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S A I G O N  - BECAUSE VIETNAM HOLDS NO SENTIMENTAL ATTRACTION 

FOR ME, I WAS LOOKING FOR CHANGES D U R I N G  T H I S  THIRD T R I P  OF 

MINE AND NOT HOPING TO FIND THINGS AS THEY WERE WHEN I F I R S T  

SAW THE COUNTRY SIX YEARS AGO.  I DISLIKED BEING HERE IN 1 9 6 4 ,  

THOUGH THE MOOD OF THE AMERICAN COMMUNITY, DIPLOMATS AND 

REPORTERS, WAS BUOYANT THEN. MEN WHO WERE OTHERWISE COMPETENT 

AND RATIONAL SEEMED TO REGARD THE WAR AS A N  EXALTED GAME I N  

WHICH ONE SIDE - CALLED THE VIETCONG - MADE FURTIVE MOVES WE 

TRIED TO PARRY. THAT MEN OCCASIONALLY GOT KILLED HEIGHTENED 

THE SENSE OF ADVENTURE. BUT I F  ONE WERE NOT EXHILARATED 

BY TRAMPING THROUGH RICE FIELDS OR SURVEYING THE R A I N  FOREST 

FROM THE OPEN DOOR OF A HELICOPTER GUNSHIP, THEN THE WAR COULD 

ONLY BE STUPID AND SAD. 

I LEFT AFTER 14 MONTHS, A N D  WHEN I RETURNED IN 1968, \ 

THE EBULLIENCE WAS GONE. BY THAT TIME THE ENEMY HAD BECOME 

CHARLEY, AND HE HAD SHAKEN OUR SELF-ESTEEM WITH THE D A R I N G  

AND FORCE OF HIS TET OFFENSIVE. TO DRIVE HIS FEW LAST SNIPERS 

FROM THEIR PERCHES IN SCHOOLS AND PAGODAS,  WE WERE BOMBING 

WHOLE C I T l E S  TO RUBBLE, A N D  IT M A Y  HAVE BEEN THEN THAT 

THE FEAR AND CONTEMPT OUR SOLDIERS FELT FOR THE 

VIETNAMESE MERGED WITH A DEEP FRUSTRATION A N D  PRODUCED THE 

FURY THAT MADE PINKVILLE POSSIBLE. PXNKVILLE A N D  THE OTHER 
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SAIGON - BECAUSE VIETNAM HOLDS NO SENTIMENTAL ATTRACTION 

FOR ME, I WAS LOOKING FOR CHANGES DURING THIS THIRD TRIP OF 

MINE AND NOT HOPING TO FIND THINGS AS THEY WERE WHEN I FIRST 

SAW THE COUNTRY SIX YEARS AGO. I DISLIKED BEING HERE IN 1964, 

THOUGH THE MOOD OF THE AMER leAN COMMUNITY, DIPLOMATS AND 

REPORTERS, WAS BUOYANT THEN. MEN WHO WERE OTHERWISE COMPETENT 

AND RATIONAL SEEMED TO REGARD THE WAR AS AN EXALTED GAME IN 

WHICH ONE SIDE ~ CALLED THE VIETCONG - MADE FURTIVE MOVES WE 

TRIED TO PARRY. THAT MEN OCCASIONALLY.GOT KILLED HEIGHTENED 

THE SENSE or ADVENTURE. BUT IF ONE WERE NOT EXHILARATED 

BY TRAMPING THROUGH RICE FIELDS OR SURVEYING THE RAIN FOREST 

FROM THE OPEN DOOR OF A HELICOPTER GUNSHIP, THEN THE WAR COULD 

ONL Y BE STUP ID AND SAD. 

\ I LEFT AFTER 14 MONTHS, AND WHEN I RETURNED IN 1968, 

THE EBULLIENCE WAS GONE. BY THAT TIME THE ENEMY HAD BECOME 

CHARLEY, AND HE HAD SHAKEN OUR SELF-ESTEEM WITH THE DARING 

AND FORCE OF HIS TET OFFENSIVE. TO DRIVE HIS FEW LAST SNIPERS 

FROM THEIR PERCHES IN SCHOOLS AND PAGODAS, WE WERE BOMBING 

WHOLE CITiES TO RUBBLE, AND IT MAY HAVE BEEN THEN THAT 

THE FEAR AND CONTEMPT OUR SOLDIERS FELT FOR THE 

VIETNAMESE MERGED WITH A DEEP FRUSTRATION AND PRODUCED THE 

FURY THAT MADE PINKVILLE POSSIBLE. PINKVILLE AND THE OTHER 
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Continued from pa3e 14 
atrocities that took only two 
or three lives and went unrea 

ported. 
Now I am here again, and 

aU I find on all sides is hope­
lessness. I almost said de&­
pair. but that suggests a 
measure of energy. This is a 
listless and somnambulant 
absence of hope. OUr men, 
when they fight at aU, are 
fighting dinlts now, and near­
ly all Vietnamese qualify' as 
dlnks. Mostly we are trying tn 
keep American casualties low. 
and that may be the only goal 
on wbich tlte high command 
and the infantryman can still 
agree. And that infantryman 
Is not Special Forces any 
more; he doesn't claim that 
anythin& about him is speeIat; 
He is a ..... t. ,.. a grunt ~ 
~ blmseIf on bls situoO 
ation with pot or a peace 
symbol or by absenting blm­
self from the W8£ altogether. 

"One of my men went 
AWOL tn Saigon for 80 
days" an American field com-

• "Wh Mander complained. en 
he came back, the court­
martial board gave him a sen­
tence of two months, 8U8~ 
pended. 11tat's not such a 
bad trade, is it? Three months 
in Saigon for two months 
suspended. It'. the same with 
marijuana cases. I don't even 
try tn punjsh them any more. 
You get a lot of young cap­
tains and majors on the board, 
and they identify with the 
defendant, not the Army." 

