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By A. ]. LANGGUTH

SAIGON - BECAUSE VIETNAM HOLDS NO SENTIMENTAL ATTRACTION
FOR ME, I WAS LOOKING FOR CHANGES DURING THIS THIRD TRIP OF
MINE AND NOT HOPING TO FIND THINGS AS THEY WERE WHEN I FIRST
SAW THE COUNTRY SIX YEARS AGO. I DISLIKED BEING RERE IN 1964,
THOUGH THE MOOD OF THE AMERICAN COMMUNITY, DIPLOMATS AND
REPORTERS, WAS BUOYANT THEN. MEN WHO WERE OTHERWISE COMPETENT
AND.RATIONAL SEEMED TO REGARD THE WAR AS AN EXALTED GAME IN
WHICH ONE SIDE - CALLED THE VIETCONG - MADE FURTIVE MOVES WE
TRIED TO PARRY. THAT MEN OCCASIONALLY GOT KILLED HEIGHTENED
THE SENSE OF ADVENTURE. BUT IF ONE WERE NOT EXHILARAThD
BY TRAMPING THROUGH RICE FIELDS OR SURVEYING THE RAIN FOREST
FROM THE‘OPEN DOOR OF A HELICOPTER GUNSHIP, THEN THE WAR COULD
ONLY BE STUPID AND SaD.

\I LEFT AFTER 14 MONTHS, AND WHEN I RETURNED IN 19568,
THE EBULLIENCE WAS GONE. BY THAT TIME THE ENEMY HAD BECOME
CHARLEY, AND HE HAD SHAKEN OUR SELF-ESTEEM WITH THE DARING
AND FORCE OF HIS TET OFFENSIVE. TO DRIVE HIS FEW LAST SNIPERS
FROM THEIR PERCHES IN SCHOOLS AND PAGODAS, WE WERE BOMBING
UHOLE CITLES TO RUBBLE, AND IT MAY HAVE BEEN THEN THAT
THE FEAR AND CONTEMPT OUR SOLDIERS FELT FOR THE
VIETNAMESE MERGED WITH A DEEP FRUSTRATION AND PRODUCED THE
FURY THAT MADE PINKVILLE POSSIBLE. PINKVILLE AND THE OTHER
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continued from paze 1L

atrocities that took only two
or three lives and went unre-
ported.
Now I am here again, and
all 1 find on all sides is hope-
lessness. [ almost said des-
pair, but that suggests a
measure of energy. This is a
listless and somnambulant
absence of hope. Our men,
when they fight at all, are
fighting dinks now, and near-
ly all Vietnamese qualify -as
dinks. Mostly we are trying to
koep American casualties low,
and that may be the only goal
on which the high command
and the infantryman can still
agree. And that infantryman
is not Special Forces any
more; he doesn't claim that
anything about him s special.
He is a gruat. As a gnmt he
revenges himself on his sitiw
ation with pot or a pesce
symbol or by absenting him-
self from the war altogether.
“One of my men went
AWOL to Saigon for %0
days,” an American field com-
mander complained. *“When
he came back, the court-
martial board gave him a sen-
tence of two months, sus-
pended. That's not such a
bad trade, is it? Three months
in Saigon for two months
suspended. Tt’s the same with
marijuana cases. [ don’t even
try to punish them any more.
You get a lot of young cap-
tains and majors on the board,
and they identify with the
defeadant, not the Army.”
Men. of the commmmiier's
age take this change in values
as'a threat to them amd to
thedr country. But if ever-an
and selfcriticism it Is the
Army. The disturbing aspect
to Vietnam, after all, has not
been the occasional small
mutlny but the regular obedi-
ence to murderous orders.
As for changes in the indi-
vidual soldier, that same com-
mander admitted that while
he was home on leave last
Christmas he had trouble get-
ting through to his own chil-
dren. And I remembered 2
few days ago something
David Halberstam once wrote
—that a senlor officer in the

U.5. mission who wanted to
discredit him put out a story
that Halberstam had wept at
the sight of dead bodies,
Seven years pass, and a man
like Ronald Ridenhour, whose
courage forced the Mylai in-
vestigation, can say without
embarrassment that he has
wept 1n the presencn of death.
It is one difference in atti-
tude that I find no reason
to regret.

