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LAIRD DEPARTURE INTFRVIEW (TEXT) (¢799) { 7

WASHINGTON -~ FOLLOWING IS THME TRANSCRIPT OF A PRFSS INTERVIEW
WITH SECRETARY OF DEFEMSE MELVIN R, LAIRD PRIOR TO HIS DEPARTURE
FROM WASHINGTON JANUARY 5:

(REGIN TEXT)

CHAIRMAN MOORER AND I ARF LEAVING THIS MORNING TO MEET WITHM
THE PARIS MEGOTIATORS == AMPASSADOR PRUCE, AMRASSADOR HARIB,

AND GENERAL EWELL-TOMORROW, I ALSO WILL BE HAVING A MEETING

WITH THE FRENCH DEFENSE MINISTER, AND ADMIRAL MOORER WILL BE

MEETING WITH GENERAL FOURQUET. FRON THERF WF WILL GO TO THAILAND
AND THEN INTO VIETNAM., PURPOSE OF THE TRIP IS TO ASSESS THE PROGRESS
BEING MADE IN THE VIETNAMIZATION PROGRAM AMD TO MAKE AN

ASSESSMENT OF THE FUTURE TROOP WITHDRAWALS WHICH CAN BE MADE

AS A RESULT OF THE VIETNAMIZATION PROGRAM AND AS A RESULT OF THE
MILITARY SITUATION THAT DOFS FXIST IN SOUTHEAST ASIA,

I AM SURF THAT MOST OF YOU RFALIZE THAT IT wAS 11 MONTHS AGO
THAT 1 MADE A SIMILAR VISIT TO VIETNAM AMD AT THAT PARTICULAR
TIME WE HAD GREAT HOPES OF REDUCING THE AMERICAN PRESENCE AS
A RESULT OF THE VIETNANMIZATION PROGRAM, AND IN THAT | 1-MONTMS
PERIOD WE HAVE REDUCED ANMERICAN PRESENCE IN VIETNAM RY 130,000,
TODAY IN VIETNAN WE HAVE 335,40M MEN, WHEN WE TOOK OVER IN
THIS ADMINISTRATION, THE TROOP CRILING IN THAT COUNTRY WAS
249,587, THE AMERICAN PRESENCE WILL CONTINUE TO GO DOWN IN
SOUTHEAST ASIA AND IN VIETNAM,

AS YOU KNOW, WE WILL BE VISITING THAILAND AND VWE°VE ALREADY
REDUCED AMERICAN PRESENCE IN THAILAND THROUGH THE ANNOUNCFED
REDUCTIONS WHICH WE HAVE MADE RY 16,088, THIS IS PART OF THE
CONTINUING APPLICATION OF THE NIXONDOCTRINE IN ASIAs; TURNING OVER
GREATER MANPOWER RESPONSIRILITIES TO OUR ALLIFES AND FRIENDS IN
THAT AREA; GIVING THEM THE MILITARY ASSISTANCE THAT’S NEEDED
AND NECESSARY FOR THEM TO DO THE JOR.

IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS, I°D RE GLAD TO RESPOND.

QUESTION: MR. SECRETARY, LAST NIGHT THME PRESIDENT SEEMED TO
INDICATE THAT THERE MIGHT BE A STEP-UP IN WITHDRAWALS. DO YOU
SEE ANY POSSIRILITY OF THAT?
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SECRETARY LAIRD: I WILL RE MAKEING AN ASSESSMENT AFTER THE
TRIP, BUT 1'M CONFIDENT THAT WE WILL BE ABLE TO CONTINUE
o PROGRANM OF REDUCING AMERICAN PRESENCE IN VIETNAM., WE HAVE A
TROOP CEILING OF 284,mn7 TO MEET ON MAY 1, AND I CAN ASSURE ONCE
AGAIN THAT WE WILL MEET OR REAT THAT TROOP CEILING THAT
HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED BRY THE PRESIDENT OF THME UNITED STATES ON
MAY 1, THIS IS THE SIXTH CEILING THWAT WE HAVE HAD TO MERT,

AND ALL OF YOU WHO HAVE COVERED THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE KNOW
THAT WE®VE ALWAYS GONE AHEAD OF OUR CEILING, AS I SAID, THE TROOP
LEVEL IN VIETNAM TODAY IS 335,0@#, OUR TROOP CEILING AS OF

TODAY IS ALMOST 9,702 MORE THAN THE ACTUAL PRESENCE IN VIETNAM,

SO WE WILL MEET OR REAT THE TROOP CEILING OF MAY !. AS FAR

AS A FUTURE ASSESSMENT, THAT WILL PY MADE AND I WILL REPORT TO

THE PRESIDENT ALONG WITH THE CHAIRMAN OM AMY FUTURE (INAUDUBLF),

QUESTION: IS THIS TRIP GOING TO DEAL WITH JUST UP TO MAY 1,
OR ARE YOU GOING TO RE LOOXING BEYOND?

SECRETARY LAIRD: WE WILL PE LOOKING REYOND. TMF PURPOSE OF
THIS TRIP IS TO LOOK PEYOND THE MAY | TROOP CEILING AND TO
ASSESS THE PROGRAM AS FAR AS VIETNAMIZATION AND THE MILITARY
SITUATION IN SOUTHEAST ASIA FOR i971 AND AS WE FACE THE FUTURE
THE APPLICATION OF THFE NIXON DOCTRINE IN THAT AREA OF THE WORLD.

1 WAS PLEASED LAST NIGHT THAT THE PRESIDENT AGREED WITH ME
THAT PERHAPS THE GREATEST ACCOMPLISHMENT OF THE LAST TWO YEARS
HAS BEEN THE PROGRESS THAT WE HAVE REEN ARBLE TO MAKE WITH THE
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VIETNAMIZATION PROGRAM, AND DISENGAGING AND REDUCING THE AMERICAW
PRESENCE IN SOUTHEAST ASIA, AND PARTICULARLY IN VIETNAM,
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QUESTION: MR. SECRETARY, WHEN WOULD YOU ANTICIPATE THAT THE
ADMINISTRATION WOULD HAVE ANOTHER TROOP WITHDRAWAL ANNOUNCEMENT
DEALING WITH THE SITUATION AFTER MAY 17

SECRETARY LAIRD: 1 WOULD NOT WANT TO FIX ANY DATE, I
AM NOT ONE FOR MAXING PROJECTIONS AS TO THE EXACT DATE THE ANNOUNCE=
MENT WILL BE MADE ON A NEW TROOQP CEILING, BUT I CAN ASSURE THT
IT WILL PE MADE ON OR PEFORF THF FIRST OF MAY, BUT I AM NOT GOING
TO GIVE ANY PROJECTED DATE, I WILL MAKE
RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES, OUR
COMMANDER IN CHIEF, AND THE PRESIDENT OF TH® UNITED STATES WILL
MAKE THAT DETERMINATION,

QUESTION: WOULD YOU ANTICIPATE THEM THAT WF WOULD HAVE
ADDITIONAL TROOP WITHDRAWALS REYOND THE ANNOUNCED GOAL, AND BEYOND
MAY 1] THIS YEAR?

SECRETARY LAIRD: I WOULD CERTAINLY ANTICIPATE THAT TROOP
REDUCTIONS WOULD CONTINUE AS WE'VE MADE PROGRESS THIS PAST YEAR,
AND AS WE CONTINUE TOMAKE PROGRESS WITH OUR VIETNAMIZATION PRQO-
GRAM., SO, I WOULD ANTICIPATFE THE FUTURE WITHMDRAWAL OF AMERICANS IN
VIETNAM, BUT AS FAR AS NEW TROOP CEILING ANNOUNCEMENTS, CERTAIN
RECOMMENATIONS WILL BE MDE AFTER THE CHAIRMAN OF THE JOINT CMIEFS AND
I HAVE HAD AN OPPORTUNITY TO ASSESS THE SITUATION IN SOUTHEAST
ASIA, AND THOSE RECOMMENDATIONS WILL BE MADE TO THE PRRSIDEANT
OF THE UNITED STATES WHEN I RETURN.