Men of the COIIU1IIIIIMlers 
age take this change In w1ues 
u·.a ttu'eat to them &lid to 
tbeIr country: But If _. III 

ln8UtutIon needed d.I"!!nII 
and self-critiCIsm it'ra the 
Army. The disturbing aspect 
tn Vietnam. after aU, has not 
been the occasional smaU 
mutiny but the regular obedi­
ence tn murderous orders. 

,.. for changes in the indi­
vidual soldi ..... that same com­
mander admitted that whne 
he wu home on leave last 
Christmas he had trouble get­
ting through tn !lis own chil­
dren. And I remembered a 
few days ago someth\DK 
o.:vid Halberstam once wrote 
-that a smIor officer In die 

U.S. miSSion who wanted to 
discredit him put out a stnry 
that Halberstam had wept at 
the sight of dead bodies. 
Seven years pass, and a man 
like Ronald Ridenhour, whose 
co....... forced the My1ai in· 
vestilation, can say willwut 
~ that lie lias 
1RI!t1R.1be.D-ofdeath. 
It is one difference in atti­
tude that I find no reason 
tn regret. 

In fact, by this time we 
seem tn be realizing that the 
villains responsible for Amer­
ica's mistakes in Vietnam at'e 
not individuals but traits of 
cbaraeter, and that often our 
own best qualities have 
turned against us on foreign 
soil. Our national optimism, 
celebrated from Ellis Island 
tn Cape Kennedy, betrayed 
us here. ·Our impatience gave 
us every convenience .of 
American life and guaranteed 
that we would lose. Even 
hard work, the noblest ex­
pression In our lexicon, has 
failed us in Vietnam. 

I think of Genet"al West­
moreland's responding tn 
every setback by adding tn 
the duty hours of his mell 
until finaUy the Americans 
were sitting at, empty desks 
next to silent telephones 
while their VietDamese coun­
terparts went boou! to eat 
and sleep and try to live noi" 
many. In "Animal Fann," 
Orwell dealt affectionately 
with Horse and hi. convietiOD 
that success must come 4f 
only he worked . harder; 
There was gaUantry to Horse, 
along with bis blind spota. 
But of course be went to tile 
knacker's In the end. 

I F the Americans are somber 
and tired. I find fewer changes 
among the Vietnamese, who 
were sick of the war when It 
was still a novelty for us. In 
the spring of 1965. I watched 
while a tribe of hill people 
near Kontum trudged away 
from their vlUage to escape 
the American bombing. They 
arrived at a refugee camp to 
be handed a blanket and 
given a lecture by a Vietna­
mese officer on the evUs of 
Communism. Their races were 
impassive then, and 0Ye\" the 
countryside they are no more 
animated now. FaJ;mt!I"S· ar· "*'....,._ oc:aro8It ~., 

army truc1:s k,:c~ ~::-::~-. ,-,:": 
the ro.::,!. T:;c cL:,;;-~~~ \:" .. '.. 
and ~hu·.i.; e.( Y :;':;t<.~ '"Cr.... 1.. •• ;; 

Fr('ac~1 for ~<::..lf;Y ri~;;-Jt u:) lv 
Dienbicp.p:1~;. 

M:any vili;~~:c::; i-i,lve C,-,;~;;~ ... -

nD.l tclcvi!)io;~ s..:t~; ;i.('r,': c' 
n:ccivc P(op;).~:a:1.~;\ hr~(~c. ~ ,_-; 
f.'c.n the·Govi.'n-, •. )c;:~ .J.,-. (> ... 
r.1C:ios. so it r.:~~y ::;:: t;';;., l:' . .: 
oid woman ;'lI.K:~cd 0\'\..1" ;,,! 
the rice paddy ;Ii);)j'ec;~;k::-; '.(;­
d,ay the dir~cr(:n(..:c, ~:_"\-",,:<.:("j 
tnc Commun;:it <ll1Q t!.:; • ~'d~ 
worlds. She may now t~ ... ;:;;(: 
to tell-us six year.:; a[;~, ~:;c 

could not-::he h~tcd \\':-:'.\.1':: 

soldier:; of coioni:li I:-~c.(:cc 
from self.sacrific:nb w!l:'.{; ;:.J­
lies sent by the U:i~itC""J SLt~(~·~, 

in 1Q:;,:, I :.3.W I'.;;,,,r:c,m 
Pi1uLS br:u1di::hing .. ;:;t~jls ~o 

kccY) Vi;;t;"j~mcsc troop:; frGr.1 
swdmplnz their hcl;c0i.J'Las ;':. 
th..::y tried io CSC:lpC fro;" 2-
remote jun;~~c c;1r,-;.p. 'l·;·.;.~ 
same yc;)r t:-":.c cor~l;-;\ar.'_:,,,:r -.;:" 
a Sou:.h V;ctna;rlC:'.: . \~ :'1/ 
tr;-:;'~::,;; centcr told i:.e 

W:':' ·,teG to ~d .'r't:\~ ni;-'.>l~) -
r.et;.vers fer ;.;~ {(':':ruit.; ;,:': 
could r.ot; til,:y u:.ed t~·,c; fl.:, :,­
;::'~;;.'; as \.'ov;::r to nm .\.:.:::. 
T;d:~ini: Wllh ::;(,:.::,1 v,,~;; .. ~­
rr.C!lC o;;ic~r$ tk,; til'-Ie, 1 ''-:,~,~ 

it is no b~ttcr. "~IC y()UI.;~ ;::vl 

themselves to;d <JL.J~Ii. t;:..;::­
plans for clc;;,:n.i:lJ v' il,ll ;. 
lac!" of disac:..ior:. th=.t SU,'­

priscd me. 
It may be u I;;:.:rt .::.' IL.! 

