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LAIRD DEPARTURE I~TF.RVIEW (TEXT) (700) 

WASHII'IGTOI'I _0 FOLLO"'Hlr. IS THF: T~I\NSCRIPT OF A PR~SS INTERVIE1~ 
WITH SEC~ETA~Y OF DEFE~lSE MELVI'I R. LAIRD PRIOR TO HIS DF:PARTURE 
FROM WASHINGTON JAI'IUARY 5: 

(BEGIN TEXT> 
CHAIRMA'I MOORER AND I A?!': LEAVHlG THIS MORNING TO MEET IHTH 

THE PARIS NEGOTIATORS -- AMPASSI\DOR PRHCE, AMRASSADOR HABIB, 
ArID GENERAL EWELL-TOMORROW. I ALSO ~JILL 8E I{AVING A MEETING 
WITH THF. I'RF.NCH DEFENSE MHIISTER, AND ADMIRAL MOORER IdILL BE 
MEETING WITH GENERAL FOURt;lUET. FROM TJ.lF.RF. ~'F. '~ILL GO TO THAILAND 
MID THEN INTO VIETI'IAM. PURPOSE OF TI{E TRIP IS TO ASSESS THE PROGRESS 
EEING MADE 11'1 THE VIETI'IAMIZATION PROGRArr. /\flD TO ~lAKF. Ar>! 
ASSESSMENT OF THE FUTURE TROOP ~'ITHDRA\o'ALS '-'HIC\{ CAN RE MADE 
AS A RESULT OF THE VIETNAMIZATION PROGRAM AND AS A IlESULT OF THE 
MILITARY SITUATION THAT DOES EXIST IN SOUTHEAST ASIA. 

I AM SURE THAT MOST OF YOU REALIZE TI{AT IT ~'AS II MONTI{S AGO 
TI{AT I MADE A SIMILAR VISIT TO VIETNAM AI'ID AT THAT PARTICULAR 
TIMF. WE HAD GREAT HOPF.S OF REDIICI/Jf! THR AMEIlICAN PRESE"ICE AS 
A RESULT OF THE VIETNAMIZATIOI'I PROGRAM, AI'ID 11'1 THAT II-MONTHS 
PERIOD WE HAVE RF.:DUCED AMF.RIr.A',I PRESEI'IC~ PI VIEn1AM BY 130,000. 
TODAY 1/1 VIETNAN WE HAVE 335,fIlt.'lPi MF.~. ~'HF.:I'I WE TOOK OVER IN 
THIS ADMINISTRATIOI'I, THE TROOP CF.ILII'IG IN THAT COUNTRY WAS 
549,500. THE AMERICA~ PRESE~CE \JILL CONTI~JUE TO GO D01~~! IN 
SOUTHEAST ASIA AND HI VIETNAM. 

AS YOU KNOW, I~E WILL 8E VISITI~r, THAILAND AND ~IE'VE ALREADY 
REDUCED AMERICMJ PRESENCE IN THAILAND THROUGH THE ANlIJOUNCF:D 
REDUCTIONS NHICH ~'E HAVE MADE RY 16,~011J. THIS IS PART OF THE 
CO'JTHJUI~G APPLlCATIO"l OF TIfF. NIXONDOCTRINE H! ASIA; TURI>JPIG OVER 
GREATER MANPOt"ER RESPONSIPILITIES TO OUR ALLIF.S AND FRIENDS I~ 
THAT AREA; GIVING THEM THE MILITARY ASSISTANCE THAT'S NEEDED 
AND NECESSARY FOR THEM TO DO THE JOB. 

IF YOU HAVE ANY ~UESTIONS, I'D BE GLAD TO RESPOND. 
QUESTION: MR. SECRETARY, LAST NIGHT T HE PRESIDE~T SEEMED TO 

INDICAtE THAT THERE MIGHT ElE (!. S!F:P-UP 11'1 '~ITHDRAWALS. DO YOU 
SEE AI>JY POSSIPILITY OF THAT? 
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SECRETARY LAIRD: I WILL BE MAKF.II'IG AN ASSESSMENT AFTER THE 
TRIP RUT I'M CONFIDE/IT THAT WE WILL BF. ABLE TO CONTI~UE 
A PR6GRAM OF REDUCING AMERICAN PRESENCE IN VIETt'lAM. I4E HAVE A 
TROOP CEILING OF ?84,000 TO MEET ON MAY I, AND I CA~ ASSURE ONCE 
AGAIN THAT WE WILL MEET OR PEAT THAT TROOP CEILING THAT 
HAS PEEN ESTABLISIfED PY THF. PRESIDENT OF THr. UNITED STATES ON 
MAY 1. THIS IS THE SIXTH CF.ILING THAT WF. HAVE HAD TO MEET, 
AND ALL OF YOU WHO HAVE COVERED THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE K~OW 
THAT WE'VE ALWAYS GONF. AHEAD OF OUR CEILING. AS I SAID, THE TROOP 
LEVEL 1'1 VIETNAM TODAY IS 335,001'!. OUR TROOP CEILING AS OF 
TODAY IS ALMOST 9,000 MORE THAN THE ACTUAL PRESENCE IN VIETNAM, 
SO I-IE WILL MEET OR REAT THF: TROOP CEILING OF MAY I. AS FAR 
AS A FUTURE ASSESSMENT, THAT WILL P5: MADE AND I t"ILL REPORT TO 
THE PRESIDENT ALONG WITH THE CHAIRMAN O~J ANY FUTURE (PMUDU8LE). 

QUESTION: IS THIS TRIP GOING TO DEAL ~JITH JUST UP TO MAY I, 
OR ARE YOU GOING TO FE LOOKING BEYO~D? 

SECRETARY LAIRD: WE ~'ILL PE LOOKING BEYOND. THE PURPOSE OF 
THIS TRIP IS TO LOOK PEYOND THF. MAY 1 TROOP CEILING AND TO 
ASSESS THE PROGRAM AS FAR AS VIETNAMIZATION AND TIfE MILITARY 
SITUATION 11'1 SOUTHEAST ASIA FOR 1971 AND AS WE FACE THE FUTURE 
THE APPLICATIO'I OF THE NIXON DOCTRINE IN THAT AREA OF TI-lE WORLD. 

I WAS PLEASED LAST ~IGHT THAT THE PRESIDENT AGREED WItH ME 
THAT PERHAPS THE GREATEST ACCOMPLISHMENT OF THE LAST T'~O YEARS 
HAS BEE'J THE PROGRESS THAT \-.'1': HAVE PEEN ABLE TO ~1AKE NITH THE 
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vn:TNAMIZATION PROGRAM, AND DISENGAGING AND R;:DUCHlG THE AMERICAfl PRESENCE IN SOUTHEAST ASIA, AND PA~TICULARLY IN VI~TNAM. 
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QUESTION: MR. SECRETARY, I~HEN IdOULD YOI! MITICIPATE THAT TilE ADMINISTRATION WOULD 'lAVE ANOTIiER TROOP WITHD~AWAL MmOUNCEMENT DEALING WITH THE SITUATIO~J AFTER MAY!? 
SECRETARY LAIRD: I WOULD NOT WANT TO FIX ANY DATE. I AM NOT O~IF. FOR MAKING PROJECTIONS AS TO THE EXACT DATE TlfE ANNOIJNCEg MENT NILL BE MADE ON A NE~I TROOP CEILHG, BUT I CAN ASSURE THT IT WILL £IE MADE ON OR PEFO~E THF. FIRST OF MAY, BUT I AM NOT GOI'IG TO GIVE ANY PROJECTED DATE. I WILL MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE PRESIDE tiT OF THE UNITED STATES, OUR COMMANDER HI CHIEF, AND THE PRESIDENT OF TH! UNITED STATES 'HLL MAKE THAT DETERMINATION. 
QUESTION: WOULD YOU ANTICIPATE TliEl! THAT ~1F. I~OULD HAVE ADDITIONAL TROOP WITHDRAWALS PEYOND THr. ANNOUNCED GOAL, AND BEYOND MAY 1 THIS YEAR? 
SECRETARY LAIRD: I NOULD CERTAINLY A'ITICIPATE THAT TROOP REDUCTIONS WOULD CONTI NUE AS 1·IE'VE MADE PROGRESS THIS PAST YEAR, AND AS WE CONTINUE TOMAKE PROGRESS WITH OUR VIETNAMIZATION PRO-GRAM. SO, I I~OULD ANTICIPATE THE FUTURE 14ITHORAI<IAL OF AMERICANS IN VIETNAM, Flur AS FAR AS NEI~ TROOP CEILING ANNOUNCEMENTS, CERTAPJ RECOMMENATIONS WILL BE MOE AFTF.R TIiE CHAIRMAN OF TJiE JOIIIT C\.fIEF'S AND I HAVE HAD AN OPPORTUNITY TO ASSESS TIiE SITUATIO/ol IN SOUTHEAST ASIA, AND THOSE RECOMMENDATIONS WILL flE MADE TO THE PR';:SIDErn OF T HE UNITED STATES ~1HF.N I RETURN. 