In fact, by this time we
seem to be realizing that the
villains responsible for Amer-
ica’s mistakes in Vietnam are
not individuals but traits of
character, and that often our
own best qualities have
tumed against us on foreign
soil. Our national optimism,
celebrated from Ellis Island
to Cape Kennedy, betrayed
us here. .Our impatience gave
us every convenience of
American life and guaranteed
that we would lose. Even
hard woirk, the noblest ex-
pression in our lexicon, has
failed us in Vietnam.

I think of General West-
moreland’s responding to
every setback by adding to
the duty hours of his men
antil finally the Americans
were sitting at empty desks
next to silent telephones
while their Vietnamese coun-

went home to eat
and sleep and try to live noi-
mally. In *“Animal Farm,”
Orwell dealt affectionately
with Horse and his conviction
that success must come #f
only he worked . harder,
There was gallantry to Horse,
along with his blind spots.
But of course he went to the
knacker's in the end.

IF the Americans are somber
and tired, I find fewer changes
among the Vietnamese, who
were sick of the war when it
was stiil a novelty for us. In
the spring of 1963, I watched
while a tribe of hill people
near Kontum trudged away
from their village to escape
the American bombing. They
arrived ut a refugee camp to
be handed a blanket and
given a lecture by a Vietna-
mese officer on the evils of
Communism. Their faces were
impassive then, and over the
countryside they are no more
anmimatad now. Fagmers -‘ar‘-

army trucls force oo oF)
the road, The chiliiea wons
and shoul; they UoLo0iou wd
Freaca jor caady risal ws (o

YECOIVE Propagancn DroLdcen o
frem the Governiadn, o0t or
racios, so it naoy Do i L
ol woman uached ovir o
the rice paddy appiccisics to-
day the dilference Loovoea
the Communist and tho ince
worlds. She may acw be wilc
to tell—as six years agoe she
could not—the hated whic
soldiers of colonial Irance
from seif-sacrificing wi al-
lics seat by the United Stules,

In 1004, T zaw Amincan
pilvis brandishing poicls o
keen Vicinamese troops from
swamping their helicoplers s
they tried to escape from 2
remote  jumiie  camp. 1ot
same year Lhe conynanuar of
a Soulth Victnameoe  oaaomy

wing center told e L2
wasteg to sop conle miect g -
neuvers for bls reenuits L
could not; they veed e dols-
neGs as cover tooran awa
Taliing wilh Soula Vioaia-
mese oificers thi; time, 2 T
it is no botier. G ut youn mea
themselves told aboul thow
plans for desuridng with u
laclk of discredon that sue-
prised me.

it may be @ part o the
psychology of war thoo the
sense of futility should a2 w0
strongz just now, when iLore
has heen littie fighting for o v-
eral months. Calya {ow seutar
American officinis are taling
heart from the lull :
quote Prosident Nouyen V.o
Thicu as prediciin thnt Vi
nam is due for an cxu d

ceriod that Wil Lo ncdisco
peace nor wior, Graduaily tie
Communist troops  will euu
their  atiacks  and  vadbar
away. It is a theory fuvored!
by Henry Caboi Lod;e, cad &t
wiil be more plausinle oa the
day the fighlig withers fur-
ther away than Camboda.
Perhaps Presicdont Tuicy be-
Leves his reassurongos. e
remains an cnigma o L0,
though I think he under-
stands the American ficn-
tality wvery wall and plays
adroitly on our pride aru
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Continued from page 15

guilt. He heads the 12th or
13th governmcnt 1 have -ceen
installed in Saipon, and is not
the worst of chicf cxecutives,
a distinction heid by Nguycn
Khanh. On the other hanid,
the Vietnamese are still wait-
ing for a Premier or President
they can call their best,

At the U.S. Embassy, Thieu
enjoys the complete confi-
dence of Ambassador Ells-
worth Bunker, and for the
last three years that support
has been worth $750-million
annually in aid to the South
Vietnamese Government,
his recent trip to Sairon, Vice
President Apnew reportedly
promised to raise that amount
by - $150-mililon. With each
new withdrawal of U.S.
troops, Thicu can be expected
to request still facre aid, and
the inclination 2t the embassyr
is to recommend giving it to
him.

