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OCTOBER 13, 1970 

ROGE S~LAIRD TV INTERVIEW COVF.RS I~DOCHINA ISSUES (EXCERPTS~ 

WASH NGTON ~~ INDOCHINA WAS AMONG THE MAIN ISSUES DISCUSSED 

IN A TE EVISION AND RADIO INTERVIEW WITH THE SECRETARY Of STAYE 

AND DE NSE MINISTER LAIRD OCTORER II. 

THE .S. CABINET OFFICIALS APPEARED ON THE SUNDAY PROGRAM, 

.. ABC'S SSUES A NO ANSWERS." THEY WERE I NTERV IEWED BY ROGEl'! 

PETERSO. APC NEWS PENTAGON CORRESPONDENT t AND JOHN SCALI, 

ABC ~EW DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENTo 

FOLl WING ARE EXCERPTS FROM THE TRANSCRIPT OF THE PROGRAMt 

(REG N EXC~RPTS) 

MR. CALI: GENTLEMEN, WELCO~E TO iSSUES AND ANSWERS. 
SECR TARY ROGERS, THE SOVIET NEWSPAPER PRAVDA HAS DISMISSED 

PRESIDE T NIXON°S NEWEST PROPOSALS FOR PEACE IN VIETNAM AS 

A GREAT FRAUD. IT SAYS THAT IT FULLY FAC~S THE REJECTION, SO 

FARo Of NORTH VIETNAM AND SAYS THAT THE PRESIDENT'S PROPOSALS 

SEEK ON.Y TO LEGALIZE AND PERPETUATE THE INT~RV£NTION OF rH~ 

U~ITED TATES IN INDO-CHINA. 

WHAT DO YOU SAY TO THIS7 

SECR.TARY ROGERSI WELL, MR. SCALI 0 THAT IS STANDARD COMMUNIST 

PROPAGA DA WHICH WE F.XPECTED. I DON°T THINK I~ \FLF.CTS THE 

VIEWS O' THE GOVERNMENT FULLY. I HAVE A rEELING THAT THE SOVIET 

UNION A D HANOI WILL 90TH GIVE VERY CAREFUL CONSIDERATION 

TO THE RESIDENT"S PROPOSAL PECAUSE OF THE TREMENDOUS SUPPORT 

THAT TM PROPOSALS HAVE RECEIVED NOT ONLY IN THIS COUNTqy~ 

BUT ALL OVER THE WORLD,. 

n 1., INHRESl'l'l.' THAi TH~~Y SIlOULD MAKE lllAT C()M!'IEIVT Bt:(:AH':" 



· I 

I 

I 
ONE OF iTHE PROPOSALS THAT PRESIDENT NIXON MADE WAS AN INDOo 

I 
CHINA EACE CONFERENCE AND, AS YOU REMEMBER9 T~ SOVIET AMRASSADOR 

TO THE UNITED NATlOr.)S MADE THAT SAME PROPOSAL. WE DIDN"T 

CONSID~ R IT A FRAUD AT THE TIr~E HE MADF. IT AND I DON" T TI-{IN!( 

IT IS FRAUD. IT IS ~UITE CLEAR THAT PRESIDENT NIXON IS VERY 

ANXIOU TO WORK OUT A PEACEFUL SETTLEMENTe THE RESPONSE FROM 

THE WO.LD COMMUNITY HAS BEEN TREMENDOUS, EXCEPT FOR THESE COMMUNIST 

PROPAG NDA THRUSTS FROM HANOI AND FROM MOSCOW. THE REST OF T~ 

WORLD AS REACTED VERY FAVORABLY AND I THINK THAT THE PRESSURE 

OF WOR OPI NION WILL HAVE A GOOD DEAL TO DO WITH THE ATTITUDES 

OF HAN I AND THE SOVIET UNION IN THE MONTHS AHEAD. 

MR. SCALIt MR. SECRETARY, ARE YOU IMPLYING THAT PERHAPS TI-!E 

SOVIET GOVERNMENToS OFFICIAL ATTITUDE IS NOT REFLECTED BY 

THE PR PAGANDA THAT IS COMIfolG OUT RIGHT NOI~Q 

SEC ETARY ROGF.RSt YES, I THINK THAT IS CORRECT. 

THE E IS A STANDARD LINE THAT THE COMMUNISTS TAKE IN 

OPPOSI ION TO ANYTHING THAT WE PROPOSE PUBLICLY. ~E UNDERSTOOD 

THAT W N WE MADE THE PROPOSAL. 

WE KINK THAT THE PROPOSAL IS SUCH A FAR=REACHING PROPOSAL~ 

SO COM REHEtlSIVE AND SO FAIR, AND PECAUSE IT !.fOLDS OUT !.fOPE 

FOR PE CE IN THE AREA, AND BECAUSE OF THE WORLD COMMUNITYcS 
ACCEPT NO THIS PROPOSAL WITH ALI'!OST UNANIMITY, ifF. THINK THAT TIlE 

TIME M V COME WHE~ tHE OTHER SIDF. WILL NEGOTIATE. 

MR. SCALl: THIS IS PRETTY TOUGH TALI( EVEN CONSIDERING THF. 

POSSIR LITY THAT IT IS PROPAGANDA, MR. SECRF.TARYo 

FOR EXAMPLE, THE STATE DEPARTMENT CALLED PUPLICLY THIS WEEK 

ON MOS OW TO USE ITS CONSIDERABLE INFLUENCE WITH HANOI TO aET 

THEM T GIVE SERIOUS CONSIDERATION TO THESE PROPOSALS. IS""T 

W~'AT 1 NOW COMING OUT OF MOSCOW PERHAPS A SIGN THAT, INSTEAD 

OF COO F.RATION YOU MAY GET JUST THE OPPOSITE? 