THANK YOll VERY MilCH, GENTLEMEN. (END TEXT> ITF.M 
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LAIRD PRESS CONFERE~CE IN PARIS (EXCERPTS) (?,10A) 

PARIS -- FOLLOWING ARE EXCERPTS OF THE TRA~SCRIPT OF 
SECRETARY LAIRD'S PRESS CONFERENCE IN PARIS JA~IJARY 6: 

(BEGIN EXCERPTS) 

SECRETARY LAIRD: LADIES AND GE~TLEMF.N, I AM DELIGHTED TO HAVE 
THIS OPPORTUNITY TO MEET ~IITH YOU FOR A FEW MI~UTES THIS MORNINr. 
TO A~S\oIER YOUR PUESTIONS. 
1 WOULD FIRST LIKE TO GIVE YOU A BRIEF REPORT O~ THE REASONS FOR 
OUR MEETING HERE TODAY ~'ITH THE NEGOTIATI~G DELEGATIO~ REPRESENTING 
THE UNITED STATES, AND A MEETING ALSO WHICH CHAIRMAN MOORER OF 
THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF MD I HAD "IITH T'lF. SOUTH VIETNAMESE 
DELEGATION, AMBASSADOR LA(rj AND HIS PRINCIPAL DEPUTY. 
THE ADMINISTRATION ATTACHES GREAT IMPORTANCE TO THE NEGOTIATIONS HERE 
AT PARIS AND THE IMPORTANT WORK BEING CARRIED ON p.y AMBASSADOR 
eRUCE AND THE NEGOTIATING TEMl HF.RE I~ PARIS. 
THE AIM, OF COURSE, AND THE GOAL OF THIS ADMINISTRATION IS STILL 
VERY MUCH A NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENT AS FAR AS SOUTHEAST ASIA IS 
CONCERNED. 
WF. IN THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE HAVE HAD THE RESPONSIBILTY 
FOR PUSHING FORWARD WITH THE VIETNAmZATION PROGRAM AND HAVE ALWAYS 
EMPHASIZED THE IMPORTANCE OF T"'E VIETNAMIZATION PROGRAM AND ITS 
IMPORTANT ASSOCIATION WITH A NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENT. 
VIETNAMIZATION DOES NOT TAKE THE PLACE OF NEGOTIATIO~ -- IT MERELY 
COMPLEMENTS NEGOTIATIONS, AND SHOULD NEGOTIATIONS FAIL, THE VIET= 
NAMIZATION PROGRAM, PARTICULARLY THE MILITARY ASPF.CTS OF IT, GIVES 
A SUBSTITUTE AND GIVES US THE OPPORTUNITY FOR \·.rInDRAWAL AND FOR 
DISASSOCIATION AND DISENGAGEMENT AS FAR AS THE UNITED STATES 
MILITARY FORCES ARE CONCERNED. AND THIS PROGRAM, DURING THE LAST 
EIGHTEEN MONTHS, HAS MADE SUBSTANTIAL PROGRESS. 
T HE SOUTH V IETNAMESE FORCES HAVE BECOME MllCH !'.lETTER EQUIPPED, 
MUCH BETTER TRAINED, AND THE LEADERSHIP HAS IMPROVED TO THE POINT 
WHERE THEY ARE ABLE TO TAKE OVER THE MILITARY BURDEIIJS IN SOUTHEAST 
ASIA AND PARTICUlARLY IN SOUTH VIET-NAM. 
THIS PROGRESS THAT WE HAVE MADE ~IITH THE MILITARY ASPECTS OF THE 
V IETNAMIZATION PROGRAf'i, HOWEVER, IS IMPORTA~T. BUT ,.IF. STILL AT! ACH 
GREATER IMPORTA~CE TO THE NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENT AS FAR AS INDOCHINA 
IS CONCERNED, AND \~F. BELIEVE THAT THE PROGRESS THAT ~IE HAVE MADE IN 
VIETNAI'IIZATIOIJ DOES PUT OUR NEGOTIATING TEAM IN A STRO~GF.R 
POSITION HERE IN PARIS. 
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THIS MORNING WE HAD A LENGTHY DISCUSSION ~'lTH AMJ:iSSAD'J"l BRUCE. 
AMBASSADOR HABIB AND WITH GENF.RAL EI"ELL CO~CERNn A WOE RANGE 
OF QUESTIONS THAT ARE UNDF.R 
DISCUSSION AS FAR AS VIET-HAM IS CONCF.RNED. fOUT W PARlICULARLY 
DEALT AT SOME LENGTH ON THE EFFORTS ~IHICH OUR GOVRNMEtJT IS MAKING 
ON THE PRISONER OF "'AR ISSUE AND THF. TRE~!F.NDOUS :5PPORf WHICH WE 
HAVE RECEIVED THROUGHOUT THE WORLD FROM CAPITALSLL OVER THE WORLD 
A NO FROM INDIVIDUALS AND FROM PEOPLE ALL OVER THE 1d0RLD ON THECONI;ERNS 

WHICH WE HAVE FOR THE SAFETY, THE HEALTH, THE \oIEL.-PEF~G MID THE 
IMPORTANCF. WE ATTACH TO THE GENEVA CONVENTIONS A! FAR AS THE TRE~TMENT 

OF PR ISONERS OF WAR, AND THE EFFORTS ~'HICH .,E WIl. MA ~E ON 
BEHALF OF THE PROTECTION AND THE RELEASE AND THE ~EALTII AND THF 
I.JELL-BEING OF THESE MEN, TO SEE THAT THEY CAN olm AGtIN BE FRtE 
MEN. AND WE WILL CONTINUE TO MAKE AN ALL-OUT EFmT FOR THE FR~EDOM 
OF THESE PRISONERS OF WAR, TO SF.E THAT THE ENEMY )OES LIVE UP 
TO THE GENEVA CONVENTIONS. 
I DON'T HAVE ANY OTHER COMMENTS TO MAKE. I THINK [T I~I)ULD BE l?ETTER 
IF I RESPONDED TO YOUR ~UF.STIONS. 
AS YOU KNOW, THE CHAIRMAN OF THE JOINT CHIEFS OF ;TAFF' AND MrSELF 
WILL HAVE SOME MEETI~GS WITH THE FRENCH THIS NOO •• I i'lILL BE ATTEND·.NG 

A LUNCHEON WITH DEFENSE MINISTER DEBRE, AND ADMI~L IIOORER I'ILL FIE 
MEETING WITH GENERAL FOURQUET. LAST DECF.MBER, WH1" I WAS HE'IE, I 
HAD A SIMILAR MEF.TUG wlTH THF. FRENCH MINISTER 0 DElq;':NSE, vm AT 
THAT TIME WE HAD A VERY GOOD DISCUSSION, AND I HVE ACCEPTED HIS 
INVITATION TO BE wITH HIM THIS NOON FOR LUNCH. FIOM HERE WE IHLL 
THEN GO TO BANGKOK AND TO SOUTH VIET-NAM AND T~ RETURN TC THE 
UNITED STATES. . 
Q. MR. SECRETARY, MANY OF US WHO HAVE COVERED TIE PEACE TIILKS 
FOR THE LAST TWO YEARS HERE HAVE OFTEN PEEN SOM£iHAT CONFUSED 
AND EVEN BAFFLED PY SOME OF THE OPTIMISTIC sTAT!~ENTS THAT COME 
OUT OF WASHUGTON AEOUT THE WAR COMINIl TO AN ENt. AND THE F'RESIDE~~: 
HIMSELF MENTIONED T~IS THE OTHER EVENING. 
NOW, THIS DOESN'T SEEM TO S~UARE wIT~ WHAT THE F IUR DELEGATIONS ARI~ 
SAYING HERE AT THE PEACE TALKS. AND WE WONDER WHiTHER THERE IS 
SOMETHING THAT WE DON" T KNOW THAT ~rASHINGTON DOE;, OR HOW ONE 
RECONCILES THE STATEMENTS BEING MADE HERE THAT Nl PROGRESS WHAT­
SOEVER HAS f\EEN MADE IN THE !.AST YEAR OR TWO 101111' THE OPTIMISM 
THAT WE SOMETIMES FIND IN 
WASHINGTON THAT THF. WAR IS COMINIl TO AN END. 
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SECRETARY LAIRDa WELL, AS FAR AS THE UNITED SlATES INVOLVEMENT 
IN SOUTH VIEToNAM IS CONCERNED, I THINK ONE ONLY lIAS TO POINT TO 
THE RECORD. AND DURING THE PAST EIGHTEEN MONTHS iHE AMERICAN 
INVOLVEMF-NT HAS PEEN WINDING DOWN. WHEN I PECAME ;ECRETARY OF 

