU;CRIi'i'lNATlONS, WE HAVE Al.l. KUIDS! Of 

S. THAT WE COU).D GET THE, NE30TlATIONS STARTED. ArID 1 
"." .. 

MYSELF BELIEVE THAT WE HAVE REASONABLY aoou PRO~PECTS TO GiT THE 

NEGOT 1 T IONS ST ARTED. 
. , 

THE E IS NO ALTERNATIVE, NO ONE HAS A POLICY ~XCEPT THATc 

WHAT'S THE ALTERNATIVE? I ASK AI.l. PARTIES. "'HOW DO YOU .. it: 

THE F URE? JUST KILLING EACH OTHER FOR THE NEXT TWENTY YEARS? 

IS T HA A POL 1 CY?'" 

SO 1 TH INK THERE IS A PROBABILlTY THAT WE CAN GET ~EGOT lAi lOI.~ 
, ' 

AND IN DISCUSSIONS THAT I HAVE NEXT w£I£K AND fHE .. ££1( ! 

AFTER HAT IN NEW YORK WITH THOSE CONCERNED ~,' 1 HOpe; THAT FOREIG!," 
, . 

R RIAD wILL BE THERE, AND POSSloLY THE FOREIGN ~lNl"T£H 
. . " . 

AN =~ I HOPE WE CAN GET NEGOTIATIONS STARTED. 

INK YOU SHOULD KEEP IN ~IIND THAT OUR PROPOSAL HAD TIliO 
• 

PARTS: ONE, A CEASEooFlRE WHICH HAS BEEN OdSERVED AND IS 11~ 

EFFECT, AND THE OTHER NEGOTIATIONSo AND IF WE CA~ ~£T 

NEGOTI HONS STARTED. '11£ CAN GET THE SITUATION dACl( ON THE 

TRACK, 

AI. 1 WOULD LIKE TO HAVE YOU KE~P IN tll~ THAT TwO 14AJOil 

BEEN OVERCO~E. FIRST~ ISRAi.1. USED TH~ WORD 
, 

AWA1.'" ~e THEY WOUL.D tiE WIl..I.ING TO WIT.HDRAW IN ACCORDANn: 

E SECURITY COUNCIl. RESOI.UTION. 

wHICH /lAS A MAJOR HURDLE~ BECAUSE IT HADN'T USED THAT WORD, 
. , 

ON nr' (1THER HANi>. EGYPT AGREED THAT ISRAEL HAD TH€. UGHT TO 

EXIST. RIGHT OF SOVEREIGNTY 8 INDEPENDENC£~ AND TERIUTCHi I AI. 
" ~. . 

INTEG lTYe AND THAT IS A MAJOR HURDI.E, I1ECAUSE THE AnA!;)S HAD 

NOT A REED TO l'ip,r 8U'ORE 
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IS A H PE~ -THOUGH IIIE HAVE TO LOOK AT IT Rl:Al.lST I CALLY .~ 

THERE TILL 15 II HOPE THAT THE PARTIES COULD Sf.TTLE THIS CO.~FLICT" 
· . 

Q R. SECRETARY" YOU MENTIONtD. RIADe Hiv THE OTHER DA'!!', ~A!D" 

IN DE lNG THE CHARGES THEY VIOl.AUD THE CEASEGF1RE. HE SAID iHE . 

UNUED STATES VlOl..AnO THE PEACE TREATY 6Y SUPPLYING l:::lRAEI. IIIHH 

ARMS. IS THERE A C1.AUSE IN THE CEASE'" FIRE' STANDSTILL AG~EEi'll:NT . . . 
TO PR UNITED STATES FROM SUPPLYING ARMS TO ISRAEL? 

