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STATE DEPARTMENT BRIEFINGS: January 1971



" T STATE DEPARTHENT PRESS BRIZFING (EXCERPTS)  (320)
" WASHINGTON ~- FOLLOWING ARE EXCERPTS FROV THE JOHN KING STATE

DEPARTHMENT PRESS BRIEFING JANUARY 6:
(BEGIN EXCERPTS) |
@ JOMN, IS THERG ANY STUDY GOING OW 1N THE STATE DEPARTHENT '7/
TO CLARIFY THE EXTENT TO WHICH THE UNITED STATES AID TO
CAMBODIA CAN BE SUPERVISED THROUGH THIRD PARTIES, OR EXAMLWED
FOR AGCOUNT ABILITY?
MR. KING: THROUGK "THIRD PARTIES?"
@ THROUGH CONTRACT PARTIES -- I THINX MILITARY ADVISERS OR
TROOPS ARE RULED OUT AS A RESULT OF LEGISLAT IOH, IS THERE ANY
STUDY GOING ON AS TO WHAT EXTENT ACCOUNTABILITY CAN BE MAINTAINED - .
OVER THE AID BEING GIVEN? |
A A "srunv",_voh KNOW, IN THE FORMAL SENSE OF _
A FULL BLOWN EFFORT, 'Y NOT AWARE OF. BUT WE OBVIOUSLY YILL
"HAVE TO TAKE UNDER CONSIDERATION AN EXPANSION OF OUR STAFF --
| THAT 1S, BOTH MILITARY AND CIVILIAN -- AT THE EMBASSY IN PHNOH PiNH,
WITH THE OBVIOUS MISSION OF OVERSEEING THE DISTRIBUTION OF ALD
UNDER THE NEW AID PACKAGE THAT HAS BEEN APPROVED BY CONGRESS.
" .BUT WE WOULD HOPE THAT IT'S NOT A LARGE INCREASE IN THE PERSONNEL
AT THE EMBASSY. : |
'@ HOW MANY ARE INVOLVED NOW, INCLUDING THOSE AT THE EMBASSY,
JOHN? B o ' )
A I'VE_GOT‘THbSE FIGURES REASONABLY UP-TO~DATE, WITHIN THE
 LAST WEEK OR.SO,‘BUT'i DON'T HAVE THE{ WITH ME, BuT I'LL G2
. THEM FOR 'YOU. i |
I*S NOT LARGE -- IN THE RANGE OF 75, I BELIEVE.
Q@ CAN YOU GIVE US SOME IDEA OF WHAT RANGE OF INCREASE 15
BEING CONSIDERED, IN VIEW OF THE ADDITIONAL AID?
A WELL, NO, I CAN'T == BUT WE WOULD HOPE THAT IT WOULD BE
SMALL. | B -
Q@ WHERE 1S THAT STUDY CENTERED NOW? 1S THIS A STATE
DEPARTHENT FUNCTION OR A DEFENSE DEPARTMENT FUNCTION, INTERDE-
PARTMENTAL, OR' WHAT? o - |
A I WOULD SAY INTERDEPARTMENTAL. YOU WOULD ALSO HAVE TO *
INCLUDE AID. (END EXCERPTS) ITEN ) R O
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EPF 13 |
STATS DEPARTAEWT PRESS BRIEFING (EXCERPIS)  (199)°
UASHINGTON =- FOLLOWING ARE EXCERPTS FROM THE JOHN XING |

STATE DEPAGRTMENT PRESS BRIZFING JANUARY [I: |

(STGIN TXCERPTS)

& CAN YOU GIVE US THE DEPAKTHENT®S CURRENT ESTIHATE

Cid THE #ILITARY SITUATIOCH IN camson;ig - |

SRe KING: 10, SIR, I YOULDN'T -- wz'HaQE SORT OF DEVELOPED.

A POSITION MERE OF NOT TRYING TO GIVE YOU MILITARY SITuaTION

RIPOATS I§ CANBODIA. I WOULD LIKE TO CONTINUE WITH THAT TRADITION,

:  SICRETARY LAIRD SAID TODAY THAT THE MILITARY SITUATloN‘ |

APPEARS TO DE GETTING WORSE I LAOS. WE DON'T HAVE THE snﬁz_nccsss

7O IAFORUATION AS THE MILITARY IN LAOS. CAN YOU GIVE A REPOKT ON

THAT, OF DOSS THAT COME UNDER THIS POLICY OF NOT TALKING ABOUT
THD HILITARY? - S

A I'm JUST NOT PREPARED TO DISCUSS THE SITUATION IN LAOS.

I JUST SAW THE ~- o | |

4 IS THAT A STANDING == | |

A WILL, YOU XNOW IT ISN'T. WE'VE DISCUSED IT BEFORE HERE.

5

3 YES, |
. 20T, I'® JUST NOT PREPARRD TO ADDRESS'M?SELF-TO‘IT;'
T iRe KI4G, WHAT DO YOU THINK ABOUT THE LATEST TROUBLE
I OKLAWA? | RO | |

A1 ;gLizva THE DEPARTNINT OF DEFENSE WILL ANSUZR
QUZSTI0SS O THAT SUBJECT. (END EXCERPTS) ITEHM.

LA PN I
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<ZPF 46
STATE DEPARTMENT PRESS BRIEFING (EXCERPTS) (487

WASHINGTON -- FOLLOWING ARE EXCERPTS FROM THE JOMN KING
STATE DEPARTMENT PRESS BRIEFING JANUARY 13:

(BEGIN TEXT)

Q IS THE UNITED STATES PROVIDING ANY SUPPORT TO THE SOUTH
VIETgA??SE OFFENSIVE IN CAMRODIA, EITHER ON THE GROUND OR LOGISTIC
SUPPOR

MR. KINGt ON THE GROUND AND LOGISTIC SUPPORT IN CAMBODIA?
®  YES.

A NO, SIR,

@ IS THE UNITED STATES PROVIDING ANY AIR SUPPORT?

A WE CONTINUE TO FLY AIR INTERDICTION MISSIONS AND WILL
CONTINUE TO DO SO, BUT I WOULN’T RELATE THAT TO THIS OPERATION,
I JUST DON'T KNOW ENOUGH ABOUT THAT TO GET IHTO IT. WE’LL
LEAVE THAT TO MACV IN SAIGON TO DISCUSS. BRUT 1 DO NOTE FOR THE
RECORD THAT WE WILL CONTINUE TO FLY INTERDICTION MISSIONS INTO
CAMBODIAN AIR SPACE.

@  JOHN, DO YOU KNOW WHETHER THE UMITED STATES HAD TO PROMISE
THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE ANY ADDITIONAL ECONOMIC OR MILITARY AID
BEFORE THE DECISION WAS MADE TO SEND SOUTM VIETNAMESE FORCES
IN TO TRY TO OPEN HIGHWAY 4?

A NO, I DON'T,

Q@ JOHN =

A YOU'RE AWARE THOUGH, OF COURSE, THAT THE SOUTH VIETHAMESE

- HAVE MAINTAINED RATHER EXTENSIVE OPERATIONS IN CAMBODIA FOR SIX
MONTHS NOW AND == WELL,SINCE APRIL. 1°# A LITTLE PUZZLED THAT
THIS SORT OF A QUESTION WOULD ARISE,

@ WELL, I WAS ASKING IF THE UNITED STATES WAS SUPPLYING ANY
SPECIFIC LOGISTIC SUPPORT FOR THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE OPERATION NOW
BEING CONDUCTED IN CAMRODIA.

A  WHAT DO YOU MEAN BY "LOGISTIC SUPPORT"?

2 EQUIPMENT, SUPPLIES,

A OH, IN THAT EVERT, YES; SURF,

Q IN CAMBODIA?

A I THOUGHT YOU WERE TALKING ABCUT LOGISTIC SUPPGRT ON THE GROUKD
INVOLVING AMERICAN MILITARY PERSONNEL,.

3 I°M SPEAKING OF LOGISTIC SUPORT BY THE UNITED STATES FOR
THE CURRENT SOUTH VIETNAMESE OPERATION IN CAMBODIA, IS THE UNITED
STATES LOGISTICALLY SUPPORTING THAT OPERATION?

A WELL, I BELIEVE THAT WE HAVE ASSISTED IN THE ARMING AND
EQUIPPING OF THE FORCES PRESUMABLY NOW OPERATING IN THAT
AREA., THAT"S LOGISTICS. WHAT ELSE?

@ I DON'T KNOW. THAT'S WHY I WAS ASKING,

&  OekKe

8 ARE THERE ADVISERS WITH THEM? e




A NO, SIR.
@  HOW ABOUT TACTICAL AIR?

A WELL, UNDER THE GENERAL RUBRIC OF AIR INTERDICTION, THAT |
CONTINUES, BUT I DON°T RELATE IT SPECIFICALLY TO TACTICAL «=

§ ISN°T THERE A DIFFERENCE BETWEEN TACTICAL AIR AND AIR INTER-
HICTION?

. GH, I°D REFER YOU TO THE MILITARY ON THAT,

Q@  JOHN, BACK ON THE SUPPORT FOR THE SOUTH VIETNANESE GOING
INTO CAMBODIA, DO YOU KNOW IF ANY OF THE LEGISLATION PASSED BY
THE CONGRESS IN THE CLOSING WEFKS LAST YEAR MAS ANY BEARING ON
THIS?

A I DON'T THINK SO, NO, (END EXCERPTS) ITEM

1/13/71 545P BD



STATE DEPARTHENT PRESS SRIZFINI (EXCEZRPTS) {1,450)

WASHINGTON == FOLLOWING ARE EXCRAPTS FROs THE JOHN KINd
STATE DEPARTMENT PRESS BRI:FING JANUARY 143
(BEG IN EXCERPTS)
Q@ JOHN, IV CAMBODIA IT HAS SEEN ANNOUNCED THAT == well, rePOATed
ANYWAY » THAT THE B=525 ARE IN ACTION SOUTH#2oT OF PHwOd Piihe
DOES THIS KIND OF ACTION FALL UNDER THE "Alr INTeaDICTION™

CATEGORY?
¥R. KING: YES, SIRe

Q COULD YOU TELL uUs, IN THAT-tASE. WHAT WHE[HeR YOU RAVE INFOa=

%AT ION THAT THE ENEaY FORCES SOUTH OF PHNO& PedH wike OW Helr
WAY TO SOUTH VIETNAM AND YOU ARE INT2RDICTING THea?

PAGE 2 =~ STATZ

o NO, I COULDN°T TELL YOU wHAT THEIX PLANS OR INTENTIONS Ahi ==
EVEN THE IR OPERATIONSs I LEAVE THAT TO wAGVN IN 5AlaON [0 Tell
Q@ THEN HOW DOES IT FALL INTO THAT CATEGORY?

WHAT CATE3ORY? C -

AIR INTERDICTION sY THE DEFINITION OF THe wORD?

A

Q

A DO YOU KNOW THE DEFINITION OF THE WORD?
Q SOME DEFINITIONS THAT ARE == . .
A

D

Q

A

LET ¥E GIVE IT TO YOU ~-= WE3ISTER'S THIRD NEw INT2RNAT 10wAL
IRECT ONARY ==

00 KD

-« WHICH SAYS THAT IT°S: "ARTILLERY FIRE Or Al
ATTACK DIRECFED ON A ROUTE OR AREA TO DudY IT3 US& TO THe £dkbaYo”
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Q@ SO THAT "AIR INTERDICTION® AT THIS POINI, O &Y THIS
DEFINITION, INCLUDES NOT ONLY ROUTES, oUT AREAS ==AND Iu
THIS CASE, CAMBODIA? .

A THAT’S CORRECT.

Q@ SO BY THIS DEFINITION, ALL ORDNANCE DROPPED 8Y The uUNITed
STATES IS PART =~ ON CAioODIA == IS5 PART OF THIS POLICY?

A YESe oo

Q IF wWE CAN RETURN TO CAHoODIA3 HAS THr GVN Re@Ue3ToD 3355
SILLION IN ADDITIONAL AID FOR THeIR PARTICIPATION I~ CancOulA?

A 1 SAW THAT REPORT, AND Wi CAN‘T REALLY PIn 00ww THe AnlTh=
MET1C. BUI FIRST, AS YOU KNO#, StCieTarY LAIRD HAS deew OUJT
THERE TALKINS WITH GVN AUTHORITIo3. AS YOU ALSO AnNQw ==

AND THIS SHOULD BE ‘NO SURPRISE TO ANY OF YOU == we J0 PROVIDe
MILITARY ASSISTANCE TO CASS0DIA. . :

PAGE ‘4 =- STATE

THIRDLY, THE ARVN OPERATIONS IN CAws0DIA DO COST mOseY,
AND UNDER THE NIXON DOCTRINE WE HAVE 3AID THAT we Ane
= 1 =



PREPARED TO BE OF ASSISTANCEL IN THIb‘RidﬂﬁD == THAT Is,
FINANCIALLY == TO ASSIST ASIAN TO HELP ASIANS. NOW <=

Q S0 AT LEAST IN PART, wi WwILL ZANKROLL THIS OPesATION ==

A ~OW, LET ME JUST ADD FINALLY, THAT I LeAVE IT

TO SECRETARY LAIRD TO DESCRIbE &ANY OF TH& OeTAILS OF THaSe
GILITARY ASSISTANCE DISCUSSIONS HE HAD, FOX YOU wHESN He delo
BACK. BUT AS I SAY, THeRE IS REALLY WOTHING HEre THAT
SURPRISES ANYOMNE. :

Q IS THERE A FIGURE ON HOw ¥UCH #L HAVE

ALREADY GIVEN THE# FOR THIS5 == [ MEAN, oEFOre LAIRD

WENT OUT THERE? IS THEKE A FIGUHE OF HOw MUCH we HaVe alVied
ARVN FOR THEIR HELP?

PAGE 5 ~< STATE

A OH, I°M SURE THERE ARE THOSZ FIGURES AVAILADLe.
I JUST DON’T HAVE THE#® AT 8Y FINGERTIPS.

& JOHN, TO UNDLRSTA%D WHAT YOU SAID. A XINUTE A30 == I 3ATHEw
THAT NHAT YOURE SAYIN3 IS THAT THERZ weRe D1SCUSSIONS wHeEw
LAIRD WAS IN SAIGON, RELATIVE TQ AJ2ITIONAL ANERICAN AID

FOR THIS PARTICULAR OPERATION. ,

IS THAT CORRECT?

A NO, I SAID THAT IT wOULD WNOI SURPRISE ve

THAT THEY WOULD DISCUSS THZ GeENedAAL SUSJeCl OF @ILITanY
ASSISTANCE TO SOUTH VIETNA4. THIS IS AN ON-GOING THING
AND IT HAS BEEN GOINS ON FOk YEARSo.

BUT I LEAVE TO SECRETARY LAIRD THE DETAILS OF THIS
DISCUSSION. 1 A, OBVIOUSLY, IN NO POSITION TO S0 INTO
THAT, AT ALL. o .

PAGE 6 =~ STATE o

Q BUT YOU SAID THAT YOU CAN°T PIN DOwN THE

ARITHMET IC OF IT. BUT CAN YOU DENY THAT THE QUESTIOw

OF ADDITIONAL #ILITARY AND ECONOMIC AID FOR SOUTH VIETNAmest
OPERAT IONS IN CAWBODIA WAS DISCUSSED oY LAIRD LAST woek IN
SA I1GON? "

A NO, I CAN°T DENY IT AND I cAu‘r'coﬂilﬂm IT.

THE SECRETARY WILL BE BACK IN A Fuw DAYS. I THISK THE PeR30N ==
KE 1S THE PERSON TO wHO¥ YOU SHOULD DIReCT THESe QUESTIONS,

Q& WELL, LET ME ASK IT IN ANOTHER wAY;

HAVE YOU ANY REASON TO oSELIEVe THAT, fH; SUsJuCT wAS NOT
DISCUSSED?

& NOo.

@ JOHN, 3ACK ON THE B=523, 1 TAKL IT YOU .
ARE CONFIRMIVG THAT THESE thu, IN FACI, dsed I THAT
CURRENT OPERATION.