psychology of war th;-.~ tilt: 
sense of iutili;.y ~bOll:G ~2 ,,0 

stron6 ~u~t now, \vh.-m :: .. :;L' 
has been little fightin;;fG!-"':_ v­
crnl mOi1ths. Ouly 3 few ~~"ltO .. 
American o:'fici:,.!:'; :..ir.:! U:~;.--: ~ 
heart frorn the b1L ~~-:- ,'y 
quote Pre;.;iGcl.t ~:;r;.~.'e"-I .1./.,::. 
Thieu as prcc;i(:.i.i:'.;-, tJ·!~.t \/;=:i.­
nam is (lUG for an c;-;·_,;:~·_·_-.: 
period tJ,at Yliil ::...:! [.L:t;.( ,­
peace nor V/ ... r. GraC:l~._~'I:y t·· ..... 
Co.umun;st truups wi!l \: ... .1 

their J.tt~.ckJ ;.!nu "i~ ... h:..:­
away. It is a L1.cory f~,l():C< 
by Henry cab(l~ Lod::c, ~.;~d ~t 
win be more P::W:i,o!e 0:1 t!:c 
GUy the fj;;h~i;.:; \"Iit:;f,:j:; fu<­
thcr oway th~(. Cam;:cd . .:!, 

Perhaps Prc5id,:nt Tl;il:~ i:c­
Ecvcs his n:J~;:;u:~nCJ:;, :-:..: 

remains an cni~;r..a i0 "~'" 
though 1 iliiOl:t !tc ur.u..:r­
stands the !S:iencan fiicn­
t:.lity very W.fa a:od pla~'~ 
adroitly O;J. our prid~' aLt: 

r.ont.inued on OOr'E? If) 
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Continued from page 15 
guilt. He heads the 12th or 
13th government 1 have seen 
installed in Saigon. and is not 
the worst of chief c:,ccutivcs, 
a distinction held by Nguyen 
Khanh. On the other hoood. 
the Vietnamese are still wait­
ing for a Premier or President 
they can call 1:.'1eir best. 

At the U.S. Embassy. Thicu 
enjoys the complete confi­
dence of Ambassador Ells­
worth Bunkei"". and for the 
last three years that support 
has been worih $750-million 
annually in aid to the South 
Vietnamese Government. QD. 
his recent trip to Sail:'orl, Vlct!, 
President Agnew reportedly 
promised to raise t11at "mount 
by - S150-million. With each 
new withdrawal of U.S. 
trOO:>5 Thicu can be expectcc:i , , . . 
to rcqucs-t still ,more ald. and 
tllc inclination 01\ the crnbass)r 
is to recomnlCnd giving it to 
him. 
7"\) 
~~UT democracy as exCD1" 

piified by Thleu's Gover".ment 
has shortcomings that an: 
hard to disguise, a c1rc,":m M 

st~nce that leads ranking 
AmeriC1n officials here to un· 
usual lengt.l-J.s in t..;eir at­
tempts at justif:catiGn. The 
embassy has become tl',e best 
place in Vietnam these days 
to hear about lapses in the 
American system, nppa:cntly 
on the theory that they rnal<c 
Thicu's regime more accept­
able. 

The mention of pa::;t elec­
tion irrcf1ularitlcs hrin~;u C H;' 
ninder u from an J ••• l;": .... ic,n. 
cinlom.a~ of th? eg .. :.'.~jO:y; 
frauds in southern n::noh:. 
Street demonst.ratio.'ls Zj;;!;nst 
Thieu? Certainly. but c.;:.;:;.:>:;:!('~· 
how anootbly the SaizoD po-­
lice have dispersed the crowds 
with niuatsticks and tear gas. 
No Ke~t State tragedy. the 
im1')~ication :-uns. in the Re­
public of Vietnam. And it W.<iS 
briefings by the embassy t.h~tt 
produced .t.~ose baffli:.g stories 
you read it few weeks .ago in 
which' a. large vot~ m the 
senatorial election:; forThieu's 
most virulent pol:tk;:.i ene­
mies became a trh!j;~:;h for 
rum. 

Amah leavin6: the em:':'~ssy 
could be forgiven for b,:!;ev­
ing that the war was WO~l ar:.d 
a gclccn age under way m 
Vietnam. Bwt pcrc.aps even 
President Thicu does not cn~ 

tircly subscribe to that bright 
3l:iSes.sment. l1u:rc is a rumor, 
for example. that he has 
bought a million-GolJar villa 
in Switze:-1and. a f'...harge 
which Thieu attributes to the 
malice of his Vice President 
and deni •• with perfect bland­
ness. "How could I afford a 
vi1la like th~t on my salary?" 
he asked an in~erviewer. "I 
would have to be taking 
Government money." 

"Is it true that Thieu has 
bought a villa?" I asked a 
knowledgeable Vietnamese 
friend. 

,j(t (,:'";$' .... l mJ.tter if It's 
trll'~." ;lI." answered. "Every­
(,n~ believes d. Thal's what 
l:I.:~tf:S." 

His ;·,llif."!s would say it is 
only L~.i: unpr..::dictability of 
1::,~ 1~: 'k:k~ns th::t causes 
~;·-:-c):J.c.'.t Tnieu to plan ahead. 
S:;j::c t;,.~ election of 1~S4. the 
V:·.~t:i:-.i.~' :-:;e have learned to 
r-' C':':::;'-lrc lime by the four-year 
t .. ::r::.s- u: U.S. !.""7esiGcnts. Lyn­
(Lm JO:,I.11S0n rC:~lforced the 
t:~;1~~cncJ two YC3TS ago when 
h·:; rc;r.;0vea hir~s~lf as a can­
G:;J,:~e for re-e:ectlon and 
crlJ.n.c~;: an t.-"e equations 
herr!. :-.~ow the Vietnamese 
p::·E~;c.~{js fix thejr eyes on 
1372. L' Victna:r,ization ap­
pears 1::> be faitcrinr.;, th(;y 
C)::").::-::~ J. h;..;.sty !.8\tlcmcnt in 
h\rb th:lL will s.::c Mr. Nixon 
ti1i."OlJgh his re-eIection cam­
pai'.-.r~. 