SEC ETARV ROGERS. WF.LL~ IT IS POSSI~LEo WE WO~LD HOPE NOTe 

WE' WOU D HOPE NOT, 

MRo PETERSO": SECRETARY LAIP.D. LAST FRIDAY YOUR DEPUTY 

SF-CPET flY PACKARD SAID THAT HE FF:l. T THAT THE NORTH VIE·P!AMF.S~ 

AND VI .1 eDNA WOULD EVfNTUAlLY AGREE TO rH~ CE~SE FIRE ~o YOU 

~-----
~_~ _______________________ .I---Ir 



AGREE ~rlT H THAT STATEMENT? 

SEC,ETARY LAIRD: THIS IS A VERY F'INE PROPOSAL. I BELIEVE; 
ONE TH T MERITS THE VERY CAREFUL CONSIDERATION OF THE OTHER 

SIDE" WORLD OPINION t AS THE SECRETARY OF STATE HAS SAID g IN 
THE FR E WORLD, AS WELL AS IN THE ~IO~"ALIGNED cou~lTIn~s OF TilE 

WORLD, SUPPORTS THE PRESIDENT·S PROPOSAL. I DON°T WANT TO MAKE 

ANY PR DICTION AS TO THE OUTCOMEe IT IS IN THE NEGOTIATING 

STAGE OW IN PARIS. THE INDO-CHINA PEACE PROPOSAL AND CONFER~NCE 

OF THE PRESIDENT IS A VERY FORT~IGHT PROPOSAL. 

WE ARE HOPEFUL THAT THE OTHER SIDE WILL NEGOTIATE IN GOOD 

CONSCI NCE ON THIS PROPOSAL. WE ARE PARTICULARY INTER~STED IN THE 

PoOnW. RELEASE. AS YOU KNOW, IN THE P.O.W. RELEASE OUTLINED FY 

THE PR SIDENT IT IS A RELEASF. IN WHICH ~E EXCHANGE 15 TO i. WE, 

THROUG THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE, HAD OFFERED A COMPLETE RELEASE 

OF ALL PRISONERS AND THE RATIO OF PRISONERS THAT ARE HELD IN SOUTH 
VIETNA AS COMPARED TO THOSE ~~LD ~Y THF. V.C., AND THE NORTH 

VIF:TNA ESE IS A RATIO OF' ABOUT 15 TO I HI FAVOR OF THE OTHER 
SIDE. THIS IS A VERY FORT~IGI!T PROPOSAL AND WE ~ELIEVE 

OPPORTUNITIES AND POSSI~ILITIES THAT THIS, ALONG 

OTHER FOUR PROPOSALS, WILL RECEIVE SERIOUS CONSIDERATION 

OF THE OTHER SIDE. 

MR. PETERSONt PRESIDENT NIXON HAS PROPOSED AN INDO"CHINA 

PEACE ONFERENCE. WE HAVE GOT NEGOTIATIONS GOING ON IN PARIS 

FOR TW YEARS AJoID IT HASH"T GOTTU OFF DF.AD CENT1!:R D[ALI~G JUST 
WITH V ETNAMo WHY SHOULD IT WORK ON A PROADER SCALE? 

SEC ETARY LAIRDI WELL, I THINK TliE PRESIDENT HAS !l'ElT THAT 

THIS I A MUCH ~ROADER SURJECT THAN JUST SOIfTIf VIEtNAM. IT 

WAS 1M ORTANT TO BRING LAOS AND CAMBODIA AND TO eRHH,) P~ACE 

IN THE E~TIRE AREA ~ECAUSF. HE FEELS IT SHOULD ~E LOOKED AT AS 

A"l IND ~CHINA"TYPE SETTLEMENT. SO, BY BRINGING IN THE OTIlER 

NATIOJol IN THE AREA, PROADENING THE NF.GOTIATIONS TO COVER ALL 

OF IND ~CHINA AND BRINGING IN OTHER ASIAJoI NATIONS, THAT THERE NAS 

HOPE II' R PEACE, AND THE PRESIDENT IS EXPLOI'lII.IG ALL AVE"lt'F.S 

THAT ~' UlD BRING AAQUT PEACE 1"l THIS AR~A~ 

MR, PETERSON: WHEN THE NAPROW FOCUS WO~') T hIOR!{ h'llY IJOULD 

A RROA""BRUSli APPROACH \~O~Wl 



i 
SECR~TARY ROGERS, \olE ARE PROPOSING EIT~P O~E OR BOTH I~OU1..D 

BE ACC~PTARLE" ONE OF THE REASONS THE PRESID~NT PROPOSED 

! HE I ~ iO~ CHI NA PEACE CONFERF.~CE IS BECAUSE THE SovtP.T UNION HAS 

5UGGES ED IT. THE FRENCH GOVEPNMENT HAS SUGGF.STED IT, OTHERS 
HAVE 51 GGgTED IT AND PARTICULARL Y NOW BECAUSE OF THF. CAMP.OD I A"I 