THANK YOU VERY MUCH, GENTLEMEN, (END TEXT) ITEM
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LAIRD PRESS CONFERENCE IN PARIS (EXCERPTS) (2,128 - /

PARIS == FOLLOWING ARE EXCERPTS OF THE TRANSCRIPT OF
SECRETARY LAIRD®S PRESS COMFERENCE IM PARIS JANUARY 6:
(BEGIN EXCERPIS)

SECRETARY LAIRD: LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, I AM DELIGHMTED TO HAVE

THIS OPPORTUNITY TO MEET WITH YOU FOR A FEW MINUTES THIS MORNING
TO ANSWER YOUR PUESTIONS,

I wOouLD FIRST LIKE TO GIVE YOU A BRIEF REPORT ON THE REASONS FOR
OUR MEETING HERE TODAY WITH THE NEGOTIATING DELEGATION REPRESENTING
THE UNITED STATES, AND A MEETING ALSO WHICH CHAIRMAN MOORER OF

THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF AND I HAD WITH THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE
DELEGATION, AMBASSADOR LAM AND HIS PRINCIPAL DEPUTY,

THE ADMINISTRATION ATTACHES GREAT IMPORTANCE TO THE NEGOTIATIONS HERE
AT PARIS AND THE IMPORTANT WORX BEING CARRIED ON PY AMBASSADOR
BRUCE AND THE NEGOTIATING TEAM HERE IN PARIS,

THE AIM, OF COURSE, AND THE GOAL OF THIS ADMINISTRATION IS STILL
VERY MUCH A NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENT AS FAR AS SOUTHEAST ASIA IS
CONCERNED,

WE IN THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE HAVE HAD THE RESPONSIBILTY

FOR PUSHING FORWARD WITH THE VIETNAMIZATION PROGRAM AND HAVE ALWAYS
EMPHASIZED THE IMPORTANCE OF THE VIETNANIZATION PROGRAM AND ITS
IMPORTANT ASSOCIATION WITH A NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENT,

VIETNAMIZATION DOES NOT TAKE THE PLACE OF WEGOTIATION == IT MERELY
COMPLEMENTS NEGOTIATIONS, AND SHOULD NEGOTIATIONS FAIL, THE VIET-
NAMIZATION PROGRAM, PARTICULARLY THE MILITARY ASPECTS OF 1T, GIVES
A SURSTITUTE AND GIVES US THE OPPORTUNITY FOR WITHDRAWAL AND FOR
DISASSOCIATION AND DISENGAGEMENT AS FAR AS THE UNITED STATES
MILITARY FORCES ARE CONCERNED. AND THIS PROGRAM, DURING THE LAST
EIGHTEEN MONTHS, HAS MADE SUBSTANTIAL PROGRESS,

THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE FORCES HAVE BECOME MUCH BETTER EGUIPPED,

MUCH BETTER TRAINED, AND THE LEADERSHIP HAS IMPROVED TO THE POINT
WHERE THEY ARE ABLE TO TAXE OVER THE MILITARY BURDENS IN SOUTHEAST
ASIA AND PARTICULARLY IN SOUTH VIET=-NAM,

THIS PROGRESS THAT WE HAVE MADE WITH THE MILITARY ASPECTS OF THE
VIETNAMIZATION PROGRAM, HOWEVER, 1S IMPORTANT. BUT WE STILL ATTACH
GREATER IMPORTANCE TO THE NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENT AS FAR AS INDOCHINA
IS CONCERNED, AND WE BELIEVE THAT THE PROGRESS TWAT WE HAVE MADE IN
VIETNAMIZATION DOES PUT OUR NEGOTIATING TEAM IN A STRONGER

POSITION HFRE IN PARIS.
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THIS MORNING WE HAD A LENGTHY DISCUSSION WITH AME.SSADIR BRUCE,
AMBASSADOR HABIB AND WITH GENERAL EWELL CONCERNIN A W'DE RANGE

OF QUESTIONS THAT ARE UNDFER

DISCUSSION AS FAR AS VIET=-NAM IS CONCERNED, EUT ¥ PARIICULARLY .
DEALT AT SOME LENGTH OM THE EFFORTS WHICH OUR GOVRNMENT IS MAXING

ON THE PRISONER OF WAR ISSUE AND THE TREMENDOUS $PPORI WHICH WE

HAVE RECEIVED THROUGHOUT THE WORLD FROM CAPITALS LL OVER THE WORLD
AND FROM INDIVIDUALS AND FROM PEOPLE ALL OVER THEWORLD OM THECONCERNS

WHICH WE HAVE FOR THE SAFETY, THE HEALTH, THE WEL.-REING AND THE
IMPORTANCE WE ATTACH TO THE GFENEVA CONVENTIONS AS FAR AS THE TREATMENT

OF PRISONERS OF WAR, AND THE EFFORTS WHICH WE WIL. MA¥E ON

BEHALF OF THE PROTECTION AND THE RELEASE AND THE {EALTH AND THF
WELL-BFING OF THESE MEN, TO SEE THAT THEY CAN ON(I AG2IN BE FRLE

MEN., AND WE WILL CONTINUE TO MAXE AN ALL~OUT EFFRT FCR THE FRIEDOM
OF THESE PRISONERS OF WAR, TO SEE THAT THE ENEMY )OES LIVE UP

T0 THE GENEVA CONVENTIONS,

1 DON'T HAVE ANY OTHER COMMENTS TO MAKE, I THINK (T wOULD BE 2ETTER

IF 1 RESPONDED TO YOUR RURESTIONS,

AS YOU KNOW, THE CHAIRMAN OF THE JOINT CHMIEFS OF STAFF AND M/SELF
WILL HAVE SOME MEETINGS ¥ITH THE FRENCH THIS NOO) I WILL BE ATTEND NG

A LUNCHEON WITH DEFENSE MINISTER DERBRE, AND ADMIML FOORER VILL BE
MEETING WITH GENERAL FOURAUET. LAST DECEMBER, WHY I WAS HE'E, I
HAD A SIMILAR MEETING WITH THE FRENCH MINISTER O DEFENSE, AND AT
THAT TIME WE HAD A VERY GOOD DISCUSSION, AND I HVE ACCEPTED HIS
INVITATION TO BE WITH HIM THIS NOON FOR LUNCH., FIOM HERE WE WILL
THEN GO TO BANGKOX AND TO SOUTH VIET=NAM AND TME RETURN TC THE
UNITED STATES, A ,

Q. MR, SECRETARY, MANY OF US WHO HAVE COVERED T PEACE TKLKS

_ FOR THE LAST TWO YEARS HFRE HAVE OFTEN BEEN SOMEiHAT CONFUSED

AND EVEN RAFFLED RY SOME OF TME OPTIMISTIC STATEVENTS THAT COME
OUT OF WASHINGTON AROUT THE WAR COMING TO AN ENL, AND THE FRESIDENT
HIMSELF MENTIONED THIS THE OTHER EVENING,

NOW, THIS DOESN*T SEEM TO SQUARE WITH WHAT TME F/UR DELEGATIONS ARL
SAYING HERE AT THE PEACE TALKS. AND WE WONDER WH:THER THERE IS
SOMETHING THAT WE DON°T KNOW THAT WASHINGTON DOEj, OR HOW ONE
RECONCILES THE STATEMENTS BEING MADE HERE THAT %! PROGRESS WHAT~
SOEVER HAS PEEN MADE IN THE LAST YEAR OR TWO WITH THE OPTIMISM
THAT WE SOMETIMES FIND IN -

WASHINGTON THAT THE WAR IS COMING TO AN END,
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SECRETARY LAIRDt WELL, AS FAR AS THE UNITED SIATES INVOLVEMENT
IN SOUTH VIET=NAM IS CONCERNED, I THINK ONE ONLY “AS TO POINT TO
THE RECORD., AND DURING THE PAST EIGHTEEN MOMTHS {HE AMERICAN
INVOLVEMENT HAS REEN WINDING DOWN, WHEN I PECAME SECRETARY OF