DEFENSE AND WHEN THE NEW ADMINISTRATION TOOK OFFIct:, OUR TROOP 
CEILING IN SOUTH VIET-NAM WAS ~49,~A0. THERE WAS A GOAL ESTABLISHED 
FOR THE END OF THIS CALENDAR YEAR FOR TROOP PRESENCE IN SOUTH VIET-
NAM OF 344,000. WE BEAT THAT GOAL AND ARE AT A FIGURE OF 335,~00 
AT THE PRESENT TIME. WE HAVE A NEW TROOP CEILING GOAL FOR MAY 1 
WHICH IS 284,000. WE WILL MEET OR BEAT THAT GOAL AS FAR AS TROOP 
CEILING IS CONCERNED, AND WE WILL BE BELOW T~ 284,00~ ON THE FIRST 
OF MAY. THIS IS SUBSTANTIAL PROGRESS. THIS, COUPLED WITH THE 
REDUCTION OF CASUALTIES BEING SUFFERED BY THE AM.ERICAN FORCES 1'1 
VIETNAM, I THINK, IS SUBSTANTIAL PROGRESS ANY WAY YOU LOOK AT IT. 

t. 



~JE WILL CONTINUE TO MAKE FURTHER REDUCTIONS OF AMERICAN TROOP 
PRESENCE IN SOUTH VIET-NAM AND IN SOUT~EAST ASIA. 

I THINK ONE HAS TO LOOK AT THE OVERaALL REDUCTIONS WHICH WILL BE 
MADE DURING THIS PERIOD OF TIME. BY THE END OF THIS FISCAL YEAR, 
WE WILL HAVE REDUCED AMERICAN PRESENCE IN SOUTHEAST ASIA BY "'ELL 
OVER 320,000 IN MILITARY PERSONNEL. WE HAVE DONE THIS AT THE SAME 
TIME THAT THE MILITARY CAPABILITIES OF OUR ALLIES AND OUR FRIENDS 
HAVE BEEN INCREASF.D. 

SO WE HAVE MOVED INTO A STRONGER POSITION AS FAR AS THE AMERICAN 
ALLIES AND FRIENDS IN SOUTHEAST ASIA, AND THEY HAVE GREATER MILITARY 
CAPABILITY. AT THE SAME TIMF., THE AMERICAN MANPOWER PRESENCE 
HAS SF.F.N REDUCED. 

AND I BELIEVE THAT ANY WAY YOU LOOK AT THAT, THAT IS 
SUBSTANTIAL PROGRESS. 

Q. MR. SECRETARY, PRESIDENT NIXON IN HIS APPEARANCE ON MONDAY 
NIGHT SAID HE COULD SEE THE END OF THE U.S. COMBAT ROLF. IN VIET-NAM 
AND IMPLIED IT COULD COME BEFORE 197P.. DO YOU THlllK THAT U.S. 
GROUND TROOPS MAY SE OUT OF VIET-NAM THIS YEAR? 
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SECRETARY LAIRDr WE WILL BE IN A POSITION I~ THE COURSE OF THIS 
YEAR WHERE THE AMERICAN COME AT RESPONSIBILITY WILL BE REMOVED AS 
FAR AS SOUTH VIET-HAM IS CONCERNED. WE ARE APPROACHING THAT 
POSITION ON OUR MAY 1 TROOP CEILHlG DEADLHIE. NON, THE POSITION 
OF AMERICAN FORCES IN SOUTH VIETNAM AFTER THE MID-SUMMER PERIOD OF 
J 971, CALENDAR • 71, WILL BE SUCH THAT ~'E WILL HAVE A LOGISTIC ROLE, 
WE WILL HAVE AN AIR SUPPORT ROLE, AND THAT THE COMBAT FORCES ~IHICH 
WILL BE ASSIGNED TO THE LOGISTIC SUPPORT AND ARTILLERY ROLES WILL 
NOT BE A COMBAT MISSION BUT WILL BE A SECURITY MISSION. THEY IHLL 
BE THERE TO PROTECT AMD TO SECURE THE FORCES THAT ARE ASSIGNED 
THESE ROLF.S. 

IN THE PHASE ONE OF THE VIETNAMIZATION PROGRAM, WHICH WILL BE 
COMPLETED THIS YEAR, THE COMBAT RESPONSIBILITY IN SOUTH VIET-HAM 
WILL BE COMPLETELY TURNED OVER TO THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE GOVERNMENT. 
I N PHASE TWO OF THE V IETNAMIZATION PROGRAM, AS ~'E MOVE FORWARD TO 
TURN OVER THE RESPONSIBILITY IN LOGISTICS, ARTILLERY AND IN AIR 
SUPPORT, THF.RE WILL BE COMBAT TROOPS ASSIGNED IN A SECURITY ROLE. 
BUT PHASE TWO OF THE VIETNAMIZATION TAKES A LITTLE LONGER BECAUSE 
OF THE TRAINING THAT IS REQUIRED IN THE AIR SUPPORT ROLE, IN THE 
LOGISTIC ROLE, AND THE ARTILLERY ROLE. 

BUT r ~IANT TO MAKE IT F.VIDENT TO ALL OF YOU THAT I~E ARE AHEAD OF 
SCHEDULE IN PHASE TWO OF THE VIETNAMIZATION PROGRAM IN TURNING OVER 
THE ARTILLERY, THE LOGISTIC AND THE AI~ RESPO~SIRILITIES, I~HICH 
IS PHASE TWO OF THE VIETNAMIZATIO~ PROGRAM, FROM THE MILITARY 
STANDPOINT. AND WE ARF. AHEAD OF SCHEDULE I~ ALL ASPECTS OF PHASE 
TI~O OF THE VIETNANIZATION PROGRAM. ~'E ARE AHF.AD OF SCHEDULE IN 
PHASE ONE, ~IHICH IS TURNING OVER THE COMPLETE COMBAT RESPONSIBILITY 
IN-COUNTRY TO THE FORCES OF SOUTH VIET-NAM. 

Q. WELL, SIR, DO YOU THINK THAT THIS VIETNAMIZATION PROGRAM IS 
COMPLETEL Y IRREVERSIBLE? SUPPOSE WE GO THROUGH PHASE ONF. A~D I~E GO 
THROUGH PHASE TWO AND THE COMMUNIST FORCES THEN LAU~CH AN OFFENSIVE 
W~ICH APPEARS TO HAVE A GOOD POSSIBILITY OF SUCCESS. DO WE THE'l 
LEAVE THINGS WHERE THEY ARE, OR DO ~'F. HAVE THE CAPABILITY OF" COMING 
BACK? 

.'"­
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SECRETARY LAIRD: I THINK THERE IS SOMF. MISUNDERSTANDHlG, FROM HiE 
QUES1'ION, OF WHAT THE VIETNAMIZATION PROGRAM IS. THI'.: VIETNAMIZATiOf,! 
PROGRAM, AS PLANNED AND AS IMPLEMENT~D BY THIS ADMINISTRATION, 
PLACES THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE IN A POSITION WHERE THEY CAN MEET NOT 
ONLY THE VC THREAT, BUT THE NORTH VIETNAMESE THREAT AS WELL. AND 
OUR PLANNING IS ON THAT BASIS. 

Q. YOUR PLANNING, SIR, HAS SOMETIMES BEEN OFF PEFORE. 

SECRETARY LAIRD: I DON'T KNOW "'HE~I IT HAS BEEN OFF, BECAUSE 
WE HAVE BEEN AHEAD OF SCHEDULE ON THIS VIETNAMIZATION PROGRAM 
AT ALL TIMES. AND THE VIETNAMIZATION PROGRAM WAS FIRST SET 
FORWARD BY ME AND OUTLINED TO THE ••• 1 ••• 
CONGRESS ON BEHALF OF THE NIXON ADMINISTRATION. AND OUR 
PLANNING HAS NOT BEEN OFF BY ONE DAY OR ONE N.EF.:K. IT HAS 
BEEN AHEAD OF SCHEDULE IN ALL CASES. 

Q IeM REFERRING TO ESTIMATES OF THE NORTH VIETNAMESE 
CAPABILITY OVER THE PAST FIVE YEARS. 