I'''W<! (~fj 1;Ot (;:~:.'~;d him to 
~nc .. ~nc·:: his ? .... ·.I:..;CC1~ rU~I.1l'e 
1,/r v:~~ ... ,:;ll J'" f'.id!!!Cllt 
JO!;"fl<~'.;n ,:\1,.<. .' 'Il Viet-
1Ji....J,',c:;:) :J.:ic. "',-:-~-_,; • ...: ','.-::; LC a 
c..:;:;.L" 

For r(';';SCl1S i 'Niii U,·;;>~ ,0, 
I toon't :;;':i.·2..!. bi.:'~ i ",yi;:';l"', I d;G. 
The Vietna:nese ~: ~ s;::'!e:1ciid 
at inmgue. an art der:icd to 
most Arncrican:i. and if they 
are predicting betrayal by the 
United States, it means they 
nave calcu~~ted what they 
would uo were they us. Over 
t.he years 1 l.J.ve heard many 
Vict~-.a~·· .~ ; .. ::-:;:; ...... !Jii ·t:.c:n. 
"mer in,/J.:·,"::jjy it \'/olold have 
"been snart at C1C time to 
do so. 
~ C-' 
··.AI • 
~\/ ... .:,.ISTH.C':;T :.,; utir intcl1· 
tions h.~s (.:,·n: .... ;:;u:('ri to the 
fCl~!;1';'; ·1.· .. · .I:;t A~.·."r;c:l th:1t 
is rh,:;.;"." Ill'':'':. '{";,e ;,l1t:.~onism 
will u: ,-IF);; t certainly get 
VlOl·S ..... , since it h;ves South 

Vi(!tn:;TI1 its I)::e 5.:.-.lbiaT'll::e of 
politiC.l1 unity: ~.:..'" tea C.a:-l 
blame the A~·r,(":·;,:: .. ~l.'; for &et~ 
ting ·Vid-r.ar;: int:. this T.1CS::; 
while tht: ri~ht c.3.stiga-w5 us 
for t...-yL1g to get ours~lves 
out. 

Tl"'Jis Li a ohan,1c. this idcn­
tifyin.!.'; of the United States 
as the .r:rlncipill enCf:.1Y. In 
1004, soda lists and tiberi:l Is 
in Sa160n knew dj~rercntly. 
The Communist blood!etti.lf,S 
of 1954. tho retribution nr;:->.ill. t 
tens of thousands of North 
VietnamL'se who h~d OPP05L'J 
the revolulion* was fresher in 
GIeIr aiIndIt.""Jfow eYIIftlie HUe _an ~ two yan l\IO have 
DOt .......... the f_ of Cqat­....... ' . tat pre¥aIk!d six 
yeaN . ..,. TIle people are tired;'1D the _ of peace 
they. are ~.to take areat ...... ." .' .. 

AJIoo • fIIcIIor Is the whole 
of people 

Ilnln­
elden' 

to do, kiD 
people? 1m­

was the reply 
of' Mien Due TIraDg, a 24-
year-old -. ..... when 1 
tried to fiIId outt.. the pros­
pect of a vietory "by Hanoi 
alarmed him. "ROaIan Catho­
lics III Soudl Vietoam are ob­
seoIed by c-mUDlsm." be 
added. "It Is !heir DlIhtmare." 

. Among CadloIlca fIIemseIvea 
there Is. Iesa unItY lMn ever 
before. Ngo 'Colla ·nac Is a 
Dep1ll;y In Ibe ,NatIOoa' As­
-.bIy and the'pubIIsher of 
'lin Saq. or JoIorIIIIIc News. 
Que .. _ ot*'L~ 
WIcM tor ~ '1fitb. chwal of U.s ......... bi· 
WiINI talblN4 J. sataon .. .tile _ rilC'.B,e.1s a 
c.tboHc. In fda q_ 

. On Ilia oIfIte. ~ Que has 
tIIIIiked • poetef. elwn to him 
by ~ AugusWs 
IIawIdIIS of CaIItonda. It con­
truts the m81IoDs of tons of "'*'" dropped on V~ by AaMrIc:an pIaus' wItb ·the 
far aaaIJer amount of .......... 
... .fIred by Ibe Cemmu­
..... ""rbe bloodbath lanow." 
tb& poster ..,.. 

TIle link between peace 
~ In the Unilled State. and __ In /lIIIeOII.1I new to 
_ and 1IiWII, the lndItfer-

Continued on page 17 



Cont{nued from page l6 
€..ce to Vietnam's future that 
underties mudl of the antiwar 
sentiment in America, it 
strikes me as strange. Five 
years ago, there was no co-­
operation at all. An aide to 
an antiwar Senator in Wash­
ington did ask a few Ameri­
can reporters to pass on infor­
mation about the war that 
was oot getting int., their 
papers. But I doubt he had 
any lBkers. At the time, his 
llUggestion seemed vaguely 
underl>anded. And editorial 
censorship In the United 
States has never been a prob­
lem In this war. 

Now the reverberations that 
a New York peace group can 
set off among dissident fac­
tion. in Saigon have alarmed 
the Thieu Governmellt eoough 
that visa procedures have 
been c.1Ianged to permit 
stricter control over tourists. 
" Thieu can help it, there will 
be no more participation by 
American clergymen in sai­
gon street demonstrations. 

Exactly how repressive 
Thleu'. Government has be­
come surprised me, ·1 thlllk 
because reporters now take 
for granted the arbitrary ar­
rests and minor injustices. 
There is no 10llger the sense 
of outrage, either· here or In 
the United States, that pre­
ceded the overthrow of Diem. 
To be fair, blabmt as they 
are, ltIe provocatiOlla are DOt 
so widespread, either. 