[

G- UT democracy as exem-
plified by Thieu’s Goverament:
has shortcomings that are
hard to disguise, a circum-
stance that leads ranking
American officials here to un-
usual lengths in their at-
tempts at justification. The
embassy has become the best
place in Vielnara thesc days
to hear about lapses in the
American systern, -appareatly
on the theory that they make
Thicu’s regime more accept-
able.

The mention of past ciec-
tion irregularitles hringy o e
riinder from an Aaosrican
diplomat of the eziozion
frauds in southern [ilinoic.
Strect demonstratioas ajinst
Thieu? Cerialaly, bui considor
how smoothly the Saizon po-
lice have dispersed the crowds
with nightsticks and tear gos.
No Kent State tragccy, the
imnlication runs, in the Re-
public of Vietnam. And it was
bricfings by the embassy thal
produced those bafiling stories
you read g {ew weeks ago in
which a large vote in the
senatorial elections for Thieu's
most virulent political cne-
mies became a trivinch for
him.

A man leaving the emuzssy
-.could be forgiven for billev-
ing that the war was won and
a4 polden age under way in
Victnam. Buat perhaps even
President Thicu does not en-
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tirely subscribe to that bright
assessment. There is a rumor,
for example, that he has
bought a million-doliar villa
in Switzerland, a charge
which Thieu attributes to the
malice of his Vice President
and denies with perfect bland-
ness, “ITow could 1 afford a
villa like that on my salary?’
he asked an interviewer. “I
would have to be taking
Government money.”

“Is it true that Thieu has
bought a villa?” I asked a
knowledgeable Vietnamese
friend.

"t Consat matter §if TIPS
trye,” o answered. “Every-
one belicves it. That's what
Lyiters.”

iiis silies would say it is
oaly e unpredictability of

cancticans that  causes
deot Thieu to plan ahead.
il election of 1264, the
wse have learned to
Coasure {ime by the four-year
terns o LS. Presideats. Lyn-
dun Jolmson reinforced the
tradency two years ago when
removed himsell as a can-
ate  for re-ciection and
changed all the equations
here. Mow the Vietnamese
puliticons {ix their eyes on
137%. I Vietnamization ap-
pears 1o be faltoring, thoy
expzet 2 hasty seitlement in
Farjs Lthat will sze Mr, Nixon
through his re-election cam-
paicn,

"We do not expeet him to
sacvificz his polilcoel future
b Viitnam a0 teogideat

dobnsan oXL AL oo Viet-
e i0ET saic. “Trhooe W Be oa
“geal”

* Yor ro

S50ns 1 wili come 19,
Icon't agrse, bul 7 wish 1did.
The Vietnamese are snlendid
at intrigue, an art denicd to
most Americans, and if they
are predicting betrayal by the
United 3tates, it means they
have calzulated what they
would do were they us., Over
tiie years } Lave heard many
Victnar 2 v L0 oo,
F@ invas.esiy it would have
‘been smart at the time to
do so.

™

jﬂ,";;_]ST;’(L‘S'E‘ v our inten-
tions hos conmitisuied o the
feeling nculast Anserica that
is rising pece, The antaponism
will  almost certainiy  get
worse, since it gives South

Vietnum its one scaablance of
political unily: o left can
blame the Awmcricuns for get-
ting Victeam ints this mess
while the richt castigates us
for trying to get oursalves
out

This iz a chanle, this iden-.
tifying of the United Staics
as the rrincipal enemy. In
1964, socialists and liberals
in Saigon know differently.
The Cominunist bloodlettiags
of 1954, tha retribution again:t
tens of thousands of Norik
Vietnamose who had opposcd
the ravclution, was fresher in

ok minda, Now even the Hile
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Catholic in hix mid-30%.

Onhhoﬁbe,mbmhas
tisked o poster to him
by Congressman Angustus
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énce to Vietnam's future that
underties much of the antiwar
sentiment in America, it
strikes me as strenge. Five
years ago, there was no co-
operation at all, An aide to
an antiwar Senator in Wash-
ington did ask a few Ameri-
can reporters to pass on infor-
mation about the war that
was not getting into their
papers. But I doubt he had
any takers. At the time, his
suggestion seemed vaguely
underhanded. And editorial
censorship in the United
States has never been a prob-
lem in this war,

Now the reverberations that
a New York peace group can
set off among dissident fac-
tions in Saigon have alarmed
the Thieu Government enough
that visa procedures have
been changed to permit
stricter control over tourists.
i Thieu can help it, there will
be no more participation by
American clergymen in Sal-
gon street demonstrations.

