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By P{'t.er A. Ja~' 
'W I.~r.: : .•. ;. r :,·,"t FI"'Tf'l.r. Fo,,:-.. ::, 

SAJGt:(": - D,;:ing (;, ~".,t.i·­

yea:- (':-.':';:-.,:: i;1 :9::;;. R;,;!''-;;,.n 

a;e;::,S ;.::;-.d·"i. hy Sur.:nd;;nc 
in tl·,c >t:~~U!~ :h::t.a ;r.',(~ 

a s('ril'5 vI c:aIlQrs:ine \'islts 
to CO:j.:nuni~t 01ltposts in 
South Vletna.:n. a hi:;h-rank­
ing Yic:.con.; defector has. 
told A..-r.erican officials. 

The ciefector, Bui Cong 
T~ong, w~s ior 10 years t'te 
Xational Liberation Front's 
chief of propilganda in Kien­
hoa Pro ..... ,;,::s.ce-u:.til recently 
the most secure Communist 
stronghold in South Viet­
nam anc still a diffit'wt area 
for government forces. 

Tuong, who defected last 
September, said he 'Was 
present when a Russian en­
tourage of five persons 
toured the Communist-held 
hamlet of Chothom in AprU 
of 1967. 

Chothom, in. Mocay Dis­
trict of Kienhoa Provinc.e, is 
the home of ;\1rs. Nguyen 
Tbi Binb. the chief Vietcong 
negotiator at the Paris talks. 
It haS been in 20verDlllent 
hands since last October. 
and U.S. officials say other 
residents remember visits 
by Iightskinned foreigners 
brought to the hamlet by 
the Vietcong. 

Hamlet residents have 
told interviewers that they 
were ordered by VietconG: 
cadre to go about their busi­
ness .and pay no attention to 
the visitors. Some were told 
the f{)reigners were Amcri .. 

_can prisoners, others that 
they were visiting America.:, 
journalists. 

TUQ!'lg, the defector, salS 
these stories were circulated 
as a security co\'er for the 
Rm·slans. He said he was 
to:d Gne of the Rw:~:ar:~. an 
oicer lnan '\~'~lh wr,,:e ;:a:r, 
was a f~ne:;-.&l but te c.ic;,n·i, 
learn ;::s r.<:.:ne. 

T:.;(..:-.~ sa;d t~e Y:r::u-r.; 
lea~e:~hi;> i:1. l!le ;:C',;;;c(: 
went to extraordinary 
lengt.hs to sl:.ow the Rus­
sians how secure Chat hom 
hamlet was from American 
or South· Vietnamese at. 
tacks. 

A 'Welcome, \\'Tittt"D in 
Russian. was painted on the 

art·hv;..y CIt 1he (.r.~: <=;.1,;<.' to 
t::r· ':::·.'.!:.·-\ .. h;·€ f··,f. \'j<~fJ;-~ 

~:l';'.,,·.·c ;.' :.n"(· [:.::: ";,: ... :: 
m.-,t~r :~":i(."i. A V1C'tC'(I!;g 
fi.a:..: w;'.t'd ",'boH ~!;e tc:wn. 

'Y',-~. (·U r::.:-.:. '!;o;('lt!1 
c..,v;:. !" cr. f ~:, ('t jrma I 
anyway beCliu!'e 2,11 the 
rO.i.ds :!'l!o the h~rr.let were 
ui:,?.fe for 1:-:1\"f1 were TC­
pa:r.tcd and pt:~h(>d ir.to '~he 
TC"ad in front of ~tTS. Binh's 
h()u~(' :lS thoG~h they wcre 
st;!l (.·.i..·.:-:-tl.th e. 

The Russian!, according to 
TI·\unf!. s1;;;yed in tlle hamlet 
!n;,.r hours t.:,:d w~re th('ln 
taken off in tbeir launeh. As 
soon as they were gone, the 
welcome was whitewashed 
of! the archwa.y and the fJag 
pulled . down before It 
('au~ht the attention of pass­
ing aircraft. 

Today. the hamlet is in 
go\'ernment hands and bust· 
lin;:. A new market is undeor 
construction. The roads are 
open, the South Vietnamese 
flag flies. A fh·c·man Ameri­
can :\lobiie Advisory Team 
is living ill the house said to 
belong to ~t~s. Binh's fam­
iI),. 

In a muddy compound 
n('arb\". r('l'f·,.t Vict('onp rip.. 
fectors under;o two weekS 
of indoctrination and Ques­
tioning betore they are re­
sett1E'd in other areas. 

The toam leader. Capt. 
Bernie Boward. told a recent 
yisitor 1e: belic'\'es the ham­
let is &cnuinely secure-al­
though the district capital 
:Creque:l!ly comes under Com­
munist mortar attack and 
terrori~m in the surround­
ing countryside continues 
virtually unabated. 

Tuofl; and other former 
Vietcong in!cndewed by 
American officials have pro­
duced two other eyewitness 
accClt: ... ~s vi P..~~5O:a!1 \'!sits t(.o 
K:(,!lh(.~ P:-(n-:!1ce. "!":;(>re are 
ci!'o ~~ .• ~·;,~tl>:·ntic:!"<:ed aC· 
ccar.t!= (,!' Chj:-.C'se yisitors. 

.-\50 !2.:- as «(,n be- deter­
r;<!1o..:'~. f:.:: tr:e yi5'its took 
pian :'cforc the major Com­
munist offensives of 1968. 

§ ~ T]O to> 1\-Tt1~ o]l--- LJ,.#"J .,;j;~f'!{/{((!!!~L 
e '1/ tILl lLl.Ul.~J[.lnlf'r)( / €:::;;;:,-;~.,"": 

• FILE s .~F"{{{'·~o':: 
the su'b~er:!ncnt decline in 
Viet<or,~ 'lronqlh and .ains DATE 
in ,gu\"crnn1.cnt pac'j!ication l "A 
efforts.· q tv., 

Acro:-ding to American of­
ficials. the first account of a 
Russian f:l,hmai'lne' arriving 
in Kienhoa was in 1964. when 
a fisherman saw a submarine 
surface in a rivcT at night, 
remain until just before 
dawn and then depart. 

Other defectors tell of a 
1966 \isit to Kicnhoa by 
Russians who came in a 
small motorboat launched 
from a submarine, They left 
the boat with the Vietcong 
for their own use, but ac 
cording to several accounts 
the Communists sank' it 
when they feared it had 
been spotted from the air. 

Tuong said that in .1965 he 
was in Tayninh Province 
near the Cambodian border 
when a Russian \I.~ho said he 
was a' journalist was 
·brought in for a visit at the 
local Communist headquar­
ters. 

To impress the visitor and 
at the same time preserve se. 
eurity, Tuong said, a tom­
pletely bogus headquarters 
was sat up, complete with 
·telephones and messengen 
running in and out. 

"~hether Tuong'.$ accounts, 
now several years old, are of 
anything more Ulan histor­
ical interest is not yet cleara 
But as one American official 
said, "They make sort of 
fascinatinR: reading." 
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