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VIETKAMIZATION - An Alternative to Negotiati~TE 

Melvin R. Laird, Secretary of Defense I 
News Conference at Paris, France 
January 6, 1971 

. The Administration attaches great importanc.e to the negotiations here at 
Paris and the important work being carried on by Ambassador Bruce and the 
negotiating team here in Paris. The aim, ~f course, and the goal of this Admini­
stration is still very nlUch a negotiated settlement as far as Southeast A$ia i·s 
conce rned.-

. . • . ' . 
We.jn the Department of Defense have hsd the responsibility for pushing 

forward with the Vietnamization program and have al\\'ay~ emphasized the importar.cc 
of the Vietnamizat ion program and its important association with a negotiated 
sdtl ement. Vietnamization.does not take the place of negotiation--it merely 
complements negot iations. and should negot iat ions fa ii, the Vietnamization 
program, p.rt icularly the milii"ry aspects of it, gives a substitute an'd gives us 
the opportunity for withdrawal ~nd for disassociation and disengagement.as far as 
the United States military forces are conc.erned. And this program, during the 
last 18 months, has mad<!,suhstantial progress. 

The SOl"th Vietnamese {orees have become much better equipped, n,uch 
,elter trained. and the leadership has improved to the point where they arc able 

to take over the military bU~'dens in Southeast Asia and particularly in South Viet­
nam. This progress that we have made with the military aspects of the Vietnamiza­
tion progra=, however, is irnportant. but we still attach greater importance to 
the negotiated seLtlen1ent as far as Indochina is concerned, and we br,lieve that the· 
progress ·that we have n,a?e in Vietn"mizatior. does put our negotiating team in q 

stronger position here in Paris. 
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