SITUATJO~ IT NAS FELT THAT IN ORDE"! TO SOLVE T"lE PRO'3LEM OF' SOllTH 

VIETHA IT WAS NECESSARY TO INCLUDE CAMPODIA AND LAOS. TIolE PRESIDEifi 

MADE IIAT CLEAR IN HIS PEACE INITIATIVE. HE SAID THAT THE THREE 

COliNPHES APE INSEPARA!lLF. NO~'. YOIl HAVE CONFLICTS GOING ON IN 

ALL r EE. AND THE NORTH VIETNAMESE ARF. INFILTRATPm THEIR TROOPS 

LAOS AND CAMBODIA, AS MELL AS SOUTH VIET~AMo SO YOU 

COULDN'T REALLY SF-TTLE THE SOUTH VIETNAM I)UESTION WITHOUT 

INCLUDING LAOS AND CAMBODIA, SO WE HAVE NOT, AS YOU NOTICE FROM 

THE PR SIDENT" S STATEMENT. WE DO NOT GIVE UP ON THY. PARIS ~F.GOYI= 

ATIONS, PUT, IF THE OTHER SIDE FEF.LS THAT AN INDO~C"lINA PEACE 

CONFER NCE IWULD BE A BETTE!! WAY TO DO IT, \olE ARF. PERFECTLY 

PI;EPAR1D FOR THAT. 

IT IS INTERESTING, THF. IDEA THAT THIS IS A FRAUDo HOW 

THE SO lET UNION HAS THE COURAGE TO MAKE THAT SUGGESTION, I 
I 

DON'T YNDERSTAND. EVERY SEGMENT Or OUR POPULATION IN THIS 
I 

COUNTR~ SUPPORTS THE PRESIDENT'S PEACE INITIATIVF.. IT IS 

BIPARTlISA~ IN ~ATURE. THERE IS NO QUESTION A~OUT IT. IT HAS 

TREME~~OUS SUPPORT. THE FIRST TIME WE HAVE HAD TOTAL 

SUPPOR~ FOR A PEACE PROPOSAL IN THIS COUNTRY DEALI~G WITH 

INDO~C~lNA; ~OT ONLY IN THIS COUNTRY. RUT ALL OVER THE ~'ORLD. 

NOW. lIT SEEMS TO ME TI1AT THE PUBLIC IS GOI~G TO PRETTY WEll 

UNDF.RS~A~D THAT THIS COMMUNIST DIATRIPE IS JUST THAT. 

WE AVE MADE A PROPOSAL THAT PROVIDES A FOUNDATIO~ rOR STOPPI~G 

T"lF. FI A FAIR POLITICAL SETTLEMENT, FOR A COMPLETE 

WITHDR WAL OF OUR TROOPS FROM SOUTH VIETNAM. AS MR. LAI!!D SAYS, 

AN EXC ANGE OF PRISONEI!S WHERE WE "'OULD RELEASE A t1REAT MANY 

MORE T, AN THE OTHER SIDE WOULD RELEASE,) "'liY THIS IS DEF.MF.D TO ~E 

A FRAU. 1 DON°T UNDERSTAND. IT CERTA!NLY IS DISAPPOHlTIfolG; 

I HOPE THAT THE SOVIET UNION r IN PRIVATE DISCUSSIONS WITH US, 

WILL R ACT DIFFERENTLYo 

MR. SCALI: SECRETARY LAIRD. fOU MENTION£D A 15 TO qATIO 

I 

i' 

______ IJ 



IN THE ~RISO~ER EXCHANGE". HO\~ DOES THAT TRANSLATE 1",10 '1UM'lERS? 

SECR~TARY LAlRD: WELL. THE SOUTH VIF.TNAMESE t OF COU!>SE~ , 
! 

A~E \.!OL~ING nr. ?RISO'lERS AS FAR AS THE V.C. A'ID TIlE NORTH 

'J lET ",AN :5£ AR E CONeF.R NED AND THEY HAVE APPROX IMATEL Y SOME 

30,00~ RISONERS. T~ TOTAL NUMPER OF PRISONERS INVOLVED IN 

THE NOR Ii A'm IN THE HANDS OF THr. VaC. IS ESTIMAT~D TO BE SLIGHT!.. Y 

OVER 2~ 00. SO THE SITUATION DOES RUN AROUND 15 TO I, OR IN 

THAT GE ERAL RATIOo 

THE RISONERS TAKEN 8Y THE NORTH VIETNAMF.SS: AND THE V.C. 

flEF.N GREAT" WE HAVE TAKF.N A GOOD MANY PRISONERS AND 

PUT THEM UNDER CONDITIONS THAT ARE SUPERVISED 'lY 

THE INT RNATlONAL RED CROSS. THESE PRISONERS ARE HELD BY 

THE H VI":TNAMESE. 

MR. CALI: IF THEY GET 3!'l.£'It1.'Pl PRISONF.RS R.ACK IN 

ONE rEI. SWOOP. ~.ION' T THAT H£LP SOLVE THEIR MANPOWF.R PROBLEM? 

SECRfTARY LAIRD: I JUST WAMT TO MAKE TH£ POINT AS CLEARLY 

AS I CAIN THAT THIS IS A VERY FORTHRIGHT PROPOSAL, AND THE OTHER 

SIDE. II DON'T BELIEVE, CAN CPITICIZE THE SUCE~ITY OF THE 

PRESIDEiNT OF THE UNITF.D STATES AND OUR SIDE, T~ SOUTH VI~T~AJIIF.SE 
i 

AS WELLI. IN MAKING SUCH A F'A~"I!EACHING PROPOSAL AS FAR AS THE , 

PRISONE~S OF WAR ARE CONCERN~D. wE AR£ CONCERNF.D A~OUT HU"AN 
i 

BEINGS.! WE WANT TO STOP THE KILLING IN VIETNA". ALREADY 

IN THE InRST NINE MONTHS OF' THIS YEAR THE MOIlTH VIETtfAMESl': AND 
I 

THE V.~. HAVE LOST AROUND 86,000 MENe THE SOUTH VI!TIfAMESE HAVE 

LOST A~OUT 3 ,000. NO"l~ WE HAVE PROUGHT DOWN OUR CASUALTIES. 

