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Hanoi A~isinterprets U.S. 0pJnion 
IC the North Viet.namese be· 

licve they are gaining ax;. ad­
vantage by rejecting outright 
President Nixon's peace offer 
and that he will he compelled, 
between now and the con­
gressional cle-ctions on Nov. :1, 
to modify his proposals to sat­
isfy his adversaries, they arc 
making C;. big mistake. 

Doubtless Hanoi feels that 
Nixon cannot do anything but 
accept unconditionally the 
various ideas-which amount 
virtuaJly to complete surren­
der-heretofore advanced by 
the Communists at the Paris 
negotiations. 

It is, however, significant 
that the White House yester­
day not only declined to ac­
cept as final North Vietnam's 
rejection of the Nixon propos­
als but expressed a helief that 
Hanoi "should and will contin­
ue to examine them." News­
men further were informed 
that the United States would 
keep the President's propos-

• als on the bargaining table 
in Paris and try to use them 
as a basis for getting discus­
sions moving. 

A White House spokesman 
said the other side is engaged 
in "the traditional bargaining 
technique of rejecting our pro­
posals immediately" but that 
"we feel they will continue to 
look at It" 

This means that between 
now and Nov. 3 the United 
States will he talking about 
the "expectation" of further 
discussions, while the North 
Vietnamese will continue balk­
ing because of the mistaken 
theory that a change in the 
proposals Is logical for the 
admiDlslratioo to make In or-

rler to win favor before the 
elections. 

What perhaps isn't recog­
nized in Hanoi is that thl' 
American people today are far 
more united behind the Prc~j 
dent's plan for peace in Viet 
nam tl1an they have been for 
other proposals in the last 
several years. 

American troops continue- to 
he gradually withdrawn, but 
the South Vietnam ... still will 
be assisted to some extent so 
that they can maintain a de­
fense of their country. Mean­
time, prosecution of the war 
will be an expensive operation 
for North Vietnam and its 
allies_ 

In another year Or two 
South Vietnam will have 
strengtitened its position mili· 
tartly so that it can wilhstand 
incursions from the north even 
without a substantial number 
of American troops within its 
borders. 

It could happen, therefore, 
that immediately after the 
congressional elections here 
the North Vietnamese will 
wake up to find that the Unit­
ed States hasn't budged in its 
position. They then might 
come to understand why, if 
they continue to reiect the 
peaeo proposals, tbey will he 
mer e J y committing thcm w 

selves to a lengthy war with 
the South Vi€tnamcse in which 
the United States will he fur­
nishing support for some time 
to come. 

The United States isn't going 
to change its stand between 
now and the elections and cer­
tainly there will be no political 
reason for doing so after Nov. 
3. The statement made by the 

White House yesterday indi­
cates clearly that the United 
Stales will krcp on pressing 
for poracc and the necessity for 
full dis(1JSsion of HI(' Nixon 
proposals no. matter how oftl'n 
the Norlh VI('tnnmc!'(' ;-;ay they 
are "rejecting" c\'erythmg. 

The North Viclnam('sc may 
Illink they arr gOing Lo (on'\! 
Ihe Pniu:~d ~tHt('S to 3tlTTl'n­

der in Vietnilm or to mak£' 
furt~r concessions hcrorc the 
congr('ssimwl elections, but 
they {'virlcntly do not know 
American srnLiment. Th(' f('pl­
ing among fhl! JX"oplc now IS 
that the ndministration h;ts. 
made a sincere and con.<.;II"II('­
live atlempt. to end the W(lI", 

and tbl.!' North Vietnamcsf' an'" 
hurting their case by refusing 
to talk "houl the propos,d ... 
that have been rnad(~. 111c <lrI· 
ministr;ltion, Iherc(orp. \AlII 
ke<>p on asking at Pints for 
more discussions of its pi:," 

Also, ~,in("{' tile Unit I'rj :\~. 
tions is meeting ~lIld a numher 
of con{cr('nr~s hd w{'('n In ;1j1J1' 

powers will bf> goi.ng on (fIr thf! 
next few wcpk!1,\ the chancrs 
are t.here will l)t' no ('h;:lngl~ in 
lhe Ampric:ln pi<m [(WlwaC'" 

The North Victnam(',-;p \\ ill 
find oul niter dection day Ih.:ll 
they gain('d nflthing hy rf'Jed· 
ing the American piau ;Hld IIv 
r('fusing to initiate (urtill'r nf" 
gotintions. 

Il may well be said t Ii:II, for 
all practical purpo!>('~, any im­
portant ;).("tion will Iw P/)~t­
poned until after Ih(' 1'1('t'llOn. 
The Ameriran ":OVl'flltnf'nt 

might then consifkr ('fln('\'''' 
sions of some kind if II "f' 
comes appnrent that tllf' North 
Vielnamese arc gcnuinf'ly in­
terested in doing the same 
thing. 
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