
whIch includes mU,ch of the central high. 
lands, that terrorism is increasing and 

H -, h -ld ~hat th,ere ha,:,e been enemy inroads. A rna· 

anO} S m Up 
~or aIlled l?8clflcation effort along the cont 
~n finh Dmh Province appears to remain 

By George W. Ashworth mO~~~d~ro~~fu Vietnam, the Cambodian 
The general Jooked up from tne Charts For this fall, as with other periods over the Gov~rnn;tent seemed for the moment to be 

and figures in the Pentagon conference years, the North Vietnamese and, the Viet h?ldmg. Its own. Yet, in Laos, the Commu­
room. "With all our resoorces, we probably Cong continu~ to pe~vere with an almost ~C:rltPh on. the _thern regions, through 
could not do what the North Vietnamese are awesome dedIcation. -.Knd the American reo e mtlltlaWon trails run seemed 
doing," he said somewhat wryly. sponse to the dedicatlo.1, shown this time in stronger than ever. ' 

The general had just gone over details of the new l11flltration, IS the application ot Back in the Pentagon, plans were being 
the Communist supply buildup at and near awesome amounts of firepower. made for the removal of another 40000 
the passes in ~orth Vietnam, and the prob- Last week was a curious week in the war, ~roops from South Vietnam. OffiCials w~rk­
able level of infiltration down the Ho Chi full .of new developments, such as the infll. rng on the program believed that another 
Minh Trail. tratlan a~d the, countering bombing, the reo ~O,OOO t.r~ops ~ould ~e ~ithdrawn without 

Hanoi is already working to get the sup· p~ated noes' by Hanoi to President ~eopardlzrng Vletnamlzabon. The following 
plies moving for three wars, one in Laos, NIxon:s peace initiative, and the repeated m~rement, however, they were saying, 
a second in Cambodia, and a third in South AmerIcan hopes that maybe_the Communists mI,ht leave matters a littJe ticklish. 
VIetnam. would ch~nge their minds. The b~lief that the new withdrawal could 

The general had pointed out that the Yet, WIth all developments adding up to ~o~e WJthout major problems represented 
Umted States, despite its almost endless another chapter of the same old story, the lJl ltself.a sort of backhanded prOOf of some 
capabilities. probably would find itself war seemed to be continuing with new pat- Success 10 Vietnam. 
bogged down and experiencing m!lny diffi.. terns-and the same fabric. Paris peace et-I All along, With each wlthdrawal an­
culties if attempting to support three wars forts remained stalled, and the allies and the nouncement, the argument has been heard 
from Saigon. enemy were still at it on the various fronts. in the Pentagon .that the present cut could 

Yet the Communists have done it from There were reports of progre,s from the be managed, whIle the next would be diffi.· 
their side and the new How of supplies field. Continued lack of enemy strength in cult. Things seem to have worked. out better 
down the trail proves that they are far the central and southern parts ')f South Viet. than expected, however; that next, dama,· 
from ready to quit. Thus, with the end of nam brought cheer here. 'IfL. GS reportedly ing withdrawal seems yet to remain in the 
the monsoons along the trails, the war are looking up in the northern part of South future. 
enters another round of a seemingly end- Vietnam, in the First Military Region, where But, just as matters have not worsened 
less fight. enemy attacks against allied fire bases have for the allies, Hanoi and the Viet Cong 

Although the subject of the general's cost the enemy heavily while failing to gain seemed to have escaped disaster. Neither 
amazement was new, the amazement wasn't. thae Hre bases. side seemed close to victory, and while the 

ut, to temper the good news, there were allies could not be defeated, the enem)l 
reoorts from the Second Military Region would not be defeated. 
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