I SPENT mud! of this trip 
talking with 1bieu's political 
opposition. I suppose 1 was 
hoping again to· find evidence 
of that elusive third force, 
aDd I declded once more, re­
IucUilltly as ever, that no 
effective liberal center exists 
between Thieu aDd Ky aDd 
the Communists. 

Thieu may have IlO popular 
following; neither do IIis 0p­
ponents. United, perMps. 
these rapga and remnants 
could fonn a majority,: but 
they are content to remain a 
collection 01 minorities. All 
the same, I found sometidng 
admirable in the Tran Ngoc 
Liengs, die Vu Villi Maus, the 
Madames Ngo Ba ThaDb .... 1 
Kleu MOIlg Tho. 

They are all trYIng to be­
lieVe that Vietnam can stake 
out a mlddle ground between 
Communlanl and the Govern-

ment, and in their dark and 
ugly villas. hunched forward 
?" red plastic coudles, 19nor­
lDg the weak tea cold in their 
cups, they talk by the hour of 
SOCial justice and true democ­
racy In a future as remote to 
me as an opium dream. 

Many of them have gone to 
prison for that dream. Mrs. 
Thanh waa jailed twice by 
Nguyen cao Ky, the second 
time serving 26 months on a 
charge that Dever had to be 
specified since she was never 
given a trial. The young song 
writer, Thang, was jailed this 
year by a military court for 
hi. afJtiwar sentiments. "U 1 
did not take a humorous view 
of life," he told me, "I could 
be bitter." 

Huyen Tan Man, head of 
the student union at Saigon 
University, served five and a 
balf months before political 
pressures got him freed, at 
least temporarily. "All presi­
dents of the student ·union 
are sent to jal~" he said. "It's 
a tradition. fJ But, lacking 
Thang's humor, he promises 
to be bitter for a long time. 

Pet1taps it was the days 
spent with these idealists and 
malcontents that brought me 
at last to correct my feelings 
about die Vietnamese. They 
are not a people who make 
themselves easy to like, for 
they can be aloof. stiff­
necked, pretentious. Their cui­
t.ure, on which the Vietnamese 
set great ltore, has been Inac­
cessible to me from the start. 
The . glissando to their musle 
strikes my ear like the worry­
ing of a loose tooth. The lit­
erature, at least in transla­
tion, is the gossamer th.t 
used to be oaUed shop-girl 
fare before Western girl. 
moved on to the hard stuff. 
Traditional Vietnamese paint­
ing derives heavily frem 
China and India; modern art 
Is fake Buffet. Or so It 
seemed to me. 

But 50-year-old politicians 
.till signing petitions an<l 
writing monographs reminded 
me of die resilience at the 
base of this society so ap­
parently drained and vul­
nerable. Two years ago 1 saw 
the same trait in the residents 
of Hue as they rose at dawn 
to rebuild their stores and 
homes. I would baWl under-· 

stood lethargy or days gIVen 
to complaints and rage. 

The army officers also 
gained my respect as never 
before, but the answer for 
that was not hard to find. 
Always before 1 seemed to 
find myself talking with men 
who had first joined the army 
during the French rule. They 
bad made a conscious de­
cision to ally themselves with 
the coloniafists against the 
liberation movement of their 
own people. Such men are 
Thieu and Ky and most others 
of their age. For every one 
who saw the dangers of the 
Vletminll, who sensed that 
Communism would not pr0-
vide the future they wanted, 
there were many more who 
went along with France be­
cause It seemed the easier 
way. Wbo can presume to 
judge those men, acting as 
they did from a variety of 
motives and family responsi­
bilities? But It has been hard 
to feel muoh admiration for 
them. -

This time I met captains, 
majors and colonels who 
graduated from officers' can­
dida:(' school «frcr 1:;:).1, ,\f\('r 
Ihl.' partition uf tl~,· COti,!,:-' 

'J'hl'~,e are career :.,!ll:hir:-: \.';:1 

:Irc not thin:~in~ cf \iC:.t'i(>,;;, 

though an occ<.Isi0nal n\f'I"~~L:.r 
of their r:mks will won,!,., 
aloud whcth:~r 11 .. ', \.');), h.lS:l't 
allied him:;L'lf :.l!::;i!L< ti,e ill­
tcrests of hi:: ll .. ,o;i!e. But l;l~ 

others still speak 0: patridto 

ism and love \)[ country, aiiJ 
when lllt:y do, their words ~\,.l 

not echo with the ring of :l 
cash n~gistcr, 

"r" 
:~, ALSO re::'j)(J;-:d to rb0 
ercJwing rcalizaL);l, at lc;;:.t 
amor.g the univ,'r,c,ity oitd­

dcn:s, t!":at, wh3h"vcr the fu­
ture of Victn;tm, U-.ry fme;t 
bc,1r the re~po(.:)ibjlity. Six 
yca':"s <11;0. <lurjn~, the ('on­
tinual .shuff1in~ or govern­
ments, J. Victnar.H:se jot:r­
na1is! CO'Jld say to rote: "TIw 
United States mw,t tJ.l;:(~ us 
over. You must establish a 
leader and insist we fullow 
hir!'l. \Ve can never do it OUf-
selves." 

"No," I assured hi:-n, "that 
is not the American w.:::,'." 
Ar.d besiGcs, I said, we !-:,lVC 
only 20,000 troops in Viet· 

Continued on page 18 
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Continued from page 17 
nam. which IS not enougn to 
enforce our will if we wished 
to try. 

Six months later. 100.000 
American soldiers had landed 
in Vietnam and Mars'hal Ky 
was firmly in command. 

Few of the younger gencra~ 
tion, boys and girls who were 
14 and 15 during my first 
stay. would make that plea 
today. Now they ask that we 
rid them of the Thieu Govern­
ment and let them arrive at 
their own "Vietnamese solu­
tion." This new confidence 
may be misplaced, but it ap­
peals to me. 

