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On Feb. 15, chanting < Downwith the (/S assassin "'y 3,000 Quny Nhonese

profesied against the wurder o
fo a I'S office and 7

j civilians on Februory vo, and sef fire
S military velicles,

NIXON'S MERCENARIES

HE bulk of invading troops
in Lower Laos, in the
llighway o region, are

essentially composed of Sai-
gOn units. Hesides the ¢ para-
troops,’’ there are the First
Infantry Division, the ** Ma-
rine '’ Idvigion, the Arnwourcd
Brigade (the two latter are
the only specimens of their
kinds in the puppet armed
forces) and ** Ranger " units.

The US commmand regards
them as crack units of the
Saigon army on whom Nixon
pins all his hopes to bring to
fruition his * Vietnamiza-
tion "’ plan,

What is their worth ?

Let’s deal first with the
First Infantry Division.

THE FIRST INFAN-
TRY DIVISION

ET up on Jan. 1, 1435,
S it is the clder of all the
big puppet units., It
consists of various elements
of the supplementary forces of
the former French expedi-
tionary corps stationmed in

saved its bacon on Highway
9 (Dong Ha-Khe Sanh} thanks
to the hurried ficlding of US
Third ** Marine " Division.
Evcentually Westmoreland
painstakingly tried to put it
back on its feet.

When the Tet 1908 SWeep-
ing offensives erupted, this
division was still “convalesc-
ing.’" From February to
August of that vear, the
patriotic forces put 13 of its
battalions out of action. In
February alome, the First
Regiment had 50%, of its
men on the casualty list ; the
Second Regiment lost 2,500
men, while the Third Kegi-
ment, badly mauled, had
only 580 men left, or 209,
of its original strength.
Reuter reported on March 11,
1963 that at least half of the
Saigon troops in the northern-
most  provinces (operating
areas of the Virst Infantry
Division) bad been put out
of action within one month,
Two of its three regiments,
one of the most veasoned

divisions of the Saigon army,
were hacked to picees in the
Hue engagements.

the PLAI® attacks. Since
1970, its losses have been
still verv hcavy and the
nworale of its troops very low.
It is one of the units having
the highest rates of deser-
tion, disob:dicnce (to march-
ing orders) and cven of
mutinies. '

Here are
cases :

some  typical

— In 1970, the Iirst In-
fantry Division had one
battalion and 4 companies
entirely wiped out and
battalions decimated. Three
ol its battalion commanders
were killed in the sawe year.
In May 1470, at Co Tien,
west of Huc city, its 54th
Regiment was written off
the musterroll with its P
overrun and & regimemntal
commander and his deputy
badly injured,