OUI! AME~ICAN CASUALTIES ARE LOW COMPA~ED TO WHAT THEY WEllE WHEN WE 

TOOK OFfICE AND THIS HAS ~F.EN ONE OF' THE PRF.SIDEN°T OPJECTIVES, , 
TO RED~CE AMERICAN CASUALTIES AND REDUCE ALL CASUALTIES. ONE 

I 

CASUALTY IS TOO MANY. LAST WF.EK WE HAD !8 AMERICAN CA~UALTIES. 

WHEN WE TOOK OFFICE AND ~'HEN I "[CAME SECRETARY OF DEFE'S£ AND 

SECRETA Y ROGERS TOOK OVF.R IN THE STATF DEPARTMENT, THE CASUALTIES 

WEllE ~UN~IMG JUST AFOUT TEN TIM£S THAT AMOUNT o THIS LAST WEEK 

THEY AG Itl WILL ElF. UNDER FIFTYo THIS IS A SIGNIFICMIT DEVELOPMENT0 

AS WE VE TURNED OVER THE COMPAT RESPONSIBILITIES TO THE FORC~S 

OF SOUT~ VI!TNAM UNDER OUR VIETNAMIZATION PROGRAM, AS THIS 

. PROGRAM HIlS MOVED FOR14M<D WE J.I/lVF. ?Er.N A!'IL~ TO REDUCE e~,S!J4L TlES i 

___ J 



I 
Bur rH~ PRESIDEN" T FIVE POINT PEACE PROPOSAL IS A PROPOSAl. TO 

131\lNG rlEACE l~ THAT AREA OF" THE '."ORLD AND TO STOP T"!! KIl.LHlf'l 
: 

IN THA. AREA OF" T"IE WORtDc 

SEC ETARY ROGERS. MR. SCAU~ COULD I ALSO SAY THERE 15 
NOTHIN ABOUT PRF.SIDF.~T NIXON"S PROPOSAL THAT HAS ANY COND!TI0NS 

ATTACH D TO IT. IT IS F"LEXIBLF.~ HE SAID THAT THIS IS A PASIS 

F"OR NE·OTIATION. ONE PART OF" IT CAN eE ACCEPTED WITHOUT ACCEPTING 

ALL. F' THERE AI'lE COUNTEP PROPOSALS, we: WILL PI:; IlLAD TO CONSIDER 

T"I05Eo 

A T iAlLY F"lE1<lflLE POSITION AND WE \~OULO HOPE T"IAT IN Vln' 

OF' THE SERIOUSNESS OF" T"IIS SITUATION, IN VIEW OF" T~ FACT T"IAT 

THE UN TED STATES PROGRAM OF" VIETNAMIZATION IS SUCCEEDING. 

lNITHOU ANY (;\UESTIO~. THAT THE OTHER SIDE WILL GIVE SERIOUS 

CONSID RATION, AT LEAST IN PRIVATE DISCUSSIONS, TO T~ PRESIDENT'S 

SEC ETARY ROGERSs NO, OUR TROOPS ARE NOT GOING BACK INTO 

CAMBOD A. PRESIDENT NIXON HAS MADE THAT ~UITE CLEAR. wE 

THINK HAT THE CAMPODIAN ARMY AND THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE ARMY, 

WORKIN TOGETHER. CAN HANDLE ANY SITUATION THAT MIGHT DEVELOP 

THERF.0 WE ARE ~UlTE PLEASED ABOUT THE SUCCESS OF THE VIET~AMI~ 

ZArIO~ WE A~E ~UITE SATISFIED WITH THE FACT T~AT THE COMBAT 

ACTIVI Y HAS LESSENED A GREAT DEAL RECE~TLY, SO I DO~"T BELIF.V~ 

WE HAV. MY PROBI.F.MS THERE. OBVIOUSLY T\.lF.RE WILL QE UPS A~D DOL'~S 

II' THE WAR CO~TI~urs, BUT WE HAVE TO KEEP IN MIND THAT THE 

COi'lfi'Ll :Y HAS LESSENED A GREAT DEAL IN TH~ LAST YEARo THE E"lGAGEz 

MEN1S RE VERY MINORt VERY FEW OF THF.Mo AS THE Sr.CRF.TARY 

OF DEF" NSF. HAS SAID~ OUR CASUALTIES ARF. ~IAY DO~'No IN SOUTH VIF.TNAM 
, 

lTSELFll SAW A PROGRAM TH~ OTHER NIGHT INDICATING THE 

TF.LEV1l'ION PEOPLE WERE HAVING DIFFICULTY EVEN FINDING COM~AT 

IN SOU H VIETNAM. 

MRo I SCALI I SECRETARY ROGERS, YOU SAID IN YOUR t-IEWS CO~IFERE~C':: 

ON Ffl1~'AY YOU THOUGHT BEGINNH!G MAY is! ~Y At-ID LARGE TliE 

COMPo\T AMERICA"! OPERATIONS WOULD 8E OVERo COULD YOU IHSCUSS 

T~AT A PIT FURTHF:R wn'l US AND" M'L LAIRD. TOO, TO EX?l Ani Htl\~ 1"13 



ANSWER! THIS BUT I SAID WHAT PRF.SIDENT NIXON SAID BEFORE, THAT 
i 

WHEN T~ REMAINDER OF THE 150,0~~ AMERICAN TROOPS HAVE BEEN 

TAKEN UT OF VIETNAM THAT EY AND LARGE OUR COMBAT 

ROLE W LL BE FINISHED. WE WILL STILL HAVE COMBAT TROOPS AND 

UNDOUB EDLY THERE WILL BE SOME COM~AT, BUT BY AND LARGE OUR 
COMBAT ROLE WILL BE FINISHED WHEN THE 150,000 HAVE BEE~ REMOVED. 