Though the students of 21 

and 22 were railing against 
U.S. policy. I fully expected 
thenlto have- succumbt'd by 
now to our American pop 
culture. ,Surely a country ex­
posed to a couple of mi11ion 
emissaries from America 
would have capitulated to 
cheeseburgers and Jan1es 
Brown. But the same Vlet­
namese culture I found insub­
st2ntl<".1 has kept them safe. 

They listen to rock on occa­
sion. but they prefer the bal­
,lads of their own comgosers. 
A girl may experiment with 
rr,iniskirts, but as' the time 
nears for her to marry She 
reverts to the ao dai. On the 
subject of American films, the 
young students are downright 
puritanical. They think spy 
stades like Matt Helm, James 
Bond or' Flint arc obscene. If 
,they could ban Playboy, from 
the newsstands they would. 

Prudery like theirs could be 
irritating if it weren"t bound 
up with their presentiment 
that soon they shal! be call<:d 
upon to shape their socielY. 
'!'hat docs ·l"1ot mean they ;Jrc 

try:ng: with their elders to 
forml.ilate a coh<.!rent political 
phi1osophy. These younr; Viet­
namese are not at ~1l doc­
trinaire, and 1\1urxism is only 
an exotic word to most of 
them. Rather, they seem to be 
looking' for sti'€nelh in the 
traditional values, the respect­
ed ways. Students begin their 
meetings with one of Thang's 
songs. "Sin:;i:1g from the De­
serted Rice Fields." If tr.ey 
have gatherct: outdoors, the 
boys and girls sit on the 
ground and beat the earth 
with their fists as they sing: 
Deserted land, we plow. 
Dry land, we nUrse. 

Land brings gorgeous flower •. 
Our tuture i. full. 
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I ~ear that fervor-already 
blottmg. out T!1ieu, Ky and 
the ,entIre American experi. 
ence-and I wonder if this 
new nationalism won't make 
rapprochement with the Com­
munists easier for them. They 
see at close hand the future 
exemplified by America and 
it provcs to have little ~Ilure 
for them. Should revolution 
from the North overtake them 
they have nothing to lose but 
their Hondas. 

Those motorbikes and 
cycles are everywhere now 
reminders of the economi~ 
policy two and three years 
ago, when luxury goods were 
dumped on Vietnam as a 
hedge against inflation. Re. 
frigerators, television sets 
sewing machines, Japanes~ 
and American made, were im­
ported an<! sold cheaply to 
soak up the money Amcricml 
soldiers and contractor~ were 
injecting into the economy: 
~rices have gone up all the 
same-300 per cent or more in 
five years--and the rise has led 
to new taxes to cut spending. 
Now a Honda tha t sold in 
1969 tor 30.000 piasters ($75 
at a realistic rate of exchange) 
costs four or five times- that 
amount. \Vith American 
spen~lin% inside the country 
contmulng to drop. the econ. 
omy wobbles with painful rc­
suIt, leading one U.S. official 
to commcn t: "The problem 
here isn·t military any more 
it's financial!' ' 

Saigon itself has nevet 
looked ,,!orse. It, has Sur. 
}:)<l,'J!';cd Mll<!l, :-!nd CllKtlgO 10 

ch.l!Jcnr;e Cilcutta :15 the 
.::::o.r;-.:! ... >:ly_ !J~l. r:-;,·:-~h. Dov:n­
tovJn the ". i"e(.'!'; 3.re·· ;ammrd 
.. ~:ilh n<iJgr'(', trying to ek(' 

out a livi:-," ~;-o;n the black 
nuuk{·t. ~f;>:.:k ;l~tt'r biock 
tilCY I"y r.~H rows of stolen 
'Shoes .:l!'"ld S:lmsonite luggnge 

.jinc squat ~Gwn to watch the 
Teet try to stl'~ around them. 

Painting -;} !louse or an apart­
ment would bt' a Gesture of 
confidence in the future that 
no one sccms prepared to 
make. .Waf,Is rot and peel, 
cverythmg lS ~r.J.y that is not 
black with soot. ~ajgon's last 
vir:tue, t~e .leafy trees, are 
dymg from traffic fumes. One 
by one they are sawed down 
leaving behind stumps as ra"'; 

as tho~e t;,c crippled beggars 
wave lTOr,-: t~lC:.r doorways. In 
all wca':""'1er. rain and din\" 

sun, t!1e Hondas qart. \\'~a "'~ 
and bh)w their horns. t'The\' 
want you to hit them," a Vi~t. 
namc-se girl :J.5sured me· as we 

odged tJlrough L.;c streets in 
her srnall car, tjThev think 
they can co~Iect money- if 
Y0!l: dent their fender or graze 
theIr kg." 

There is a lninor b!essino. 
Along Tudo Street business ~t 
the G.!. ilars bas begun to 
flag. ine upstairs rOoms arD 
emp~-not eIiough American 
soldiers getting to town on 
pass-ana in the :;fternoon 
gloom the bJ.r girls brood 
about their futures. One girl 
close to 30 told me she 
planned to move to a tO~'n 
where no one knew her and 
hope the size of her down' 
would compensate for her 

past and her silicone bi{~asts. 

l.7J.'..S "the time comes to 
leave, J n:.solve to make no 
more predictions about Viet. 
nam's future. My rccard 
should (:;scQuragc m,J, for 

whell I h::,ft in 1965 I thol1,~h( 

the United States must n(>~c:;. 
sadly win the war, Dcspit[> 
misgivings about American 
methods and a price 'to tJ-11: 
Victn.:tmcsl! peoplc t~1({ t 

seemed t00 high, I could not 
believe t!lat an impoverishcJ 
country of 35 mit1i(ln peop!\" 
North and South, cou1d wi:h· 
stand the bTudg~onin~! of a 
nation so much greatC'r in :;i~e 

,and money. The lessons of 
!be London Blitz had been 
lost On me, and Israel's SIX' 
Poly', War was still two years 
~. With confidence. If 
no ".eat end!usla .... I looked 
to Goliath. 