DEFENSE AND WHEN THE NEW ADMINISTRATION TOOX OFFICL, OUR TROOP
CEILING IN SOUTH VIET=NAM WAS 549,503, THERE WAS A GOAL ESTABLISHED
FOR THE END OF THIS CALENDAR YEAR FOR TROOP PRESENCE IN SOUTH VIET~
NAM OF 344,000, WE BEAT THAT GOAL AND ARE AT A& FIGURE OF 335,000

AT THE PRESENT TIME. WE HAVE A NEW TROOP CEILING GOAL FOR NMAY 1
WHICH IS 284,006, WE WILL MEET OR BEAT THAT GOAL AS FAR AS TROOP
CEILING IS CONCERNED, AND WE WILL BE BELOW THE 284,892 ON THE FIRST
OF MAY., THIS 1S SUBSTANTIAL PROGRESS., THIS, COUPLED WITH THE
REDUCTION OF CASUALTIES BEING SUFFERED BY THE AMERICAN FORCES IN
VIETNAM, I THINK, IS SUBSTANTIAL PROGRESS ANY wWwaY YOU LGOK AT IT.
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WE WILL CONTINUE TO MAKFE FURTHER REDUCTIONS OF ANMERICAN TROOP
PRESENCE IN SQUTH VIET-NAM AND IN SOUTHEAST ASIA.

I THINK ONE HAS TO LOOK AT THE OVER=ALL REDUCTIONS WHICH WILL RE
MADE DURING THIS PERIOD OF TIME, RY THE END OF THIS FISCAL YEAR,
WE WILL HAVE REDUCED AMERICAN PRESENCE IN SOUTHEAST ASIA BY WELL
OVER 322,080 IN MILITARY PERSONNEL. WE HAVE DONE THIS AT THE SAME
TIME THAT THE MILITARY CAPABILITIES OF OUR ALLIES AND OUR FRIENDS
HAVE BEEN INCREASED.

SO WE HAVE MOVED INTO A STRONGER POSITION AS FAR AS THE AMERICAN
ALLIES AND FRIENDS IN SOUTHEAST AS1A, AND THEY HAVE GREATER MILITARY
CAPABILITY, AT THE SAME TIME, THE AMERICAN MANPOWER PRESENCE

HAS BEFN REDUCED,

AND 1 BELIEVE THAT ANY WAY YOU LOOX AT THAT, THAT IS
SUBSTANTIAL PROGRESS.

9. MR. SECRETARY, PRESIDENT MNIXON IN HIS APPEARANCE ON MONDAY
NIGHT SAID HE COULD SEE THE END OF THE U.S. COMBAT ROLE IN VIET=NAM
AND IMPLIED IT COULD COME BEFORE 1972, DO YOU THINK THAT U.S.
GROUND TROOPS MAY BE OUT OF VIET=NAM THIS YEAR?
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SECRETARY LAIRD: WE WILL BE IN A POSITION IN THME COURSE OF THIS
YEAR WHERE THE AMERICAN COMBAT RESPONSIBILITY WILL BE REMOVED AS
FAR AS SOUTH VIET=-NAM IS CONCERNED. WE ARE APPROACHING THAT
POSITION ON QUR MAY | TROOP CEILING DEADLINE. NOW, THE POSITION
OF AMERICAN FORCES IN SOUTH VIETNAM AFTER THE MID=-SUMMER PERIOD OF
1971, CALENDAR °* 71, WILL BE SUCH THAT WE WILL HMAVE A LOGISTIC ROLE,
WE WILL HAVE AN AIR SUPPORT ROLE, AND THAT THE COMBAT FORCES WHICH
WILL BE ASSIGNED TO THE LOGISTIC SUPPORT AND ARTILLERY ROLES WILL
NOT BE A COMBAT MISSION RUT WILL BE A SECURITY M1SSION. THEY WILL
BE THERE TO PROTECT AMD TO SECURE THF FORCES THAT ARE ASSIGNED
THESE ROLFS.

IN THE PHASE ONE OF THE VIETNAMIZATION PROGRAM, WHICH WILL BE
COMPLETED THIS YEAR, THE COMBAT RESPONSIRILITY IN SOUTH VIET=NAM
WILL BE COMPLETELY TURNED OVER TO THE SOUTH VIETMAMESE GOVERNMENT.
IN PHASE TWO OF THE VIETNAMIZATION PROGRAM, AS YF MOVE FORWARD TO
TURN OVER THE RESPONSIBILITY IN LOGISTICS, ARTILLERY AND IN AIR
SUPPORT, THERE WILL BE COMBAT TROOPS ASSIGNED IN A SECURITY ROLE,
BUT PHASE TWO OF THE VIETNAMIZATION TAKES A LITTLE LONGER BECAUSE
OF THE TRAINING THAT 1S REQUIRED IN THE AIR SUPPORT ROLE, IN THE
LOGISTIC ROLE, AND THE ARTILLERY ROLE,

BUT I VANT TO MAXE IT EVIDENT TO ALL OF YOU THAT WE ARE AHEAD OF
SCHEDULE IN PHASE TWO OF THE VIETNAMIZATION PROGRAM IN TURNING OVER
THE ARTILLERY, THE LOGISTIC AND THE AIR RESPONSIRILITIES, WHICH

IS PHASE TWO OF THE VIETNAMIZATION PROGRAM, FROM THE MILITARY
STANDPOINT. AND WE ARFE AHEAD OF SCHEDULE IN ALL ASPECTS OF PMASE
TWO OF THE VIETNANIZATION PROGRAM, WE ARE AHEAD OF SCHEDULE IN
PHASE ONE, WHICH IS TURNING OVER THE COMPLETE COMBAT RESPONSIRILITY
IN=COUNTRY TO THE FORCES OF SOUTH VIET=NAM,

Qo WELL, SIR, DO YOU THINK THAT TMIS VIETNAMIZATION PROGRAM IS
COMPLETELY IRREVERSIBLE? SUPPOSE WE GO THROUGH PHASE ONE AND WE GO
THROUGH PHASE TW0 AND THE COMMUNIST FORCES THEN LAUNCH AN OFFENSIVE
WHICH APPEARS TO HAVE A GOOD POSSIBILITY OF SUCCESS, DO WE THEWN
LEAVE THINGS WHERE THEY ARE, OR DO WE HAVE THE CAPABILITY OF COMING
BACK?

A
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SECRETARY LAIRD: I THINK THERE IS SOMF MISUNDERSTANDING, FROM THE
QUESTION, OF WHAT THE VIETNAMIZATION PROGRAM IS; THE VIETNAMIZATION
PROGRAM, AS PLANNED AND AS IMPLEMENTFD BY THIS ADMINISTRATION,
PLACES THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE IN A POSITION WHERE THEY CAN MEET NOT
ONLY THE VC THREAT, BUT THE NORTH VIETNAMESF THREAT AS WELL. AND
OUR PLANNING IS ON THAT BASIS.

8, YOUR PLANNING, SIR, HAS SOMETIMES BEEN OFF REFORE,

SECRETARY LAIRD: I DON'T KNOW WHEN IT HAS BEEN OFF, BECAUSE
WE HAVE BEEN AHEAD OF SCHEDULE ON THIS VIETNAMIZATION PROGRAM
AT ALL TIMES. AND THE VIETNAMIZATION PROGRAM WAS FIRST SET
FORWARD BY ME AND OUTLINED TO THE es0o0/coe

CONGRESS ON BEHALF OF THE NIXON ADMINISTRATION. AND OUR
PLANNING HAS NOT BEEN OFF BY ONE DAY OR ONE WEEK, IT HAS
BEEN AHEAD OF SCHEDULE IN ALL CASES,

R I°M REFERRING TO ESTIMATES OF THE NORTH VIETNAMESE
CAPARILITY OVER THE PAST FIVE YEARS.