Exactly how repressive
Thieu’s Government has be-
come surprised me, I think
because reporters now take
for granted the arbitrary ar-
rests and mrinor injustices.
There is no longer the sense
of outrage, either here or in
the United States, that pre-
ceded the overthrow of Diem.
To be fair, blatant as they
are, the provocations are not
so widespread, efther.

I SPENT much of this trip
talking with Thieu’'s political
opposition. I suppose 1 was
hoping again to find evidence
of that elusive third force,
and 1 decided once more, re-
fuctantly as ever, that no
effective liberal center exists
between Thiew and Ky and
the Communists,

Thieu may have no popular
following; neither do his op-
ponents. United, perhaps,
these ragtags and remnants
could form a majority,. but
they are content to remain a
collection of minorities. All
the same, [ found something
admirable in the Tran Ngoc
Liengs, the Vu Van Maus, the
Madames Ngo Bea Thaph amd
Kieu Mong Thu

They are all trying to be-
lieve that Vietnam can stake
out a middle ground between
Communism and the Govern-

ment, and in their dark and
uply villag, hunched forward
on red plastic couches, ignor-
ing the weak tea cold in their
cups, they talk by the hour of
social justice and true democ-
racy in a future as remote to
me as an opium dream.

Many of them have gone to
prison for that dream. Mrs.
Thanh was jailed twice by
Nguyen Cao Ky, the second
time serving 26 months on a
charge that never had to be
geciﬂed ;ir;ce she was never

ven a trial. The young song
writer, Thang, was jafled this
year by a military court for
his artiwar sentiments, “If I
did not take a humorous view
of life,” he told me, “I could
be bitter.”

Huyen Tan Man, head of
the student union at Saigon
Unlversity, served five and a
half months before political
pressures got him freed, at
least temporarily. “All presi-
dents of the student union
are sent to jail,” he said. “It’s
a tradition.” But, lacking
Thang’s humor, he promises
to be bitter for a long time.

Perhape it was the days
spent with these idealists and
malcontents that brought me
at last to correct my feelings
about the Vietnamese. They
are not a people who make
themselves easy to like, for
they can be aloof, stiff-
necked, pretentious, Their cul-
ture, on which the Vietnamese
set great store, has been inac-
cessible to me from the start.
The glissando to their music
strikes my ear like the worry-
ing of a loose tooth, The lit-
erature, at least in transla-
tion, is the gossamer thut
used to be called shop-girt
fare before Western girls
moved on to the hard stuff.
‘Traditional Vietnamese paint-
ing derives heavily frcm
China and India; modern art
is fake Buffet. Or so it
seemed to me.

But 50-year-old politicians
still signing petitions and
writing monographs reminded
me of the resilience at the
base of this society so ap-
parently drained and wvul-
nerable. Two years ago I saw
the same trait in the residents
of Hue as they rose at dawn
to rebuild their stores and

homes. I would have under-

stood lethargy or days given
to complaints and rage.

The army officers also
gained my respect as never
before, but the answer for
that was not hard to find.
Alwayg before I seemed to
find myse¥ talking with men
who had first joined the army
during the French rule, They
had made a conscious de-
cision to ally themselves with
the coloniakists againgt the
liberation movement of their
own people. Such men are
Thieu and Ky and most others
of their age. For svery one
who saw the dangers of the
Vietminh, who sensed that
Communism would not pro-
vide the future they wanted,
there were many more who
went along with France be-
cause it seemed the easler
way. Who can presume to
judge those men, acting as
they did from a wvariety of
motives and family responsi-
bilities? But it has been hard
to feel much admiration for
them. -

This time I met captains,
majors and colonels who
graduated from officers’ can-

didate school after 1754, afer
ihe partition of by couniry,
These are carecr soldhirs Vi

are not thinking of Jdeneraos,
thourh an occasional memibor
of their ranks will wond.or
aloud whethor he, (oa, hasn't
altied himself apgcinst the -
terests of hiz puople. Dut ihe
others stitl speak of patriod-
isii and love of country, aud
when they do, their words do
not echo with the ring of a
cash register.