'l1Ien there was the day 
Lyndon Johnson announc:ed 
his retirement. I was back In 
Vietnam and waiting in the 
anteroom of Vice President 
Ky's oltioe; since I could not 

. bear t21e. hrOacJeut. 1 bad no 

Continued on page 19 
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idea Why Ky's bodyguards 
should begin gesticulating or 
why the Premier should ar­
rive unannounced and pre­
empt my appointment. "You 
understand, ", Ky~s secretary 
said, showing me out. "This 
is not a good morning for 
interviews." 

On tile .treet I heard what 
had happened. A little llllter, 
when Hanoi agreed to nego­
tiate, I believed the war had 
ended. By refusing General 
Westmoreland's request for 
more troops. Mr. Johnson had 
dug in his heels at last and 
was not going to be pushed 
deeper. Readhing an agree­
ment might take a dishearten­
ing length of time. and men 
would go on dying futilely, 
but a settlement would come. 

The following November, 
Ridtard Nixon was eleoted 
President. The common sense 
of concluding a pact quickly 
was so apparent to me that I 
felt no man would throwaway 
the inheritance Johnson had 
left: experienced negotiators 
at work in Paris. South Viet­
nam's leaders coerced into 
participating, an American 
opinion braced for any com­
promise tilat would end the 
war. 

On eaoh of tilose three 
occasions I could not have 
been more wrong. I misjudged 
the importance of military 
power when it is not in serv· 
ice of an idea; and I overesti­
mated the foresight of 
America's leaders, two mis­
takes I don't ~xpect to make 
again. ' 

Yet hope persists. Late as 
it is, I believe. the wisest path 
for the United States is to 
negotiate an irinnedia,te cease­
fire and a ~oalition govern­
ment. Undoubtedly it would 
be better, as Buddhist strate­
gists and the Catholic left 
suggest, to leave this agree­
ment to the Government of 
Saigon and delegates from 
the proV'isional representa1tive 
government set up by the 
Vietcong. But Thieu will not 
wiltingrly ag·ree to such talks. 
Only the United States, with 
the potent threat of cutting 
off his money. can force him 
to do so. 

Why bother? Because at 
some point after American 
troops leave Vietnam the mili­
tary situation will deteriorate 
until a negotiated settlement 

is the only solution. If, as I 
believe, that is inevitable. 
then we had better settle 
now and get the cease-fire 
that will stop the killing. But 
that is hope, not expectation. 
I no longer look for the Nixon 
Administration to risk action 
when rhetoric and prayers 
and extra dollars permit hard 
decisions to be deferred. That 
is why I don't agree with the 
Vietnamese who believe that 
Nixon will sell them out for 
the 1972 election. Drift be­
comes first a habit, then a 
policy. 

So I think we are not to 
have peace this year. The next 
best proopect is that in elec­
tions next autumn the South 
Vietnamese wilil choose Duong 
Van Minh as President, with 
a mandate to sue for an im­
mediate cease-fire. The vic .. 
tory of Vu Van Mau and his 
Senatorial siate has brought 
that prospect a little nearer. 
but I Gannot envision, try as 
I will. Nguyen Van Thieu 
voluntarily surrendering pow­
er as long as he tilinks South 
Vietnam can stay afloat an­
allier year or two. 

If I seem to be ruling out 
peace for the Vietnamese this 
year and the next and the 
next, I am sorry to say tilat 
astrologists in S'aigon agree 
witJh me. Peace will not come, 
they predict, unlY 1973. And 
even without the authority of 
the heavens, an. argument 
presents itself for that date. 
In 1973, the United States 
presence should be minimal. 
A collapse of the economy, 
the army or both would then 
force the Saigon Government 
to accept whatever peace 
terms it could get, some un­
wieldy sharing of power that 
would stop the shooting. 

For a time. Student leaders, 
the newspaper Tin Sang, the 
Buddhists, tiley proclaim their 
faith in tile ability of the 
South Vietnamese to ma-nipu­
late postwar events until they 
achieve social reform without 
Communism. The young peo­
ple trust to nationalism as 
their amulet against this for­
eign ideology. The Buddhists 
beHeve they are more cunning 
than tile Communist., tIwlt 
they unden;tand better the 
aspirations of Ilhe people. I 
neither share nor comorehend 

their confidence. 
After a period of political 

maneuver. I see the Commu­
nists consolidating their po­
sition and takillg control in 
Saigon. with force if neces­
sary. I remind myself that I 
have often been wrong, but 
never before have I had the 
stars to reckon with. 

Yes. the astrologists say. 
tile fighting will end in 1973 
just as we told you. And 
beRin aRain in 1976. • 



if!. anoi Setting Up 'Task Forces' 
J In Bid to Spur Lagging Industry 
I 

ByTADSZULC 
~tIO'IIbI ... 'l'tI:dI'1'I1I* 

WASHINGTON, Oot. 7 - new regional forces must qukk­
'Despite . increased .... mlngs Iy develop "quantltaitlvely and 
of hardshIps and sacrifices qualitatively" to "replenish the 
ahead Waohington officials say main-force army" and to "com­
North' VIetnam . appears deter- blne economic development 
mined to pdrsue the war in with the considerations of na­
South Vietnam indefinitely, at tionel defense In their Ioceli-
least until. peace settlement ties" . 
can be reached on Hanoi'. The complaints about lnade­
terms. quacy of production-and the I 

This i, the ~onc1usion drawn ra-rely sounded theme that the 
by specialists on North Viet- civilian population hungers for, 
namese affairs from the latest consumer goods-was sounded1 
pronouncements by Gov~. more recently in Nhan Dan, 
ment, military and CommunIst the COmmunist party's news-­
party figures in Hanoi as well paper, in an editorial Sept. 19. 
as from internal party debates Peopl;. Needa Are Noted 
in North Vietnam. 