SECRETARY LAIRDs WELL, I WILL RE RESPONSIBLE FOR THOSE
ESTIMATES DURING THE PAST TWwO YEARS, I RAISED SOME QUESTIONS
PRIOR TO THMAT TIME, RUT I WILL NOT TAXE THE RESPONSIRILITY
PRIOR TO THAT TIME.

Q@ MR, SECRETARY, FROM YOUR LATEST ASSESSMENT NOW TODAY
OF THE NEGOTIATIONS HERE IN PARIS, EO YOU FEEL THAT THE VIETNA-
MIZATION PROGRAM HAS IN ANY WAY SOFTEN®D THE ATTITUDE OF THE
OTHER SIDE IN THESE NEGOTIATIONS OR CHANGED IT IN ANY WAY,
OR IMPROVED THE AMERICAN POSITION HERE IN THF NEGOTIATIONS?

SECRETARY LAIRD: I CANNOT MAKFE SUCH AN ASSESSMFENT.
I HAVE NOT SEEN SUBSTANTIAL PROGRESS AS FAR AS THE NEGOTIATIONS
ARE CONCERNED, I PELIEVE, HOWEVER, THAT WE HAVE HAD SOME
PROGRESS AS FAR AS THE PRISOMNER OF WAR ISSUE IS CONCERNED,
SINCE WE HAVE MADE THIS AN INTERNATIOMNAL ISSUE AND HAVE
BEEN DISCUSSING IT PUBLICLY, THERE HAVE BEEN SOME INDICATIONS
OF IMPROVEMENT AS FAR AS COMMUNICATIONS ARE CONCERNED AND AS
FAR AS THE NUMPER OF LETTERS REING

ECEIVED IN THE UNITED

STATES. WE HAVE NOT HAD ANY MOVEMENT, HOWEVER, AS FAR AS LIVING
UP TO THE GENEVA CONVENTION AND WE STILL WILL CONTINUE TO PRESS
ON THAT.
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I THINK, HOWEVER, THAT WE ARE VERY CONFIDENT
THAT THE VIETNAMIZATION PROGRAM WILL WORK FROM A MILITARY
STANDPOINT. I THINK IT IS WORKING. AND THE CAPAEILITY OF THE
SOUTH VIETNAMESE CONTINUES TO IMNPROVE. AND 1 THINK THAT THE
NORTH VIETNAMESE AND THE VIET CONG CAN DO VERY WELL TO TAKE
NOTICE OF THIS CONTINUING PROGRESS THAT IS BEING MADE AS FAR
AS SOUTH VIETNAM IS CONCERNED.sso ,

Q@ MR, SECRETARY, AT A RECENT NEWS CONFERENCE YOU DESCRIRED
THE NORTH VIETNAMESE RELEASE OF A LIST OF POW'S AS BEING
INADEQUATE AND INHUMANE, AND, IN EFFECT, THAT IT WAS SOME
SORT OF A CHEAT, NOW, WHAT EVIDENCE =~

SECRETARY LAIRD: YOU HAVE DONE A VERY GOOD JOB QUOTING
WHAT I HAVE SAID, BUT I THINK IT IS COMPLETELY OUT OF CONEXT,
AND I DON®T THINK THAT IS AN EXACT QUOTE,
BUT I THINX IT GIVES SORT OF A FLAVOR OF WHMAT I SAID.

Q RIGHT, WHKAT EVIDENCE DO WE, HAVE THAT THERE ARE MORE
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PRISONERS WHO HAVE NOT BEEN REPORTED?

SECRETARY LAIRD: WELL, I THINX ALL ¥E ¥EED TO DO IS TO
POINT TO THE GENEVA CONVENTION. 1IT MAKES IT VERY CLEAR WHAT THE
RULES, THE REGULATIONS, ARE, AND THERE 1S N0 REASON THAT THESE
POW CAMPS SHOULD NOT BE OPENED UP TO INSPECTION BY THE INTER«-
NATIONAL RED CROSS. 1IT SEEMS TO ME THAT IT IS IMHUMANE FOR
FAMILIES, FOR MOTHERS, FOR PARENTS OF MEN THAT ARE MISSING IN
ACTION TO BE KEPT IN THIS KIND OF SUSPENSE OVER SUCH A LONC
PERIOD OF TIME, I WOULD SAY IT IS INHUMANE, I SAY THAT THE
PTHER SIDE, THE ENEMY, CAN HANDLE THIS RY MERELY LIVING UP TO THE
GENEVA CONVENTION AND SATISFYING THE REQUIREMENTS, THAT EVERY
NATION, I BELIEVE, THAT HYAS BEEN A PARTY TO THE CONVENTION
SUPOORTS WHOLEHEARTEDLY,

@ WMAT EVIDENCE IS TWERE THAT THERE ARE MORE PRISONERS?

SECRETARY LAIRDs WE XNO¥ THE NUMBER OF PEOPLE THAT ARE
MISSING IN NORTH VIETNAM AND IN LAOS AND
SOUTH VIET-NAM, WE XNOW THAT MANY OF THESE SUPPOSED LOSSES USED
PARACHUTES, THEY WERE IN A POSITION WHERE THEY WERE CAPABLE OF
BEING CAPTURED. WE DO NOT SEE ANY REASON WHY THIS SHOULD NOT BE
MADE A MATTER OPEN TO PUBLIC INSPECTION., AND WE DO NOT SEE ANY
REASON WHY THESE WIVES, THESE MOTHERS, THESE FATHERS SHOLLD
BE KEPT IN THIS STATE OF SUSPENSE.
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IT IS VERY EASY FOR THE OTHER SIDE TO OPEX UP THIS WHOLE MATTER

TO PUBLIC INSPECTION, AND WE INSIST THAT THAT BE THE CASE.

WE ARE DOING IT AS FAR AS ANY CAPTURED PRISONERS IN THE SOUTM
WHICH HAVE BEEN TURNED OVER TO THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE. THIS IS A
MATTER OF PUBLIC REVIEW ON A REGULAR BASIS. WE SEE NO REASON WHY
THERE SHOULD RE ANY QUESTION ABOUT THIS MATTER, THERE WOULD BE NO
QUESTION ABOUT IT IF THE GENEVA CONVENTION VWAS UPMELD.

Q. ¥R, SECRETARY, FOR THE SAKE OF CLARIFICATION, I WOULD LIKE TO
HAVE YOUR DEFINITION OF THE WORD"VIETNAMIZATION."

SECRETARY LAIRD: IF YOU WANT A DEFINITION OF THE TERM "VIETNAMI-
ZATION,"

IT IS A VERY IMPORTANT PART OF THE NIXON DOCTRINE, AND ONE HAS TO
UNDERSTAND COMPLETELY THE NIXON DOCTRINE, WHICH IS A DOCTRINE OF
PARTNERSHIP, STRENGTH, AND A WILLINGNESS TO NEGOTIATE. THE VIETNA-
MIZATION IS A PART OF THE NIXON DOCTRINE IN THAT IT IS BUILDING UP
A PARTNER OF OURS TO FACE THE MILITARY THREAT IN VIET-NAM, THIS
PARTICULAR VIETNAMIZATION PROGRAM PLACES GREAT ENMPHASIS ON BUILDING
UP THE ECONOMY, THE MILITARY STRENGHT, THAT 1S VEEDED AND NECESSARY
TO FACE THE POTENTIAL THREAT FROM THE NORTH VIETNAMESE AND THE vC,
TO FACE THIS THREAT WITHOUT RELYING UPON AMERICAN MANPOWER,

€. MR, SECRETARY, WHEN PRESIDENT NIXON PROPOSED HIS OCTOBER FIVE
POINT PEACE PROPOSAL HE TALKED IN A VERY GENERAL WAY ON THE POLITICAL
ASPECT OF THE SETTLEMENT IN SOUTH VIET=-NAM, I BELIEVE IT IS THE
POLICY OF YOUR ADMINISTRATION TO LEAVE THE POLITICAL SETTLEMENT

IN SOUTH VIETNAM TO THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE., NOW, OBSERVERS HERE IN
PARIS TO THE NEGOTIATIONS HAVE REEN EXPECTING THAT THERE MIGHT RE

A MOVE FROM THE SAIGON GOVERNMENT TO GO PEYOND THE RATHER VAGUE
STATEMENT OF"GENERAL ELECTIONS"™ WHICH PRESIDENT THIEU PROPOSED
SOMETIME AGO, W¥MEN YOU SEE GFNERAL THIEU WILL YOU DISCUSS THIS

WITH HIM?