N

JOALSO  pespond to tho
prowing realizaton, at least
among  the  university  sta-
dents, that, whatever the fu-
ture of WVictnum, they rnaust
bear the responsibility. Six
years agn, during the con-
tinual shuffling of govern-
ments, a Vietnanwese jour-
nalist could say to nier “The
United States must take us
over. You nust estabiish
leader and insist we follow
hir. We can aever do it our-
selves.”

“No,” I assurced him, “that
is not the American way.”
AnZ besides, T said, we huve
only 29,000 troops in Vici-

Continued on page 18

17



Continued from page 17
nam, which 18 not enough to
enforce our will if we wished
to try.

Six months later, 100,000
American soldiers had landed
in Vietnam and Marshal Ky
was firmly in command.

Few of the youngei gencra-
tion, boys and girls who were
14 and 15 during my first
stay, would make that plea
today. Now they ask that we
rid them of the Thieu Gavern-
ment and let them arrive at
their own “Victnamese solu-
tior.” This new confidence
may be misplaced, but it ap-
peals to me.

Though the students of 21
and 22 were railing against
U.5. policy, 1 fully expected
them to have-succurnbed by
now to our American pop
culture. Surely a country ex-
posed to a couple of miilion
emissaries from  America
would have capitulated to
cheescburgers  and Jar{les
Brown. But the same Vict-
namese culture I found insub-
stantial has kept them safe.

They listen to rock on occa-
sion, but they prefer the bal-
lads of their own composers.
A girl may experiment with
miniskirts, but as' the time
nears for her to marry she
reverts to the ao dai, On the
subject of American {ilms, the
young students are downright
puritanical. They think spy
-stories like Matt Helm, James
Bond or Flint arc obscenc. If
they could ban Playboy.from
the newsstands they would.

Prudery like theirs could be
‘jrritating if it weren't bound
up with their presentiment
that soon they shall be called

upon (o shape their sociefy.
at does not mcan they uare

trying with their elders to
forimulate a cohierent political
philosophy. These young Viet-
namese are not at ull doe-
rinaire, and Marxism is only
an exotic word to most of
them. Rather, they scem to be
Jooking for strenpgth in the
raditional values, the respeci-
ed ways. Students begin their
meetings with one of Thang's
songs, “Singing from the De-
serted Rice Fields.” if they
have gathered outdoors, the
boys and girls sit on the
ground and YLeat the earth
with their fists as they sing:
Deserted land, we plow.

Dry land, we nurse,

Land brings gorgeous flowers.
Our future ig full. .
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I hear that fervor—already
blotting out Thieu, Ky and
the .entire American experi-
ence—and I wonder if this
new nationalism won’t make
rapprochement with the Com-
munists easier for thcm. They
see at close hand the future
exernplified by America, and
it proves to have little allure
for them. Should revolution
from the North overtake them,
they have nothing to lose but
their Hondas.

Those  motorbikes and
cycles are everywhere now,
reminders of the economic
policy two and three years
ago, when luxury goods were
dumped on Vietnam as a
hedze against inflation. Re-
frigerators, television sels,
sewing machines, Japanese
and American made, were im-
ported and sold cheaply to
soak up the money American
soldiers and contractors werg
injecting into the economy.
rrices have gone up all the
same-—-—300 per cent or niore in
five years—and the rise has led
to new taxes to cut spending.
Now a Honda that sold in
1969 for 30,000 piasters (575
at a realistic ratc of exchange)
costs four or five times that
amount, With American
spending  inside the country
continuing to drop,. the econ-
omy wobbles with painful re-
sult, leading one U.S. official
to comment: “The problem
here isn't military any more,
it's financial.”

Saigon itself has never
looked worse. Tt has sur-
passed Milzi. and Chicago to
chatlenge  Culeutia 55 the
worst iy on eerth. Down-
town tie »'igely are japimed
with relugres irying to cke
out a livin~ from the hlack
matket. Baock  after  block
tilcy. lay ons rows of stolen
shoes and Samsonile luggage
And gquat <cwn to watch the
Yeet try to sicp avound them.