A NO. THERE I1IAS NO PROVISION AT ALL IN THE CiASE~FIRE 

OR Sf NOST ILL AGREEI'lENT THAT WE 11I0ULO NOT PRO V IDE ARI'lS. AS A 
• 

MATTE OF FACT, WE HAVE PROPOSED SEyERAL Tl~£S THAT THERE BE 
• 

AN Aft S LliHTATION AGREEMENT IN THE AREA. AND THAT HAS ALWAYS 

BEEI'! EJECTED BY THE SOVIET UNION. 
· . 

SO THE UNIUD STATES NEVER AGREED NOT TO PROVIDE ARAS. 

IIIE DID SAY THAT I1IE 11I0ULO ACT' WlTH RE:iTRA'iNT OURIiW TH1;) PERIO~ 

AND wE 1. IVED UP TO THATAGRUI'IENT 0 W£ 010 
, " . 

NOT P OVIOE MORE ARMS THAN WE HAD PREVIOUSLY AGREED TO PROVIDE. 
.. . 

BUT I V lEW OF THE FACT THAT THE V IOLAT IONS OCCURRED AND 1l'l 

VIEW F THE FACT THAT THE SOV lET" UNION' HAS aiEN SUPPLYING IHLHA,y 
~ . . ~ 

EQUIP ENT TO THE UAR. OF COURSE I1IE ARE UNDER NO RESTRAINTS AT 
", ," ~ 

ALL I SOFAR AS PROVIDING ASSISTANCE TO IsaAEL. 
· .". .. .~ 

Q? MR. SECRETARY, YOU SET OUT ON SEVERAL POlriTS HEriE wHAT 
••.•. = 

APPE S TO BE A PATTERN OF SOVIET CONDUCT ~#. PARTICIPATION IN 
~ . .. 

THE V OLATIONS ON THE WEST BANK OF THE SUEZ. THE cuaA AFFAIHo ... 
I1IE KN W THAT THERE HAS BEEN AT LEAST O~£ ATTEI'4PT TO PRE-I::i'lPT 

THE A R CORR IOORS TO BERLIN AGAINo A~D SOU 'INTERF£REI~C£ IIIlTH III ItH 
., 

TRAFF' C Ol'! THE AUTOBAHNS 'ro BERLIN". 00 YOU SEE IN THIS A PAnER.~i 
\ .. ' c-

OF PE HAPS SOVIET MISCALCULATION,OF ~ERICAN INTENTIONS, ANO 
· .. . .' 

IF SO WHAT ARE 'lOU DOING AND WHAT DO YOU Pl'tOPOSE TO 00 Adour IT 1 
:', . 

A MRo TREWHITT f WE ARE NOT SURE wHAT IT MUNS. 1 THINK IT Ip 
"" .•... , 

TOO E RLY TO DETERMINE. CERTAINLY YOU CA~NOT. ~lT~£SS THE VIOLATIONS 
'. ' 

... ~. ". ' I 

OF TH STANDSTILL AGREEilENT WITHOUT HAVING VERY SERIOUS QuESTIONS 
i ..... 

Alusr ABOUT THEIR INTENTIONS. 

ON OF THE THINGS THAT wi; WILi. TALK TO THEl'i AdOU! IN THE MOi'Hhs , 

AHEAD IS THAT SUSJECT 0 . ,., 

IN TERM S OF 'CHE CUBAN BASE IS CONCERNED. WE ARE NOT SUHL 

· 1 Nor:D THAT HiTE,~E'Sr THAI THE SOVIETS fHWE: SAID THAT iH~~Y i·E1?h, 

!) '~. • 

i 
I 
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" NOT CONSTRUCT ING A SUSI'lARINE BASE IN CLiDA. "UT WE wILl. CONTINU£ ' 

TO WATCH THAT CAREFLD.I.Y. IT'S ONE OF' THOSE THINGS THAT WE CAN 

DETERMINE WITH CERTAINTY t AND WE WILL WATCH IT. 
, ' . 