SECRETARY LAIRDt GENERALLY, WE BELIEVE THE QUESTION OF THE ELECTIONS
IN SOUTH VIET=NAM IS A MATTER THAT SHOULD BE HANDLED BY THE PEOPLE

OF SOUTH VIET=NAM, THERE HAVE BEEN VARIOUS OFFERS MADE AS FAR AS
SUPERVISION OF THESE ELECTIONS RY VARICUS GROUPS OF INTERNATIONAL
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LAIRD INTERVIEW AT BANGKOK AIRPORT (EXCERPTS)  (558)

. BANGKOK == FOLLOWING ARE EXCERPTS FROM THE TRANSCRIPT OF
REMARKS BY DEFENSE SECRETARY MELVIN R. LAIRD ON WIS ARRIVAL AT THE
BANGKOK AIRPORT JANUARY 7¢

(REGIN EXCERPTS)

~ QUESTIONt MR, SECRETARY, WHAT SPECIFIC SUBJECTS WILL YOU
DISCUSS HERE, SIR?

~ SECRETARY LAIRD: OF COURSE, BEING SECRETARY OF DEFENSE, I HAVE
GERTAIN RESPONSIRILITIES AS FAR AS THE MILITARY ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS
ARE CONCERNED AND ALSO AS FAR AS MEETING OUR TREATY OPLIGATIONS
WHICH WE SHARE IN THIS AREA OF THE WORLD. WE ARE DOING WHAT WE



C
- AN TO SEE THAT THE NIXON DOCTRINF OF PARTNERSMIP, OF STRENGTH, AND
A WILLINGNESS TO NEGOTIATE IS UNDERSTOOD NOT ONLY IN ASIA BUT
'THROUGHOUT THE WORLD. AS EW APPLY TME PRINCIPLES OF THE NIXON
DOCTRINE, OUR MILITARY ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS BECOME MORE IMPORTANT
IN MEETING THE TREATY OBLIGATIONS WHICH WE SHMARE WITH THE THAI
GOVERAMENT, -
: QUESTION: MR, SECRETARY, HOW SATISFIED ARE YOU WITM THE
VIETNAMIZATION PROGRAM?
. SECRETARY LAIRD: THE VIETNAMIZATION PROGRAM HAS MOVED AHEAD OF
'SCHEDULE3; AND ALL PHASES, AS FAR AS TURNING OVFR THE COMBAT
RESPONSIBILITIES IN SOUTH VIETNAM TO THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE FORCES,
‘AS FAR AS PREPARING THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE TO TAKE A GREATER ROLE,
AS FAR AS AIR, ARTILLERY AND LOGISTIC SUPPORT, WE ARE AHEAD OF
'SCHEDULE AS FAR AS THIS PROGRAM IS CONCERNED, IT HAS PERMITTED
‘A REDUCTION OF AMERICAN FORCES WHICH HAS TAKEN PLACE AND IS TAKING
PLACE AND IT HAS PERMITTED (WILL PERMIT) A REDUCTION AS FAR AS
THAI FORCES ARE CONCERNED IN VIETNAM, THE PROGRANM MAS MOVED
FORWARD VERY WELL, AND THESE ANTICIPATED REDUCTIONS WHICH WILL BF
‘MADE DURING THIS PARTICULAR CALENDAR YEAR ARE POSSIPLE BFRCAUSE
’ggog:EmPROGRESS OF TRE MILITARY ASPECTS OF THE VIFETNAMIZATION
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QUESTION: HOW WILL THE NIXON DOCTRINE AFFECT MILITARY FINANCIAL
ASSISTANCE TO THAILAND?

SECRETARY LAIRD: AS FAR AS THE EFFECT OF THE NIXON DOCTRINE ON
THE MILITARY ASSISTANCE PROGRAI, IT WILL MEAN THAT THE MILITARY
ASSISTANCE AS FAR AS THE DIRFCT AID I5 COMNCERNED AND THE EXCESS
MILITARY STOCKS WHICH ARE MADE AVAILABLE TO OUR ALLIES, ®ILL BE
INCREASED DURING THE PERIOD OF THE NEXT DECADE.

AS WE APPLY THE THEORY OF THE NIXON DOCTRINE OF PARTNERSHIP, OF
'STRENGTH, AND A WILLINGNESS TO NEGOTIATFE, OF COURSE WE WILL BE
RELYING ON THE MANPOWER, TO A GREATER EXTENT, OF OUR ALLIES, BUT
BECAUSE OF THE LACK OF RESOURCES THAT DOES EXIST AS FAR AS MANY OF
OUR ALLIES ARE CONCERNED, IT WILL NEESSITATE MILTARY ASSISTANCE,
AND THE MILITARY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM WE ANTICIPATE WILL BE INCREASED
QS FAR AS THE APPLICATION, AND IN THE APPLICATION, OF THE NIXON
OCTRINE,
. QUESTION: MR, SECRETARY, ARE YOU GOING TO MEET WITH THE CAMRODIAN
OFFICIALS, SIR? EITHER HERE ON VIETMNAM?
i SECRETARY LAIRD: I DON°T HAVE SUCH A MFETING SCHMEDULED AT THIS
TIME,
- QUESTION: DO YOU HAVE ANY PLANS TO GO TO PHNOM PENH, MR,
SECRETARY?

SECRETARY LAIRDs I HAVE NO PLANS AT THIS TIME, I AM GOING FROM
HERE TO VIETNAM,.

QUESTIONs HAS A DEADLINE REEN SET FOR THE WITHDRAWAL OF THE
UNITED STATES COMBAT TROOPS IN VIFETNAM? FOR EXAMPLE, MAY IST?

- SECRETARY LAIRD: RY MAY 1ST, WE WILL YAVE A TROOP STRENGTW INW
VIETNAM WHICH IS A CEILING WHICH HAS BEEN ANNOUNCED RY THE PRESIDENT
WHICH 1S 284,680, THIS IS A REDUCTION OF THE CEILING FROM 549,506 TO
284,000 AS OF MAY 1. A MAJOR PORTION OF OUR COMBAT FORCES THAT

HAVE A COMBAT RESPONSIBILITY OR A COMPAT ASSIGNMENT WITHIN

COUNTRY WILL HAVE BEEN WITHDRAWN RY THAT TIME. HOWEVER, I DON°'T

WANT WILL WOT BE A COMBAT RESPONSIRILITY AS SUCH, IT WILL BE
PRIMARILY A SECURITY RESPORSIRILITY AS WE PROCEED WITH PHASE II OF
THE VIETNAMIZATION PROGRAM WHICH TAKES INTO ACCOUNT THE ARTILLERY,
THE LOGISTIC SUPPORT, AND THF AIR SUPPORT; AND THESE COMBAT FORCES
WILL PE ASSIGWNED THE SECURITY ROLE AS FAR AS THESE REMAINING

FORCES, AS WE PROCEED WITH PHASE II OF THE VIETNAMIZATION PROGRAM.
(END EXCERPTS) ITENM.
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WASHINGTON ~- FOLLOWING ARE EXCERPTS FROM THE TRANSCRIPT {
OF SECRETARY OF DEFENSE LAIRD®S NEVWS CONFERFNCE JAMUARY 20
DEALING WITH HIS RECENT VISIT ToO SOUTHEAST ASIA AND SUBSEQUENT
EVENTS,

(BEGIN EXCERPTS)

SECRETARY LAIRD: LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, AS I TOLD YOU BEFORE

I LEFT ON THE TRIP TO PARIS AND TO SOUTHEAST ASIA, TG THAILAND
AND VIETNAM, THAT I WOULD REPORT TO YOU ON MY RETURN AFTER I
HAD AN CPPORTUNITY TC REPORT TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED
STATES. ..