Painting o house or an apart-
ment would be a pesture of
confidence in the future that
Lo one scems prepared to
make. Walls rot and peel,
everything is gray that is not
black with sool Saigon's last
virtue, the .leafy trces, are
dying (rom iraffic {umes. One
by one they are sawed down,
leaving behind stumps as raw

as those the crippled beagars
wave {rom their doorways. In
all weadher, rain and diny
sun, the Hondas dart, weave
and blow their hoarns. “They
want you to hit them,” a Viat-
namese girl assured me. as we
odged through the streets in
her simall car. “Thev think
they can collect money if
you dent their fender or graze
their leg” ‘

There is a minor blessing:
Along Tudo Street business at
the G.I. Dbars has begun to
flag. The upstairs rooms are
empty-—not ‘eriough American
soldiers getting to town on
pass—and in the ofternoon
gloom the ®ar pirls brood
about their Futures. One girl
close to 30 told me she
planned to move to a town
where no one knew her and
hope the size of her dowry
would compensate for her
past and her siliconc breasts.

v N .
Jﬁ:},s the time comes to
leave, Y risoive to make no
more picdictions about Viet-
nam's future. My record
should discourage me, for
whent 1 left in 1865 I thoughe
the United States must neces-
sarily win the war. Despite
misgivings about American
methods and a price to the
Vigtnamese people that
seemed too hkigh, T could not
believe that an impoverished
country of 35 million peopin,
North and South, could with-
stand the bjudgeoning of a
nation so mch greater in sice
~and money. The lessons of
the London Bliiz had been
Yost on me, and Israel's Six:
Dey War was still two years
distant. With confidence, if
no great enthusiasm, I looked
to Goliath.

Then there was the day
Lyndon Johnson announced
his retirement. I was back in
Vietnam and waiting in the
anteroom of Vice President
Ky's office; since I could not

“hear the broadcast, I had no
Continued on page 19
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idea why Ky's bodyguards
should begin gesticulating or
why the Premrier should ar-
rive unannounced and pre-
empt my appointment. ‘“You
understand,”. Ky’s secretary
said, showing me out, ‘“This
is not a good morning for
interviews.”

On the street 1 heard what
had happened. A little later,
when Hanoi agreed to nego-
tiate, I believed the war had
ended. By refusing General
Westmoreland's request for
more troops, Mr, Johnson had
dug in his heels at last and
was not going to be pushed
deeper. Reaching an agree-
ment might take a dishearten-
ing length of time, and men
would go on dying futilely,
but a settlement would come.

The following November,
Richard Nixon was elected
President, The common sense
of concluding a pact quickly
was so apparent to me that I
felt no man would throw away
the inheritance Johnson had
left: experienced negotiators
at work in Paris, South Viet-
nam’s leaders coerced into
participating, an American
opinion braced for any com-
promise that would end the
war.

On each of those three
occasions I couid not have
been more wrong. I misjudged
the importance of military
power when it is not in serv-
ice of an idea, and I overesti-
mated the ~ foresight of
America’s leaders, two mis-
takes I don't expect to make
again,

Yet hope persigts, ‘Late ag
it is, I believe the wisest path
for the United States is to
negotiate an immediate cease-
fire and a roalition govern-
ment, Undoubtedly it would
be better, as Buddhist strate-
gists and the Catholic left
suggest, to leave this agree-
ment to the Government of
Saigon and delegates from
the provisional representative
government set up by the
Vietcong. But Thieu will not
willingly agree to such talks.
Only the Urnited States, with
the potent threat of cutting
off his money, can force him
to do so.

Why hother? Because at
some point after American
traops leave Vietnam the mili-
tary situation will deteriorate
until a negotiated settlement

is the only solution, If, as I
believe, that js inevitable,
then we had better settle
now and get the cease-fire
that will stop the killing. But
that is hope, not expectation.
I no longer look for the Nixon
Administration to risk action
when rhetoric and prayers
and extra dollars permit hard
decisions to be deferred. That
is why I don't agree with the
Vietnamese who believe that
Nixon will sell them out for
the 1972 election. Drift be-
comes first a habit, then a
policy.

