
On Ftb. IS, clwntin::: "iJou'n r"ith tilt US assassin /",3,000 (}u,v Nhonese 
prottstrd a~ai)lst the IJ/urder oj rif'ilians on Februury lO, and set lire 

to 11 ('S ollilt and 7 ('S military {'ehides. 

NIXON'S MERCENARIES 
THE bulk of invading troops 

in Lower Laos, in the 
Highway 9 region, <Lrc 

esscntiallv composed of Sai· 
gon units: B,'sides the « para­
troops." there are the First 
Infantry Division. the" Ma­
rine" Division, tlw Armoured 
Brigade (the two laUer arc 
the only specimens or their 
kinds in the puppet armed 
forces) and "Hanger" units, 

The US command regards 
them as crack units of the 
Saigon army on whom Nixon 
pins all his bopes to bring to 
fruition his .. Vietn<lruiza.­
tion" plan. 

Wha.t is their worth? 

Let's dea.l first with the 
First Infantry Division. 

THE FIRST INF AN­
TRY DIVISION 

SET up on Jan. I, I<JS5, 
it is the elder of all the 
hig puppet units. It 

cOllsists of various elements 
of the 3upplementary forces of 
the former French expedi­
t~onary COl"~~ !';t~tioned in 

saved its bacon 011 Highway 
9 (Dong Ha-Khe Sanh) thanks 
to the hurried fidding of US 
Third ":\l;lrille" Division. 
Eventu:..llv v..'cstmoreland 
painstakingly tried to put it 
back on its feet. 

When the Tct l'loR sweep­
ing oHensives erupted, this 
division was still"convale~c­
ing." From February to 
August of that year, the 
patriotic forces put 13 of its 
battalions out of action. In 
February alone, the First 
Regiment had 50'1.. of its 
men on the casualty list; the 
Second Hegiruent lost 2,500 
men, while the Third Hegi­
ment, badly mauled, had 
only 580 mell lelt, or 20';{, 
of its original strength. 
Reuter reported on March I I, 

IQ68 that <It least hali of the 
Saigon troops in the northern­
most provinces (operating 
areas of the First Infrmtry 
Division) had been put out 
of action within one month, 
Two of its three regiments, 
one of the most i:'icasoned 
divisions of the Saigon army, 
were ha.cked to pieces in the 
Hup engagements, 

the PLAF attacks. Since 
JI)jO, its losses have been 
still very heavy anti the 
morale of its troops very low. 
1 t is one of the units having 
the highest rates of deser­
tion, disob!dicllCe (to march­
ing orders) and even of 
mutinies. 

Here are some typical 
case:, : 

.- In 1970, the First In­
fantry DiYision had one 
battalion and 4 companies 
entirely wiped out and 4 
battalions decimated. Three 
of its battalion commanders 
were killed in the same year. 
In May 1')70. at Co TieD, 
west or Hue city, its 54th 
Regiment was written off 
the musterroll with its CP 
overrun and 11 regimental 
commander and his ~leputy 
bndly injured. 