I REPORTED TO THE PRESIDENT THAT IN MY VIEW IT WAS CRUCIAL TO

THE SUCCESS OF VIETNAMIZATION THAT WE USE OUR AIR AND OUR SEA
RESOURCES, FIRST TO PROTECT THR LIVES OF THE MEN THAT ARE SERVING
UNDER THE SUPERE LEADERSHIP OF GENERAL ABRAMNS, AND SEC@NDLY,

TO ENHANCE VIETWAMIZATION AND TO FNABLE US TO BRING HONME

- ADDITIONAL THHOUSANDS OF AMERICANS FROM VIETNAMo o e

SECRETARY LAIRD, YOU ASSURED US SOME MANY MGNTHS AGO THAT THERE
WOULD BE NO CREDIBILITY GAP HERE, AND YET, THERE HAS REEN A
CREDIBILITY GAP THAT HAS REEN YAWNING WIDER AND WIDER IN THE

LAST FEW WEEXS, AND THAT IS THAT IN JUNE OF 1574,

BR. YIXCN AND COTHERS IM THE WHITE HOUSE INDICATED THAT THERE WOULD

)



BE AN =MD TO COMBAT AIR SUPPORT AND OUR LOGISTICS SUPPORT DIRECT ¢
IN CaMSODIA ONCE OUR TROOPS ON THE GROUND HAD LEFT THERE.

THIS POLICY SEEMS TO HAVE CHANGED IN RECENT WEEXS. CAX YGU
EXPLAIN WHAT THIS CHANGFE IN POLICY IS?

LAIRD: FIRST, I WOULD LIKE TO ADDRESS MYSELF TO THE CREDIBILITY
PART OF YOUR QUESTION. SINCE I HWAVE SERVED OVER HERE IN THIS
BUILDING, WE HAVE MADE SEVERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM TIME TO TIME
AS TO WHERE WE WOULD BE AND WHAT WE WOULD DO, THESE ANNOUNCEMENTS
HAVE BEEN MADE BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES

AND EACH TIME AN ANNOUNCEMENT HAS BFEEN MADE, THE CREDIBILITY OF
THOSE ANNOUNCEMENTS SFEEMS TO HAVE BEEN CUESTIONED. I THHNK THE
BEST JUDGMENT AS TO WHETHER THEY ARE CREDIBLE OR ROT IS IN THE
DELIVERY, WE HAVE ANNOUNCED SIX SEPARATE TROOP WITHDRAWALS

FROM VIETNAM, AND ON EVERY OCCASION WE WAVE DEL IVERED ON THOSE
ANNOUNCEMENTS. _
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THIS 1S SOMETHING THAT HAD NOT HAPPENED REFORE AS FOR AS SOUTH=

EAST ASIA 1S CONCERNED DURING THE PAST FIVE YEARS, BUT I WOULD

LIKE TO CALL TO YOUR ATTENTION THAT EACH TIME THOSE ANNOUNCEMENTS HAVE
BEEN MADE THERE HAVE BEFN THOSE THAT HAVE DOUBTED WKETHER VWE

WOULD DELIVER. THE RECORD WILL SHOW THAT FACH OF THE LAST

FIVE HAS REEN MET, I CAN ASSURE YOU THAT THE SIXTH INCREMENT OF

OUR WITHDRAWAL WILL BE MET AND THAT WF WILL BFEAT THE TROOP CEILING

OF 284,080 ON MAY 1.

THEN THERE WAS ANOTHER ANNOUNCEMENT WHICH WAS CHALLENGED AS TO
WHETHER IT WAS CREDIBLE OR NOT. THAT WAS THE AYNOUNCEMENT THAT
OUR GROUND FORCES WOULD BE OUT OF CAMBODIA AFTER THE OPERATIONS
WERE CONCLUDED DURING THE 68~DAY PERIOD WHICH WAS OUTLINED RY
THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES,

I JUST RECENTLY REREAD SOME OF THE EDITORIALS WHICH WERE
WRITTEN THAT THIS WAS A PROBLEM AND THAT WE WOULD NOT DELIVER,
EVERY GROUND SOLDIER WAS REMOVED FROMVWMRODIA AT THE CLOSE OF
THE SANCTUARY OPERATIONS ON SCHEDULE OR AHEAD OF TIME, THAT
ANNOUNCEMENT WAS MET,

THE SECOND PART OF YQUR QUESTION DEALS WITH THE FOLLOWUP OF

THE CAMBODIAN SANCTUARY OPERATIONS OF 1978 IN WHICH THE
PRESIDENT SAID, I BELIEVE ON JUNE 3%, THAT AIR SUPPORT WOULD
NOT BE USED OR NOT NECESSARY DURING THE TERMINATION OF TMOSE
SANCTUARY OPERATIONS, THIS WAS A CORRECT STATEMENT, BECAUSE THE
SOUTH VIETNAMESE AIR FORCE AT THAT TIME FELT THAT THEY COULD
PERFORM THE AIR SUPPORT THAT WAS NEEDED AND NECESSARY TO FINISH
UP THOSE SANCTUARY OPERATIONS PRIOR TO THE RAINY SEASON SETTING
I#, WHICH OF COURSE TERMINATED THAT PHASE OF THE CAMRODIAY
OPERATION AS FAR AS THE SOUTH VIETMAMESE WERE CONCERNED,

WE DID, HOWEVER, USE AIR POWER IN CAMBODIA, AND WE HAVE
CONTINUED TO USE IT, ALTHOUGH IT WAS NOT DIRECTLY RELATED TO THE
SOUTH VIETNAMESE SANCTUARY OPERATION, WE HAVE CONTINUED AND AS
THE PRESIDENT SAID IN THAT SAME STATEMENT ON JUNE 3@, HE SAID

WE WILL CONDUCT WITH THE APPROVAL OF THE CAMBODIAN GOVERNHMERTe=
1 AM PARAPHRASING THIS-~AIR OPERATIONS AGAINST ENEMY FORCES AS
THEY MOVE SUPPLIES AND PERSONNEL THROUGH CAMBODIA TOWARDS SOUTH
VIETNAM AND REESTARLISH THEIR SANCTUARY AREAS,
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TooORT Y WANT YO ORT INTO A STHMANTIO PRORLEM HERE 0F WHAT ¥iun



MISSIGN IS CALLED, OR THAT MISSION, I HAVE ALWAYS CALL:ID .7

"pIR ACTIVITIES,™ “AIR SUPPORT™ AS FAR AS CAMBODIA IS CONCEZHHID,
aND I DOW‘T CARE TO GET INTO A QUESTION OF SEMANTICS 0N Tral.

WE WILL USE AIR POWER, AND AS LONG A5 I AM SERVING IN THI:Z 00T,

1 WILL RECOMMEND THAT WE USE AIR POWER TO SUPPLEMENT THE S0UTH
VIETHAMESE FORCES, AS FAR AS THE AIR CAMPAIGN IN SOUTM VIFTHAM,
LAOS AND CAMBODIA. I THINK THAT THAT IS DONE FOR VERY GOOD} REASOY.
AS I STATED IN MY REPORT TO THE PRESIDENT, FIRST, TO REDUCE
AMERICAN CASUALTIES AND PROTECT AMERICAN LIVES AS WE CONTIRUE

TO WITHDRAW AND REDUCE THE AMERICAN PRESENCE IN SOUTHEAST ASIA
AND PARTICULARLY iIN VIETNAM; SECONDLY, AS WE CONTINUR TQ SEE THAY
THE VIETNAMIZATION PROGRAM AND THE SUCCESS OF THAT PROGRAM IS
ASSURED AND AS THE PHASE II OF THE VIETNAMIZATION PROGRAM GOLS

- FORWARD,

THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE WILL BE IN A POSITION, AS THE CAMBODIANS
WILL BFE IN A BETTER POSITION. THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE ARE ACGUIRING
THE AIR CAPABILITY, AND THE MOVEMENT THAT WE°VE MADE WITH THE
TRANSFER OF WELL OVER 386 HELICOPTERS IN THIS LAST YEAR, I
THINK IS SIGNIFICANT PROGRESS., THE PROGRESS WE ARE MAXING AS
FAR AS THE FIXED WING AIRCRAFT IS CONCERHED IS IMPORTANT, BUT
WE ARE GOING TO SUPPLEMENT AS FAR AS AIR POWER IS CONCERNED.