PAGE 7 == STATE

A NO, I A% NOT. THE DEFENSE DEPARTmENT
ISSUED A STATEMENT ==

"'s\

« A A%



&  PArJON?

A DEFENSE DEPARTUENT ISSUED A STATLUENT,
AND IN THE COURSE, I GATHER, OF ANSweRINS QUasTIONS
THE SPOKESMAN THERE CONFIRQLD THAT we HAVE USED o=52s.

BUT I°M NOT TALKING ASOUT THIS OPZRATION.’
WE WERE TALKIN3 ABOUT THE GENERIC TERS "INTERDICIIONG™
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I AM NOT GOIN3 TO SET INTO Alr OPERAIIONa IN DETAIL A3 IO
WHAT °S GOING ON ON ROUTE 4, NOw.Or AT ANY OTHER Tlde.
THAT"S FOR MACV TO HANDLE.

@ COULD YOU SAY THAT THESE STRIKES WeR:t reQUeSTed 8Y THe
CAYBOD IANS?

Ao WELL YOU SEE, THIS IS THE PROSLEN. I°M NOT GOIng TO
GET INTO THE DETAILS OF CURRENT AIR OPunrRATIOnNS.

Q I THOUGHT 1 HAD ASKED THE QUESTION THAI wAS3
RELAT ING TO THIS PARTICULAR STORY TOJAY AsSOUT 8-525 IN ACTIOw
SOUT HWEST OF PHNOM PEAHo

A: THAT'S RISHT.

Qo AND YOUR ANSWER wAS IN RESPONSE TO THAT QuUesTIOw ==

A. WAS IN TERMS OF THe POLICY. .

Q. YES. _

Ao % BELIEVE YOU ASKED &E wHAT IS "INTERDICTION"?

Q. ES.

A. AND DOES IT COVER B=52 QPEHATIONS. ANJ TH& DeFENSE
DEPARTM%VT SAID, “YES, THERE HAViE OEEN 0=52 OPERATIONS,” ==

QO E So

PAGE 9 STATE BRILFING

A. == QVER CAMOSODIA =~ BUT NOT RLLATIN@ IT TO THIS
PART ICULAR OPERAT ION.

Q< WELL, BY YOUR POLICY DAFINITION, JOHN, DOES CLOSe=ln AIR
SUPPORT BY fHE UNITED STATES, OF CA4BO0OIAN, OR 50JTH VIEI vAseSE
UNITS IN CAMBODIA == FALL UNDER THIS POLICY?

THAT 'S PART OF THE DROPPING QF ORDNANCE?

A. WE COULD SPEND THE AFTERNOON DISCUSSING SE4ANTICS
OF THIS MILITARY TERMINOLOGY. 1°# JUST nNOT 30ING TO 00 IT.

Q. JOHN, YOU HAVE RZAD US A DEFINITION FROM wedaTer
WHICH GIVES THE WAY OF POLICY, THAT YOU KAVE neAd IN Hede, wHICH
SEEMS TO SAY THAT WE ARE BOUMBING NOT ONLY THe NORTHKH®'S TROOPS
FROM GETTING INTO SOUTH VIET=NA# == BUT ALSO, wE NOw ﬂnuAnD
ALL OF CAMBODIA AS OPEN TERRITORY FOR oOndINd, WHETHAer IT°S
RELATED TO INFILTRATION INTO SOUTH VI&T-=NAd, OR NOTN

A. LET ME REFER YOU TO wHAT THE PReESIDENT S5AfD, IT°S On
THE PUBLIC RECORD, ON THIS SATTER ON JUNE 3OTH OF LAST YeAr.

Qo ARE YOU 30IN3 TO READ THAT? _

Ao NO. .

PAGE 10 =~ STATE BRIEFING

€. OH., WELL, IN TER#S OF POLICY. 15 EVeRY SOUTH
VIET NAMESE OPERATION IN CAS0DIA, NZGOTIAoLE wITH THa UNITZD
STATES? ARE THERE NO LON3 KRANGE CONTINGENCIES TO JeAL «ITH ThIS?
OR DO VE HAVL TO COSE UP ON A CASE-BY-CASE 0AS15?

A. THAT®S REALLY A MILITARY QUESTIONe I JUST Ad wOT
PREPARED TO ANSVWER ITo.

Q. WELL, IN TERMS OF ALLOCALING AID FOr A FISCAL YEAR, FORX
EXAMPLE, ISN‘T THAT TAKEN INTO CONSIDERATION? OK ARE
THERE OPENIN3S LEFT SO THAT EVERY TIdz YOU ENTER AN OParATIOw,
YOU REOPEN THE CO“TRACT?

Ao WELL, I JUST DON’T KNOW THAT #UCH. A30UT IT, QICK.

@ IN TERMS OF PARIS, THIS #ORNING, I UNJLHDTAND THaT
A¥BASSADOR BRUCE BAVE A LIST OF AdzRICAN PRISONeRrS QF wAx
TO THE OTHER SIDE =< OR WEN wHO# wi SeLIEVE TO oo PRISOdNens

sz et oo

o4




OF wWAR?
A. YES, HE DID-

Q. ARE YOU GOING TO MAKLe THAT LIST PUﬂLIC, OR AVAILAoLe HERE?

A. NO, WE HAVE AVOIDED THE PRACTICL 0F OUrRSzLVES WAKINa
THAT LIST PUBLIC. :

. PAGE 11 == STATE BRIEFING
- IN THE FIRST PLACE, THE PRINCIPAL CUSTODIAN I3 THe
. DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE. IT DOES INVOLVE THelr #cN.
THERE ARE OBVIOUS PROBLE#S WITK NEXT=OF-KIN AND ON THAI
- BASIS, WE HAVE DECIDED THAT IT «OULD 3E &0ST PRUDENT NOT TO
* ISSUE THE#.
YOU ARE AVARE, OF COURSE, THAT.THEY HAVE BEEN PUSLISHED Hews
AND THERE, FROX PRIVATE SOURCES. ‘
Q. BUT NOT THE OFFICIAL =-
A. THE OFFICIAL LIST, NO.
Q =~ OR WHAT THE UoS. LIST HAS BEEN, OF CONSIDERLD =~
Ac  NOe
Qo JOHN, IN DECEMBER 1969 THE U.S, PUT OUT A LIST OF
;04?55233 SOMETHING LIKE THIS == AND THEN I JUNe IT WAS UPDATED
A YOU DON°T OFTEN LEARN WHEN YOU'RE TALKING.
BUT I°VE JUST LEARNED SOMETHING.
Q. IS THAT THE LIST THAT WAS HANDED TO THE NOKTH
VIET NAMESE?
Ao 1 DONT KNOWs I°% NOT AWARE OF THISsoee
Q- JOHN, WHAT EDITION OF wedSTER®S DID YOU READ?
A. THIRD =- THIRD INTERNATIONAL. WNeEW INTERNATIONAL.®
DOES ANYBODY WANT TO TRY FUNK & wA3NALS?
(LAUGHTER.) (END EXCERPTS) ITEd _

I=14-71 GD/APA/640




EPF 2&
WHITE HOUSE PRESS BRIEFING (EXCERPTS) (1,358)

WASHINGTON -- FOLLOWING ARE EXCERPTS FROM THE RESS PRIEFING
BRY WHITE HOUSE PRESS SECRETARY RONALD ZIEGLER JANUARY 181

(BEGIN EXCERPTS)
@ DO YOU HAVE ANYTHING ON THE LAIRD REPORT?

MR, ZIEGLERs THE PRESIDENT, AS JERRY MENTIONED, MET

THIS MORNING WITH SECRETARY LAIRD, SECRETARY ROGERS, ADMIRAL
MOORER, DR. KISSINGER AND DIRECTOR OF THE CIA MELMS, AND THFE
PURPOSE OF THAT MEETING WAS TO ALLOW SECRETARY LAIRD TO GIVE

A REPORT ON HIS RECENT TRIP TO THAILAND, AND TO SOUTH VIETNAM,
ALS0 ON THE WAY HE STOPPED THROUGH PARIS TO HAVE DISCUSSIONS
WITH OUR U.S. DELEGATION THERE,

I HAVE NO REPORT TO GIVE YOU OUT OF THAT MEETING,

IT WAS, HOWEVER, STILL GOING ON WHEN THF TIMF CAMFE FOR THE
PRESIDENT TO MEET WITH THE LFEADERS OF THFE CONSTRUCTION
INDUSTRY,

AND THAT IS ONE OF THE REASONS WHY SECRETARY LAIRD WAS

THERE. THE PRESIDENT ASKED FI¥ TO COME WITH HIM INTO THME
MEETING WITH THE CONSTRUCTION LEADERS FOR A TIME AND THEN THEY
RETURNED TO THAT MEETING.

SECRETARY LAIRD WAS ASKED PY THE PRESIDENT TO JUST

GIVE A FEW BRIEF REMARXS., THE PRESIDENT RECALLED THAT HFE

HAD MET WITH MANY OF THOSFE WHO WERE IN THE ROOM ON A PREVIOUS
OCCASION AND THAT WAS TO DISCUSS HIS DECISIOM TO GO IN FOR A
PERIOD INTO THE CAMBODIAN SANCTUARIES AND HAD MET WITH THIS
GROUP TO TALX ABOUT THAT DECISION, AND MOST OF THOSE IN THE ROOM
HAD SUPPORTED THAT DECISION,




PRESIDENT NIXON ASKED SECR

ETARY LAIRD TO RELATE TO THEM A STORY
HZ HAD RELATED TO THFE OTHE

R GROUP EARLIER,

PAGE 2 ~=- WHITE HOUSE

AND HE SAID THAT WITHOUT QUESTION HE HAD DETERKN
RECENT VISIT THAT THE SOUTH VIETNAM
GAINED A GREAT DFAL OF CONFIDENCE, THAT THEY ARE RAPIDLY
TO A POSITION WHERE THEY CAN EFFECT
IN THE AREA, AND HE FELT THAT THEY HAD AINED A GRFAT

DEAL OF THIS CONFIDENCE FROM THE ACTION THFY WERE ENGAGED IN
DURING THE CAMBODIAN SANCTUARY OPRERATION.

AND HE RECALLED THAT THIS YEAR ME HEARD A BRIEFING

WHERE ONE OF THE LEADERS OF THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE FORCES POINTED
OUT THAT “WE CAN DO THE JOR ND WE CAN DO IT WELL BY OURSELVES,"
WHERE THIS WAS SOMETHAT A DIFFERENT SITUATION THAN HE

OBSERVED TWO YEARS AGO,

INED ON HIS

ESE FORCES HAVE

MOVING
IVELY DEAL VWITH THE SITUATION

SO I THINK THE THRUST OF WH
THE CONSTRUCTION LEADERS W
THAT THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE F
CONTINUE TO GAIN CONFIDENCE

AT THE SECRETARY VERY BRIEFLY TOLD
AS THAT HIS ASSESSMENT WAS

ORCES CONTINUE TO IMPROVE, THAT THEY
AND THAT VIETMAMIZATION IS

PROCEEDING WELL AND CAN CONTINUE,
O  WHAT DID THAT HAVE TO DO WITH THE PRORLEM OF THE
CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY?

MR, ZIEGLER: NOTHING AT ALL, EXCEPT THAT AT THE END

OF THE MEETING THE PRESIDENT HAD STOOD UP AND WAS ABOUT

READY TO LEAVE AND SECRETARY LAIRD WAS THERE AND THE PRESIDENT,
AS AN AFTERTHOUGHT, SAID, "WE ARE RETURMING TO THIS MEETING,"
AND JUST FELT IT WOULD BE OF INTEREST TO THIS GROUP TO HEAR

A BRIEF REMARK FROM SECRETARY LAIRD,

IT TOOK ABOUT A MINUTE AND A HALF.,

@ DID HE SAY ANYTHING BOUT A NEW POLICY IN CAMRODIA?

PAGE 3 =« WHITE HOUSE

MR. ZIEGLERg NO,

Q@ RON, IS THIS MEETING STILL GOING ON?

MR. ZIEGLER:t IT MAY HAVE BROKEN UP NOW.

@ WAS SECRETARY ROGERS AT THAT MEETING, TOO?

MR. ZIEGLER: YES.

@ DID SECRETARY LAIRD DISCUSS THE CURRENT MILITARY
SITUATION IN CAMBODIA IN HIS REPORT TO THE PRESIDENT?

MRe ZIEGLER: THEY ARE TALKING ABOUT THE ENTIRE SITUATION
IN SCUTHEAST ASIA.

Q THE PRESIDENT, OR YOU RELAYED WORD FROM THE

PRESIDENT OUT IN SAN CLEMENTE, THAT SFCRETARY LAIRD®S FACT-
FINDING TOUR OVER THERE WAS GOING TO BRE ONE OF THE

BASES FOR DECISIONS ON TROOP LEVELS AFTER THE CURRENT PHASE
1S ENDED, WHICH 1S A LONGER=RANGE PROBLEM,

MY QUESTION IS DID THEY ALSO DISCUSS THF CURREMNT MILITARY
SITUATION IN CAMRODIA AS IT 1S Nny?




MR, ZIEGLER: FIRST OF ALL, YOU ARF RIGHT AND THE
SECRETARY®S REFORT WILL HAVE A BEARING ON THE PRESIDENT’S
DECISIONS AS TO FUTURE LEVELS OF TROOP WITHDRAWALS,

1 SAID IN CALIFORNIA THAT SOMETIME IN APRIL THE
PRESIDENT WOULD MAKE A FURTHER ANNOUNCEMENT ON U.S. TROOP
WITHDRAWALS.

THEY TALKED ABOUT THIS MORNING, AND ARE TALKING
ABOUT, THE SECRETARY'S ASSESSMENT OF THE CURRENT SITUATION,
BOTH IN SOUTH VIETNAM AND IN THE WHOLF AREA,
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Q RON, THE PENTAGON NOW SAYS THAT u.S, HEL ICOPTERS ARE REING
USED TO FERRY PEOPLE FROM ONE POINT TO ANOTHER IN CAMSODIA
IN CONNECTION WITH THE MILITARY OPERATIONS GOING ON OVER TMERE.

IS THIS IN COMPLIANCE WITM THE PRESIDENT®S POLICY ON
CAMBODIA AS HE OUTLINED IT LAST JUNE?

MR. ZIEGLER: WE HAVE SAID, AND I WILL REPEAT TODAY, THAT THERE
WILL BE NO U.S. GROUND FORCES, NOR WILL THMERE BF U.S.

ADVISORY PERSONNEL INVOLVED 1IN CAMBODIA, BUT ALL ALONG WE HAVE
BEEN SAYING, THE PRESIDENT SAID IT, SECRETARY LAIRD HAS sSA1D
1T, THE SECRETARY OF STATE HAS SAID IT, GOVERNMENT SPOKFS-

MEN HAVE SAID THAT THERE WILL BE LOGISTICAL AIR SUPPORT
PROVIDED,

THIS HAS BEEN GOING ON AND WILL CONTINUE TO GO ON SO THAT THE
OTHER SIDE WILL BE PREVENTED FROM REESTARL ISHING SANCTUARY AREAS,

€ ARE HELICOPTERS BEING DEFINED HERE AS LOGISTICAL
AIR SUPPORT?

MR, ZIEGLER3: WE HAVE ISSUED TODAY, WHICH YOU MAY NOT BE
AWARE OF BECAUSE YOU WAVE BEEN OVER HERE, A STATEMENT BY THE
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE AND MACV HAS BEEN ADDRESSING TMEMSELVES
ON THIS,

SO I WOULD REFER YOU TO WHAT THEY HAVE SAID. WE HAVE
NEVER SEPARATED OUT THE TYPE OF AIRCRAFT WHICH WE HAVE
REFERRED TO THERE, DEFENSE SPOKE TO THIS THIS MORNING,

@ RON, YOU TOLD US AT A RRIEFING OUT IN SAN CLEMENTE

SEVERAL MONTHS AGO WHEN WE WERE TRYING TO GET AMPLIFICATION

ON THE U,S, POLICY FOR AIR ACTIVITY IN CAMBODIA THAT THERE WOULD
BE STRATEGIC BOMBING BUT NO SUPPORT OF GROUND OPERATIONS,

CLOSE SUPPORT FOR GROUND OPERATIONS,
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AND NOW WE GET REPORTS FROM CAMBODIA THAT SAY THAT
HELICOPTER GUNWSHIPS ARFE. IN THERE AND SUPPORTING GROUND
OPERATIONS ALONG HIGHWAY FOUR,

IS IT TRUE THAT YOU WERE INCORRECT BEFORFE WHEN YOU
AMPLIFIED THE POLICY, OR HAS IT CHANGED?