MR. SCALI: WHAT DOES THE PHASE THEN LOOK LIKE, 

SECRET RY LAIRD, AFTER MAY 1ST? 

SEC ETARY LAIRD: THE MAJOR COMPAT RESPONSIBILITY IS BEING 

TRANSF RRED NOW TO THE FORCES OF THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE. THIS IS 

PART 0 OUR VIETNAMIZATION PROGRAM IN P~ASE I OF THE VIETNAMIZATION 

PROGRA • 

NOW IN PHASE II, WHERE WE STILL HAVE RESPONSIBILITY IN THE 

AREA 0 LOGISTIC SUPPORT, AIR SUPPORT AND SOME ARTILLERY SUPPORT, 

WE WIL HAVE A COMBAT PRESENCE BUT THEY WILL BE IN THE SECURITY 

ROLE. I DON'T WANT TO GIVE THE IMPRESSION, HOWEVF.R. THAT THEY 

WILL N T TAKE PROTECTIVE ACTIONS IN THE WAY OF SECURITY PATROLS 

IN ORD R TO PROTECT THE LIVF.S OF THE AMERICANS THAT ARE PERFORMING 

THESE fMPORTANT SUPPORT FUNCTIONS. 

AS tE GET DOWN TO THE MAY 1ST TROOP LEVEL OF 284.000, 
WHICH S THE TROOP CEILING AT THAT DATE. THE MAJOR ROLE AS FAR 

AS COM AT WILL HAVE BEEN TRANSFERRED. AS A MATTER OF FACT, 

A MAJO ITY OF THE COMBAT ACTIVITY IN VIETNAM HAS ALREADY BEEN 

TRANS; RRED TO THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE AT THE PRESENT TIME BUT, 

AS WE ET INTO THE PHASE II PROGRAM ON VIETNAMIZATION, THERE 

WILL B FROM 40 TO 60 PERCENT OF OUR TROOPS THAT ARE THERE 

WHO WI L HAVE THIS IMPORTANT SECURITY ROLE, THE IMPORTANT 
ROLE 0 PROTECTING THE AMERICAN PRESENCE. I WOULD NOT BE FOR 

HAVING ANY AMERICANS IN THE COUNTRY THAT ARE NOT ADEQUATELY 

PROTEC ED AS FAR AS AMERICAN FORCES ARE CONCERNED AND I BELIEVE 

THAT T IS IS IMPORTANT AND THAT THE AMERICAN PEOPLE WOULD 

WANT O~R FORCES PROTECTED IN THIS WAY. 

I M~GHT ADD THAT WE DO HAVE A NEW TROOP CEILING COMING UP, 

A TARG T DATE, ON THE 15TH OF OCTOBER. THE PRESIDENT HAS 

ANNOUN ED THAT OUR CEILING WILL BE 384,000, A REDUCTION FROM 

549,50. ON THURSDAY OF THIS LAST WEEK WE WERE AT 3R4,6~0 
ul _ 



AND TO~ORROW IN SAIGON THE ANNOUNCEMENT WILL BE MADE THAT 
i 

WE HAV~ BEATEN THE TROOP CEILING WHICH WAS ANNOUNCED BY PRESIDENT 

NIXON 0 TAKE EFFECT IN OCTOBER, \'!liICH IS 3134,r!l~fJo WE WILL 

BE BEL W THAT TOMORROW. 

MR. PETER SONs BY HOW MUCH, MR. SECRETARY? 

SEC ETARY LAIRD: WE WILL BE BELOW IT BY THE 15TH OF OCTOBER, 

THE DA E THAT IS EFFECTIVE, BY SEVERAL THOUSAND TROOPS. 

MR. PETERSON: YOU ALSO SAID YOU THOUGHT YOU COULD MEET OR 

BEAT T E 284,fJ0fJ FOR NEXT MAY. DO YOU STILL HOLD TO THAT 

PREDIC ION? 

SEC ETARY LAIRDs WELL, THIS IS ONE OF THE TINGS I AM VERY 

PROUD F AS FAR AS THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE AND THIS ADMINIo 

STRATI N IS CONCERNED. WE HAVE MADE FOUR OR FIVE MAJOR ANNOUNCE­

MENTS OHCERNING THE WAR IN SOUTH VIETNAM, AND ALSO 

CONCER ING OUR OPERATIONS IN CAMBODIA. DATES HAVE BEEN GIVEN 

AND TR OP CEILINGS HAVE BEEN GIVEN ON EACH OF THESE FIVE 

OCCASI MS. THE PRESIDENT HAS GONE TO THE AMERICAN PUBLIC 

AND AN OUNCED THOSE FIGURES. I BELIEVE WE HAVE RESTORED THE 
CREDIB LITY TO THE MANAGEMENT AND THE OPERATIONS IN SOUTHEAST 

ASIA B~CAUSE EACH TIME IN EVERY STATEMENT THAT THE PRESIDENT 

HAS MA E WE HAVE DELIVERED ON THOSE STATEMENTS AND WE HAVE MET 

THOSE OALS ESTABLISHED BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES. 