I DON’T WANT ANYONE TO LEAVE THIS ROOM WITH ANY OTHER UNDER=-
STANDING, I HAVE OUTLINED THAT TO THE CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEES.
WE HAVE THIS AUTHORITY. IT WAS SPELLED OUT CLEARLY IR THE
CONGRESSIONAL LEGISLATION WHICH PASSED. THE AUTHORS OF THE
AMENDMENTS WHICH LIMIT GROUND COMBAT ACTIVITIES, WHICH I
SUPPORT, AND WHICH 1 WILL SEE ARE LIVED UP TO RY THIS
ADMINISTRATION AND RY THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE.

WE WILL FOLLOW THOSE CONGRESSIONAL MANDATES. BUT AS FAR AS

AIR AND SEA ACTIVITIES, THE LAW IS VERY CLEAR THAT AS FAR AS

THE, SANCTUARIES OR AS FAR AS PROTECTING THE VIETNAMIZATION
PROGRAM, PROTECTING AMERICAN LIVES, INSURING WITHDRAWAL, ALL

OF THOSE TERMS ARE WRITTEN VERY EMPHATICALLY AND CLEARLY INTO
THE CONGRESSIONAL LEGISLATION, WHICH PASSED IN THIS LAST SESSION
OF CONGRESS. WE WILL ARIDE BY THOSE CONGRESSIONAL MANDATES AND
WE ARE LIVING WITHIN THOSE CONGRESSIONAL MANDATFRS TODAY,
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Q. MR, SECRETARY, WOULD YOU SAY THAT THE FORCE IN
TWO MOUNTAIN PASSES IS ATTEMPTING TC REESTABLISH A SANCTUARY
IN CAMBODIA; THAT THE USE OF HELICOPTER GUN SHIPS TO ATTEMPT TC
DISLODGE THEM IS AN INTERDICTION OF SUPPLIES THAT MIGHT
EVENTUALLY COME INTO VIETNAM AND THAT THAT IS NOT A BROAD END
DEFINITION OF WHAT YOU AND THE PRESIDENT AND JFRRY FRIEDWEIM
AND EVERYBODY ELSE IN TOWN WAS SAYING LAST JUNE?

LAIRD: I KNOW WHAT I WAS SAYING LAST JUNE, AND

PRIOR TO THAT TIME, THAT WE WOULD USE AIR POWER IN CAMBODIA.
I THINK IF YOU WILL RERFAD THE TESTIMONY IN WHICH I WAS
QUIZZED BY THE SENATE FOREIGN RELATIONS COMMITTEE, IT°S VERY
CLEAR. AND I XNOW YOU®'VE REREAD THAT,

Q. I HAVE, HAVE I ASKED TOUO MANY QUESTIONS? 1
WOULD LIXE ONE ON THAT HIGHWAY.

SECRETARY LAIRD: IF YOU WANT TO GET INTO THAT PARTICULAR

OPERATION, SUPPLEMENTAL AIR POWER HAS BEEN USED TO SUPPLEMENT THE
FORCES OF SOUTH VIETNAM, AS YOU KNOW, OUR INFORMATION OF THE
PREVIOUS LOGISTIC SUPPLY ROUTE FOR IV CORPS AND III CORPS IHDICHYES
VERY CLEARLY THAT THE VAST MAJORITY OF ALL OF THE SUPPLIES

THAT MOVED INTO II1 AND IV CORPS DID ORIGINATE IN THAT AREA

NEAR THRE PORT OF KOMPONG SOM, FORMERLY CALLED SIHANOUKYILL=.

THIS HAS DBEER A MaJOR LOGISTIC SUPPLY ROUTE TO SUPPLY YHE 7TORCES



I SOUTH VIETNAM, THIS ROUTE TO THE SEA IS IMPORTANT, AND
EVERY EFFORT WILL RE MADE TO SEE THAT IT CANNOT BE USED AS FAR
AS A SUPPLY ROUTE BY THE EREMY,

THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE CONTRARY TO SOME REPORTS WENT INTOQ THIS

AREA ON THE GROUND, AND THERF HAS SEEN SO0MF AIRLIFT WITHIN

THE AREA, WHICH BOTH THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE AND THE UNITED STATES
HAVE PROVIDED, THERE HAS REEN AIR SUPPORT FLOWN RY THE SOUTHM
VIETNAMESE, THE CAMBODIANS, AND THE UKITED STATES AIR FORCES.

I CONSIDER THIS AN IMPORTANT USE OF AIR POWER, AND BELIEVE THAT

IT IS IMPORTANT TO SEE THAT THE LOGISTICS SUPPLY ROUTES AND

THE RESTOCKING OF THE SANCTUARIES BE MADE AS DIFFICULT AS POSSIBLE
DURING THIS VERY IMPORTANT DRY SEASONca.

0o MR, SECRETARY, YOU ARE TALRING AROUT THE NIXON

DOCTRINE AND YOU ARE TALKING ABOUT MATERIAL ASSISTANCE., HAVE
YOU BROADENED IT BY SAYING IT ALSO INCLUDES AIR ASSISTANCE AND
SEAPOWER ASSISTANCEY
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LAIRD: THE SITUATION IS SUCH THAT AS FAR AS

GUR COMMITMENTS ARE CONCERNED AND OUR OBLIGATIONS IN ASIA,

WE ARE NOT BACKING AWAY FROM ANY OF THOSE TREATY OBLIGATIONS
WHICH. HAVE REEN PASSED BY THE UNITED STATES SENATE, APPROVED
UNDER OUR CONSTITUTIONAL PROCESS, WE ARE MAKIMG IT CLEAR, HOWEVER,
THAT OUR ASSISTANCE WILL BE IN THE WAY OF MATERIAL; WILL BE
MAINTAINED IN THE FORM OF SEA AND AIR POWER, BUT THAT WE DO NOT
PLACE THE RELIANCE ON THE COMMITMENT OF GROUND COMBAT FORCES
THAT THE PREVIOUS ADMINISTRATION DID IN THIS AREA. I DON°T
CARE TO GET BACK AND DERATE THE 1965 DECISION, BECAUSE THAT
DOES NOT SERVE US ANY PURPOSE AT THIS TIME.

Q. ARE YOU SAYING THAT THE NIXON DOCTRINE ONLY
PRECLUDES THE USE OF GROUND COMPAT FORCES, PERIOD?

LAIRD: THE NWIXON DOCTRINE APPLIES TO BUILDING UP

THE STRENGTH OF OUR ALLIES IN THAT AREA AND PERFORMING THE NEEDED
AND NECESSARY SUPPORT REQUIREMENTS IN ORDER FOR US TO MAINTAIN

AN ADEQUATE DETERRENT AS WE MOVE TOWARDS PEACE IN THAT AREA,

AND IT DOES PLACE THE EMPHASIS O# THE IDFA OF PARTNERSHIP AND
STRENGTHo oo

&, CHOOSE YOUR WORDS CAREFULLY. DOES THIS MEAN THAT

THERE MIGHT BRE OTHER GROUND FORCES INTRODUCED? SECONDLY, DOES
THE NIXON ADMINISTRATION FEEL THAT NO MATTER WHAT HAS BEEN SAID
AT ONE TIME, THAT IT HAS NO RIGHT TO CHANGE ITS MIND AND TAKE A
DIFFERENT STEP IF THE EXIGENCIES OF THE SITUATION DEMAND IT AND
IT 1S NOT OUTLAWED BY CONGRESS?