MR, ZIEGLER? WE ARFE PROCEEDING AS WE HAVE IN THE PAST.

OFTEN TIMES STATEMENTS CAN BE REFERRED TO THAT WERE MADE IN

OME CONTEXT AND PUT INTO A DIFFERENT CONTEXT. BUT WE NEVFER AT
ANY TIME DEFINED THE YARIOUS TYPE AIRCRAFT THAT WERE USED.

e I AM NOT ASYING ABOUT TYPE AIRCRAFT.




MR, ZIEGLER: THIS IS WHY I WOULD SUGGEST THAT YOU REFER

TO THE STATEMENTS WHICH MACV HAS MADE AND WHICH THE DEFENSE
DEPARTMENT HAS MADE. WHAT I CAN TELL YOU IS WHAT THE POLICY
IS AS STATED BY THE PRESIDENT, AND I GAVE THAT TO YOU EARLIER
IN THE BRIEFING AS IT RELATES TO THE USE OF U.S., GROUND FORCES,

@ DO YOU NOT RECALL SAYING ¥WE WOULD NOT GIVE SUPPORT
TO CAMBODIAN TROOPS IN CAMBODIA, AIR SUPPORT?

MR, ZIEGLER: I WOULD HAVE TO GO RACX AND REVIEW

THE BRIEFING, WE DID HAVE A DISCUSSION RFGARDING THE USE OF AIR
ACTIVITY THERE AT THAT TIME, WE ALSO, HOWEVER,

HAVE TODAY TOLD YOU WHAT WE ARE DOING AND THAT I THINK IS

WHAT WE SHOULD FOCUS OUR ATTENTION ON, IS TO WHAT WE ARE DOING,

@ RON, IS THE U.S, POLICY NOW TO FURNISH AIR SUPPORT
FOR COMBAT OPERATIONS RY CAMBODIAN AND SOUTH VIETNAMESF
TROOPS IN CAMBODIA.

MR, ZIEGLER: THE DEFENSE DEPARTMENT TODAY HAS STATED OUR
POL%CY I¥ REGARD TO AIR ACTIVITY AND I WILL REFER YOU TO THAT
STATEMENT,

@ RON, S IT LIKELY THAT BEFORE HE ANNOUNCES HIS DECISION
ON FURTHER TROOP WITHDRAWALS IN MID-APRIL THE PRESIDENT
VILL MEET WITH PRESIDENT THIEU?

SPAGE 6 ~- WHITE HOUSE

MR. ZIEGLERs IS IT LIKELY HE WILL? WE ARE IN, OF

COURSE, CONSTANT CONTACT WITH THE GOVERNMENT OF SOUTH
VIETNAM. THOSE CONSULTATIONS WILL CONTINUE AS MEY HAVE N
THE PAST. THERE IS NO LAN FOR PRESIDENT NIXON TO MEET
DIRECTLY WITH PRESIDENT THIEU PEFORE APRIL, NO, THERE IS NO
PLAN FOR PRESIDENT NIXON TO MEET DIRECTLY WITH PRESIDENT
THIEU.

R RON, TWO SUMMERS GO WHEN THEY LAST MET, BOTH PRESIDENIS
AGREED TO MEET REGULARLY, I AM WONDERING WHAT
HAPPENED TO THAT AGREEMENT?

MR, ZIEGLER: WELL, THEY HAVEN’T MET SINCE THAT
TIME, AS YOU KNOW, BUT THEY ARE IN CONSTANT CONTACT
AND THERE IS NO PLAN FOR A MEETING BETWEEN THE TWO PRESIDENTS,

! IS THERE ANY TRAVEL TO ASIA BEING CONTEMPLATED?

MR, ZIEGLER: NO, THEE IS NO PLAN FOR TRAVEL ANYWHERE BEING
CONTEMPLATED,

I SHOULD HAVE BEEN QUICX ENOUGH TO STATE THIS MYSELF,

BUT THE TRIP TO SOUTH VIETNAM, AS YOU RECALL, FOLLOWED THE MIDWAY
MEETING WHICH WAS THE ONFE THINK YOU REFERRFD TO

(END EXCERPTS) ITEM
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(BTSN ZXCERPTS?

g COULD YOU CONFIRM FOR US REPORTS THAT AMERYCAMN HEL ICOPTER
GUMSHIPS HAVE BEEN IN ACTION OVER LAOS?

MR, MCCLOSKEYs OH, YES, I THIN® THERE IS NO QUESTIONW ABOUY THAT,
THAT WITHIN THE SCOPE OF U.S. POLICY OF AIR OPERATIONS OVER
L4535 THIS WOULD INCLUDE THE USE OF HFLICOPTRRS.

1\ COULD YOU TELL US WHETMER THE USK OF HELICOPTER GUNSHIPS
TC SUPPORT SOUTH VIETNAMESE AND CAMBCUDIAN FORCES FITS WITHIN
THL ASSURANCES THAT SECRETARY ROGERS SAVE THE SENATE
FOREIGN RELATIONS COMMITTEE?

A  WELL; WITHOUT CONFIRMING THOSE REPORTS, SINCE I DON'T HAVE
INFORMATION ON THEM, LET ME JUST SAY THAT WITH RESPECT TO UNITED
STATES AIR POLICY IN CAMBODIA, THAT THE BROAD OUTLINES OF THAT
WERE PUT FORWARD BY THE PRESIDEWNT IN HIS STATEMENT OF JUNE 3¢
LAST YEARy; AND WITHIN THAT FRAMEWORX, THE DEFENSE DEPARTMENT O
REPEATED OCCASIONS HAS DESCRIBED THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THaT
POLICY AS IT INVOLVES THE USE OF VARIOUS UsS. AIRCRAFT,

I HAVE NOTHING TO ADD TO EITHER OF THOSE SERIES
OF STATEMENTS AND I HAVE NO REASON TG BELIEVE THAT THERE MAS BEER
ANY ABRIDGMENT OF THE POLICY.

2 BOB, HAS OUR ATTITUDE TOWARDS TKE SURVIVAL OF THE
LON HOL GOVERNMENT IN ANY WAY CHANGED SINCE PUBLIC STATEMENTS
WERE MADE BY THE SECRETARY?

A NO,

e BOB, HAVE OUR AIR AND HELICOPTER CGPERATIONS IN CAMBODIA
REQUIRED AT ANY TIME THE PRESENCE OF THE GROUND, HOWEVER
TEMPORARY, OF U.So. MILITARY PFRSONNEL?
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A WE DO MNOT HAVE GROUND COMBAT FORCES IN CAMBODIA AND WE DO

NOT HAVE URITED STATES MILITARY ADVISORS WITH CAMBODIAN UNITS.
NOW, THAT IS THE POLICY AND I HAVE NO REASON TO BELIEVE THAT THay
HAS BEEN ABRIDGED.

& HOW ABOUT WHAT IS DESCRIBED IN LIAISON PERSONNFL, BOB?
A I KNOW HNOTHING ABQUT SUCH REPORTS,

Q@ REFUELLING OF HELICOPTERS?

A REFUELLING OF HELICOPTERS? (SHAKES HEAD NEGATIVELY.)
q

How MANY MILITARY ATTACHES ARE NCW ATTACHED TO OUR EMBASSY
IN CAMBODIA?

A THE UsS., MISSION IN CAMBODIA IS5 COMPRISED OF A TCTAL OF 39
PERMANENTLY ASSIGNED CIVILIAN OFFICERS; 34 MILITARY. THIRE ARE
ADDITYONALLY == WERE ADDITIONALLY == AS OF JANUARY 1, TWO TEMPORaRY
UTY ADDITIONAL CIVILIAN PERSONREL AHD 2¢ ADDITIOHNAL TEMFORARY
pUTY WILITARY PERSONHEL.

G WMEY FS OTHE MIHLT s ZORAY.




p S0, 39, FLUS 34, PLUS 2, PLUS 27 == THE
LATTER 22 BEING ON TEMPORARY DUTY.

8 WHAT IS THE FUNCTION OF THE MILITARY PERSONNEL?

I ASSUME THAT THE ADVISORS ARE RELATIVELY SMALL == I“M SORRY,
THE ATTACHES ARE RELATIVELY SMALL IN NUMBER,

A THERE ARE 16 UNDER THE HEAING OF MILITARY ATTACMED

TO THE POLITICAL/MILITARY SECTION OF THE EMBASSY. THERE ARE SIX
MARINE SECURITY GUARDS, PLUS FOUR MARINFE SECURITY GUARDS

ON TEMPORARY DUTYs AND THERE ARE i2 MILITARY ASSIGNED TO

THE DEFENSE ATTACHE®S OFFICE, PLUS TEN ON TEMPORARY DUTY,

§ EXCUSE ME, WHAT WAS THAT CATEGORY, 12 WHAT?

A  HBILITARY ASSIGNED TO THE DEFENSE ATTACHE®S OFFICE, PLUS TEN
THERE ON TEMPORARY DUTY.

¢ BOB, JUST REPEAT THIS A SECOND, WE HAVE 339, 34, 2 AND 20
WITH THE TEMPORARIES, IS THAT RIGHT?

A YES,

PAGE 3 <« STATE

@ AND DO ANY OF THESE PEOPLE LEAVE PHNOM PENH TO OBSERVE OR
IN ANY WAY PARTICIPATE IN CAMRODIAN AND SOUTH VIETNAMESE
OPERATIONS?

A TO MY XNOWLEDGE THEY DO NOT, AND THAT IS THE WAY IT
IS AUTKORIZED,

@ WELL, THEY ARE NOT TO LEAVE PHNOM PENH OR GO ALONG WITH
ANY OTHER UNITS?

A  THAT 1S RIGHT.

@ BOB, THIS IS A SIZABLE INCREASE OVER TME FIGURES

AT THE TIME THE SECRETARY WAS TESTIFYING ON THE HILL WHER THE
FIGURES WERE IN THE 68°S. IS THIS AS A RESULT OF THE CURRENT
OPERATION IN CAMBODIA OR AS A RESULT OF THE MILITARY AND AID
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM.

A TME OVER=ALL FIGURE WAS SOME 75, ND THAT WAS PUT FORWARD

HERE AT A BRIEFING IN DECEMBER, AND WE NOW HAVE 85, 22 OF

WHOM ARE THERE ON TEMPORARY DUTY, MNOW, SO FAR AS THE MILITARY =-
THE INCREASE IN THE NUMBER OF MILITARY PERSOMNEL WHC ARE ATTACMED
FITHER TO THE POLITICAL/MILITARY SECTIGH OR THE DEFENSE ATTACHE®S
OFFICE, THAT IS THE RESULT OF THE INCREASED MAP FOR CAMBODIA.

1 BFLIEVE THAT THE DEFENSE SECRETARY IN TESTIFYING SAID IT WOULD
BE REQUIRED THAT WHAT THEY CALL A MEDT, MILITARY EQUIPMENT
DELIVERY TEAMS, WOULD BE REQUIRED TO HANDLE THE INCREASE IN THE
SIZECF THE U.S. MAPe

@ DO YOU ALSO HAVE THE FIGURES OF THE NUMBERS OF PERSONWNEL
ATTACHED TO MACYV IN SAIGON WHO ARE THE BACKUP PEOPLE FOR THE
CAMBODIAN MILITARY AID PROGRAM?

A 1 DO NOT, I HAVE NEVER SEEN THAT FIGURE,
Q@ WHAT DOES "TEMPORARY DUTY" LITERALLY MEAN?




" A 'WELL, HAVIWNG BEEN ON IT, IT CAN BE ANYTHING THAT RUNS FRoM

A WEEK TO SIX MONTHS, AND IT WILL DEPEND oN THE NEEDS OF THE
PCSTi ADDITIONAL MARINES SECURITY GUARDS, FOR ONE, WOW.D B
KEQUIRED IF THE SECURITY SITUATION POSSIBLE AFFECTING AMERICAN
FERSGNNEL Is SERIUS, THE samp KIND OF THING yvou HAVE WHEN THE WRIT
HOUSE DIRECTED THAT THESE EXECUTIVE PROTECTIVE SERVICE PEQFL®
80 TO NEW YORK, PEOPLE HO G0 IN TO INSTALL COMMUNICATIONS
FACILITIES FOR THE EMBASSY, VHEN, AS MURREY AWD I YERE ALKING,
THERE 1S aN INCREASE IN THE SIZE OF AN AMERICAN MAP PROGRAM,
WHEN DELIVERIES ARE HEAVIEST,

C BOB, IN TERMS OF THE AIR POLICY, IS IT THE VIEW OF THE
ADMINISTRATION THAT THERE WAS ANY ENEMY ACTUALLY IN CAMBODIA
THAT IS NoT RELATED TO VIETNAM?

Q& BOB, YOu SAID THE 75 FIGURE 1IN DECEMBER, OVERALL, WHAT was

ggg ?#%ITARY PROPORTION OF THAT 75? HOW LARGE IS THE MILITARY
L}

A T THINK WHAT 1 GAVE HERE WOULD BE, OH, PLUS |2 PERMANENT,
PLUS 2/ TEMPORARY,

Q BOB, WOULD THE STATE DEPARTMENT HAVE EEEN CONSILTED oN
THE INTRODUCTION OF THE ARMY HEL ICOPTERS AND LOGISTIC SUPPORT
UNITS, AS THEY ARE CALLED, USED IN CAMBODIA?

A WELL, WE°D BE CONSULTED CERTAINLY, YES, ON aLlL OPERATIONS
IN CAMBODIA, BUT I AM NOT IN A POSITION TO CONFIRM THAT

UaSo HELICOPTERS HAVE BEEN USED LOGISTICALLY IN SUPPORT

OF THE VIETNEMESE OPERATIONS THERE,

@  BUT IF THEY WERE, YOU WOULD BE CONSUL TED?
A OM, YES,

Q@ BOBy, DO YOU HAVE INFORMATION ON WHAT WAS REPORTED TO RE
A SOUTH VIETNAMESE RAID ON A PCW CAMP IN CAMBODIA,.

A I HAVE NO COMMENT ON IT,

& BOB, DOES THE STATE DEPARTMENT FEEL THAT THE FALL
0F THE EON NOL GOVERNMENT WOULD HAVE AN ADVERSE EFFECT ON THE
SAFETY OF AMERICANS IN SOUTH VIETNAM?

A WHAT KIND OF A TORTURED QUESTION IS THAT =~ THE FALL OF THE
LON NOL GOVERNMENT AN ADVERSE EFFECT ON WHAT?

Q@ ON THE SAFETY OF AMERICANS IN SOUTH VIETHNAM.
A I WOULDN®T DISCUSS THAT QUESTION,

BOB, WOULD YOU EXPLAIN HOW THE USE OF HELICOPTERS WITHIN
?HE AIR,POLICY TOWARDS LAOS INCLUDES OPERATIONS AGAINST THE S0-
CALLED NORTHERN FRONT THERE AS WELL AAS ALONG THE HO CHI MINM

TRAIL?
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A THE DEFENSE DEPARTMENT TODAY OUTLINED A CRITERIA ON U.S.
AIR POLICY AND SPECIFIED DIFFERENT KINDS OF AIRCRAFT. I WOULD

LEAVE IT AT THAT.
R BDB, WOULD YOU SAY WHRTHER THE INCREASED ACTIVITIZG Yy




AMERICAR AIRCRAFT NOW DEFINED BY THE ADMINISTRATION AS BE ING
WITHIA THE LIMITS OF POLICY, HAVE NOW REACHED THE LIMITS OF
ACTION WHICH THE POLICY PRESENTS?