THIS H S NOT HAPPENED IN THE CONDUCT OF THE WAR H! SOUTHEAST 

ASIA B FORE. 

NOW WITH THE PRESIDENT'S PEACE PROPOSAL WE, OF COURSE, 
HOPE T AT WE CAN NEGOTIATE TOTAL WITHDRAWAL AS ONE OF THE 

POINTS OF THE PACKAGE OF THE PRESIDENT AND ONE OF THE FIVE 

MAJOR tOINTS THAT HE MADE THE OTHER DAY. 

IF ~EGOTIATIONS FAIL, THE VIETNAMIZATION PROGRAM GOES 

FORWAR', IT DOES NOT TAKE THE PLACE OF NEGOTIATIONS. IT CAN 

TAKE TtE PLACE OF NEGOTIATIONS, BUT IT DOES REALLY COMPLEMENT 

NEGOTItTIONS IN MANY WAYS. 

MR. I PETERSON: PRESIDENT NIXON SAID IN THE NEGOTIATIONS 
I 

NOW WE WOULD BE NEGOTIATING FOR A POSITION OF STRENGTH. IF \~E 

ARE IN SUCH A POSITION OF STRENGT~, 

SIDE HAVE TO NEGOTIATE? 

I 

WHAT INCENTIV~: DOES THE OTHER 



SE~ETARY ROGERSI THE INCENTIVE IS THEY CAN MAKE A MUCH , 
BETTERi DUL FROM THEIR STANDPOINT NOW THAN TM£Y COULD IF THEY , 

WAITED. OBVIOUSLY SOMEBODY HAS TO BE STRO~G AND SOMEBODY HAS , 

TO BE ELATIVELY WEAK. 

NOW, WE ARE PERFECTLY PREPARED TO MAKE A FAIR SETTLEMENT 

AT THE PRESENT TIME AND, AS THE PRESIDENT SAID, WE RECOGNIZE 
THAT ANY SETTLEMENT, IN ORDER TO LAST, HAS TO TAKE INTO 

CONSI RATION THE VIEWS OF THE OTHER SIDE, AND HE SAID THAT A 

FAIR LITICAL SETTLEMENT HAD TO TAKE INTO ACCOUNT, HAS TO REFLECT 

THE E ISTING REALTIONSHIPS OF POLITICAL FORCES IN SOUTH 

SO WE ARE PREPARED TO MAKE A SETTLEMENT NOW, A FAIR 

SETTL ENT, IF THE OTHER SIDE WANTS TO. IF THEY DON'T, WI!: ARI!: 
GOING TO CONTINUE THE PROGRAM WHICH MR. LAIRD HAS JUST POINTED 

OUT W KS VERY WELL. 

SCALlr MR. SECRETARY, THERE ARE SOME PEOPLE WHO QUESTION 

THE F ASIBILITY OF A CEASE FIRE IN THE JUNGLES AND IN THE 

MOUNT INS OF VIETNAM WHEN THERE ARE NO ESTABLISHED LINES. 

tlH POLICES SUCH A CEASE FIRE AND HOW? 

SE ETARY ROGERSr FIRST, WE HAVE TO ACCEPT THE PROPOSITION 
THAT IT WILL BE DIFFICULT. THE PRESIDENT DID ACCEPT THAT IN 

I 
HIS STIATEMENT, BUT WE DON'T THINK IT IS ALL THAT DIFFICULT IF 

BOTH ~IDES ARE PREPARED TO STOP THE KILLING. 

NOW, IF EVERYONE STOPS KILLING, WE WILL HAVE INTERNATIONAL 

OBSER RS MOVED INTO THE AREA. 

SCALI: FROM WHAT COUNTRY? 

SE ETARY ROGERS: WELL, SEVERL COUNTRIES HAVE ALREADY 
INDIC ED A WILLINGNESS, JAPAN, FOR EXAMPLE. THERE ARE OTHER 

COUNTRIES IN THE AREA. MALAYSIA, INDONESIA; OTHERS. WE ARE ~OT 

SURE THEY WILL, BUT WE HAVE A FEELING THOSE COUNTRIES WOULD. 
IT IS INTERESTING THAT ALL OF THE COUNTRIES IN THE AREA EXCEPT 

THE CO MURIST COUNTRIES HAVE STRONGLY SUPPORTED THE PRESIDENT'S 

IVE. EVERY ONE OF THE ASIAN COUNTRIES IN THAT AREAo 

SO WE HINK IT IS GUITE POSSIBLE THAT INTERNATIONAL OBSERVERS 

COULD INCLUDE NOT ONLY THE ASIAN COUNTRIES, BUT REPRESENTATIVES 

FROM BpTH SIDES TO GO IN AND POLICE IT. THERE MIGHT 9E 

VIOLATIIONS ON Po LOCAL LEVEL, BUT WE COULD PATCH THOSE UP. 

WE DONiT TIlINK IT IS DIFF'ICULT IF' POTH SIDES AHE PREPARED TO DO 

I - ~ = 



IT AND tHE ONLY WAY YOU COULD DECIDE THAT IS TO HAVE NEGOTIATIONS 

TO SEE HOW IT COULD BE WORKED OUT AND THAT IS WHAT THE PRESIDrNT 

HAS PRO/'>OSED. 

SECR TARY LAIRD: AS THE SECRETARY OF STATE HAS SAID, THERE 

IS A RI K ALWAYS WITH ANY KIND OF A CESE FIRE PROPOSAL, BUT 

THE PRE IDENT HAS DECIDED THAT THIS RISK FOR PEACE AT THIS TIME 
IS NOT RISK THAT IS TOO GREAT. 