SO I think we are not to
have peace this year. The next
best prospect is that in elec-
tions next autumn the South
Vietnamese will chcose Duong
Van Minh as President, with
a mandate to sue for an im-
mediate cease-fire, The vic-
tory of Vu Van Mau and his
Senatorial siate has brought
that prospect a little nearer,
but I cannot envision, try as
I willl, Nguyen Van Thieu
voluntarily surrendering pow-
er as long as he thinks South
Vietnam can stay afloat an-
other year or two,

If 1 seem to be ruling out
peace for the Vietnamese this
year and the next and the
next, 1 am sorry to say that
astrologists in Saigon agree
with me. Peace will not come,
they predict, untid 1973. And
even without the authority of
the heavens, an. argument
presents itseif for that date.
In 1973, the United States
presence should be minimal.
A collapse of the economy,
the army or both would then
force the Saigon Government
to accept whatever peace
terms it could get, some un-
wieldy sharing of power that
would stop the shooting.

For a time. Student leaders,
the newspaper Tin Sang, the
Buddhists, they proclaim their
faith in the ability of the
South Vietnamese to manipu-
late postwar eveats until they
achieve social reform without
Communism. The young peo-
ple trust to nationalism as
their amulet against this for-
eign ideology. The Buddhists
believe they are more cunning
than the Communists, that
they understand better the
aspirations of the people. I
neither share nor comorehend

their confidence,

After a period of political
maneuver, 1 see the Commu-
nists consolidating their po-
sition and taking control in
Saigon, with force if neces-
sary. I remind myself that I
have often been wrong, but
never before have I had the
stars to reckon with,

Yes, the astrologists say.
the fighting will end in 1973
just as we told you. And
begin again in 1976. B
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'Hanoi S etting Up ‘Task Forces’
In Bid to Spur Lagging Industry

By TAD SZULC

Special tu Tha Haw York Tims

WASHINGTCN, Oct. 7 —
"Degpite increased warnings
of hardsh;ﬁs and - sacrifices
ahead, Washington officials say
North Vietnam -appears deter-
mined 1o pursue the war in
South Vietnam indefinitely, at
least until # peace settlement
can be reached on Hanoi's
terms. .

This is the conclusion drawn
by specialists on North Viet-
namese affairs from the latest
pronouncements by Govm:n-
ment, military and Communist
party figures in Hanoi as well
as from internal party debates
in North Vietnam.

The most significant new
trend obwerved in the North
Vietnamese conduct of the war
and management of the bat-
tered poonomy is the effort to
create so-called “local milltary
task forces.” These are to
serve both as army reserves
and as civilian labor units vyork-
ing to spur what Hanoi ac-
knowledges publicly is lagging
industrial production.

‘Erormous Efforts” Asked

“This latest North Vietnamese
approach to the problem of sus-
taining militarily and economi-
cally the strategy of the “pro-
tracted war” — defined by He-
noi's Defense Minister, Gen. Vo
Nguyen Giap, as a persistent
struggle on a low level of ac-
tivity designed to outlast the
United States with a minimum
of North Vietnamese losses —
was described in detail Aug. 13
fn Quan Doi Nhan Dan, North
Vietnam's army newspaper.

In'an editorial, the paper said
that North Vietnam must make
“enormous efforts” to acceler-
ate production and “stabilize
the people’s livelihood step by

Discussing the re_sponsibi]-
itles of the E‘h‘.)-::-ﬂl military task
foroes,”the newspaper said they
must strive ‘to Increase the
economic and national defense

tial” of North Vietnam, to

ulfill their duty as the great
rear area of the great frontline.

In what American lf%m

unusua; .

o by yoi' itsithe difficultjes and hardships,

admission by Hanoi

mounting problems of man-
weor allocation between de-
feonu and the economy Cuan

new regional forces must quick-
ly develop “quantitatively and
qualitatively” to “replenish the
main-force army” and to “com-
bine ecomomic development
with the considerations of na-
tional defense in their. {ocali-
ties.” 1
The complaints about inade-
quacy of production—and the,
rarely sounded theme that the‘
civilian population hungers for
consumer goods—was sounded
more recently in Nhan Dan,
the Communist party’s news-
paper, in an editorial Sept. 19.