A 1 AM JUST NOT GOING TO RIDE THAT TIGER, JOHN,

Q 1S THERE ANYTHING IN THE GROUND RULES, AS YOU UNDERSTAND THEM,
WHICH FORECLOSES REFUELLING HELICOPTERS OR FIXED=WING AIRCRAFT,
OR ANY OTHER KIND OF AIRCRAFT IN CAMBODIA?

A THAT IS A LITTLE TOO EXOTIC FOR ME, MURREY,
1°M SORRY, I DON'T KNOW.

Q WELL, WHAT I AM TRYING TO DETERMINE HERE 1S IF HE STATE DEPART-
MENT 1S WORKING ON A FLAT DISTINCTION THAT AS LONG AS PERSONNEL

ARE IN THE AIR, THEEY ARE NOT == IS THAT

WHERE THE DIVIDING LINE IS, TO YOUR UNDERSTANDING, AS LONG AS

THEY STAY IN THE AIR?

A WELL, I DON'T KNOW THAT THEE IS ANYTHING THAT WOULD
PRECLUDE A MAN, IF A HELICOPTER HAD TO LAND3VPMPWND STEP
BACK ON. COMMON SENSE, WERE, I THINK, HAS TO APPLY.

@ WOULD ANYTHING PRECLUDE SETTING UP AN AMERICAN AIRBASE IN
C%;BODIA. IF THERE WERE NO GROUND COMBAT TROOPS ASSOCIATED WITH
1

A WELL, THERE ARE NO AMERICAN AIRBASES THERE NOW, AND I KNOW
OF N0 PLANS TO ESTABLISH ANY IN ANY CONKECTION.

@ BOB, UNDER THE LIMITS OF POLICY, AS YOU UNDERSTAND 1T,
WOULD IT BE PERMISSIBLE TO USE AMERICAN HELICOPTERS TO FERRY
SOUTH VIETNAMESE AND/OR CAMBODIAN TROOPS INTO THE BATTLE AREAS?

A I WILL TAKE THAT QUESTION, I AM MOT CERTAIN OF THE ANSWER.
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Q@ BOB, BY DEFINITION, COULD THERE BE ANY OPERATIONS ON THE
GROUND THAT WOULD NOT FALL UNDER THE ADMINISTRATIONS DEFINITION
OF GROUND COMBAT OR ADVISORY PERSONNEL?

A ARE THERE ANY OPERATIONS ON THE GROUND?

@  COULD THERE BE ANY OPEATIONS ON THE GROUND THAT WOULD
HOT FALL UNDER THESE TwO DEFINITIONS? I AM NOT EFERRING TO EOPLE
ASSOCIATED WITH THE EMBASSY OR ATTACHES, BUT ANYWHERE ELSE
IN CAMBODIA, THAT WOULD FALL OUTSIDE OF THESE DEFINITIONS?

A I DON°T KNOW, AM I THE ONLY ONE WHO DOESN°T UNDERSTAND
THE QUESTION?

9 NO, WE HAVE USED FAIRLY PRECISE DEFINITIONS WHAT ARE

GROUND COMBAT TROOPS, WHAT ARE ADVISORS., ARE THERE ANY GROUND
OPERATIONS THAT COULD OCCUR BY U.S. FORCES IN CAMBODIA THAT WOULD
NOT FALL UNDER THESE DEFINITIONS?

A HOT THAT I KNOW OF., (END EXCERPTS) ITEM
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(BEGIN EXCERPTS)

Q@ BOB, ARE THERE ANY DEVELOPMENTS AT THE MEETING IN WARSAW
BETWEEN THE AMERICAN AND CHUNESE REPRESENTATIVES?

MR. MCCLOSKEY: NO, NO DEVELOPMENTS THAT I XNOW OF ..o

© BOB, UNDER THE NIXON DOCTRINE, THE POINT ONE ON THAT,

THE UNITED STATES WILL CONTINUE TO FULFILL ITS TREATY COMMIT~
MENTS, THERE HAS ALSO BEEN VERY CLEAR INDICATIONS THAT USE OF
GROUND FORCES, GROUND COMBAT FORCES, WOULD NOT BE CONTEMPLATED.
DO YOU READ THIS TO MEAN, THEN, THAT SEA AND AIR POWER OF THE
UNITED STATES WILL BE USED TO FULFIL TREATY COMMITMENTS?

A YES, SEA AND AIR POWER WILL BE USED TO FULFIL TREATY
COMMITMENTS, WHERE TREATY COMMITMENTS EXIST,.

Q@ NO GROUND COMBAT?

A OM, ¥O,

Q@ WHAT DO YOU MEAN, OM NO?

A  THERE IS5 NO DENIAL UNDER A TREATY TO USE GROUND COMBAT
gg:gggiA?Lzr's BE CLEAR. WHAT ARE YOU TALKING ABOUT,

Q@ WELL, IN CAMBODIA, THERE IS THE INJUNCTION WRITTEN IN,
A AND THERE IS NO TREATY COMMITMENT THERE,

Q@ THAT'S RIGHT,

A BUT CERTAINLY UNDER NATO, ALL RESOURCES, SO I WANT TO
BE CLEAR THAT WE ARE NOT MISUNDERSTANDING ONE ANOTHER,

@ BOB, WHAT YOU MEAN IS YOU ARE NOT RULING OUT THE USE OF COMBAT

FORCES ON THE GROUND IN TREATY SITUATIONS,
A THAT IS ABSOLUTELY RIGHT ...
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@ 1 WONDER WHETHER OR NOT SPECIFICALLY YOU CAN SHED

ANY LIGHT TODAY THAT YOU COUNDL'T SHED YESTERDAY ON THE USE OF
HELICOPTERS, ON POSSIBLE ADVISORS REING INVOLVED OUTSIDE OF
PHNOM PENH, IN CONNECTION WITH LOGISTICS OPERATIONS OR
OTHERWISE., I AM SPECIFICALLY REFERRING TO THIS CONTROVERSIAL
PHOTOGRAPHH THAT THE AP TOOX AND

CIRCULATED., I AM JUST WONDERING WHETHER OR NOT THERE IS ANY
MORE LIGKT ON WHAT THAT MIGHT HAVE BEEN, WHAT WE MIGHT HAVE BEEN
INVOLVED IN,

A I HAVE NO LGITH TO USE TO ILLUMINATE THAT PICTURE

ANY FURTHER., 1 ANSWERED A QUESTION HERE YESTERDAY ABOUT
PEOPLE BEING PERMITTED TO GO OUT TO PARTICIPATE IN, JOIN OR
ASSOCIATE WITH, CAMBODIAN OR VIETNAMESE MILITARY ACTIONS IN
CAMBODIA. AND I SAID THAT THAT WAS NOT AUTHORIZED. AND I

— /]




STAND ON THAT.

& BOB, IS IT THE STATE DEPARTMENT®’S UNDERSTANDING THAT GROUND
TROOPS, WITH THE EXCEPTION OF GROUND COMBAT TROOPS, CAWN BE USED
IN CAMBODIA?

& THAT?

Q THAT GROUND TROOPS OF MEDICAL UNITS, OTHER FORMS OF GROUND TROOPS,
?ﬁTEA;ggvgxgEPTION OF COMBAT TROOPS AND ADVISORS, CAN BE USED
A

A WELL, I DON°T WANT TO OPEN UP ANY HYPOTHETICAL SITUATIONS,
BUT WHAT HAS BEEN SAID IS, AND AGAIN YESTERDAY REAFFIRMED

BY THE WHITE HOUSE, THAT THERE IS NO INTENTION TO INTRODUCE
GROUND COMBAT FORCES OR MILITARY ADVISORS.

@ BOB, DOES THAT MEAN THAT OTHER FORMS OF GROUND TROOPS CAN
BE USED, ARE BEING USED?

%ROO;SAy NOT SURE THAT 1 UNDERSTAND “OTHER FORMS OF GROUND

® WELL, OTHER SOLDIERS WITH THEIR FEET ON THE GROUND
(LAUGHTER)
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e HOW ABOUT HELICOPTER PILOTS WITH THEIR FEET ON THE GROUND?
Q@ WELL, COMMUNICATIONS, FOR EXAMPLE, BOB,

A I JUST AM NOT GOING TO ANSWER HYPOTHRTICAL QUESTIONS
ABOgT %HIS, 1°M SORRY. IT WOULD RE IMPRUDENT OF ME TO
DO THAT,

@ BOB, CAN I CLARIFY THE POINT ON THE INTRODUCTION OF
GROUND TROOPS? IS IT THE VIEW OF THE ADMINISTRATION, APART
FROM INTENTIONS OR PLANS, THAT IT 1S ABSOLUTELY PRO~

HIBITED FROM INTRODUCING GROUND COMBAT TROOPS INTO CAMBODIA?

A THE RECORD IS THAT == AND IN RESPONSE TO A QUESTION AT

HIS LAST PRESS CONFERENCE == THE PRESIDENT SAID NONE WHATSO-
EVER. NOW, I DON°T KNOW HOW I CAN IMPROVE ON THAT, OR TAKE ON
OATY IN BLOOD TO YOU REYOND THAT.

Q 1 AM SAYING, IF THE ANSWER 1S ==

A HoWw CAN 1 DO THAT?

@ THE ANSWER IS ALWAYS PUT IN TERMS OF "THERE ARE NO PLANS OR
INTENTIONS,” NOT WHETHER IT 1S NONE WHATSOEVER, BUT ALWAYS IN
TERMS OF "PLANS OR INTENTIONS,"

A ABSOLUTEL Y.

Q@ WHAT I AaM TRYING TO GET AT, IS THERE
A PROHIBITION THAT IT CANNOT DO THIS?

A THERE ARE RESTRICTIONS IN CERTAIN LEGISLATION, YES.

e WELL, BOB, THE PRESIDENT HAS ALSO SAID ON JUNE 30 IN

A SPEECH THAT YOU REFERRED TO YESTERDAY, THAT THERE WOULD RE
NO U.S., AIR OR LOGISTIC SUPPORT FOR SOUTH VIETNAMESE TROOPS IN
CAMBODIA, SO I THINK YOU CAN FORGIVE THE QUESTIOH,

A 1 FORGIVE THE AUESTION, AND I APPRECIATE YOUR LIGITIMATE
IRTCREST HERE, Y0U WILL HAVE TO APPRECIATE THE LIMITS YUNDER WHICH




1 AT TIMES MUST OPERATE, I LIVE THE XIND OF LIFE WHERE
I MAY WAXE 0P ONE MORNING AND FIND THAT THE SUM ROSE IN THE WEST
{LAUGHTER} AND 1 AM GOING TO LIVE FROM DAY TO DAY.

Q@ EOB, CAN YOU TELL US MORE ABOUT WHAT KINDS OF ACTIVITIES

THE EMBASSY PERSORNEL CaN GET RHGAGED IN. YOU WERE VERY CAREFUL
TO LIMIT YOUR STRICTURES ONLY TO THE FACT THATTMEY COULD NOT

GET ENGAGED IN MILITARY OPERATIONS. CAN THREY TRAVEL OUTSIDE

OF PHNOM PENH IN CONNECTION WITH DELIVERING MILITARY SUPPLIES,
INSTRUCTING CAMBODIANS OR SOUTH VIETNAMESE ON THE USE OF THOSE
SUPPLIES, OR ANY FUNCTIONS LIKE THAT?
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A WITH THE AUTHORIZATION OF THE AMBASSADOR, EMBASSY PERSONNEL
ARE FREE TO TRAVEL WITHIN CAMBODIA IN THE PERFORMANCE OF THEIR
OFFICIAL FUNCTIONS, THIS INCLUDES ROTH FOREIGN SERVICE AMND
ATTACHE PERSONNEL.

@ BOB, CAN YOU SAY, AS A MATTER OF FACT, WHETHER OR NOT
THESE MILITARY EQUIPMENT DELIVERY TEAMS HAVE BEEN GOING OUT TO
OTHER POSTS BESIDES PHNOM PENH AND SUPERVISING DELIVERY OF
MILITARY EQUIPMENT, SAY BY HELICOPTER AND OTHERWISE?

A I HAVE NO INFORMATION TO CONFIRM THAT,

® BOB, YOU REFERRED TO THE CONGRESSIONAL RESTRICTIOMS, IS
IT THE STATE DEPARTMENT’S VIEW THAT THESE RESTRICTIONS
EXPIRE AT THE EHND OF THIS FISCAL YEAR?

8 QUESTION?

A IS IT THE VIEW OF THE DEPARTMENT THAT RESTRICTIONS AGAINST
THE USE OF AMERICAN GROUND FORCES IN CAMBODIA EXPIRE AT THE
END OF THIS == DID YOU SAY "FISCAL YEAR®?

Q@ YES.
A I WILL TAKE THE QUESTION,

0 BOB, I GUESS WHAT WE ARE ASXING IS THE STATE DEPARTMENT®S
INTERPRETATION OF THE COOPER=CHURCH AMENDMENT. DO YOU INTERPRET
IT 10 MEAN THAT THE PROHIBITION ONLY APPLIES TO INFANTRY

AND ARTILLERY STATIONED IN CAMBODIA?

A I° M SORRY, I HAVE TO RETREAT TO USING THE LANGUAGE THAT

THE PRESIDENT HAS USED: GROUND COMPAT FORCES NOR MILITARY
ADVISORS., NOW, I CAN'T BE ASXED TO DISTINGUISH BETWEEN THE
VARIOUS COMPONENTS OF A MILITARY ORGANIZATION, AND I AM JUST NOT
GOING TO DO ITecos

9 BOB, YOU TOOK A QUESTION YESTERDAY ABOUT WHETHER OR NOT
AMERICA# HELICOPTERS COULD FERRY SOUTH VIETNAMESE OR CAMBODIAN
TROOPS IN OPERATIONS, CAN YOU ANSWER THAT QUESTIONW TODAY?

A NO, BEYOND SAYING I UNDERSTAND THAT THAT HS NOT HAPPENED.
NOW, SECRETARY LAIRD SPENT SOME TIME WITH YOUR COLLEAGUES THIS
MORNING ON THIS AND RELATED QUESTIONS, AND I WILL WEED THE
BENEFIT OF WHAT HE SAID. THERE ARE MILITARY MATTERS

THAT ME IS IN A RETTER POSITION TO SPEAX TO THAN I AMesso
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® BROB, JAPAN'S FOREIGH MINISTER HAS REFERRED PURPLICLY TO PLANG
3% JAPAY TO ATTEMPT TO NORMALIZE RELATIONS WITH 1o IRLAND
AuTHa, 19 THERE 6Y COMMENT aVAILABLE TROW THIG foommomms. o




THAT? HAVE THERE BEEW CONSULTATIONS ABOUT THaTY

A THERE HAVE BEEN CONVERSATIONS WITH THE JAPANESE

GOVERNMENT FROM TIME TO TIME ABQUT OUR RESPECTIVE PROBLEMS AND
RELATIONS WITH COMMUNIST CHINA., THAT GOVERNMENT IS SOVEREIGH
AND FREE TO EXERCISE ITS OWN POLICIES AND

ACTIONS, AS WE FEEL WE OURSELVES ARE.

Q@ BOB; YOU SAID FEARLIER THAT THE EMBASSY PERSONNEL IW

CAMBODIA UNDER THE AMBASSADOR™S AUTHORIZATION WERE APLE TO TRAVEL
IN THE COUNTRY, INSOFAR AS MILITARY PERSOHNEL ARE

INVOLVED, IF THEY FIND THEMSELVES CAUGHT UP IN A MILITARY
OPERATION, ARE THEY UNDER ANY PROWIBITION NOT TC ACT AS ADVISORS
TO CAMBODIAN TROOPS?

A I WOULD ASSUME YES.
% IS THERE ANY WAY OF CHECKING THAT?