I 
NOW,i I KNOW THAT GENERAL ABRAMS, TWELVE MONTHS AGO, SIX , 

MONTHS tGO -- EVEN AS THE CHAIRMAN OF THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF, 

TWELVE rONTHS AGO AND SIX MONTHS AGO HE FELT THAT THE RISK WAS 

TOO GREtT AT THAT TIME, BUT THEY FEEL THAT THE RISK IS A 

MINIMUMIRISK NOW AND IT IS WORTH THE CAUSE OF PEACE, WORTH , 
FURTHERfNG THE CAUSE OF PEACE, flY THIS PROPOSAL AT THIS TIME 

AND THEt FEEL BECAUSE OF THE MILITARY SITUATION, BECAUSE OF THE 

IMPROVE~NT WITH THE VIETNAMIZATION PROGRAM, BECAUSE OF THE 
! 

SUCCF.SSiOF THE CAMBODIAN OPERATION, THAT WE CAN TAKE THIS RISK , 
FOR PEAfE AT THIS TIME. 

MR. /'>ETERSONr MR. SECRETARY, YOU ~RING UP CAMBODIA. 

CAMBODI~ RIGHT NOW IS TWO-THIRDS CONTROLLED BY THE COMMUNISTS. 

I KNOW tHAT IS ONLY ONE-QUARTER OF THE POPULATION, BUT TWO-THIRDS 
CONTROL~ WHAT HAPPENS THERE, FROM STAND-STILL? 

! 

SECRfTARY LAIRDr YOU ARE TALKING ABOUT THE AREA NOT BEING 

PATROLLtD AS FAR AS THE CAMBODIAN ARMY IS CONCERNED. THAT 
! 

QUESTIO~ OF CONTROL OVER THAT LAND AREA IS MERELY A CONTROL 

BECAUSEITHE CAMBODIAN ARMY IS NOT MAKING A CHALLENGE IN THE AREA. 

MR. fETERSONr ARE THEY CAPABLE OF DOING SO? 

SECR~TARY LAIRD: THEY WOULD BE CAPABLE OF GIVING SECURITY 
TO THAT I AREA BUT THE QUESTION OF CONTROL IN A STAND-PAT, OR 

AN IN-f1,ACF. CEASE FIRE, I DON'T THINK YOU WOULD FIND THAT THE 

NORTH V~ETNAMESE ARE IN A POSITION W~RE THEY WOULD ACTUALLY 

TRULY ct' NTROL THAT LAND AREA. THEY ARE CONTROLLING CERTAIN 

SECTION OF THE LAND AREA BECAUSE THEY ARE NOT BEING CHALLENGED 
! 

AT THE PRESENT TIME EXCEPT ALONG THE VIETNAMESE BORDER. THEY 

ARE BEING CHALLENGED ALONG THE VIETNAMESE BORDER BY SOUTH 
i 

VIETNAM~SE FORCES AND BY SOME CAMBODIANS THAT HAVE BEEN 
! 

TRAINEDI IN SOUTH VIETNAM. 

MR. ~CALI' MR. SECRETARY, IN ACCEPTING A CEASE FIRE, 

~ ~e ~ 



WOULDN°~ THE COMMUNIST SIDE MORE OR LESS EXPOSE THAT THEY 
I 

CONTROLI REALLY JUST A SMALL PART OF SOUTH VIETNAM? 
! . 

SECR~TARY ROGERS: WELL, THE CEASE FIRE PROPOSAL IS JUST 

PRELIMliNARY TO A POLITICAL SETTLEMENT. NOW I~E HAVE HAD A 
STUDY M DE OF WHETHER A CEASE FIRE IS PRACTICAL OR NOT. WE 

HAD A T AM OF EXPERTS GO OUT THERE AND THEY CONCLUDED THAT A 
CEASE I" RE IS PRACTICAL IF POTH SIDES WANT IT. THAT WOULD 

JUST BE PRELIMINARY TO A POLITICAL SETTLEMENT. 

THAT IS WHY THE PRESIDENT PROPOSED AN INDOCHINA PEACE CONFERENCE. 

IF THAT DOESN°T WORK, CONTINUATION OF THE 

TALKS I. PARIS TO WORK OUT A POLITICAL SETTLEMENT. THE CEASE 

FIRE IN ITSELF WOULD NOT BE A POLITICAL SETTLEMENTo IT WOULD 

JUST BE A RESPITE IN THE KILLING. IF WE COULD STOP THE KILLING, 

THEN WE THINK THE NEGOTIATIONS HAVE A BETTER CHANCE TO SUCCEED. 

1 WAINT TO ALSO SAY, MR. SCALI, THAT ONE OF THE THINGS 

THAT T~ OTHER SIDE HAS BEEN SAYING FOR A LONG TIME IS THAT 

THE UNI~ED STATES WILL NOT ACCEPT THE PRINCIPLE OF 
COMPLET~ WITHDRAWAL. NOW THE PRESIDENT HAS SAID "WE ACCEPT 

THE PRIINCIPLE OF COMPLETE WITHDRAWAL OF UNITED STATES FORCES FROM 

I NDOCIiIINA, CONSISTENT WITH A GENERAL STEELEMENT OF THAT PROBLEM." 

HE HAS rADE IT CLEAR THAT IF WE CAN SETTLE THE PROBLEM WITH 

A GENER~L AGREEMENT WHICH WILL PROVIDE FOR PEACE IN THE AREA, 
I 

THE UNlrED STATES WILL WITHDRAW ITS FORCES COMPLETELY FROM INDOCHINA. 