LAIRD: I THINX IT IS IMPORTANT THAT WE MAINTAIN

CUR RELATIONSHIPS AS CLEARLY AS POSSIBLE AND LIVE WITHIY TRE
CONGRESSIONAL MARDATES THAT WE HAVE AND WE ARE DOING THAT,

I THINK THAT SHOULD BE UNDERSTOOD. WE ARE CARRYING ON A

MILITARY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM IN CAMBODIA. THIS WAS APPROVED BY

AN OVERWHELMING VOTE OF THE CONGRESS., WE ARE GOING TO DO OUR
BEST HERE IN THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE AND WITHIN THIS
ADMINISTRATION TO ASSURE THAT THIS MILITARY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
WILL BE CARRIED OUT AS EFFECTIVELY AND AS EFFICIENTLY AS POSSIBLE.

THIS WILL RFEGUIRE, OF COURSE, THAT WE AUDIT THZ DFELIVERY OF
FQUIPMENT AND AMMUMITION UNDER THE MILITARY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM.
4% T TESTIFIED AT THE TIME THE/§UPFLEMENTAL WAS BEFORE CORGRESS,
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TYAT AUDIT RESPONSIBILITY WILL BRE CARRIED OUT BY OUR MILITARY
TQUIPMENT DELIVERY TEAMS. THIS IS A RESPONSIBILITY THAT

THE CONGRESS HAS CHARGED THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE TO BE
aCCOUNTABLE FOR THE MILITARY EQUIPMEMT, MILITARY SUPPLIES THAT
ARE DFLIVERED TO CAMBRODIA UNDER THIS PROGRAM. IN ANSUER TG YOUR
QUESTION, WE WILL KEEP THE MILITARY DELIVERY ASSISTANCE TEANS

AT A VERY MINIMUM LEVEL, I THINK YOU WILL PROBABLY FIND THAT THE
GENERAL ACCOUNTING OFFICE WILL HAVE MORE PEOPLE CHECKING IT

THAN WE DO BECAUSE WE ARE MAKING AN ALL-QUT EFFORT TO KEEP THE
MILITARY PRESENCE, AS FAR AS THE MILITARY DELIVERY TEANS ARE
CONCERNED, TO THE ABSOLUTE MINIMUM.

THIS SHOULD RE NO NEWS TO ANYONE, I WOULD HOPE THAT YOU

WOULD REREAD MY TESTIMONY REFORE SENATOR MCGEE®S SUBCOMMITTIEE
THAT CONDUCTED HEARINGS ON HOW WE WOULD ACCOUNT FOR THF MILITARY
ASSISTANCE IN CAMBODIA, I TRIED TO OUTLINS IT THERE AS CLEARLY
AND AS EFFECTIVELY AS I POSSIBLY COULDoao

d. MR. SECRETARY, AS I READ THE PRESIDENT ON JUNE 34,

HE WOULD PERMIT INTERDICTION ACTIVITY IY CAMRODIA AFIER THE
wITHDRAWAL OF OUR TROOPS, BUT WOULD PRECLUDE BOTH CLOSE SUPPORT
AND LOGISTIC SUPPORT., AS 1 UNDERSTARD YOU TODAY, YOU SAY THAT
CLOSE SUPPORT AND LOGISTIC SUPPORT, HOWEVER DFESCRIBED, ARE

NOW PERMITTED,.

LAIRD: 1 DOW®T USE THOSE TERMS., I TALK AROUT
AIR SUPPORT, 1 HAVE ALWAYS. TALKED ABOUT AIR SUPPORT,

Q. THAT KIND OF ACTIVITY, HOWEVER DESCRIBED, IS

PERMITTED BY TWO THINGS: ONE, A DEFINITION OF WHAT THE NIXOM
DOCTRINE IS REALLY ALL ABOUTs AND , TWO, THE FACT THAT THE CONGRESS
DIDH'T PRECLUDE THIS XIND OF ACTIVITY IN VOTING A SUPPLEMENTAL

AND RESTRICTING GROUND COMRAT ACTIVITY?

LAIRD: YOU ARE CORRECT IN BOTH CASES. THY CONGRESS
DID NOT PRECLUDE THIS, AND IT HAS ALWAYS BEEN ANTICIPATED
BY ME IN ALL OF MY TESTIMONY THAT AIR SUPPORT WOULD BE USED.
THE USE OF HELYCOPTER GUK SHIPS AND THE IMPROVEMENTS THAT
WE HAVE MADE IN THE LAST YEAR ON THE HELICOPTER GUN SHIP HAS
BREEN IMPORTANT, IT'S REEN MUCH MORE EFFECTIVELY USED, AND
SOME OF THE OTHER GUN SHIPS ARF MUCH MORE EFFECTIVE THAN THEY
WERE A YEAR AGO AS FAR AS STOPPING LOGISTIC MOVEMENT, SO I
aM NOT MAYBY ANSWERING YOUR QURESTION, BUT YOU SORT OF STATED
A FACT AS FAR AS THE ACTION OF THE CONGRESS. I THOUGHWT I HAD
MADE THAT PRETTY CLEARocses
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Q. AS THE LEGISLATION IS DRAWN, AS YOU ARE DISCUSSING

1T, DO YOU COMNSIDER YOURSELF PRECLUDED FROU OPERATING, S5AY,
DIVISION OR REGIMENTAL LEVEL ADVISORS, TO THE CAMBODIANS AND
THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE OPERATING IN CAMBODIA?

LAIRD: YES.

Q. MR SECRETARY, HKOW MUCH MORE AIR POVER ARE WE
PREPARED TO USE IN CAMBODIA ABOVE PRESENT LEVELS?

L AIRD:s 1 WOULD DOUBRT THAT WE WOULD GET UP TO THE

LEVEL OF LAST YEAR, BUT WE COULD, I DON®T WANT TO BE IN A
POSITION OF SUTTING A SORTIE LIMITATION AS FAR AS CANMBODIA,

I% THAT 1S WHAT YOU WaNT, I AM NOT GOING TO DO THAT, BECAUSE
T HAVE TOLD GENERAL ABRAMS THAT I WANT HINM TO DO EVIRYTHING HE
pad TO CONTINUE YO XEEP AMERICAN CASUALTIES LOW,

3
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WE HAVE MADE SUBSTANTIAL PROGRESS IN THAT AREA. WHEW 1 CAME

1N THERE WERE SOME WEEKS THEY WERE RUNNING 3#8. THIS WEE

THEY ANNOUNCED IR SAIGON THAT IN THE LAST 7 DAYS THERE WERE 37.
ONE CASUALTY IS TOO MANY.

THEY ARE GOING TO DO EVERYTHING THE CAN, TAKING INTO CONSIDERATION
IHE PROTECTION OF AMERICAN LIVES, THE DARGERS INVOLVED TO THE
AMERICANS THAT ARE PRESENT IN VIETNAM, BRCAUSE WE'RE TAKING
OUR PEOPLE OUT, AND AS WE CONTINUE TO TAXE ADDITIONAL THOUSANDS
OUT OF SOUTH VIETNAM I HAVE INSISTED THAT OUR COMMANDERS
HAVE THE AUTHORITY TO PROTECT THOSE REMAINING FORCES IN COUNTRY,
1 am NOT GOING TO DO ANYTHING THAT VILL RESTRICT THEIR CAPABILITY
70 PROTECT AMERICAN LIVES.

Q. MR, SECRETARY, DOES THAT MEAN THAT THERE ARE NO
INHIBITIONS OF ANY KIND ON THE USE OF AMERICAN AIR POWER IN
CAMBODI1A?

SECRETARY LAIRD: I DON*T CARE TO DISCUSS THE OPERATING ORDERS,
1 HAVE NEVER DISCUSSED THE OPERATING ORDERS WHICH 1 HAVE APPROVED
IN SUBSTANCE. 1 CAW ONLY SAY TO YOU THAT THERE ARE CERTAIN
PROTECTIONS WRITTEN INTO THOSE ORDERS; THERE ARE CERTAIN CONTROLS
THAT ARE WRITTEN INTO THOSE ORDERS. (END EXCRPTS) ITEM
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