The most significant new "The :rate of development. is 
-ITeM (lboerved In the North low," the newspaper SlUd, 
Vietnamese conduct of the war "compa.red to our manpower 
and management of the bat· capacity and to our supply of 
,tered eoonomy is the effort to raw materials. the needs or our 
create so~called "'ocal military people and .the export de­
task forces." These are to mands." . 
serve both as army reserves "During the first half of thiS 
and as civilian labor units work- year, the output of a number : 
jng to spur what Hanoi ac- of handicraft [industry] branch- ! 

knowledses publicly is lagging es and profetlsions in many 10-
industrial production. cali-ties was at a standstill ?r 

'Enormous Efforts' Asked even declined." Nh-an Dan sal~. 
_ ,"The present level of handI­
This latest North VIetnamese craft production is lower than 

approach to the problem of su~· that of 1964" it asserted. 
taining militarily and economl- In a comment on the results 
cally the strategy of the "pro- of the dispersion of North Viet­
tracted war".-.d~ftned by Ha- namese industry during the 
noi', Defense MmlSter, Ge!'. Vo 1965-68 bombings by. the Unit­
Ngu;yen Giap, as a persIstent ed States, the newspaper said 
struggle on a low level of ftC- that "along with oaotively re­
tivity designed to outlast the storing and building stalte­
United Stat~s With a mimmum owned industrial factories, it is 
of NOrth Vletn.amese .lo,"",s - necessary urgently to .-estore 
was de.s<;ribed on deta.l Aug. 15 and develop various small in­
In Quan, Doi Nhan Dan, North dustry and handicraft branches 
Vietnam s army newspa~r. id and professions and to pursue 

1r1"l8.n edlto:Ial, the paper sak the socialist transformation." 
that North VIetnam must ma e The theme of further sam-
"enormous efforts" to acceter- .. 
ate odudion and "stabilize fices w~ stg~ift~tty SOU~~ 
th pr I 's livelihood step by tor the fIrst tIme In th~ OfflC181 
~ ~ e . ~ slogans for the oe~rations last 

rnscussin the responsibil. month at the anmyersary of 
\tIes of the ~'local military task the 1945. proclamation of the 
! "the newspaper aaid they Democratic Repubbc of Vlet­
,::s'strive "to Increase the nam. In past y:ears, I8crHi~ 
economic and national defense were not m,ermoned, but .thls 
potentlal" of North Vietnam, to yea.- the third of the 17 010-
"fulfill thei< duty as the great gana said: 
.... area fA the great frontline." "For the independence and 

In what American analysts freedom of the fatherland, we 
oonoidered an unulually frank are ~lv~ to overcome. all 
admission by Hanoi of Its the difflcultjea and ~ll1pa, 
mounting problems of man- persist and .• ~ up _ce 
power allocation between de- agamst United states aggores- r 
tense and !!he economy ~lan slon and ~ork tor na~~ .al­
Dol Nhan Dan said thllt tIlL ,vation until toCal victory. 
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Peking,H anoflfgnN ewPact 
For Economic, Technical Aid 

B1 EDWARD K, WU 
[Hong Kong Bureau of Tile Sun) 

Hong Kong, Oct. 7-COmmunist coup last March and there is 
China has signed a new agree- every indication that Peking 
ment with North Vietnam to wishes to exploit this situation to 
provide it with much-needed its own advantage. 
economic and technecal aid as Both the Chine,. and North 
Hanoi's leaders revamp the Vietnamese ·press have under­
country's stagnating industry scored Mr. Con's mission to Pc­
and agriculture. king and the official Hanoi 

I A military assistance protocol paper Nhan Dan, splashed on Its 
was signed at the same time. front page the news and photos 

The official New China News of Chairman Mao Tse-tung and 
Agency .bid today the accords VIce Chairman Lin Piao receiv­
were aimed at strengthening ing the North Vietnamese vice 
Hanoi's economic power and Da- premier. 
tional defense and to help defeat Detail. of the Chinese aid of­

: completely the United States in fer were not disclosed. But the 
the Vietnam war. items of assistance the North Vi-

The documents were signed in etnamese have sought may be 
Peking yesterday at the end of a inferred from the places Mr. 
three-week visit by a North Viet- Can visited and in which he had 
! namese delegation led by Vice shown special interest. 
Premier Nguyen Can. They included a synthetic fab-

I Special SIgnificance ric plant, an organic chemical 
Non-refundable military and factory and an iron and steel 

economic aid protocols are mill, all near Peking. They 
,usually renewed yearly and are all medium-size complexes 
sometimes augmented by sup- which are best suited to North 
plementary agreements, but the Vietnam needs and China is in a 
new economic and technical aid position to supply. 
accord signed yesterday ap- Recent speeches by senior Ha· 
peared to bear a special signili- noi officials have cmphasized 
cancc. the· need to expand consumer 

The Chinese leaders, now con-I goods production by stepping up 
tident that they are again in a metal and light industries. 
position to revive their foreign Mr. Con also visited Tsunhua 
aid programs, are anxious to county north of Peking-show. 
convince North .vietnam that ase for China's development 
they can be depended upon to f decentralized local industry. 
help its economic development. There, he saw a hardware co-op­
which, according to recent re-I rative, iron and steel plant, me­
ports, is not progressing satis-

I 

hanical and power equipment 
factorHy. facotry, cotton mill and chemi-

Judging from the activities of cal fertilizer plant. All are small 
the North Vietnamese delega· i or medium-size projects run by 
tion during its stay in Peking, the county. 
the new economic and technical He probably was seeing for 
aid China has committed is like- himself the Chinese experience 
ly to be wide-ranging and siza- which Hanoi could apply to its 
ble. development efforts. North Viet-

This will be in keeping witb nam has copied China's agrari­
the enhanced Chinese posture in an reform and the co-operative 
Indo Chi.n. since the Cambodian movement of the 1950's. 