IN FAR AS THE AIR CORRIDOR MATTER IS CONCEnNiil. OF COURSE 

THAT I SOMETHING THAT THEY HAVE DONE ~EFORE: THE SOVIET 

UNION Q.AIMED IT WAS AN ACT COMI'lITTio' dY A SU~ORDINATEO;F1CIAI. 
• r • • I 

WHO \II 5 NOT AUTHORIZED TO DO ITo WE ACCEPT THAT EXPLANATION WITH 
.,. '. -~ . 

· ~. '. .~ . 

IN ANY EVENT t WE HOPE THAT THIS IS NOT A SIGNAL ~~ THAT THES':. 

THING DO NOT SIGNAl. A CHANGE OF' POLICY ON t;ti, PART OF THi SOVU:~ 
UNION. WE ARE GOING TO CONTINUE TO tRY TO, NEGOTIATE THiSE MATTut$ 

'.. ;:.' 

WITH HEM, TO HAVE ACTIVE DISCU$SIONS WITH THt.~o BUT CUTAINl.Y 
" ... ;. '. . ... 

YOU REFER TO CAUSE US TO HAVE SOME ~ECOND 
.... " 

THOUG So 
, . • r 

Q MR. SECRETARY p YESTERDAY WHEN, THE SOUTH VIi:TNAM£SE GOV£k.~'" 

MENf SSUED THEIR STATEMENT ONT~E "IVE~P()lti:f PEACE PLAN, wHICH 
· . 

THEY UGGESTEO WAS Al.SO THEIR OWN PLAN, THEY TOOK PRESIDENT 
"' r. • ' ..... 

NIXOW S POINT FOUR ON A POLITICAl. SETTLEMENT. MAOE IT POINT FlVE 
· . . . . .~ .. 

AND C NSIDERABLY REWORDED IT, AND SPOKE SPECIFICAl.LY AdOU! ELECTtONSo 
, 

COLD.D YOU EXPLAIN THE DISPARITY. AND' COuLi>' YOU TELL US WHEtHER T~i 
UNITE STATES GOVERNMENT STANDS'·PREPARiD 'TO~ FIND A N£BOTIATED 

· .. . .. ~ 

POL. IT CAl. SETTLElIENT, RATHER THAN ONE THAT WOULD REQUIRE ELECT IO~S? 
I 

A 1 DON'T BELIEVE THERE IS A DISPARITY a£TW&EN THE TWO STAT~~E~TSo 
· . ..' 

THE P ESIDENT, IN HIS PROPOSAL, SET FORTH CERTAIN GENERAL 
: -. , ....... ~ 

PRINC PUS THAT WE THOUGHT SHOULD APPLY. THEY ARi NOT UICONSISTIi.~T 
.. .. . ~. '. 

W ITt! HE ST AUMENT THAT PRESIDENT THlEU XSSUiD. 
I '.. 

WE BELIEVE THAT THE POLITIC~ FUTURE OF SOUTH VIETeNAM ~KOU~D 
· . . . ~;" 

BE DE ERM INED BY THE PEOPLE IN SOUTH V IET-NAM. AND wE WOULD . , .. ~ .. . ., 
EX?E THAT PRESIDENT THIEU AND HIS GOVER~ENT IN THE DAYS AHEAD 

...• . , ,", 

SOME PROPOSALS AND HAVE SOKE DISCUSSION A~ur THAT 

· ' POL If CAL Fur URE. 
'. '" ,,", .. 

WE DON'T BELIEVE THAT THERE IS ANY DIFFERENCE OF OPINIO~ 
.. " . . . "", 

BETWE N OUR TWO GOVERNMENTS. 
~ ~ ~. 

WE DID NOT KAVE ANY DIFFICULTY WITH PRESIDENT THIEU IN THE 
· . . . 