SECRETARY LAIRDa WELL, I WILL BE RESPO~SIRLE FOR THOSE 
ESTIMATES DURING THE PAST TWO YEARS. I RAISED SOME QUESTIONS 
PRIOR TO THAT TIME, RUT I WILL NOT TAKE THE RESPONSI~ILITY 
PRIOR TO THAT TIME. 

Q MR. SECRETARY, FROM YOUR LATF.ST ASSESSMENT NO~1 TODAY 
OF THE NEGOTIATIONS ~RE IN PARIS, EO YOU FEEL T~AT T~E VIETNA­
MIZATION PROGRAM HAS IN ANY ~JAY SOFTENED T~ ATTITUDE OF THE 
OTHER SIDE IN THESE NEGOTIATIONS OR CHANGED IT I~ ANY WAY, 
OR IMPROVED THE AMERICAN POSITION HERE IN THF. NEGOTIATIONS? 

SECRETARY LAIRD I I CANNOT MA KE SUCH AN ASSESSMF.~IT. 
I HAVE NOT SEEN SUBSTANTIAL PROGRESS AS FAR AS THE NEGOTIATIONS 
ARE CONCERNED. I RELIEVE, HOWEVER, THAT WE HAVE HAD SOME 
PROGRESS AS FAR AS THE PRISONER OF ~IAR ISSUE IS CONCERNF.D. 
SINCE ~E HAVE MADE THIS AN INTERNATIONAL ISSUE AND HAVE 
BEEN DISCUSSING IT PUBLICLY, THERE HAVE BEEN SOME INDICATIONS 
OF IMPROVEMENT AS FAR AS COMMUNICATIONS ARE CONCERNED AND AS 
FAR AS THE NUMPER OF LETTERS BEING 

ECEIVED IN THE UNITED 
STATES. WE HAVE NOT HAD ANY MOVEMENT, HOWEVER, AS FAR AS LIVING 
UP TO THE GENEVA CONVENTION AND \tiE STILL I-IILL CONTINUE TO PRESS 
ON THAT. 
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I THINK, HOWEVER, THAT WE ARE VERY CONFIDENT 
THAT THE VIETNAMIZATION PROGRAM WILL WORK FRO"] A MILITARY 
STANDPOINT. I THINK IT IS ~JORKING. AND T~E CAPAEILITY OF THE 
SOUTH VIETNAMESE CONTINUES TO H1PROVE. AND I THHIK THAT THE 
NORTH VIETNAMESE AND THE VIET CONG CAN DO VERY WELL TO TAKE 
NOTICE OF THIS CONTINUING PROGRESS THAT IS BEING MADE AS FAR 
AS SOUTH VIETNAM IS CONCERNED •••• 

Q MR. SECRETARY, AT A RECENT NEWS CONFERENCE YOU DESCR IPED 
THE NORTH VIETNAMESE RELEASE OF A LIST OF POW'S AS BEING 
INADEQUATE AND INHUMANE, AND, IN EFFECT, THAT IT l·fAS SOM" 
SORT OF A CHEAT. NOld, WHAT EVIDENCE --

SECRETARY LAIRDI YOU HAVE DONE A VF.RY GOOD JOB QUOTING 
WHAT I HAVE SAID, BUT I THINK IT IS COMPLETELY OUT OF CONEXI, 
AND I DON°T THINK THAT IS AN EXACT QUOTE. 
BUT I THINK IT GIVES SORT OF A FLAVOR OF ~I~AT I SAID. 

Q RIGHT. WHAT EVIDENCF. DO ~F.9 HAVE THAT THERE ARE MORE 
~ ... g ,-" 



PRISO~ERS WHO HAVE NOT BEEN REPORTED? 

SECRETARY LAIRDs WELL, I THINK ALL ~!E NEED TO DO IS TO 
POINT TO THE GENEVA CONVENTION. IT MAKES IT VERY CLEAR 1"IiAT THE 
RULES, THE REGULATIONS, ARE. AND THERE IS NO REASON THAT TIiESE 
POw CAMPS SHOULD NOT BE OPENED UP TO INSPECTION BY THE INTER­
NATIONAL RED CROSS. IT SEEMS TO ME THAT IT IS HlHUl1MIE FOR 
FAMILIES, FOR MOTHERS, FOR PARENTS OF MEN THAT ARE MISSING IN 
ACTION TO BE KEPT IN THIS KIND OF SUSPE~ISE OVER SUCH A LONG 
PERIOD OF TIME. I WOULD SAY IT IS INHUMANE. I SAY THAT THE 
PTHER SIDE, THE ENEMY, CAN HANDLE THIS ~Y MERELY LIVING UP TO THE 
GENEVA CONVENTION AND SATISFYING THE REQUIREMENTS, THAT EVERY 
NATION, I BELIEVE, THAT ~AS BEEN A PARTY TO TIiE CONVENTION 
SUPOORTS WHOLEHEARTEDLY. 

g ~HAT EVIDENCE IS T"ERE THAT THERE ARE MORE PRISONERS? 

SECRETARY LAIRD. WE KNOW THE NUMBER OF PEOPLE THAT ARE 
MISSING IN NORTH VIETNAM AND IN LAOS AND 
SOUTH VIET-NAM. WE KNOW THAT MANY OF THESE SUPPOSED LOSSES USED 
PARACHUTES, THEY WERE IN A POSITION WHERE THEY WERE CAPABLE OF 
BEING CAPTURED. ~E DO NOT SEE ANY REASON WHY THIS SHOULD NOT BF. 
MADE A MATTER OPEN TO PUBLIC INSPECTION. AND WE DO ~OT SEE A~Y 
REASON WHY THESE WIVES, THESE MOTHERS, THESE FATHERS SHOULD 
BE KEPT IN THIS STATE OF SUSPENSE. 
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IT IS VERY EASY FOR THE OTHER SIDE TO OPE!: UP THIS "'HOLE MATTER 
TO PUBLIC INSPECTION, A~ WE INSIST THAT THAT BE THE CASE. 
WE ARE DOING IT AS FAR AS ANY CAPTURED PRISONERS IN THE SOUTH 
WHICH HAVE BEEN TURNED OVER TO THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE. THIS IS A 
MATTER OF PUBLIC REVIEW ON A REGULAR BASIS. WE SEE NO REASON WHY 
THERE SHOULD ~E ANY QUESTION ABOUT THIS MATTER. THERE ~OULD BE NO 
QUESTION ABOUT IT IF THE GENEVA CONVENTION "'AS UPHELD. 

Q. MR. SECRETARY, FOR THE SAKE OF CLARIFICATION, I WOULD LIKE TO 
HAVE YOUR DEFINITION OF THE WORD"VIETNAMIZATIONo" 

SECRETARY LAIRDs IF YOU WANT A DEFINITION OF THE TERM ·VIETNAMI­
ZATION," 
IT IS A VERY IMPORTANT PART OF THE NIXON DOCTRINE, AND ONE HAS TO 
UNDERSTAND COMPLETELY THE NIXON DOCTRINE, WHICH IS A DOCTRINE OF 
PARTNERSHIP, STRENGTH, AND A WILLINGNESS TO NEGOTIATE. THE VIETNAG 
MIZATION IS A PART OF THE NIXON DOCTRINE IN THAT IT IS BUILDING UP 
A PARTNER OF OURS TO FACE TKEMILITARY THREAT IN VIET-NAMo THIS 
PARTICULAR VIETNAMIZATION PROGRAM PLACES GREAT EMPHASIS ON BUILDING 
UP THE ECONOMY, THE MILITARY STRENGHT, TKAT IS ~IEEDED AND NECESSARY 
TO rACE THE POTENTIAL THREAT FROM THE ~ORTH VIETNAMESE AND THE VC, 
TO rACE THIS THREAT NITKOUT RELYING UPON AMERICAN MMIPO~~ER. 

Q. MR. SECRETARY, WHEN PRESIDENT NIXON PROPOSED HIS OCTOBER FIVE 
POINT PEACE PROPOSAL HE TALKED IN A VERY GENERAL WAY ON THE POLITICAL 
ASPECT OF THE SETTLEMENT IN SOUTH VIET-NAM. I BELIEVE IT IS THE 
POLICY OF YOUR ADMINISTRATION TO LEAVE THE POLITICAL SETTLEME~T 
IN SOUTH VIETNAM TO THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE. NOW, OBSERVERS HERE IN 
PARIS TO THE NEGOTIATIONS HAVE BEEN EXPECTING THAT THERE MIGHT ~E 
A MOVE rROM THE SAIGON GOVERNMENT TO GO PEYOND THE RATHER VAGUE 
STATEMENT OF"GENERAL ELECTIONS" ~JHICH PRESIDENT THIEU PROPOSED 
SOMETIME AGO. W'iEN YOU SEE GENERAL TUIEU '.'!ILL YOU DISCUSS THIS 
WITH HIM? 

