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Attack Simultanéouis
With the Bombings

WASHINGTON, Nov, 23 (AP).—Secretary of Defense Melvin R.
Laird disclosed today that a small force of U.S. troops landed 20 miles
west of Hanol in an attempt to rescue American prisoners of war
while U.S. fighter planes bombed enemy gun and missile sites in North
Vietnam over the weekend.

Mr. Laird said the task force, made up of Army and Air Foree
volunteers, landed in a helicopter at a prisoner of war camp which
was found to be abandoned.

The mission, Mr. Laird said, had been planned for months znd was
carried out with the approval of President Nixon. The gperaticn took
place north of the 19th parailel
last weekend, Mr, Laird told a
news conference.

He said the seareh and rescue
team returned safely without
serious casualties, but that one
helicopter that made a “controiled
crash landing” in the POW com-
pound was intentionally destroyed.

The raid was ordered after U.S.
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® U,S. sends aircraft on re-
connaissance missions over
North Vietnam. Story on
Page 3.

authorities received Information
that led them to believe that Amer-
ican prisoners were suffering un-
necessarily,

“If there had been prisoners in
the compound, they would have
been free men today,” he said.

He told the news conference tha
explosions reported around Hanoi
came from North Vietnamese gur-
face-to-air missiles which detonated
at low altitude,

The rzid on the POW camn

3|occurred sbout 2 pm. EST (1900
| GMT) Friday—sahout 2 a.m. Hanoi
% | time.
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The rescue team, Mr. Laird sald,
tToke IIto the compound amd timo-
oughly searched 1t, but found that
the POWs had Dbeen ‘recentiy
- vacated.”

“I had prepared with approval
of President Nixon a gearch and
;| Tescue mission,” said Mr., Laird,
- . after some of our men were
reported to be dying in North Viet-
nam.”

He said the rescue team had
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craft were limited to targets below
the 19th parallel. but he refused
to comment when asked if other
planes fired on targets north of
ithe paralle]l as charged by the
Hanoi government,

No Comment

Mr, Friedheim had no comment
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undergone intensive training before
leaving on what he called the
“hazardous” missicn near the
-iNorth Vietnamese capital.

He said that according to 2 well-
-|rehearsed plan. every building in
the prisoner compound was search-
ed.

Locks on doors of rocoms which
had beer used as detention cells
were removed.

Mr. Laird said this was not the
first time such missions had been
conducted in North Vietnam.

Earlier, the Delense Depariment
refused to rule out the possibility
- |that U.S. planes struck the Hanoi-
Haiphong area during weekend
raids against XNorth Vietnamese
missile and anti-aircraft sites,

Pentagon spokesman Jerry W.
Friedheim said the attacks by 250

fighter-bombers and supporti air-

when asked by newsmen to state
flatly whether any planes flew
above the 19tn parallel, which is
about 75 miles north of the
demilitarized zone ceparating North
and South Vietnam,

In a statement, he repeated the
secretary of defense’s announce-
ment Saturday that the “protective
reaction missions,” were in retalia-
tion for attacks oh unarmed U.S.
reconnaissance planes over North
Vietnam and to protect American
pilots flying strikes against Nerth
Vietnamese military supplies mov-
ing through Laos toward Socuth
Vietnam.

Mr. Friedheim =said the raids
were carried out over a seven-hour
period and announced th:
planes were lost, Hapoi