OBVIOUSLY WHAT WE ARE TRYING TO DRIVE AT HERE IS WHETHER OR
NOT THERE IS A WAY OF USING ATTACHE PERSONNEL, AND CALLING
THEM ATTACHE PERSONNEL, AND LETTING THEM PERFORM THE FUNCTIONS
OF ADVISORS,

A I THINK I CAN FAIRLY SAY THAT THERE IS MO INTENT BY
DISGUISE OR DESIGN RY THIS GOVERNMENT TO INTRODUCE THESE PEOPLE
INTO THE ROLES WHICH THE PRESIDENT HAS SPECIFICALLY SAID HE
WILL NOT AUTHORIZE (END EXCERPTS) ITEM
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(BEGIN EXCERPTS)

@ IS THE UNITED STATES INVOLVED IH ANY WAY IN THE OPERATION
OF THAI TROOPS IN LAOS, SOUTHERN LAOS?

MR MCCLOSKEY: WELL, I HAVE NOT, AND AWM NOT, IN A POSITION TO
CONFIRM WHETHER OR NOT THERE ARE TMAI FORCES I LAOS, SO
THEREFORE I WOULDN®*T BE ABLE TG ANSWER THE QUESTION, I THINK
THAT ON A QUESTION LIXE THAT, THAT SHOULD BE ADDRESSED TO THOSE
TW0 GOVERNMENTS AS TO WHETHER THEY ARE PRESENT...

@ BOB, DID THE STATE DEPARTMENT IN ITS DISCUSSION WITH
SENATORS COOPER AND CHURCH IN DECEMBER GIVE THEM ANY ASSURANCES
ABOUT THE LIMITATION, THE EXTENT, OF U.S. OPERATIONS IN
CAMBODI1A?

A WELL, YOU HAVE THE TESTIMONY OF BOTH THE SECRETARIES OF
DEFENSE AND STATE BEFORE THE COMMITTEE O¥ WHICH BOTH SENATORS SIT.
THE PUBLIC RECORD WOULS SQUARE WITH WHATEVER SEPARATE AND PRIVATE
CONVERSATIONS THERE MAY HAVE BEEN BETWEEN THE SENATORS AND THE
DEPARTMENT OVER THE ISSUE OF THIS AMENDMENT. OBVIOUSLY THEY

DID NOT COMMIT THEMSELVES BEYOND WHAT THE PRESIDENT SAID PUBLICLY.

® WHAT I WAS SPECIFICALLY ASKING WAS WHETHER THE STATE DEPARTMENT
GAVE SENATOR CHURCH AND COOPER ANY ASSURANCES GOING BEYOND THE
STATEMENTS ON THE PUNLIC RECORD WHICH RESULTED IN THE DROPPING

OF THE PREVIOUS LIMITATION IN THE COOPER~CHURCH AMENDMENT ON

THE EXTENT OF U.S. AIR ACTIVITY IN CAMBODIA?
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A 1 SHOULD THINX NOT.

@ BOB, SENATOR COOPER SAID THIS MORNING THAT HE FEELS THAT
AMERICAN ACTIONS IN CANMBODIA NOW VIOLATE THE LAW. IS THE
SECRETARY OF STATE PLANNING A NEW DEFENSE OF THE ADMINISTRATION®S
POSITION IN LIGHT OF WHAT THE TWO CO=-SPONSORS FEEL IS A VIOLATION
OF THE LAW?

A HOW PREPARING A DEFENSE?

Q@ WELL, I DON°T KNOW HOW IT WOULD BE DONE, BUT THE TWO
£0=SPONSORS ==

A 1 THINK IT IS ENTIRELY POSSIBLE THAT THE SECETARY WILL BE
TALKING WITH SENATOR COOPER AND SENATOR CHURCH.

9 15 THAT A PRIVATE MEETING? HAS IT BEEN SCHEDULED?

A NO. AND IF THE COMMITTEE CONVEMES HEARINGS, THE SECRETARY
OF STATE WOULD BE PREPARED TO PARTICIPATE IF THAT WAS THEIR
DESIRE, WE®LL BE IN TOUCH WITH THE COMMITTEE AT OTHER

LEVELS NOW THAT THE CONGRESS IS BACK IN SESSION AND TRY TO MEET
WHATEVER THEIR REQUESTS AND CONCERNS MAY BE,.

Q BOB, DIDN®T YOU TAKE A REQUEST YESTERDAY TO EXPLAIN THE
STATE DEPARTMENT®S INTERPRETATION OF THE COOPER=CHURCH AMENDMENTS
AND 1F S0, DO YOU HAVE SHCH AN INTERPRETATION FOR US?

£ THE QUESTION WAS WHETHFR IT WAS A CONTINUING PIEC OF LEGI -




LATION, THE JUDGMENT OF THE LAWYERS HERE IS IT 1S,

3 COULD YOU EXPLAIN THAT, BOB? 1I°M SORRY., WHAT DO You
MEAN BY THAT?

A WELL, I TOOK THE INTENT OF THE QUESTION A3 TO WHETHFR THT
PROHIBITION IN THE COOPER=CHURCH ANMENDMEYT AGAINST THE INTRODUCT JON
OF GROUND COMBAT FORCES AND MILITARY ADVISORS WWAS ONE THAT

WOULD EXPIRE UNDER THE LAW AS OF BEGIMNING OF FISCAL °1712.

AND MY ADVICE HAS BEEN THAT THAT WOULD RE REGARDED AS CONTINUING
LEGISLATION,

Q BOB, DOES THE SHIFT IN POLICY == SHIFT IM EXPLANATION FROM
INTERDICTION TO USE OF AIR AND SEA POWFR IN CAMBODIA REFLECT

A CHANGE IN THE ASSESSMENT OF == THE GOVERNMENT®S ASSESSMENT OF
WHAT THE ENEMY IS TRYING TO DO IN CAMRODIA, AND WHAT IS THE NATURE
OF THE THREAT IN CAMBODIA?
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A WELL, THE NATURE OF THE THREAT WE HAVE DISCUSSED MERE
BEFORE AND IT HAS REMAINED CONSTANT. I THIYK THMERE IS we I
KNOW THERE IS CONCERN THAT AS THE FOCUS OF MILITARY ACTIVITY
WENT TO ROUTE 4 AND IN THAT AREA BELOW AND TO THE SIDE OF PHNOM
FPENH, IT RAISED THE QUESTION AS TO WHETHER THE ENEMY WASN'T
TRYING TO RE~ESTABLISH THE SANCTUARY BASES IN THAT AREA. AND

I THINK THAT WHAT THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE WAS SAYING WAS THAT
THE USE OF AMERICAN AIR POWER IN THAT AREA wAS DESIGMED TO
FRUSTRATE THAT EFFORT.

Q@ IS THE NAVAL BLOCKADE OFF THE COAST OF. CAMBODIA PFING
MAINTAINED?

A I°M SORRY, I CAN°T ANSWER THAT QUESTION, JIM.
I DON'T KNOW.

€ BOB, HAS THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE GOVERNMENT REQUESTED
SUPPLEMENTAL AID FOR THEIR LATEST OPERATIONS IN CAMBODIA,.

A I AM AFRAID I AM IN A NO-COMMENT POSITION ON THAT QUESTION
TODAY,

@ REFERRING TO THIS STORY THIS MORNING IN THE WASHINGTON POST,
IS THEE A UoS.=BACKED PLAN TO USE THAI TROOPS 1N SOUTHERN LAOS,
ASIDE FROM WHETHER THEY ARE THERE NOW?

A NO COMMENT,

@ BOB, IS IT THE JUDGMENT OF THIS ADMIMISTRATION OR THE
DEPARTMENT THAT THE EXTENT OF THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE OPEATIONS IN
CAMBODIA DO NOT DENIGRATE FROM THE CAPACITY TO CARRY OUT THE
VIETNAMIZATION PROGRAM? I ASK THAT EECAUSE THE SECRFTARY OF
DEFENSE INDICATED YESTERDAY IT WAS ESSSENTIAL TO CARRY IT OUT,
HOWEVER, IN THE PAST, CONCERN WAS EXPRESSED HERE THAT EXTENSIOHW
OF THE RAIDS ON THE BORDER AREAS MIGHT JEOPARDIZE VIETNAMIZATION.
HOW DOES THAT CHANGE IT?

A  THAT WOULD NOT BE THE CASE PRESENTLY BECAUSE

THE WITHDRAWALS ARE CONTINUING, AND THE LAST I

REMEMBER ABOUT WITHDRAWALS, THEY WERE SOMEWHAT AKEAD OF SCHEDWLE,
S0 THAT I WOULD NOT JUDGE THAT THE ARVY¥ OPERATIONS IN CAMBODIA
HAVE IN ANY WAY JEOPARDIZED THE VIETNAMIZATION EFFORT IN SOUTH
VIETNAMs THE LEVEL OF CASUALTIES HAS REMAINED DOWN, THE LEVEL
OF FIGHTING IS DOWN, AND THE WITHDRAWALS CONTIRUE,

@ BOB, BACK ON THIS QUESTION GF THE THAIS IN SOUTHERN LAOS,
COULD YOU SAY WHETHER OR NOT THE UNITED STATES HAS DISCUSSED
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WITH THE THAIS OR THE LAOTIANS THE USE OF THAI FORCES IH
SOUTHERN LAOS.
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A NO COMMENT.

Q4 BOB, ARE YOU IN A NO-COMMENT POSITION 0% YoSo BANKROLLING
OF SOUTH VIETNAMESE FORCES BECAUSE THE DTFEXSE APPROPRIATION
ACT SPECIFICALLY PROHIBITS U.S. FINANCING OF SOUTH VIETNAMESE
ACTIONS IN DEFENSE OF THE CCAMBODIAN GOVERMMENT?

A I AM IN PART IN THAT POSITION BECAUSE I AM NOT SURE THAT
I KNOW EVERYTHING THAT MAY RELATE TO THIS, WHICH IS MY MOST
IMPORTANT CONSIDERATION AT THE MOMENT..s

@ BOB, CAN YOU SHED ANY LIGHT ON THE OVER=ALL POLICY WHICH THE
SECETARY OF DEFENSE REFERRED TO YESTERDAY WHE! HE SAID THAT

THE NIXON DOCTRINE THAT HAS BEEN REPEATEDLY STATED BY THE AD=
MINISTRATION TO INCLUDE THE USE OF AIR AND SEA POWER? IS THAT
IY SOME UNPUBLISHED DOCUMENT INSIDE THE ADMINISTRATION?

A 1 HAVE NOTHING TO SAY AND I HAVE NO WISH TO
COMMENT OVER WHAT MHE HAS SAID.

Q BOB, IN REGARD TO THAILAND, THERE WAS A PROTEST

RECENTLY, LAST WEEK, I BELIEVE, OVER THF USE OF AVMERICAN

SURPLUS RICE, THE SALES OF AMERICAY SURPLUS RICE IM INDONESIA

AND SOUTH KOREA., THIS CAME FROM THAILAND. NOY, TODAY, THERE ARE
REPORTS FROM THAILAND THAT THE UNITED STATES MADE SOME KIND

OF A REPLY AND IN DOING SO ASSURED THILAND THAT WE WOULD

LIVE UP FULLY TO OUR TREATY COMMITMENTIS, DO YOU MAVE AXY CON-
FIRMING MATERIAL ON THAT?

A NO, I°M SORRY, 1 AM NOT AWARE OF THE ISSUE INVOLVING RICE
THAT YOU REFER TO, BUT THERE HAS BEEN NO CHANGE WITH

ARESPECT TO THAT RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND
THAILAND.

@ WHEN YOU SAY WITH RESPECT TO THAT RELATIONSHIP, YOU
ARE REFERRING TO TREATY COMMITMENTS, OR WHAT?

A WELL, TO THE EXTENT THAT THE UNITED STATES AND THAILAND ARE
30TH MEMBRERS OF SEATO, AND THAT FOR US IS THE LAW OF THE LAND,

Q@ BOB, WHY 1S AMBASSADOR BUNKER COMING BACK?

A WELL, HE EXPECTS TO BE HERE ABOUT FEBRUARY {, THERF WILL BE
CONSULTATIONS THAT wouLD HAVE TO DO WITH THE TROOPS WITHDRAWALS,
THS PROGRESS OF VIETNAMIZATION, AND OTHER RELATED MATTERS.

Q@ DOES HE EXPECT TO RETURN?
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A AS FAR AS I KNOW, YESese

Q BOB, FOR THE PURPOSE OF THE RECORD ON THIS COOPER=~

CHURCH DISCUSSION HERE EARLIER, BOTH SENATORS HAVE SPOKEN SIMNCE
YOU ZPOKE LAST HERE YESTERDAY. DO YOU BELIEVE THAT THERE HAS
REEN ANY VIOLATIOR OF THE LAW AS THEY CLAINM?

BESRE
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BEEN TAKEN IN CAMBODIA HAVE VIOLATED ANY OF THE LEGISLATIVE
RESTRICTIONS: IT WAS NOT MY IMPRESSION, IF WE CAM HAVE A
COLLOQUY FOR A SECOND, THAT EITHER OF THEM OR DOTH

OF THEM SAY THE LAW HAD BEEN VIOLATED.

@  COOPER SAID THAT HE HAS VIOLATED THE SPIRIT OF THE

LAW, AND THEN ON THE FOLLOW-UP QUESTION, HE SAID "YES, IF THE
SPIRIT HAS BEEN VIOLATED, THEN THE LAW HAS BEEN VIOLATED,"

BUT HE DID START WITH THE SPIRIT.

A WAS IT DESCRIBED IN WHAT SENSE? THE ALLEGED VIOLATION ==?
& THE QUESTION RELATED TO AIR ACTIONS IN CAMRODIA,
A WHAT PART OF THE LAW HAS TO DO WITH THE AIR POLICY?

& WELL, AS PEOPLE HAVE SAID IN THIS ROOM, I WOULD LET THE RECORD
SPEAK FOR ITSELF, AND THE SEXNATORS HAVF SPOKEN. (LAUGHTER),

A FAIR ENOUGH,

Q@ I JUST WANTED YOUR SIDE OF IT AND YOUR SIDE IS THAT WE
DON"T BELIEVE THAT ANY U.S. ACTION IN CAMBODIA VIOLATED ANY
LEGISLATIVE RESTRICTION, IS THAT CORRECT?

A THAT IS MY JUDGMENT,
@ AND THAT APPLIES TO THE USE OF ADVISORS?

A WE HAVE NOT INTRODUCED MILITARY ADVISORS NOR GROUND COMBAT
FORCES,

e WHAT ARE THE MECHANICS OF THE MAP PROGRAM BY MILITARY ATTACHES
ASSIGNED TO THE EMBASSY? DOES THIS GO DIRECTLY TO THE CAMBODIANS
IN PHNOM PENH OR IS THIS DISTRIBUTED FURTHER OUT BY AMERICAN
PERSONNEL?
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A WELL, AS I UNDERSTAND IT, IT IS DISTRIZUTED AHD HANDED OVER
TO THE CAMBODIAN UNITS OR THE CAM20DIAN ARMED FORCES IN PHNOM
PENH; THAT ON THE WHOLE THE MILITARY ATTACHES ASSIGNED TO THAT
OFFICE ARE IN PHNOM PENH, THE MATERIAL 1S RECORDED IN AAND
RECORDED OUT., I SAID HERE YESTERDAY THAT BOTH FOREIGN

SERVICE OFFICERS AND PEOPLE FROMN THE ATTACHE®S OFFICE ARE
PERMITTED WITHIN THE DISCRETION OF THE AMBASSADOR TO GO OUTSIDE
OF PHNOM PENH IN THE NORMAL CARRYING OUT OF THEIR DUTIES.

1 CAN ASSURE YOU CONFIDENTLY THAT NONE OF THEM ARE FUNCTIONING
AS MILITARY ADVISORS TO EITHER CAMBODIAN OR ARVN UNITS IN
CAMBODIA, NOR DO WE HAVE GROUND COMBAT FORCES IN CAMBODIA.

Q@ DOES THIS REFER TO ADVICE FROM THE AIR FROM HELICOPTER
GUNSHIPS TO THE GROUND?

4 NOW, THAT SUBJECT WAS DISCUSSED AT THE DEFENSE DEPARTMENT
THIS MORNING AND I WOULD LEAVE IT TO THEM. (SEE X-3)

8 BOB, IS THE UNITED STATES CONCERNED THAT THE INCREASING
SOUTH VIETNAMESE ENFORT REQUIRED IN CAMBODIA WILL HURT THE
VIETNAMIZATION PROGRAM?