PROPO AL THAT PRESIDENT NIXON MADE. WE DID NOT HAVE TO TWIST 
· .' .", 

HIS Me WE AGREED WITH HI~o WE THINK THE PRINCIPLES THAT THE 
, 

PRESI ENT HAS ANNOUNCED ARE SOUNDo 
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• INSOfAR AS THE POLITICAL SOLUTION Ia CONCERNED, wi KAVE 

SAID ONSISTENTLY THAT ANY POLITICAL SOLUTION THAT IS WORKED our' 
SV TN PEOPLE or SOutH VIET~NAM WIL~ BE ACCEPTAdLE TO IHE UNIT~D 

.. ' ~~: 

Q H, SECRETARY. I THINK THIS HAS TO DO ,WITH 
", . , .. 

STiON or SOVIEt~AMERICAN RELATIONSHIPS. THE STATE 

ENT SPOKESMAN YESTERDAY EXPRESSED THE HOPE THAT RU~SlA 
• 

USE WHAT HE DESCRIBED AS Irs CONSIDERABLE INfLUENCE ON 
. . ~ • ., i 

o CAUSE THEM TO ACCEPT THE FlVii>OPOINT. PLANo IN tHE LIGKl1 
'.. . .. 

v I WAS WONDERING WHY, WHEN THE AD~INISTRATION HAS 
~ . . . ~ ~ 

BEEN CAREFUL TO PREPARE THINGS IN THE MIDDLE EAST AND ELSEWKE~E 
., . 

\II lTH THE RUSSIANS BEfORE ADVANClt1IG A PLAN~ WHY MR. DOdRYNIN 
.. ; 

RUSSIANS. ACCORDING TO YOU~ PEOP~E, HAD THEIR fIRST 
, .. 

ATION FROM YOU IN A TELEPH9NE CALL ABOUT AN HOUR dEFOh£ 
." . . , .. 

THE P [SIDENT WENT ON THE AIR. 1 WOULD HESITATE TO ~AY THAT 
. \ 

THIS AS ADMINISTRATION PIQUE AT THE RUSSIAN ACTIONS. SO I 

ED WHETHER YOU COULD GIVE ~E ANOTHER REASON. 
'. .' , ~ ~ 

A NOo THE REASON WAS THAT WE TRIED TP GIVE NOTIfICATION 
. . . 

GOVERNMENTS THAT WE THOUGHT ~HOULD BE NOTIFIED IN THE 
., .... 

HOPE HAT THEY WOULD CONSIDER THE PROPOSAL SERIOUSLY AND DO . . 
WHAT HEY COULD TO ASSIST IN HAVING THE OTHER SIDE ACCEPT THil'lo , 

.~ , 

WE N T IFIEO SEVERAL GOVERNMENTS fAIRI.YSHORl'l.Y dEFORIt: THE 
., . '. . ,-

ENT"S BROADCASTc THERE WASli"T ANY PIQUE INVOLVEDo IF 
.: ..; 

YOU ART NOTIFYING TOO MANY PEOPI.E o THE iSROADCAST DOE.:iN·r 

COME S MUCH or A SURPRISE, 
~ " , ~. ~ 

Q MRo SECRETARY, WHAT DO YOU THINK IS THE SOVlET INtENT 

IN TE ING US IN THESE VARIOUS WAYS1 
.. 

A FRANK~Y, WE DON'T KNOW. AS 1 HAVE SAID. W~ ARE wATCHaN~ 
• I .., " 

n AN WE WILL JUDGE THAT =c \!Ill.!.. MAKE THAT JUDGMENT AS EVENTS 
",,' . .. ; ., 

DEVEl Po WE JUST DON'T KNOW AT THE MOi'JENTo 
i .. . '" , 

Q MRo SECRETARY, WE HAVE ALWAYS FEI.T IN THE PAST,THAT TH£ 

COMM} wns WOULD NOT NEGOTIATE FROM A POSITION OF Wr:AKNE:iiS. 
, . . . ~ . 