NOW, THIS IS SOMETHING THE OTHER SIDE HAS BEEN SAYING 

WE HAVE REFUSED TO DO. WE HAVE DONE IT NOW, AND WE ARE WILLING 

TO HAVE A CEASE FIRE AND WE ARE WILLING TO HAVE AN INDOCHINA 

CONFERENCE AND WE ARE WILLING TO EXCHANGE PRISONERS AND WE 

ARE WIL ING TO MAKE A FAIR POLITICAL SETTLEMENT. NOW THE 

POLITIC L SETTLEMENT HAS TO BE MADE, WE THINK, BY THE PEOPLE 

VIETNAM, NOT BY THE UNITED STATES OR NOT BY 

IANS OR NOT BY THE CHINESE, BUT BY THE PEOPLE IN SOUTH VIETNAM. 

MR. CALI. HISTORY HAS SHOWN, MR. SECRETARY, THAT 

ES A CEASE FIRE WHICH IS EXPECTED TO BE JUST A PRELUDE 

TO A PO ITICAL SETTLEMENT, WINDS UP REALLY BEING THE 

SETTLEMFNT BECAUSE THERE IS NO SETTLEMENT AFTERWARDS. WON"T 

THERE B~ A RISK OF' THIS IN VIETNAM? IN OTHER WORDS, WON"! THIS 

I 



PER HAP LEAD TO A KIND OF DIVISION OF THE LAND, A PARTITION? 

SEC ETARY ROGERS: WELL, IT COULD, BUT PRESIDENT NIXON HAS 

MADE 1 CLEAR THAT THAT IS NOT WHAT ~E WANT. WE WANT 

A POLl SETTLEMENT THAT WILL LAST. NOW IF THAT IS WHAT 

YOU HA AND THAT IS ALL YOU HAD, IT WOULDN'T LAST, IT 

WOULDN'T BE PERMANENT. HE WANTS A PERMANENT PEACE IN THE 

AREA. HE HAS MADE HIS PROPOSAL. THE WORLD IS BEHIND IT. 

THE ON Y BLOCK NOW, THE ONLY STUMBLING ~LOCK IS HANOI ITSELF. 

IF THE AGREE TO DISCUSS THESE MATTERS IN PRIVATE 

SF-SSIOS WITH US WE THINK IT IS POSSIBLE TO WOqK OUT A 

PEACEF~ SETTLEMENT. 
I 

MR. iSCALI: HANOI, OF COURSE, KEEPS SAYING THAT PRESIDENT 

THIEU ~ND VICE PRESIDENT KY AND THE PREMIE~ MUST GO IF 

THERE ~S TO BE ANY KIND OF POLITICAL SETTLEMENT. WE OF COURSE 

HAVE CqNSISTENTLY DECLINED TO ALLOW THEM TO DECIDE 

WHO SHqULD RULE IN SOUTH VITNAM. IS THERE ANY POSSIBILITY AS 
, 

YOU SE~ IT THAT PRESIDENT HIEU OR VICE PRESIDENT KY THEMSELVES, 
I 

VOLUNT~RILY, AS A STEP TOWARD PEACE, OR ANY OTHER REASON, 

MIGHT ~OLUNTARILY AGREE TO STEP DOWN? 
I 

SEC~ETARY ROGERS: NO, WE DON'T THINK SO. BUT WE HAVE SAID FROM 
I 

THE BE~INNING THAT ANY SOLUTION THAT IS ~IORKED OUT BY 

THE PE~PLE IN SOUTH VIETNAM IS ACCEPTABLE TO THE UNITED STATES. 

WE THI K THE BEST' WAY TO DETERMINE WHAT THE PEOPLE WANT 
IS BY HE ELECTIVE PROCESS, BUT WE ALSO RECOGNIZE THAT IF SOME 

OTHER OLUTION COULD BE WORKED OUT THAT WAS FAIR, THAT WOULD 

BE ACC~PTABLE TO US. WE THINK THE BEST SOLUTION IS AN ELECTION. 

BUT THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE ARE PREPARED TO TALK, THE PRESENT 

GOVERN ENT IS PREPARED TO TALK TO THE OTHER SIDE ABOUT A POLITICAL 
SOL un 

MR. ETERSON: SECRETARY LAIRD,WE HAVE BEEN HOPING THAT THE 

SOVIET WOULD PUT SOME PRESSURE ON HANOI TO GET THEM TO GO ALONG 

WITH TIS. ISN· T THERE REASON TO BELIEVE NOW THAT PERHAPS 

THE SO lETS DON'T HAVE THAT MUCH INFLUENCE IN HANOI? 



. . 

SECrETARY LAIRD: NO, I DON°T BELIEVE THAT CAN BE ASSUMED. 

THE SO lET UNION STILL IS THE MAJOR SUPPLIER OF NORTH VIETNAM. 

EIGHTY PERCENT OF THE TONNAGE, THE SUPPLIES GOING INTO NORTH 

, IF THEY ARE USED IN THIS WAR EFFORT, ARE SUPPLIED BY 

lET UNION. I HAVEN"T SEEN ANY EVIDENCE THAT THE SOVIET 

UNION AS EXERTED ANY GREAT DEGREE OF INFLUENCE ON HANOI AS OF 

ACCEPT FOR DISCUSSION PURPOSED THE PRESIDENT·S FIVE-

POINT EACE PROPOSAL. I THINK THEY COULD HAVE SUqSTANTIAL INFLUENCE 

ON HAN I. (END EXCERPTS) 
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