A THAT QUESTION WAS RAISED A MINUTE AGO AND AS OF NOW,
THE ANSWER WOULD BE NO. (END EXCERPTS) ITEM
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EXCERPTS FROM WHITE HOUSE PRESS JAN 20 AY BRIEFINGS:

Q RON, WHAT IS THE STATUS OF THE NEGOTIAT LONS BT yiE
STATES AND JAPAN ON TEXTILES? IATIO0NS BETUEEN THE UNITED

MRo ZIEGLER: THERE HAVE BEEN NO NEGOTIATIDNS SINCE

TIME JE REFERRED TO THE SUBJECT. I THINK THaT jAg&JEg? LSE;ORE
THE FIRST OF THE YEAR. AS WAS STATED HERE YESTERDAY WHEN MR.
PETERSON WAS ANNOUNCED, I THINK BY GEORGE. SHULTZ , MR. FLANIGAW
WILL BE CONTINUING THESE DISCUSSIONS WITH THE JAPANESE, A4D I

ASSUME THAT THEY WILL BE HELD AT SO POINT IN THE FUF (ke
THERE 15 NO DATE SET FOX A MEETING. .. UTERE, auT

@ WHAT IS THE HOLDUP?

WR. ZIEGLERS I DON'T KNOW IF I WOULD CALL. IT A “HOLDUP."™ THEXE
WAS A SERIES OF DISCUSSIONS AND SOTH SIDES PESENTED THEIR
POSITIONS. NO AGREEMENT WAS REACHED.

1 KNOW THAT WE HAVE SADE OUR POSITION. VERY CLEAR AND I THINK
THE JAPANESE ARE NO dOUBT REGROUPING.. .

Q RON, I UNDERSTAND THAT THE JAPANESE ARE AWAITING SOME HOVE
FROM THE UNITED STATES. IS THE DELAY CAUSED BY A HEASSESSHENT
OF THE UNITED STATES® POSITION DN.THAT?

MR. ZIEGLER: GENE, I AM NOT AWARE THAT.THEY ARE WAITING FOR A MOVE
FROM OUR SIDE. I HAVENT CHECKED THAT.. . I. WILL HAVE TO CHECK WITH
PETE. I HAVEN'T TALKED TO HIM FOR SEVERAL. WEEKS ABOUT THIS,

BUT LET ME TAKE YOUR QUESTION AND.'WITEAPT TO BE MORE RESPONSIVE
TO YOU AFTER THE BKIEFING. L o

Q JUST SOME SORT OF EXPLANATIONAAS,iO'HHY,THE DELAY.

MR. ZIEGLER: I WILL NOT ACCEPT YOURVWORD 7bELAY.” BUT I WILL
GET AN ANSWER TO YOUR QUEST ION. . .

Q AND WHEN THE NEXT SESSION WILL BE HELD. ..
MR. ZIEGLER: RIGHT. o

P BRIEFING

Q WHAT ABOUT THE JAPANESE TEXTILE QUESTION?

MR. WARREN: THE QUESTION WAS ONE ABOUT WHETHER OR NOT THE
JAPANESE WERE WAITING FOR US TO, COME. BACK WITH A REPLY. I DID
CHECK WITK MR. FLANIGAN. I THINK THIS HAS BEEN ON THE WIRE.

PETER FLANIGAN AND THE AMBASSADOR HAD A GENZRAL DISCUSSION ON
THIS WHOLE MATTER ON SUNDAY, THE 10TH OF JANUARY. IT WAS Ad
INFORMAL MEETING AND NOT A NEGOTIATING SESSION. IT WAS A

MEET ING IN WHICH THEY HAD GENEKAL DISCUSSION OVER WHERE THE TALKS
REALLY STOOD AT THIS POINT, SORT OF A SUMMARY OF THE NEGOT IATIONS

UP TO NOVW. -

TER LANIGAN TELLS ME THAT THEY DID NOT SET A DATE FOi THE
VEXT MEETING. I THINK I CA TELL YOU THAT. ANY SUBGESION THAT
THE JAPANESE ARE WAITING FOR US TO KESPOND WOULD NOT BE ACCURATE,

AS RON SAID THIS MORNZING. -
Q ARE VWE WAITIN3 ROT THEM TO RESPONDZ.

. WARREN: YES, WE ARE WAITIN3. FOR.THE% TO. RESPOND TO SOMNE
?gousﬂrs THAT YERE EXPRESSED AT.THAT INFORMAL SESSION ON THE 10TH.

XX X




EPF 18
STATE DEPARTMENT PRESS BRIEFING (EXCERPTS) (849)

WASHINGTON == FOLLOWING ARE EXCERPTS FROM THE TRANSCRIPT OF
THE ROBERT MCCLOSKEY STATE DEPARTMENT PRESS BRIEFING JANUARY 2512

(BEGIN EXCERPTS)

@ IS THERE ANY DEVELOPMENT IN THE CONTACT BETWEEN THE DEPARTMENT
AND %gNGRESS OVER THE CAMRODIAN SITUATION THAT YOU CAN TELL US
ABOU

MR, MCCLOSKEY: THERE HAS BEEN CONTACT, YES, OVER THE LAST
BEVERAL DAYS.

THE PRESENT SITUATION IS THAT THE DEPARTMENT, I GUESS IN CONCERT
WITH THE DEFENSE DEPARTMENT, HAS BEEN DISCUSSING WITH THE STAFF
OF THE COMMITTEE, THE DESIRABILITY OF HAVING A STATE DEPARTNMENT
OFFICER AND A DEFENSE DEPARTMENT OFFICER RRIEF THE WHOLE
COMMITTEE ON THE FACTUAL SITUATION,

NOW,PENDING THE COMMITTEE®S WISH, I DON®T KNOW THAT I COULD SAY
MORE. 1 UNDERSTAND THAT THE COMMITTEE WAS HAVING A MEETING

OF 115 OWN TODAY AND, AS I FURTHER UNDERSTOOD IT, TO CONSIDER
THIS KIND OF POSSIBILITY.

SENATOR COOPERUAND THE SECRETARY? I BELIEVE IT WAS ON FRIDAY

Qa BOB, IS T;gRE ANYTHING YOU CAN SAY AROUT THE MEETING BETWEEN
ID THEN THAT POSSIBLY YOU WOULD

AND LAST WEEKX
HAVE MORE ON 1T,

A WELL, IT WAS TO GO OVER THE PRESEWT SITUATICN GENERALLY,
AND THE CONVERSATION, OF COURSE TOUCHED ON THE COOPER=CHURCH
AMENDMENT IN THE SPECIAL FOREIGN ASSISTANCE ACT.

1 DON’T XNOW THAT ANY CONCLUSIONS WERE REACHED AND I WOULD
EXPECT THAT THE SECRETARY WOULD BF IN TOUCH WITH SENATOR COCFER

AGAINceae
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@ BOB, T0 WHAT EXTENT ARE MAP DELIVERY TEAMS ASSIGNED

T0 THE SMBASSY IN CAMBODIA INVOLVED IN TRAINING OF CAMBODIANS -=
AT LEAST, AS FAR AS THE MAP ITEWS THAT THEY'RE RECEIVING?

A TO MY KNOWLEDGE, NONE,

@ 1S THERE ==

o0 TRAINING.




ny

9 THERE®S NO INSTRUCTION ON THE USE OF THESE ITEHNS

WE®RE SHIPPING THEM?

A MY UNDERSTANDING IS THAT THESE PEOPLE FUNCTION TO SIMPLY
TURN OVER AND RECORD IN AND OUT THE EQUIPMERT PROVIDED BY THE
gafg GOVERNMENT BUT THEY DC NOT ADOPT A TRAINING OR ADVISORY
s >

Q@ ¥ELL, NOW, DOES THE LaW ON THE MAP PR0OGRAM PROVIDE

THAT WE MAINTAIN A CHECK WITH THE EQUIPMENT THAT IS TURNED OVER
AS BEING PROPERLY USED; AND, IF S0, ARE ANY OF THESE CHECKS
MADE IN THE FIELD OUTSIDE OF PHNOM PENH?

A WELL, YOU’D BETTER TAKE THAT UP WITH THE DEFFASE
DEPARTMENT, I AN NO0T FAMILIAR WITH ALL TERMS OF THE LAW.

1°M RATHER CERTAIN, HOWEVER, THAT THE CONGRES3 HAS AN INTEREST
IN SEEING THAT THERE®S A PROPER ACCOUNTING OF A PROGRAM OF THIS
SIZE; AND THAT®S WHY SECRETARY LAIRD HAS TALKED APOUT HAVING
?ﬁ%%gi THINK ARE CALLED "MILITARY EQUIPMENT DELIVERY TEAMS®

R WELL, BOB ==
Q BOB, WOULD TRAINING TEAMS BE PRECLUDED UNDER COOPER=CHURCH?

A WELL, 1 DON°T WANT TO GET INTO HYPOTHETICAL DISCUSSION
HERE, YOU CAN READ THE LAW ITSELF. AND 1°M NOT GOING TO GO
BEYOND THAT,

@ WHAT WOULD BE THE SIZE, RBOB, OF THESE TEAMS THAT , SAY, LAIRD
1S INTERESTED IN MAVING?

A WELL, WE GAVE ALL THE FIGURES THERE ARE HERE LAST WEEX.

9  ADMIRAL MOORER AND GENERAL ABRAMS WAVE BEEN QUOTED
AS SAYING THE MILITARY SITUATION IS CRITICAL IN CAMBODIA.
WHAT 1S THE STATE DEPARTMENT®S VIEW OF THE SITUATUION IN CAMBODIA?

A 1 WOULDN®T CHARACTIERIZE IT GENERALLY ONE WAY OR ANOTHER.
1 DGN° T SEE HOW THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE SHOULD BE CALLED UPON
TO MAKE THOSE JUDGMENTS:. WHAT YOU SAY ONE DAY CAN BE ABRUPTLY
TURNED ABOUT THE NEXT, AND I THINK IT°S BEITER THAT JUDGMENTS
LIXE THAT BE LEFT TO THE MILITARYeoo

@ LEADING MEMBERS OF THE SENATE, LIKE SFENATOR MANSFIELD ARND
SENATOR MUSKIE, AND MCGOVERN AND SO ON, HAVE MADE IN VARIOUS

FORMS AND WITH VARYING DEGRESS OF COEVICTION SOME VERY SERIOUS
CHARGES AGAINST THE ADMINISTRATION®S CANMEBODIAN POLICY AS IT
RELATES TO THE LAWS ENACTED BY CONGRESS, DOES THE ADMINISTRATION
HAVE A PLAN AT SOME POINT TO RESPOND TO THESE CHARGES OR TO
DISCUSS PUBLICLY IN SOME YAY TME ISSUES THAT ARE POSED IN THEM?

A WELL, THE SECRETARY OF STATE HOPES TO HAVE A PRESS

CONFERENCE THHIS WEEK, THAT WOULD BE ONE FORUM. WE ARE IN ToucH
WITH THE COMMITIEE; AND, AS 1 SAID LAST WEEK, IF IT BECOMES

A REQUEST OF THE COMMITTEE FOR THE SECRETARY OF STATE TO APPEAR,
I° MSURE HE°D BF PREPARED TO DO THAT,

I HAVE SAID HERE ON BEHALF OF THE DEPARTMENT THAT WHERE THE

LAW IS CONCERNED AND TME RESTRICTIONS WHICH ARE WRITTEW INTO THE
LAW, THAT ACTIONS TAKEN BY THE U.S. IN CAMBODIA CAN BE JUSTIFIED
UNDER THE LAW. 1 EMPHASIZE THAT I AM TALXING ABOUTTHE

LAW AND THE RESTRICTIONS UNDER ITooo

Q@ BOB, HAS THE ADMINISTRATION MADE A DECISION TC GIVFE SOUTH

VIETHAM ADDITIONAL MONEY FOR OPERATIONS IN CAMBODIA PER SAIGON®S
REQUEST?

A 1), (END EXCERPTSY ITEM
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STATE DEPARTMENT PRESS BRIEFING (EXCERPTS) (3,830)

WASHINGTON == FOLLOWING ARE EXCFRPTS FROM THE TRANSCPRIPT oF
THE ROBERT MCCLOSXEY STATE DEPARTMENT PRESS BRIEFING JANUARY 28

{BEGIN EXCERPTS)

Q. BOB, DOES THE STATE DEPARTMENT INTERPRET THE COOPER=CHURCH
AMENDMENT AS PERMITTING INSTRUCTORS TO OPERATE 1IN CAMBODIA ==
UsSe INSTRUCTORS?

MR. MCCLOSXEY: [ WOULDN®’T PE 1IN A POSITION TO DRaw FINE LINES
AND WE°LL STARD SIMPLY ON THE LANGUAGE OF TNE LEGISLATION wHICH
TALKS SPECIFICALLY ABOUT GROUND COMBAT FORCES AND MILITARY
ADVISORS, TMAT IS PRORIBITED AND, TO MY K”OWLEDGE; THAT HAS voT
BEEN ABRIDGEDo 500

8 ONE QUESTION THAT THEY <DOD? REFERRED TO YOU WAS THE FaACT
THAT THE AMBASSADOR IN EACH COUNTRY BIVES TO THE TROOPS OR ADVISORS
OR ATTACHES WHO HAPPEN TO RE STATIONED IN THAT COUNTRY
INSTRUCTIONS oW SELF-DEFENSE AND OTHER THINGS L IKE THAT. DOES
OUR AMBASSADOR IN CAMBODIA GIVE STANDING INSTRUCTIONS TO THOSE
AMERICANS STATIONFD 1IN CAMBODIA ON WHEN AND HOW THEY MAY uSE
THEIR WEAPONS?

A: 1 SAID MERE LAST WEEX THAT PERSONNEL ASSIGNED TO THE
UoSo MISSION, INCLUDING THE RANGE OF PEOPLE, THAT IS, THE
ATTACHES, AS PART OF THE DEFENSE ATTACHE®S OFFICE, IN TME NORMAL
CONDUCT OF THEIR RESPONSIBILITYo WOULD BE PERMITTED TO TRAVEL
OUTSICE OF VIET=NAM (MEANING PHNOM PENH) WITH THE
AUTHORIZATION OF THE AMBASSADOR, I DON°T KNOW ANYTHING ABROUT
PEOPLE WHO BEAR ARMS,
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Qs BOBy YOU GAVE US LAST WEEK A RUN=DOWN ON THE NEW
MILITARY ATTACHES WHO HAVE BEEN TEMPORARILY ATTACHED TO THE
AMERICAN EMBASSY. NOW, DOES THIS INCLUDE MILITARY DEFENSE
DEL IVERY TEAMS THAT ARE SUPPOSED TO RE SENT THERE TO AUGMENT
THE FLOW OF AMERICAN EQUIPMENT?

Ao NO, MY UNDERSTANDING IS THAT THAT WOULD BE A SEPARATE
ACTIVITY TO RE CONDUCTED BY PERSONS WHO WILL BE DRAWN FROM MACY
IN SAIGON,

Qo WILL THEY RE ATTACHMED TO THE AMERICAN EMBASSY
AS ATTACHES?

Ao MY UNDERSTANDING IS THEY WOULD NOT BE ATTACHED TO THE
UsSo MISSION OR UoSo EMBASSY IN PHNOM PENH,

Q. WOULD THEY BE SCATTERED THROUGHOUT CAMBODIA?

Ae I DON’T KNOW. TO MY KNOWLEDGE, NONE OF THEM HAVE
ARRIVED THERE YET,

Q. DO YOU HAVE ANY CLUE AS TO THE NUMRERS INVOLVED?

Ac I HAVE A CLUE, RUT I CANNOT CONFIRM IT, SO I wON°T
USE IT,

9. BOB, IS THE DEFENSE DEPARTMENT CORRECT IN SAYING THAT
THE STATE (SIC) DEPARTMENT HAS NO OVEReALL JURISDICTION OVER
THE MILITARY AND ECONOMIC PROGRAM IN CAMBODIA AND THEREFORE »sLL
QUEST IONS ABOUT POLICY CONCERNING BOTH THFESE PROGRAMS ARF T0 BE
ANSWERED BY THE STATE DEPARTMENT?