WHICH YOU IMPl,Y THE: SlTUATlOM IS NOW, AND THEY HAVjj; ALSO SA H) 
.~... -

THEY OULD NOT SEPARATE THE \~ll"rrARY FROM TH~; POLITICAL PARTS 
, ',' • f 

OF Til CONFLICT IN \!IET~NAJ~" ~iHICH . THE CEASI>FlR£ ATTEMPT;:> TO . . 
,"'. 't 
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CHA~G THEIR TRADITIONAL. NEGOT1~TING STANCE? 

A WEl.L.e IT JUST MAKES SENSE. THATS WHY. 11'1 OTHER WORD';. 

THEY AN MAKE A BETTER SETTl.EMENT NOW AND ACHIEVE AT bEASt 

SUME F THEIR OBJECTIVES~ IF THEY HAVE ANY POLITICAL STRENGTtI~ 

BY DO NG IT NOW. BECAUSE THE VlETNAIUZATlO'N' PROGRAI'I IS wORKING" 

AND 1 IS QUlTE Cl.EAR. 1 THINK, TO AL..L OBSERVi,R::i THAT IT IS 

WORKl • THEIR CHANCES I1III.L. DltilNISH 'AS TI~E GOES ON. 1T 

ISN'T A MATTER REALLY OF NEGOTIATl~G FRO~ "WEAKN£~Se IF Ttl&:'!( 
~. ~, ' 

WANT 0 NEGOTIATE, WORK OUT A POLITICAL. SETTL~ENT WHICH alVES 

THEM 9 AS THE PRESIDENT SAID. RECOGNIT"10ti OF" THE POLItiCAL. FORCES 

.' THAT XIST IN SOUTH VIET~N~. NOW IS THE TIME TO DO IT. 

IF TH Y DON'T. AND WE CERTAINLY HOPE THU DO, dUT IF THEY 
· . . . . ~, 

DEClO NOT TOt THEN THE VIETNMIZATIO~ PROGRM WILL PROCEED. 
· . . 

AND! IS PROCEEDING QUITE SATISFACTORILYo 
. ,. 

Q MR. SECRETARY, HOW LO~G DO YOU THINK IT iUGHT TAKE TO , 
. . . ~ . 

DISCI N WHETHER THIS PEACE INITIATIVE HAS dEEN ACCEPTED. 

A~D H W DO YOU THl~K IT MIGHT aECOilE APPARENT TO THE PUdLIC 
.'t 

THAT T WAS WORKI~ OR WASN'T WORKl~l 
" t ' 

.,. .' 
A WELL, 1 DO~"T THINK IT IS PARTICULARLY USEFUL TO l'IAKt: 

.. '. 
fRED! IONS ABOUT T IMEo 1 WOULD BE INCLINED TO THINK THAT 

· .' ',. 
THERE WOULD NOT BE A PUBLIC ACCEPTANCE OF THE PLACE lNITIATIVLo 

.. . .." 
THAT S NOT HOW THE COMMUNISTS 00 ITo ALSO, IF THEY DID IT 

· " 
IT WO 0 UNDER CUT THE PROPAGANDA WH ICH THEY HAVE U::ii.D FOR ~O · " 

LONG. 
~.. . --

I HINK THE l.IKELIHOOD IS THAT THEY WOULD LET US KNOW IN 
" ":. : "'to 

SOME THER WAYo WE MIGHT HAVE PRIVATE DISCUSSlONS. THEY 
" . 

CERTA NLY WOULD PROBABLY COKE UP WITH SOME COUNTER-PROPO~AI.~. 
, . " 

EN WE WOULD HAVE TO NEGOTIATE BASED ON THElR POSITIONo 
· 

1H II'IPORTANT THI~G. IT SEEMS TO US, IS THAT IF THEY wOULD 
~. . . . 

AGREE TO A CEASE¢FIRE 1~ PI.ACE 9 THEN AT LEAST THE Kll.l.ING WOUl.D 

STOPo . AND IT IS POSSIBl.E THAT THEY .WOULD dE Ti.VTED TO DO THAT, 
., 

Ttl: FACT OF THE MATTER lS THAT THE l.EVEL OF COMoAT 

Act IV TY IS CONst ANTLY DECREASINGo "WHEN' I WAS THER£ A I"Eili 
· ," ~. 