SECRETARY LAIRDs GENERALLY. ~'E BELIEVE THE QUESTION or THE ELECTIONS 
"IN SOUTH VIET-NAM IS A MATTER THAT SHOULD BE HANDLED BY THE PEOPLE 
OF SOUTH VIET-NAM. THERE HAVE BEEN VARIOUS OFFERS MADE AS FAR AS 
SUPERVISION OF THESE ELECTIONS PY VARIOUS GROUPS OF I~TERNAT!CNAL 

'" c-' , 



BODIES. THESE PROPOSALS ARE WELL KNOWN TO ALL OF YOU. BUT THE MATTER OF THE CONDUCT OF THE ELECTIONS IS A MATTER THAT IS AN INTERNAL MATTER THAT MUST PE ~ANDLED BY THE PEOPLE IN SOUTH VIET-NAM. 
I HAVE SEEN ON MANY OCCASIONS, AS YOU HAVE, A II/ILLINGNESS ON TH!=: PART OF THE SOUT'" VIETrlAMESE GOVERNNENT TO HAVE THESE ELCTIONS INSPECTED, SUPERVISED, SO THAT THEY ARE FAIR AND OPE~~ ELECTIONS. THE MATTER OF THE ELECTIONS IS A MATTER WHICH WILL BE HANDLED BY THE PEOPLE OF SOUTH VIET-NAM, AND I THINK THAT THAT IS THE PROPER MANNER IN WHICH IT SHOULD PF. HANDLED. (END EXCERPTS) ITEM 
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UAIRD INTERVIEW AT BANGKOK AIRPORT (EXCERPTS) (550) '1-7; 

X ERPTS FROM THE TRANSCRIPT 01'" BANGKOK -~ 1'"0LLONINCGR'EATRA~l(!!iLVIN R. LAIl?D Oil HIS ARRIVAL AT T~ REMARKS BY DEI'"ENSE SE . 
BANGKOK AIRPORT JANUARY 7: 

(FlEGIN EXCERPTS)ECRETARY WHAT SPECII'"IC SUBJECTS ~fILL YOU QUESTIONs MR. S , 
DISCUSS HERE, SIR? NG SECRETARY 01'" DEI'"E~lSE, I HAVE SECRETARY LAIRDS OF COURSF., BE~ THE'MILITARY ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS CERTAIN RESPONSIBILITIES AS ~A~SAMEETING OUR TREATY OBLIGATIONS ARE CONCERNED AND ALSO AS FAOF T~E WORLD. WE ARE DOPIS '·"-IAT ~_fE WHICH WE SHARE IN THIS AREA. ---3-



C 
AN TO SEE THAT THE NIXON DOCTRI~F OF PARTNERSHIP, OF STRENGTH, AND 

A WILLINGNESS TO NEGOTIATE IS UNDERSTOOD ~OT OMLY IN ASIA BUT 
THIlOUGHOUT THE WORLD. AS EW APPLY THE PRI~CIPLES OF THE NIXON 
DOCTRH1E. OUR MILITARY ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS BECOME MORE IMPORTANT 
IN MEETING THE TREATY OBLIGATIONS WHICH \olE SHARE 14ITH THE TIIIH 
GOVERNMENT. 

QUESTION: MR. SECRETARY, ,",OW SATISFIED ARE YOU LlIT,", THE 
VIETNAMIZATION PROGRAM? 

SECRETARY LAIRDI THE VIETNAMIZATION PROGRAM HAS MOVED AHEAD OF 
SCHEDULE; AND ALL PHASES, AS FAR AS TURNING OVER THE COMBAT 
RESPONSIBILITIES IN SOUTH VIETNAM TO THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE FORCES, 
AS FAR AS PREPARING THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE TO TAKE A GREATER ROLE, 
AS FAR AS AIR, ARTILLERY AND LOGISTIC SUPPO~T, WE ARE AHEAD OF 
SCHEDULE AS FAR AS THIS PROGRAM IS CONCERNF.D. IT HAS PERMITTED 
A REDUCTION OF AMERICAN FORCES WHICH HAS TAKF.N PLACE A~D IS TAKING 
PLACE AND IT HAS PERMITTED <WILL PERMIT> A REDUCTION AS FAR AS 
THAI FORCES ARE CONCERNED IN VIETNAM. THE PROGRAM HAS MOVED 
FORWARD VERY WELL, AND THESE ANTICIPATED REDUCTIONS ~'HICH "'ILL BF 
MADE DURING THIS PARTICULAR CALENDAR YEAR ARE POSSIBLE BECAUSE 
OF THE PROGRESS OF THE MILITARY ASPECTS OF THE VIF.TNAMIZATION 
PROGRAM. 

LAIRD - PAGE 2 
QUESTION: HOW WILL THF. NIXON DOCTRINE AFFECT MILITARY FINANCIAL 

ASSISTANCE TO THAILAND? 
SECRETARY LAIRD: AS FAR AS THE EFFECT OF THE NIXON DOCTRPIE ON 

THE MILITARY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM, IT IHLL MEAN THAT TIiE MILITARY 
ASSISTANCE AS FAR AS THE DIRECT AID IS CONCERNED AND THE EXCESS 
MILITARY STOCKS WHICH ARE MADE AVAILABLE TO OUR ALLIES, WILL BE 
INCREASED DURING THE PERIOD OF THE NEXT DECADE. 
AS WE APPLY THE THEORY OF THE NIXON DOCTRINE OF PARTNERSHIP, OF 
STRENGTH, AND A WILLINGNESS TO NEGOTIAn:, OF COURSE ~IE WILL BE 
REL YING ON THE MANPOI4ER, TO A GREATP.R F.Xn:~IT, OF OUR ALLIES. BUT 
BECAUSE OF THE LACK OF RESOURCES TI(AT DOES EXIST AS FAR AS MANY OF 
OUR ALLIES ARE CONCERNED, IT WILL NEESSITATE MILTARY ASSISTANCE, 
AND THE MILITARY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM WE ANTICIPATE WILL B~ I~CREASED 
.AS FAR AS THE APPLICATION, AND IN THE APPLICATION, OF THE NIXON 
DOCTRINE. 

QUESTION: MR. SECRETARY, ARE YOU GOING TO MEET WITH THE CAMBODIAN 
'OFFICIALS, SIR? EITI(ER HERr. ON VIETNAM? 

SECRETARY LAIRD: I DON'T HAVE SUCH A M;'ETING SCI(EDULED AT THIS 
TIME. 

QUESTION: DO YOU HAVE ANY PLANS TO GO TO PI(NOM PENH, MR. 
SECRETARY? 

SECRETARY LAIRDf I HAVE NO PLANS AT THIS TIMP.. I AM GOING FROM 
HERE TO VIF.TNAM. 

QUESTION: HAS A DEADLINE BEEN SET FOR THR "'ITHDRA'~AL OF THE 
UNITED STATES COMBAT TROOPS IN VIETNAM? FOR EXAMPLE, MAY 1ST? 

SECRETARY LAIRD: BY MAY 1ST, WF. ~!ILL HAVE A TROOP STRENGTH IN 
VIETNAM WHICH IS A CEILING WHICH HAS B!E~ ANNOU~CED BY THE PRESIDENT 
~HICH IS 284,000. THIS IS A REDUCTION OF THE CEILING FROM 549,500 TO 
284,000 AS OF MAY I. A MAJOR PORTION OF OUR COMBAT FORCES THAT 
HAVE A COMBAT RESPONSIBILITY OR A COI1PAT ASSIGtlMENT WITIIIN 
COUNTRY WILL HAVE BEEN WITHDRAWN PY THAT TIME. HOWEVER, I DON'T 
WANT WILL NOT BE A COMBAT RESPONSIRILITY AS SUCH. IT I"ILL BE 
PR IMAR IL Y A SECURITY RESPONSIRILITY AS WE PROCEED I~ITH PHASE II OF 
THE VIETNAMIZATION PROGRAM WHICH TAKP.S INTO ACCOUNT THE ARTILLERY. 
THE LOGISTIC SUPPORT, AND THF. AIR SUPPORT; AND THESE COMBAT FORCES 
WILL BE ASSIGNED THE SP.CURITY ROLE AS FAR AS THESE REMAINING 
fORCES, AS WE PROCEED WITH PHASE II OF THE VIETNAMIZATION PROGRAM. 
(END EXCERPTS) ITEM. 
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LAIRD NEWS CONFERENCE TRANSCRIPT (EXCERPTS) (1,6~0) 

WASHINGTON -- FOLLOWING ARE EXCERPTS FROM THE TRANSCRIPT OF SECRETARY OF DEFENSE LAIRD" S NE~IS CONFERENCE JMJUARY 20 DEALING ~J!TH HIS RECENT VISIT TO SOUTHEAST ASIA AND SUBSEQUENT EVE NT S. 