Ae WELL, THE U.So AMBASSADOR IS THE PRESIDENT®S REPRESEWTATIVE
IN ANY COUNTRY. TO THAT EXTENT HE IS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE CORTACT
WITH THE OTHER GOVERNMENT ON THE PROGRAMS OF AMERICAN ASSISTENCE,
AND 1S RESPONSIBLE FOR THE ACTIVITIES OF PERSONS ASSIGNED TO THE
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0. WFLiL, BEYOND THE AMBASSADOR, WHAY 1 ax TRYING TO GEY
oOARSFIED IS THIS, IS IT THE STATE DEPSATMENT?S CVER=aLL
RESPONSIRILITY TG HANDLE THE MILSTARY APPLICATION OF THE PROGRAM
iV, &5 N FACT. PARTS OF IT ARY BFEING CARRIED JOnM IN SOyTH
WIET- NAf AND IN THAILAND AND ELSWEHERE? IS THAT THE OVER=ALL
A5 SPONSIRILITY OF THE STATE DEPARTMENT, 10 FE RESPONSTVE TO
Py GURESTIONS CONCERNENG THE OVER=ALL MI.ITany PROGRAM:
AN IF IT S, THEN I WOULD APPRECIATE IF STATE wWOULD 3TaA"” TV ARTFYING
“ur 1537 §F THE CAMBODIAN MILITARY ASSISTANUE PROUGHAM IN ViR iR,
N THAILAND, AND WHERFEVER ELSE IT IS REING CARRIED QUTY

a. WELL, THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE MILITARY PROGRAM
ty THIS CASE IS THE RESPONSIRILITY OF MILITARY PERSONNEL
ASSIGNRD 10 THE RECORD=XEEPING AND DISTRIBUTIGN OF THE
FaglPMENT, THE STATE DEPARTMENT WOULD ANSWER WUESTIONS ON
3, 1C8Y, ¥0T ¥HE JMPLFMENTATION OF THE DISTRIRUTION OF THE
R IPMENT

8. WELL, AND ALSOC ON TRAINING OF CAMBODIANS IN SOUTH WiviNaw
AND iN THAILAND, AND THWE USF OF CAMBODIANS iM LAQSE

A, WELL, THERE ARE CAMRODIANS BEING TRAINFED IN ROTH
THAILAND AND SOUTH VIETNAM, PRINCIPALLY RY SOUTH VIETNAMESE ANL
THAT. AND THAT TRAINING COULD ALSQ, AND PERHAPS DOES, INCLIDE
UnS, MILITARY IN BOTH OF THOSE COUNTRIFS, A4S FOR CAMRADIANS
TN OLADS, [ NAVE HC INFORMaTION,

sanlf FOUR -+ STATE BRIEFING
G, SAN YOU SAY, WHEN THESE MILITARY TEAMS LEAUR T HE
cuvgteal aREA OF VIETNAM AND GO OVER INTO CAMBODiA; DO THEY
LLTomstIoALLY COME UNDER THE JURISDICTION OF THE UoS. FM3ASSY
st DG THEY REMAIN UNDER THE JURISDICTION OF MACVY?
A. A5 L UNDERSTAND IT, THEY WILL BE UNDER THE
JUSISDICTION OF MACY, AND ALL ARRANGEMENTS HAVE NOT YET
ot EN COMPLETED WITH RESPECT T0 THNEIR ASSIGMMENT a8 IT
#FFECTS CAMBODIAS X
0., AS FOR THE NUMBER, POB, DEFENSE SECRETARY LalRD TH:8
MORNING SAID THERE ARE NOW §6, WOULD YOU FXPECT THIS TC =0 aNY
L ARGER, AND IF S0, HOW MUCH; SINCF HE WAS ALRFADY PLACED 27 LERSY
oNE NUMBER FIGURE ON IT%
ke § CAMNOT CONFIRK THAT FIGURE TASED ON MY OWN INFORMATIOH.
. wayF SEEN THE REPORT, WWAT HE SAID, BUT IT IS NOT MY
S TETANDING THAT AS TMESE PERSONNEL FRO¥ MACY AND SAIGBGN
sRY sSCIGNED FUNCTIONS IN CAMBRODIA THAT THEY BRECOMF ATTACHED
iG. DF ASSIGNED TO THE UoSo MISSIOM IN PHNOM PENN,
9. How MANY PEOPLE ARF ASSIGNED TO THE UoSo MISSION It
; UNOM PENH NOW?2 _ :
n, WELL, WE GAVE YOU LAST WEEK A FIGURE OF 95, NOT ALL CF
WHOM &RE THERE, WHICH INCLUDED 22 THAT WOULD BE ON TEMPORARY DLYY,
%, 1S THAT FIGURE STILL 957 o
A, THAT FIGURE IS STILL 95

FAGF FIVE == STATE BRIEFING '
5. DO fOU HAVE A BACK=UP FIGURE OK THE PERSONNEL AL-S0
INVCLVED IN SOUTH VIETNAM AND IN THAILAND FOR THE SAME PROGRAM?
Ao WELL, IT 1S NOT MY INFORKATION THAT THERE ARE PEOPLE IN
THAJLAND RESPONSIBLE FOR THIS PROGRAM. THERE ARE == § HAVE
ALREADY ACKNOWLEDGED =< THERE 1S A BODY, A PART OF MACV ¥
5AYGON, THAT WILL WAVE THIS RESPONSIBILITY, THAT HAS BEEY
~ALLFD IN SAIGON AT MACV, “SPECIAL SUPPLY SYPPORT GROUP.™
new 11 18 THAT GROUP WHICH WAS COMPOSED FOR THE PURPOSY, CR AT
v ¥imf THAT THE UNITED STATFS DECIDED ON A MILITARY ASSISTANCE
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PROGRAM FOR CAMBODIA.

NOW, IT IS FROM THAT GROUP THAT THE SO=CALLFD MILITAR
EQUIPMENT DELIVERY TEAMS WILL BE DRAWN.

Q. BOB, I°D LIKE TO FOLLOW UP ON THIS EUESTION,

WHEN THE INQUIRY WAS MADE HERE IN THE LAST WEEK OR TWO AiLJUT
WHAT AMERICAN MILITARY PERSONNEL WERE OPERATING IN CAMBOL A,
OR WERE STATIONED IN CAMBODIA, THE ANSWFR ALWAYS STRESSEL

THE POINT THAT ALL THE MILITARY PERSONNEL THERE WERE UNDL: THE
U.S, EMBASSY.

NOW, WE HAVE REACHED A POINT AT WHICH MILITARY PERSONi:L
WHC ARE NOT UNDER THE U.S. EMBASSY WILL GO IN AS S00N AS TNE
ARRANGEMENTS ARE MADE, DOESN®T THIS CHANGE THE CHARACTEF OF
THE UoS. MILITARY ACTIVITY IN CAMBODIA?

PAGE SIX == STATE BRIEFING

A, NO, I SHOULDN’T THINK SO, PECAUSE THE CONGRESS, IV
APPROVING THE LEGISLATION WHICH PROVIDE3 FOR THE #{ILITARY
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM STIPULATED THAT THERE HAD TO BF A WATZH,
A MONITORING, OF THE U.S,=SUPPLIED FQUIPMENT. AND I DELIEVE IVW
HIS TESTIMONY, SECRETARY LAIRD SAID THAT THIS WOULD REQUIRE
THE USE OF == AND I BELIEVE HE CALLED THEM AT THAT TIME <> MILITARY
EQUIPMENT DELIVERY TEAMS. NOW, AS I SAY, IT 1S MY UNDERSTANDING
THAT AS AND WHEN THESE PECPLF. ARE REQUIRED TO 80 TO CAMBODIA,
IT WOULD BE ON A TEMPORARY RASIS == ARD I DON°T KNOW FOR WHAT
PERIODS OF TIME <= BUT THAT THEY WOULD BE DRAWN FROM THIS UNIT
1 HAVE IDENTIFIED WHICH IS PART OF MACV IN SAIGON.

9. HAVE THEY BEEN USED IN OTHER PLACES BY THAT NAME,
MILITARY EQUIPMENT DELIVERY TEAMS?

A, YES, I BELIEVE THAT THAT NOMENCLATURE HAS BEEW USED
IN OTHER COUNTRIES WHERE THE U.S, MAS HAD MoAoPo ASSISTANCE..so

@ WHAT YOU ARE SAYING, IN EFFECT THEN, IS THAT THESE
PEOPLE GOING OVER INTO CAMBODIA WILL NOT BE UNDER THE ORLERS
OF THE AMERICAN AMBASSADOR AND THE AMERICAN EMBASSY, AND THEREFORE
THE STATE DEPARTMENT WILL HAVE NO RESPONSIBILITY FOR THERM AND
CANNOT SPEAK FOR THEM, DOESN°T GIVE THEM ANY POLICY, THEY ARE RUM
PURELY OUT OF MACV AND ONLY THE PENTAGON CAN SPEAX FOR THEM.
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Ao AS A GENERAL MATTER, YES, THE MILITARY PEOPLE WOULL BE
RESPONSIBLE FOR IDENTIFYING THE TASKS THAT THEY ARE PERFORNING
AND WHERE THEY ARE PERFORMING THEMN, AND THIS IS NOT THE KIND OF
INFORMATION THAT I WOULD BE EXPECTED TO PROVIDE ON A
DAY=TO=DAY RASIS. NOW, WHEN YOU USE THE TERM “STATE DEPARTHMENT™,
NOT HAVING ANY ROLE HERE == I REALIZE YOU DIDN°T USE THE wORD
“ROLE™, BUT I TOOK THAT TO BE THE SENSE OF WHAT YOU WERE
SAYING ~= WE WOULD HAVE A ROLE CERTAIMLY IN KNOWING HOW MiNY WERE
THERE AND WHAT THEY WERE DOING AND THE GENERAL KIND OF CLGSE
INFORMATION AND CONSULTATICN AMONG OUR OWN FAMILY OF
AGENCIES HERE,

d, WELL, BOB, IS THE STATE DEPARTMENT PAYING IN EFFECT
FOR FUNDS OUT OF THE MILITARY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM FOR CAMBODIA
FOR THE TRAINING OF THE CAMBODIAN FORCES IN SOUTM VIETNAf AND
IN THAILAND? IS THAT COMING OUT OF STATE DEPARTMEAT
ADMINISTERED FUNDS?

Ac HOW DO YOU MEAN, "ATE DEPARTMENT ADMINISTER¥D
FUNDS? IS IT OUT OF THE STATE DEPARTMENT PUDGET?
THE ANSWER IS MN0oo00

Qo IS THE TRAINING OF CAMBODIAMS IN SOUTH VIETNAM ANL iIN
THAILAND COMING OUT OF THE RECENTLY APPROPRIATED MILITARY
AID FUNDS FOR CAMBODIA, OR IS THAT A SEPARATE AUTHORIZATICN?

Ao NOW, I WILL HAVE TO TAKE THAT QUESTION, AND I
UNDERSTAND IT BETTER THAN THE FIRST ROUNDo I DON®T KNOW PME
ANSWER TO THAT, THE QUESTION IS, AS I UNDERSTAND IT; THE
TRATINING OF CAMBODIANS IN THIRD COUNTRIES; IS THAT BEING
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PROVIDED, FUNDED, BY UsSo MONIES?

PAGE EIGHT == STATE BRIEFING

Q. 1S THAT BEING FUNDED BY UeSe MONIES?

A. THAT IS YOUR QUESTION.

8. AND I°D LIKE TO GO FROM THERE AND ASK == YOU DID
ALLUDE TO IT EARLIER == CAH THE STATE DEPARTMENT GIVE US
BREAKDOWNS ON THE NUMRERS OF CAMBODIANS INVOLVED AND THE HUMBERS
OF U.S. PERSONNEL TRAINING THEM IN BOTH COUNTRIES?

a. THERE, 1 THINK, THAT IS BETTER AND PROPER QUESTIO"
FOR THE DEFENSE DEPARTMENT.

8. WELL, THIS IS THE REASON I AM ASKING ==

A. 1 MEAN, WE DON°T HAVE FOREIGN SERVICE OFFICERS
TRAINING CAMBODIANS,

8. WELL, THIS IS WHY 1 AM ASKING THE OTHER QUESTIONS
FOR A BASIS, BECAUSE WE FIUD THAT WE HAVE ASEN SATTED BACK AND
FORTH FROM ONE DEPARTMENT TO ANOTHER ON THESE QUESTIONS ROW FOR
THREE WEEKS$ WHEN WE GO TO DEFENSE DEPARTMENT, THEY SAY, 10,
THAT IS A STATE DEPARTMENT AUTHORIZED PROGRAM, AND THEY
ARE RESPONSIVE TO IT, THE WHOLE CAMBODIAN OPERATION, SO THAT IS
WHY T WAS ORIGINALLY ASKING THESE FUNDAMENTAL QUESTIONS T TRY
10 SEE WHERE THE RESPONSIEILITY LIES IN POLICY=MAKING, SC
THAT WE CAN ESTABLISH ON SOME DAY=-TO=DAY BASIS WHICH
DEPARTMENT IS SUPPOSEDLY RESPONSIBLE FOR EXPLAINING WHAT
THE POLICY 1S,

A. WELL, I THOUGHT I ANSWERED THAT ABOUT FIVE MINUTES AGO.

PAGE NINE == STATE BRIEFING

Q. BOE, MR, FRIEDHEIM YESTERDAY, SFEMS TO HAVE LEFT
IHE DOOR OPEN ON WHAT SEEMS TO BE A POLICY ISSUE, THAT i3,
WOULD “TRAINERS® AND TRAINERS OF CAMEODIAN PERSONNEL,

BF PERMITTED UNDER THE AEGIS OF THE WORD ~ADVISORS?®

WHAT 1S THE STATE DEPARTMENT®S VIEW ON THAT?

A. INSTRUCTORS?

Q. INSTRUCTORS, YES, BUT THEY CALL THEM "TRAINERS™ RATHER
THAN ADVISORS.

IS THAT POSSIBLE, THE WAY YOU INTERPRET 1T?

A. WELL, THAT WAS TWE FIRST OQUESTION I WAS ASKED, HERL,
AND 1 SAID THAT 1 DON°T KNOW THAT I COULD ANSWER THAT,

10 THE EXTENT THAT THE QUESTION IS ADDRESSED TO THE S51:TE
DEPARTMENT ON POLICY, THE POLICY IS VERY CLEAR AND IT°S FiT IN
THE LEGISLATION: “GROUND COMBAT FORCES AND ADVISORS ARE
PRONIBITED.” .

. 1S THMERE A TEXTBOOK DEFINITION OF ADVISOR o= I MEAM,
SOMETHING OUT OF AN ARMY MANUAL? SOMETHING THAT DEFINES
ADVISOR SO THAT ANYBODY WHO DOES NOT CONFORM PRECISELY TC THAT
DEFINITION, WOULD MOT BE AN ADVISOR?

A« NO, NOT THAT I KNOW OF.

A, WELL LET ME ASK YOU ANOTHER KIND OF POLICY QUESTICH HERE:

1S IT THE DEPARTMENT®S VIEW, OR UNDERSTANDING, THAT Tiii AIR
SUPPORT WHICH WAS PROVIDED TO THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE FORCES IN
CAMBODIA TO MELP CLEAR HIGHWAY 4 THAT THIS WAS CARRIED FLUWARD
WITHOUT ANY CHANGE IN EXISTING POLICY?

A. MO COMMENTeoeo
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A, BOB, DOES THE DEPARTMENT ESSENTIALLY READ THE INTE"T
OF COOPEReCHURCH TO KEEP AMERICANS OUT OF GROUND COMBAT
I8 CAMBODIA == THEREFOREg WHEN 1T CONSIDERS FROM £ POLIC
STANDPOINT, THE ASSIGNMENT OF ANY AMERICANS 1IN CAFBODIA -
THAT IS THE PRIHNCIPAL OBJECTIVE OF WHATEYVER THEY AFE DOIV
TG EEEP THEM OUY OF GROUND COMBAT?