MONTH AGO I SAID THAT I THOUGHT THAT IT WAS UNl.IKELY THAT TH~Y 
. - -, 

WOULD NEGOr lATE A SETTLEMENT AT THAT THlI£ SECAUSE H WAS :)HOiHL \ 
" . 

AFTER CAMBODIA, ~ THINK NO'1i 8E:CAUSE Of iHE EVIi.NTS rHllJl.~, 

14 
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BECAU THE CAMBODIAN INCURSION HAS StEN SO SUCCiSSFUL. ~ECAUSi 

THE C BODIAN GOVERNMENT HAS SIfiVIVED _e IT. SUMS TO BE .. OVING 
; 

AlONG ATISFACTORILV _0 AND BECAUSE THE LEVEL OF COMdAT ACTIVITY 

HAS SU SIDED, THAT THEY MAY BE INCLINiD TO AGft£i TO A C£ASIi.~FIH£o 
.. . 

NOW, HOW THEY WOULD AGREE TO THAT, WE DON'T K~W. IT 13 
. . . .." 

THAT THE DECREASE WHICK IS' QUITE OBVIOUS IN THE LAST 
.. . ~ ~ 

ULD JUST CONTINUE. OR IT USHT BE THAT THEY WOULD 
.. .. . 

AGREE N A PRIVATE MEETING OF SOMiKIND. 
• II t - . • " 

IF OU 30 BACK AND LOOK AT THE AGRE~iNT ON THE aOMoING 

TRY TO FIeURE OUT WHAT THE AiftiilitIT WAS, I CAN ASSURE 
~. '. 

IT IS RATHER DIFFICULT TO KNOW, aUT APPAREfitLY THERE 
i-.. .. 

KIND OF AN AeREEMENt. 
I • , • • 

WE OULD HOPE. HOWEVER, THAT THEY WOULD alVE SOME I~lCATI0H 
" . -.... 

EV AGREED THAT THE PRESIDENT"S PROrOSAL PROVIDES A 
'. ; . ..-;". 

roUNDA ION FOR NEGOTIATION. ANDCTHAT THEY WOULD ENTER 

INfO T LKS LEADING TO A PEACEFuL SEtTLiltiNT'; Wi WOULD EXPECT 
v .' '" 

OS[ TALKS PROBABLY IN THE FIRST INSTANCi WOULD BE PRIVATE 

TALKS. AND IF THEY ARE PRIVAti TALK$, Wi HOPE THAT WE COULD 
" ' . " 

EM PRIVATE. , . 
. . " 

NOW WHAT THE TIllE FRAIIE OF THAT IS APT TO BE, I All ~T SWlEc 
.... ; 

Q R. SECRETARY, IIAY 1 ASK YOU THIS ON THt MIDDLI EAST? 
.. . . '" 

GIVEN HE FACT THAT THE ISRAELIS SAY THEY WILL NOT RiTWlN TO 
.". '. .I •• 

THE NE OTIATIONS WITHOur TAKING THE USSIloiS OUT, AND THE 
-.- . '... . ." 

EGYPT I NS DENIAL OF THE VIOLATIONS, WHAT DO YOU MEAN, WHAT DO£S 

THE UN TED STATES IIEAN BY THE WORD ;'RtCTIFICATlON"? 
... • • "of • 

A LL, ~RECTIFICATION· MEANS A CONDITION ~HICH Wi MI~HT ... - .. 
BRING our WHICH WOULD SATISFY. BOTH PARTIES, AND THEN 

• 
TO STA T NEGOTIATING. (LAUGHTER) 

.- :.~. . 
Q HANK YOU, MR. SiCRET AR't. 

" . 
(END TRANSCRIPT> 
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