(EEGIN EXCERPTS) 

SECRETARY LAIRD: LADIES AND GENTLEMF.N, AS I TOLD YOU BEFORE I LUT ON THE TRIP TO PARIS AND TO SOUTHEAST ASIA, TO THAILAND AND VIETNAM, THAT I WOULD REPORT TO YOU ON MY RETURN AFTER I HAD AN OPPORTUNITY TO REPORT TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 51 A 'iF:S ••• 

I REPORTED TO THE PRESIDENT THAT IN MY VIEW IT WAS CRUCIAL TO THE SUCCESS OF VIETNAMIZATION THAT WE USE OUR AIR AND OUR SEA RESOURCES, FIRST TO PROTECT TH~ LIVES OF THE MEN THAT ARE SERVl'JG UNDER THE SUPERB LEADERSHIP OF GENERAL ASRANS, AND SEC(fNDLY, TO ENHANCE VIEnJAMIZAlION AND TO F.NABLE US TO BRING HOME ADDITIONAL THHOUSANDS OF AMERICANS FROM VIETNAM ••• 

SECRETARY LAIRD, YOU ASSURED US SOME MANY MO"lTHS AGO THAT THF.:RE WOULD BE NO CREDIBILITY GAP HERE. AND YET, THERE HAS BEEN A CREDIBILITY GAP THAT HAS BEEN YAWNING WIDER AND WIDER n THE LASr FEI4 WEEKS, AND THAT IS THAT IN JUNE OF 1970, M{,. ~J.XON AND OTHERS IN THE 1"!-lITE HOUSE HlDICATED TH/\T THERE \'IOULD 
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BE AN :;:ND TO COMRAT AIR SUPPORT AND OUR LOGISTICS SUPPORT ::JIRUT' 
1 N CAMSOD IA ONCE OU~ TROOPS ON THE GROmlD HAD LEFT THERE. 
THIS POLlCY SEEMS TO HAVE CHANGED IN RECENT I~F.F.:!{S. CA~ YOU 
EXPLAIN WHAT THIS CHANGF. IN POLICY IS? 

LAIRD: FIRST, I ~JOULD LIKE TO ADDRESS MYSELF TO THE CREDIBILITY 
PART Or YOUR QUESTION. SINCE I HAVE SERVED OVER HERE IN THIS 
BUILDING, WE HAVE MADE SEVERAL ANNOU~CEMENTS FROM TIME TO TIME 
AS TO \~HERE WE WOULD BE AND WHAT WE WOULD DO. THESE ANNOUNCF.MENTS 
HAVE BEEN MADE flY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES 
AND EACH TIME AN ANNOUNCEMENT HAS BF.EN MADE, THE CR~DIBILITY Or 
THOSE ANNOUNCEMENTS SEEMS TO HAVE BEEN ~UESTIONED. I THHNK T~ 
BEST JUDGMENT AS TO WHETHER THEY ARF. CREDIBLE OR NOT IS IIV THE 
DELIVERY. WE HAVE ANNOUNCED SIX SEPARATE TROOP WITHDRAWALS 
FROM VIETNAM, AND ON EVERY OCCASION WE HAVE DELIVERED ON THOSE 
ANNOUNCEMENTS. 

PAGE 2 Ge LAIRD 

THIS IS SOMETHING THAT HAD NOT HAPPENED BEFORE AS FOR AS SOUTH~ 
EAST ASIA IS CONCERNED DURING THE PAST FIVE YEARS, BUT I II'OULD 
LIKE TO CALL TO YOUR ATTENTION THAT EACH TIME THOSE ANNOUNCEMENTS HAVE 
BEEN MADE THERE HAVE BEF.N THOSE THAT HAVE DOUBTED WHETHER 14E 
WOULD DELIVER. THE RECORD NILL SHOW THAT F.ACH OF THE LAST 
FIVE HAS BEEN MET. I CAN ASSURE YOU THAT THE SIXTH INCREMENT OF 
OUR WITHDRAWAL WILL BE MET AND THAT \I/F: IJILL BfAT THE TROOP CEILING 
OF 284,000 ON MAY I. 

THEN THERE WAS ANOTHER ANNOUNCEMENT WHICIf WAS CHALLENGED AS TO 
WHETHER IT WAS CREDIBLE OR NOT. THAT ~'AS THE A'WOUNCF:MENT THAT 
OUR GROUND FORCES WOULD BE OUT OF CAMBODIA AFTER THE OPERATIONS 
WERE CONCLUDED DURING THE 60-DAY PERIOD WHICH ~IAS OUTLINED BY 
THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES. 

I JUST RECENTLY REREAD SOME OF THE EDITORIALS WHICIf WERE 
WRITTEN THAT THIS WAS A PROBLEM AND THAT ~E WOULD NOT DELIVER. 
EVERY GROUND SOLDIER WAS RF.MOVED FROMVWMBODIA AT THE CLOSE OF 
THE SANCTUARY OPERATIONS ON SCHEDULE OR AHEAD OF TIME. THAT 
ANNOUNCEMENT WAS MET. 

THE SECOND PART OF YOUR QUESTION DEALS \t.'ITH THE FOLLO\oJUP OF 
THE CAMBODIAN SANCTUARY OPERATIONS OF 1970 IN \·,!HICH THE 
PRESIDENT SAID, I BELIEVE ON JUNE 30, THAT AIR SUPPORT \.IOULD 
NOT BE USED OR NOT NECESSARY DURING THE TERMIr~ATION OF THOSE 
SANCTUARY OPERATIONS. THIS WAS A CORRECT STATEMENT, BECAUSE THE 
SOUTH VIETNAMESE AIR FORCE AT THAT TIME FELT THAT THEY COULD 
PERFORM THE AIR SUPPORT THAT WAS NEEDED AND NECESSARY TO FINISH 
UP THOSE SANCTUARY OPERATIONS PRIOR TO THE RAINY SEASON S~TTINr, 
IN, WHICH OF COURSE TERMINATED THAT PHASE OF THE CAMBODIA~ 
OPERATION AS FAR AS THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE I~ERE CO~!CERNED. 

WE DIDp HOI~EVER, USE AIR POWER IN CAMBODIA, AND WE HAVE 
CONTINUED TO USE IT, ALTHOUGl-I IT ~'AS NOT DIRECTLY RF.LATED TO THE 
SOUTH VIETNAMESE SANCTUARY OPERATION. WE HAVE CONTINUED AND AS 
THE PRESIDENT SAID IN THAT SAME STATEMENT ON JUNE 30, HE SAID 
WE WILL CONDUCT WlTH THE APPROVAL OF THE CAMBODIAN GOVF.Rllr~E'lT-~ 
I AM PARAPHRASING THISQ-AIR OPERATIONS AGAINST ENEMY FORCES AS 
THEY MOVE SUPPLIES AND PERSONNEL THROUGH CAM80DIA TO~'ARDS SOUTH 
VIETNAM AND REESTABLISH THEIR SANCTUARY AREAS. 
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rllSSION IS C.I\LLF:D. OR THAT MISSION. I HAVE ALWAYS CALLW 
"AIR ACTIVITIES,· "AIR SUPPORT" AS FAR AS CAMBODIA IS CON,l~ r. 
1\ ND I DOW T CARE TO GET INTO A QUESTION OF SEMANTICS 0<1) THT. 
WE WILL USE AIR POWER, AND AS LONG AS I AM SERVING IN THIS J03, 
I \HLL RECOtqMEND l'HI>.T WE USE AIR PO\o/ER TO SUPPLEMENT THF. ::;OUT~ 
VIETNA.r~ESE FORCES, AS FAR AS THE AIR CAMPAIGN PJ 50UT4 VIETNA:"~ 
LAOS AND CAMBODIA. I THINK THAT THAT IS DONK FOR VE~Y GOOD REASON. 
/\S I STATED I N MY REPORT TO T HE PRESIDENT, fIRST, TO REDUCE 
AMZRiCAN CASUALTIES AND PROTECT AMERICA~ LIVES AS NE CONTI qUE 
TO WITHDRA~' AND REDUCE THE AMERICAN PRESENCE Hl SOUTYEAST r.SIA 
AND PARTICULARLY IN VIETNAM; SECONDLY, AS ~IF. CONTINU .. TO SEE THAT 
THE VIETNAMIZATION PROGRAM AND THE SUCCF.SS 010" T1-IAl' PROGRAN IS 
ASSURED AND AS THE PHASE II OF T~E VIET~AMIZATION PROGRAM GO~S 

. FOHWARD. 

THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE WILL BE IN A POSITION, AS THE CAMBODIA~lS 
NILL BE IN A BETTER POSITION. THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE ARE ACQUIRING 
THE AIR CAPABILITY, AND THE MOVEMENT THAT NE'VE MADE WITH THE 
TRANSFER OF WELL OVER 300 HELICOPTERS IN THIS LAST YEAR, I 
THINK IS SIGNIFICANT PROGRESS. THE PROGRESS \"F. ARE MAKING AS 
FAR AS THE FIXED WHIG AIRCRAFT IS Co/JCER/IED IS IMPORTANT. BUT 
1.1E ARE GOHIG TO SUPPLEMENT AS FAR AS AIR POWER IS CONCERNED. 

I DON" T WANT ANYONE TO LEAVE THIS ROOM 1'IITH ANY OTHER UNDER­
STANDING. I HAVE OU'CLINED THAT TO THE CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEES. 
\4£ HAVE THIS AUTHORITY. IT WAS SPELLED OUT CLEARLY III THE 
CONGRESSIONAL LEGISLATION WHIC1-I PASSED. THE AUTHORS OF THE 
AMENDMENTS WHICH LIMIT GROUND COMBAT ACTIVITIF.S, \~1-IICH I 
SUPPORT, AND WHICH I WILL SEE ARE LIVED UP TO ~Y THIS 
ADMINISTRATIOfl AND BY THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE. 

WE WILL FOLLOW THOSE CONGRESSIO~JAL MANDATES. BUT AS FAR AS 
AIR AND SEA ACTIVITIES, THE LAW IS VERY CLEAR THAT AS FAR AS 
iHE SANCTUARIES OR AS FAR AS PROTECTING THE VIETNAMIZATION 
PROGRAM, PROTECTING AMERICAN LIVES, INSURING WITHDRA\~AL, ALL 
OF T HOSE TERMS ARE WRITTEN VERY EMPHATICALLY AND CLEAR!.. Y INTO 
THE CONGRESSIONAL LEGISLATION. WHICH PASSED IN THIS LAST S~SSION 
OF CONGRESS. WE WILL ABIDE BY THOSE CONGRESSIONAL MANDATES A'JD 
UE ARE LIVING WITHIN THOSE CONGRESSIONAL MANDATr.S TODAY o 

PAGE " -~ LAIRD 
Q. MR. SECRETARY, WOULD YOU SAY THAT THE FORCE IN 

TWO MOUNTAIN PASSES IS ATTEMPTING TO REESTABLISH A SANCTUARY 
IN CAMBODIA; THAT THE USE OF HELICOPTE~ GUN SHIPS TO ATTEMPT TO 
DISLODGE THEM IS AN INTERDICTION OF SUPPLIES THAT MIGHT 
EVENTUALLY COME INTO VIETNAM AND THAT THAT IS NOT A EROAD END 
DEFINITION OF WHAT YOU AND T~E PRESIDENT AND JERRY FRIEDHEIM 
AND EVERYBODY ELSE IN T0I4N ~!AS SAYING LAST JUNE? 

LAIRD: I KNOW WHAT I WAS SAYING LAST JUNE, AND 
PRIOR TO THAT TIME, THAT ~IE \"OULD USE AIR PO~'ER IN CAMBOD!A. 
I THINK IF YOU WILL RERF.AD THE TESTIMONY IN WHICH I WAS 
QUIZZED BY THE SENATE FOREIGN RELATIONS COMMITTEE, IT'S VERY 
CLEAR. AND 1 K"lOW YOU'VE REREAD THAT. 

Q~ I HAVE. HAVE I ASKF.D TOO MANY QUESTIONS? I 
WOULD Ll KE ONE ON THAT HIG HWAY. 

SECRETARY LA!RD: IF YOU WANT TO GET INTO THAT PARTICULAR 
OPERATION, SUPPLEMENTAL AIR POWER HAS BEEN USED TO SUPPLEM£1H n!l~ 
FORCES OF SOUTH VIETNAM. AS YOU KNOW, OUR INFORMATION OF THE 
PREVIOUS LOGISTIC SUPPLY ROUTE FOR IV CORPS AND III CORPS liJDIC~,TES 
VERY CLEARLY THAT THF. VAST MAJORITY OF ALL OF THE SUPPLIES 
THAT MOVED IIHO !ll AND IV CORPS DID ORIGINATE IN 'fHAT AREA 
~lEAR THE PORT OF' KOf1PONG SOM, FORMERLY CALLED SIHMOU!(IJ!LI.~:" 
THIS HP,S DEE:-) ii f1." •. ;OR LOGISTIC SUPPLY nOllTE TO SUPPLY TI-IF.'ORCES 



Hi SOUT H V lET NAi'I. THIS ROUTE TO THE: SEA IS IMPORTANT, AND 
EVERY EFFORT WILL BE MADE TO SEE THAT IT CAN~OT BE USED AS FAR 
{IS A SUPPLY ROUTE BY THE ENEMY. 

THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE CONTRARY TO SOME REPORTS I~ENT HITO T~IS 
AREA ON THE GROUND, AND THERE HAS EEF.~ SOME AlaLIFT lollTHPJ 
THE AREA, WHICH BOTH THE SOIlTH VIF.TNAMESE AND THE U~lIn::D STATF.S 
HAVE PROVIDED. THERE HAS BEEN AIR SUPPORT FLO~N BY THE SOUT~ 
VIETNAMESE, THE CAMBODIANS, AND THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCES. 
I CONSIDER THIS AN IMPORTANT USE OF AIR POWER, AND BELIEVE THAT 
IT IS IMPORTANT TO SEE THAT THE LOGISTICS SUPPLY ROUTES AND 
THE RESTOCKING OF THE SANCTUARIES BE MADE AS DIFFICULT AS POSSIBLE 
DURING THIS VERY IMPORTANT DRY SEASON ••• 

Q. MR. SECRETARY, YOU ARE TALKING ABOUT THE NIXON 
DOCTRINE AND YOU ARE TALKING ABOUT MATERIAL ASSISTANCE. HAVE 
YOU BROADENED IT BY SAYING IT ALSO INCLUDES AIR ASSISTANCE AND 
SEAPOWER ASSISTANCE;, 

PAGE 5 -- LAIRD 

LAIRD: THE SITUATION IS SUCH THAT AS FAR AS 
OUR COMMITMENTS ARE CONCERtlED AND OUR OBLIGATIO:.JS Pol ASIA, 
WE ARE NOT BACKING AWAY FROM ANY OF THOSE TREATY OBLIGATIONS 
WHICH' HAVE flEEN PASSED BY THE UNITED STATES SE~IATE, APPROVED 
UNDER OUR CONSTITUTIONAL PROCF.SS. WE ARE MAKl'!G IT CLEAR, ~O\.1EVER, 
THAT OUR ASSISTANCE WILL BE IN THE ~IAY OF MATERIAL; WILL BE 
MAINTAINED IN THE FORM OF SEA AND AIR PO~IER, BUT THAT WE DO No'r 
PLACE THE RELIANCE ON THE COMMITMENT OF GROUND COMBAT FORCES 
THAT THE PREVIOUS ADMINISTRATION DID IN THIS AREA. I DON'T 
CARE TO GET BACK AND DEBATE THE 1965 DECISION, BECAUSE THAT 
DOES NOT SERVE US ANY PURPOSE AT THIS TIME. 

Q. ARE YOU SAYING THAT THE NIXON DOCTRINE ONLY 
PRECLUDES THE USE OF GROUND COMPAT FORCES, PERIOD? 

LAIRD: THE NIXON DOCTRINF. APPLIES TO BUILDING UP 
THE STRE NGTH OF OUR ALLIES HI THAT AREA AND PERFORMI NG THE NEF:DED 
A NO NECESSARY SUPPORT REQUIREi~ENTS I N ORDER FOR US TO NAI NTAI N 
AN ADEQUATE DETERRENT AS WE MOVE TOWARDS PEACE IN THAT AREA, 
AND IT DOES PLACF. THE EMPHASIS ON THE IDF.A OF PARTNERSHIP AND 
STREI~GTH ••• 

Q. CHOOSE YOUR WORDS CAREFULLY. DOES THIS MEAN THAT 
THERE MIGHT BE OTHER GROUND FORCES INTRODUCED? SECONDLY, DOES 
THE NIXON ADMINISTRATION FEEL THAT NO MATTER WHAT HAS BEEN SAID 
AT ONE TIME, THAT IT HAS NO RIGHT TO CHANGE ITS MIND AND TAKE A 
DIFFERENT STEP IF THE EXIGENCIES OF THE SITUATION DEMAND IT AND 
IT IS NOT OUTLAWED BY CONGRESS? 