Ae YES,

Qs BOB; DO YOu know WHETHER THE EOUIPMENT DELiV: # tFpy
WHICH WOULD GO 1N CAMBODIA, WILL CARRY THEIR CWN ARp s
AND UNDER WHAT INSTRUCTION THEY wouLD BE ALLOWED TO0 :F THEM?

Ao I DO NOT, THaAT WAS ASYED A FEW MINUTES AGG,

I DG NOT KNOW THE ANSWER TO THAT,

Q. BOB,; YOU salp THAY THF NGMENCLATURE OF MILITA
EQUIPMENT DEL IVERY TEAMS #4S BEEN .USED BEFORE, HAS -~ u&
NOMENCLATURE " Map ADVISOR® ALSO PEEY USED IN CONNECT: °H WITH
THIS KIND OF THING?

A.  “MAP ADVISOR?*

Qs MILITARY ASSISTANCE PROGR M ADVISOR., OR MILIY:RY
EQUIPMENT DELIVRERY ADVISORS?

Ac  WELL, THE WORD “ADVISOR™ HAS BEEN USEDy YES OF COURSE
BEFORE IN VIETNAM,

Q@ IN CONNECTION WITH THIS FARTICULAR FUNCTION, THE
DEL IVERY TEAMS?

Ao NOy ARD THAT IS THF REASON FOR IHE PRECISE WOR:ING

Q. OB, YOU SAID IN RESPONSE To MY EARLIER QUESTION THAT Twg
PRINCIPAL OBJECTIVE OF THE DEPARTMENT WAS TO KEEP AMFRIcAN
FERSONNEL OUT OF GROUND COMBAY, AS Yoy DESCRIBED THE

ING

Ae NOW LET°S BE CLEAR. 1 THOUGHT YOU SAID THAT TkE
PRINCIPAL OBJECTIVE OF THE CONPER<CKIRCH AMENDMENT wAS TO
RESTRICT THE UNITED STATES FRoM A GROUND COMPAT ROLE IN camMBOD!A,
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SopiiAT == AND WAS THAT TYE DEPARTMENT®s INTERPRETATION
OF COOPERe CHURCH?

Ac  AND MY ANSWER WaAS, “YE3e® 00

O pie ! TALKING ABOUT'THE INSTRUCTOR wHo IS == OR THOSE WHo
ARE CHECKING ON HOW THE CAMBODIANG. wap USING OUR EQUIPMENT o
THOSE WHO 4RE COMING OUT OF Macy. srin SAINON,

YOU DESCRIBED THE SITUATION \HERE Tifh. ARE NOT UNDER 7HE
JURISDICTION OF THE AMERICAN AMBASSLDoL IN PHNOM PENM,
JOW IMEN, CAN THE DEPARTMENT CARRY Ous on A POLICY WAY THER
OBJECTIVE TO KEEP AMERICANS OUT OF oOnpor IN CAMBODIA?

DO YOU HAVE CONTROL OVER THEM, of Nors |

*ag"ElLa I DONCT KNOW MOV To ANSWER. THaT OTHER THAN T0O say
JUAT AS 1 ACKNOWLEDGED, MY UHDERSTANGLNG IS THAT THESE FropLp
WOULD NOT BE ASSIGNED fo THE U g MISSION IN CAMBODIA,
WHICH THE AMERICAN AMBASSADOR GONTROLS. |

NOW OBVIOUSLY, THE AMERICAN AMBASSISOR HAS SOME ROLE ¥
WHATEVER UeSe ACTIVITY IS CARRIFD Ut oo CAMRODIA =o
WHETHER IT COMES ON A TEMPORARY yov BASIS FROM ANOTMER
TOUNTRY, OR FROM THE UNITED STATES. oo . DONT WANT TO LEAVE
THE IMPRESSION THAT THE AMBASSADOR M NOT HAVE SOME ROLE MERE,
1¥as TRYING TO DISTINGUISH ON THE Baof. OF MY UNDERSTANDING,
THAT THESE PEOPLE WOULD NOT BE ASSIGRLh to THE UoS. MISSICH, AS A'E
THE OTHER, UP 10 95, WNO MaY PE TRenp:

APPROPRIATED PURSUANT TO THIS, OR ANY OTHER ACT, MAY BE usip
TO FINANCE THE INTRODUCTION oF UNITED STATES GROUND CoMBAY
TROOPS INTO CAMBODIA OR TO PROVIDE UNITED STATES ADVISORS
T0 OR FOR cAMBODIAN MILITARY FORCES IN CAMBODIA,

NOW TO MY KNOWLEDGE, AND I°VE BEEN SAYING THIS OVER AND
OVER HERE, THMIS LANGUAGE IS VERY CLEARLY BEFORE ALL OF THos/
WHO HAVE POLICY RESPONSIBILITIES IN THE GOVERNMENT AND NOT M/ NG
THAT 1S BEING DONE o= AGINy ACCORDING TO MY KNOWLEDGE «= HA!:
ABRIDGED THE RESTRICTIONS HERE LAID powN,

8, BUT THERE COULD BE PROPOSALS Fon ACTION ON WHICH THrax
MIGHT BE SOME DIFFERENCE AS TO THE INTERPRETATION oF TYRSE
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RESTRICTIONS, THERE COULD BE QUESTIONS ABOUT THE DEFINING

OF "ADVISORS™ OR OTHERS == AND MY QUESTIOW
HERE IS ==

A. I WOULD TAKE THAT FROM YOUR QUESTIONS OVER THE LAST
WEEK OR TEN DAYS,

na RIGHT.

IN DETERMINING WHETHER INSTRUCTORS OR TRAINERS OR CHECKETS,
GO FROM MACV INTO CAMBODIA =« DOES THE DEFENSE DEPARTMENT NAKE IT5
OWN DEFINITIONS, OR DOES IT CONSULT WITH THE STATE DEPARTMEHNT?

Ao IT HAS CONSULTED WITH THE STATE DEPARTMENT,.

Q. IT HAS CONSULTED WITH THE STATE DEPARTHMENT?

A. HERE IN WASHINGTON, AND IN SAIGON WITH THE STATE
DEPARTMENT REPRESENTATIVES,

PAGE THIRTEEN o= STATE RRIEFING

Q. BOB, WHEN YOU READ THAT CITATIOM FRON COOPER=CHIRCH
DID YOU SAYs NONE OF THE FUNDS MAY BE USED TO FINAMCE
INTRODUCT ION OF U.S. GROUND COMBAT FORCES?

A. GROUND COMBAT TROOPS,.

0. DIDN°T YOU SAY EARLIER THAT IT MADE NO DISTINCTION BETHEN
AIR AND GROUND? THIS SEEMS TO MAKE A DISTINCTION.

As ADVISORS, THE QUESTION WAS “ADVISORS,."

Q. BOB, ARE THERE INSTRUCTIONS THAT G0 WITH THESE
MILITARY EQUIPMENT DELIVERY TEAMS THAT YOU ARE AWARE OF, AS
TO WHAT TO DO IF THEY COME UNDER FIRE == IF THEY°RE AMBUSHED?

Ao WELL NOT THAT I°M AWARE OF. BUT I WOULD ASSUME
THAT THERE WOULD BE STANDING INSTRUCTIONS THAT THESE PEOPLE
WOULD CARRY, WHICH WOULD GUIDE THEM AS THEY CARRY OUT THEIR
RESPONSIBILITIES,

NOW LOOX, NOBODY, SOLDIER OR NOT, IS GOIKG TO SIT LIKE
A TRANSFIXED RABBIT IF SOMEEODY IS *AKING DEAD AIM ON THEM.
SO 1 THINK THERE®S A REALITY TO THIS.

Q. AND PART OF THE REALITY IS THE DISTINCTION THAT
WE°RE TRYING TO MAKE BETWEEN THE TROOPS THAT COULD PECOME
INVOLVED IN COMBAT AND THOSE THAT ARE THERE STRICTILY AS A
TRAINER, INSTRUCTOR, OR ANY OTHER WORDS YYQU WANT TO USE ==
AND CONDITIONS UNDER WHICH THOSE ADVISORS OR INSTRUCTORS COuLD
BECOME INVOLVED IN COMBAT,

K A. ALL RIGHT, YOU XNOW, 1 ACCEPT THAT AND I°M TRYING
TO ANSWER YOUR QUESTIONS AS CREDIBLY AS I POSSIPLY CAN,

PAG E FOURTEEN == STATE BRIEFING

Q. IF THE PENTAGON DECIDES THAT THERE 1S TO 2% A NEW CATEGORY ==
WHETHER YOU WANT TO CALL IT "INSTRUCTORS™ OR "TRAINFRS" OR
ANYTHING ELSE == WOULDN°T THE PENTAGON I® THE COURSE OF ITS
DAY=TO=DAY OPERATIONS, CONSULT WITH THE STATE DEPARTMENT AND
GET ITS VIEWS AS TO WHETHER OR NOT THIS FALLS WITHIN
WHATEVER RESTRICTIONS MAVE BEEN LAID DOWN 1IN THE LAW?

A. YES, AND TO THE EXTENT THAT THESE PEOPLE WMO WILL BT
ASSIGNED OUT OF MACV IN SAIGON ARE CONCERNED, THAT HAS BIEN
SOMETHING THAT HAS BEEN AGREED UPON BY BOTH STATE AND DEFENST.

0. BUT IN THE COURSE OF THIS CONSULTATION HAS THERE PEE"

ANY DISCUSSION AS TO A CATEGORY TO BE CALLED "TRAINERS™ OR
= INSTRUCTORS?" AND WITH THE DISTINCTION BETWEFRM THEM AND
*ADVISORS?"

Ao NO, NOT THAT I KNOW OFcocoe

Q. HAS THERE BEEN NO DISCUSS1O" == ARE THERE SOMETHING
CALLED == SOMETHING APART FROM “ADVISORS?”

HAS STATE DEPARTMENT BEEN ASKED AT ALL ABOUT THE USE OF
PERSONNEL CALLED "TRAINERS™ " INSTRUCTORS™ “AIRBORNE
~OORDINATORS™ == HAS THE STATE DEPARTMENT PARTICIPATED IN
ANY OF THE DISCUSSIONS WITH THE DEFENSE DEPARTMENT ABOUT THi:
TERMINOLOGY?
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%°  HOT ABOUT THIS SPECIFIC TERMINOLOGY == BUT TO THE
EXTENT THAT U.So AIR WAS USED IN SUPPORT OF THE ARVN EFFCRT
ON ROUTE 4, YES, THE STATE DEPARTMENT WAS FULLY CONSULTED
AS THAT WENT ALONG, AND WAS INTRODUCED.

PAGE FIFTEEN == STATE BRIEFING

0. IN OTHER WORDS, IF THERE 1S ANY ONGOING USE OF
PERSONNEL CALLED TRAINERS OR INSTRUCTORS, THE STATE
DEPARTMENT IS UHAWARE OF IT?

AO ?Ese..o

0, BOB, YOU SAID EARLIER THAT NO ONE 1S GOING TO STAND
STILL, TRANSFIXED LIKE A RAREIT, UNDER FIRE, THSN WHAT
IS THE DEPARTMENT®S POLICY I% CANMBODIA IN SUCH A SITUATION,
IF ONE OF TME MEMBERS OF THIS TEAM 1S FIRED UPON? ARE THEY
THEN, UNDER POLICY, PERMITTED TO FIRE BACK?

A, 1 DON°T KNOW THAT ANY POLICY LINES HAVE BEEN LAID
DOWN IN THIS COUNTEXT. TO #Y XNOWLEDGE =« FIRST OF ALL ,
1 CANNGT CONFIRM THAT ANY OF THESE PEOPLE HAVE GONE THERE YETS
I°VE ALREADY SAID THAT., BUT 1 THINK COMMOM SENSE 1S SIMPLY THAT,
WHEREVER YOU ARE, YOU HAVE A RIGHT TO DEFEND YOURSELF o=
THE SAME AS YOU DO ON YOUR CITY SIREETS, HOW, 1 THINK IT°S
COMMONASENSE AS THAT.

2., BOB, THERE WAS A REFERENCE HERE TO 320 PERSONNEL.
WHEN I SAW IT IN THE PAPER THIS MORNING, I THOUGHT IT WAS A
TYPOGRAPHICAL ERROR, IS THAT CORRECT? ARE THERE 308 PERSOUNEL
BEING PREPARED IN THE MACV SPECIAL BACKUP OPERATION?

A. NO. TO MY XNOWLEDGE, THE FIGURE WON°T GO ANYWHERE
NEAR THAT == NOWHERE NEAR THATecoe
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Qs BOB, WHEN DEFENSE SECRETARY LAIRD SPOXE TEFORE THE
SENATE FOREIGN RELATIONS COMMITTEE, IN TALKING ABOUT THIS
MILITARY EQUIPMENT DELIVERY SETUP, HE SAID THAT THIS WAS
REQUIRED, MAINLY == CR, AT LEAST, PARTLY =~ TO KEEP THE
GOVERNMENT ACCONUNTING OFFICE HAPPY, SO THAT THE GOVERNMENT
ACCOUNTING OFFICE WOULD KNOW EXACTLY HOW MUCH EQUIPMENT WAS
BEING SENT THERE AND WMERE IT WAS, NOW; APPARENILY, HE ==
NEVER AT ANY TIME THAT I CAN REMEMBER, NOR DID SECRETARY
ROGERS == SPEAK OF THE NECESSITY FOR ANY KIND OF TRAINING,
INSTRUCTORS, OR ANY CATEGORM OF THAT KI#D, AM I INCORRECT T
RECALL ING THAT?

Ao WELL, SO FAR AS THE SECRETARY OF STATE IS
CONCERNED, YOU ARE CORRECT. HE DID NOT DISCUSS THIS. I AN
AWARE, IN GENERAL, OF WHAT THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE SAIDs
AND THE ACCOUNTABILITY TO THE GAO IS AY IMPORTANT CONSIDERATION
HERE, PBUT THE USE OF WORDS LIXE “TRAINERS™ AND
= INSTRUCTORS™ I HAVE NOT MYSELF BEEN AWARE OF,

@, MRe LAIRD SPECIFICALLY SAID NO ADVISORS OR TRAINERS
IN CAMBODIA, BEFORE THE SENATE FOREIGH RELATIONS COMMITTEE.
WAVE COMPARABLE WORDS BEEN USED BY THE SECRETARY TO "TRAINERYB

A. NO == WELL, NOT TO MY XNOWLEDGE, BUT 1 WANT TO BE
CLEAR OMN THE INTENT OF THE QUESTICY.

?AGE SEVENTEEN == STATE BRIEFIHC

Q. HE, IN RESPONSE TO A QUESTION BY AIKEN == THE
SECRETARY OF DEFENSE SAID THERE WOULD BE NO ADVISORS OR TRA{“ERSe
UF SEEMED TO RULE iIT OUT, I°M JUST WONDERING IF THE SECRET«®Y
aF STATE 1S TAKING THE SAME POSITION FOR ADVISORS OR TRAIMER .

A. NO o I DON°T REMEMBER THE SECRETARY MAKING ANY REF1«7D
2157INCTION, BEYOND GROUND COMBAT FORCES, TO EXTEND !T 10
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8. BOB, THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE AT HIS NEWS CONFERENCE
LAST WEEK SAID THAT THE LANGUAGE APPROVED BY THE CONGRESS
wOULD NOT BAR THE INTRODUCTION OF A MILITARY FIELD HOSPITAL,
IF NECESSARY, OR, FR EXAMPLE, A COMMUNICATIONS UNIT ON THE
GROUND, IS THAT THE STATE DEPARTMENT®S INTERPRETATION T00?

HE WENT ON TO SAY THAT THERE WERE NO PRESENT PLANS FOR IT.

o I°M QUITE == YES, I REALIZE WHAT HE SAID. AND THERE IS
NO LANGUAGE IN THE LEGISLATION TO THAT SPECIFIC EFFECT.

S0 I WOULDN'T QUARREL WITH IT, (END EXCERPIS) ITEM
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