Peopl’s Needs Are Noted

“The tate of development is
low,” the newspaper Bsaid,
“compared to our manpower
capacity and to our supply of
raw materials, the needs of our
people and the export de-
mands.” .
“During the first half of this
year, the output of a number

es and professicns in many lo-
calities was at 2 standstill or
even declined,” Nhan Dan said.
“The present level of handi-
craft production is lower than
that of 1964, it asserted.
In a comment on the results
of the dispersion of North Viet-
namese industry during the
1965-68 bombings by the Unit-
ed States, the newspaper said
that “along with actively re-
storing eand building state-
owned industrial factories, it is
necessary urgently to restore
and develop various small in-
dustry and handicraft branches
and professions and to pursue
the socialist transformation.”

The theme of further sacri-
fices was significantly sounded
for the first time in the official
slogans for the celebrations last
month of the anniversary of
the 1945 proclamation the
Democratic Republic’ of Viet-
nam. In past years, sacrifices
were not mentioned, but this
year the third of the 17 slo-
gans said: :

“For the independemce and
freedom of the fatherland, we
are resolved to overcome all

persist and step up resistance

of handicraft {industry] branch-y,

against United States aggres-
sion and work for national sal-

Dol Nhan Dan said that tw'vation until total victory.”
Ww ‘
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P:king, H anoiBtgn NewPact

, Technical Aid

By EDWARD K, WU

{Hong Kong Bu

Hong Kong, Oct. 7—Communist

China has signed a new agree
ment with North Vietnam to
provide it with much-needed
economic and technecal aid as
Hanoi's leaders revamp the
country’s stagmating industry
and agriculture.
i A military assistance protocol
wag signed at the same time.

The official New China News
Agency said today the accords
were aimed at strengthening
Hanoi’s economic power and na-
tional defense and to help defeat
completely the United States in
the Vietnam war.

The documents were signed in
Peking yesterday at the end of a
three-week visit by a North Viet-
namese delegation led by Vice
 Premier Nguyen Con.

Special Significance

Non-refundable military and
economic aid protocols are
‘usually renewed yearly and
sometimes augmented by sup-
plementary agreements, but the
hew economic and technical aid
accord signed yesterday ap-
peared to bear a special signifi-
cance.

The Chinese leaders, now con-
fident that they are again in a
position to revive their foreign
aid programs, are anxious to
convince North Vietnam that
they can be depended upon to
help its economic development
which, according to recent re-
poris, is not progressing satis-
factorily.

Judging from the activities of
the North Vietnamese delega-
tion during its stay in Peking,
the new economic and technical
aid China has committed is like-
ll)y to be wide-ranging and siza-
le.

reau of The Sun)

coup last March and there is
every indication that Peking
wishes to exploit this situation to
its own advantage.

Both the Chinese and North
Vietnamese press have under-
scored Mr. Con's mission {n Pe-
king and the official Hanoi
paper Nhan Dan, splashed on its
front page the news and photos
of Chairman Mao Tse-tung and
Vice Chairman Lin Piao receiv-
ing the North Vietnamese vice
premier.

Detsils of the Chinese aid of-
fer were not disclosed. But the
items of assistance the North Vi-
etnamese have sought may he
inferred from the places Mr.
Con visited and in which he had
shown special interest.

They included a synthetic fab-
ric plant, an organic chemijcal
factory and an iron and steel
mill, all near Peking. They
are all medium-size complexes
which are best suited to North
Vietnam needs and China is in a
position to supply.

Recent speeches by senior Ha-
noi officials have cmphasized
the need to expand consumer
goods production by siepping up
metal and light industries.

Mr. Con also visited Tsunhua
county north of Peking--show-
ase for China's development
f decentralized local industry.
There, he saw a hardware co-op-
rative, iron and steel plant, me-
hanical and power equipment
facotry, cotton mill and chem;-
cal fertilizer plant. All are small
or medium-size projects run by
the county.

He probably was seeing for
himself the Chinese experience
which Hanoi could apply te its
development efforts. North Viet-

This will be in keeping with
the enhanced Chinese posture in

nam has copied China’s agrari-
an reform and the co-operative

Indo China since the Cambodian! movement of the 1950's.