LAIRD: I THINK IT IS IMPORTANT THAT ~.'E MAINTAIN 
OUR RELATIONSHIPS AS CLEARLY AS POSSIBLE AND LIVr. IHTHI') T~E 
CONGRESSIONAL MANDATES THAT WE HAVE AND WE ARE DOING THAT. 
I THINK THAT SHOllLD BE UNDERSTOOD. ~)E ARE CARRYING Otl A 
MILITARY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM IN CAMBODIA. THIS WAS APPROV~D BY 
AN OVERWHELMING VOTE OF THE CONGRESS. WE ARE GOING TO DO OUR 
BEST HERE IN THE DF.PARTMENT OF DEFENSE AND IHTHIN THIS 
ADMINISTRATION TO ASSURF. THAT THIS MILITARY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 
WILL BE CARRIED OUT AS EFFECTIVELY AND AS EFFICIENTLY AS POSSIRLE. 

THIS WILL REQUIRE, OF COURSED THAT WE AUDIT THE DELIVERY Or 
EQUIPMENT AND Ar1~!uNITION UNDER THE MILITARY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM" 
AS I TESTIfIED I\T THE TIME THE SUPPLEMENTAL WAS BF:F'ORF. CONGP.ESS~ 

~> 
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THAT AUDIT RESPONSIBILITY WILL Bg CARRIED OUT BY OUR MILITARY 
EQUIPNENT DELIVERY TEAMS. THIS IS A RESPONSIBILITY THAT 
THE CONGRESS HAS CHARGED THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE TO BE 
ACCOUNTABLE FOR THE MILITARY EQUIPME'lT, MILITARY SUPPLIES THAT 
ARE DELIVERED TO CAMBODIA UNDER THIS PROGRAM. IN ANSI'IER TO YOUR 
QUESTION, WE ~IILL KEEP THE MILITARY DELIVERY ASSISTANCE TEAMS 
AT A VERY MI NIMUM LEVEL. I THINK YOU ~IILL PROBABL Y FI f>JD THAT T Hg 
GENERAL ACCOUNTING OFFICE IHLL HAVE MORE PEOPLE CHECKING IT 
THAN WE DO BECAUSE WE ARE MAKING AN ALLoOUT EFFORT TO KEEP THE 
MILITARY PRESENCE, AS FAR AS THE MILITARY DELIVERY TEAMS ARF. 
CONCERNED, TO THE ABSOLUTE MINIMUM. 

THIS SHOULD BE NO NEWS TO ANYONE. I WOULD HOPE THAT YOU 
WOULD REREAD MY TESTIMONY BEFORE SENATOR MCGEE·S SUBCOMMITTEE 
THAT CONDUCTED HEARINGS ON HOW \<IE WOULD ACCOUNT FOR TliF. MILITARY 
ASSISTANCE IN CAMBODIA. I TRIED TO OUTLINF. IT THERE AS CLEARLY 
AND AS EFFECTIVELY AS I POSSIBLY COULD ••• 

Q. MR. SECRETARY, AS I READ THE PRESIDENT ON JU~IE 30, 
HE WOULD PERMIT INTERDICTION ACTIVITY IN CAMBODIA AFTE:R THE 
ylITHDRAWAL OF OUR TROOPS, BUT WOULD PRECLUDE BOTH CLOSE SUPPORT 
AND LOGISTIC SUPPORT. AS I UNDERSTAND YOU TODAY, YOU SAY THAT 
CLOSE SUPPORT AND LOGISTIC SUPPORT, HOWF.VER DESCRIBED, ARE 
NOW PERMITTED. 

LAIRD: I DON°T USE THOSE TERMS. I TALK ABOUT 
AIR SUPPORT. I HAVE ALWAYS. TALKED ABOUT AIR SUPPORT. 

Q. THAT KIND OF ACTIVITY, HOWEVER DESCRIBED, IS 
PERMITTED BY TWO THINGS: ONE, A DEFINITION OF ~JHAT THE NIXON 
DOCTRINE IS REALLY ALL ABOUT; AND, TWO, THE FACT THAT THE CONGRESS 
DIDN°T PRECLUDE THIS KIND OF ACTIVITY IN VOTING A SUPPLEMENTAL 
AND RESTRICTING GROUND COMBAT ACTIVITY? 

LAIRD: YOU ARE CORRECT IN BOTH CASES. THE CONGRESS 
DID NOT PRECLUDE THIS, AND IT HAS ALWAYS BEEN M1TICIPATED 
BY ME IN ALL OF MY TESTIMONY THAT AIR SUPPORT WOULD BE USED. 

THE LISE OF HELICOPTER GUt~ SHIPS AND THE IMPROVEMENTS THAT 
WE HAVE MADE IN THE LAST YEAR ON THE HELICOPTER GUN SHIP HAS 
BEEN IMPORTANT. IT'S BEEN MUCH MORE EFFECTIVELY USED, AND 
SOME OF THE OTHER GUN SHIPS ARF. MUCH MORE F.FFECTIVF. THAN THEY 
WERE A YEAR AGO AS FAR AS STOPPING LOGISTIC MOVEMENT. SO I 
AM NOT MAYBY ANS\~ERING YOUR QUF.STlON. BUT YOU SORT OF STATED 
A rACT AS FAR AS THE ACTION OF' THE CONGRESS. I THOUGHT I HAD 
MADE THAT PRETTY CLF.AR •••• 
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Q. AS THE LEGISLATION IS DRAWN, AS YOU ARE DISCUSSING 
IT, DO YOU CONSIDER YOURSELF' PRECLUDED FRON OPERATING, SAY, 
DIVISION OR REGIMENTAL LEVEL ADVISORS, TO THE CAMBODIANS AND 
THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE OPERATING IN CAMBODIA? 

LAIRD: YES. 

Q. ['1R. SECRETARY, HOW MUCH MORE AIR PO~)ER ARE WE 
PREPARED TO USE IN CAMBODIA ABOVE PRESENT LEVELS? 

LAIRD: I WOULD DOUBT THAT WE WOULD GET UP TO THE 
LEVEL OF LAST YEAR, BUT WE COUI.D. ! DON'T WANT TO BE IN A 
POSITION OF' PUTTING A SORTIE LIMITATION AS FAR AS CAMBODIA, 
IF tHAT IS WHAT YOU WANT. I AM NOT GOING TO DO THAT. BECAUSE 
[ HAVE TOLD GENERAL ABRAMS THAT I WANT HIM TO DO EVERYT~ING HE 
GMl 1'0 CONTI NUE '1'0 KEEP ANER leAN CASUALTIES LOW. 

I .. ', - -". ,~", 



WE HAVE MADE SUBSTANTIAL PROGRESS IN THAT AREA. WHE~ 1 CAME 
IN THERE WERE SOME WEEKS THEY WERE RUNNING 39)0. THIS ~1EE 

THEY ANNOUNCED IN SAIGON THAT IN THE LAST 7 DAYS THERE WERE 37. 
ONE CASUALTY IS TOO MANY. 

THEY ARE GOING TO DO EVERYTHING tHE CAN, TAKING INTO CO~SIDF.RATION 

THE PROTECTION OF AMERICAN LIVES, THE DANGERS INVOLVED TO THE 
AMERICANS THAT ARE PRESENT IN VIETNAM, BECAUSE WE"RE TAKING 
OUR PEOPLE OUT. AND AS WE CONTINUE TO TAKE ADDITIONAL THOUSANDS 
OUi OF SOUTH VIETNAM I HAVE INSISTED THAT OUR COMMANDERS 
HAVE THE AUTHORITY TO PROTECT THOSE REMAINING FORCES IN COUNTRY. 
I AM NOt GOING TO DO ANYTHING THAT IHLL RESTRICT THEIR CAPABILITY 
TO PROTECT AMERICAN LIVES. 

Q. MR. SECRETARY, DOES tHAT MEAN tHAt THERE ARE NO 
INHIBITIONS OF ANY KIND ON THE USE OF AMERICAN AIR POWER I~ 

CAMBODIA? 
SECRETARY LAIRD: I DON'T CARE to DISCUSS THE OPERATING ORDERS. 

I HAVE NEVER DISCUSSED THE OPERATING ORDERS WHICH I HAVE APPROVED 
IN SUBSTANCE. I CAN ONLY SAY TO YOU THAt tHERE ARE CERTAIN 
PROTECTIONS WRITTEN INTO THOSE ORDERS; THERE ARE CERTAIN CONTROLS 
THAT ARE WRITTEN INTO THOSE ORDERS. (END EX~PTS) ITEM 
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