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19 anOI sumably in the mountainous 
area around Pleiku and Kon­

_ I tum, where the borders of 
I South Vietnam, Laos and 

Orf 
· ,Cambodia meet. 

enslve ! Two F>outh ~ietnamese fire 
support bases neaf' Kontum 
were'the targets last spring of 

Expected 
Push Foreseen 
Before Nixon 

Washington Post Foreign Service 

SAIGON, Jan. 3 - The 
buildup of Communist sEE:. 
pliesin--Soutil-Vietiiam's 
C en t r a f HIghlands has 
reached· "hisiiitic';--propor­
Hons and may indicate a 
major offensive early this 
year senior II S miJjtary, 
sources said today. 

According to intelligence re­
ports, the sources said North 
Vietnam is gearing ~p for 
large-scale military action in 
the first months of 1972 in an 
effort to make a political im­
pact in the United States­
perhaps before President 
Nixon leaves for Peking in 
February. 

one said 
an interview. "He's in a 

frame of mind to make a push, 
and that's what we're going to 
see." 

The sources said the mili­
tary supplies brought down 
the Ho Chi Minh Trail from 
North Vietnam over the past 
few months. were already in 
place before last week's U.S. 
bombing raids on. supply de­
pots above the Demilitarized 
Zone. 

furious assaults by the North 
Vietnamese, who were· re­
pulsed in several weeks of 
bloody fighting. 

South Vietnamese troops in 
the Highlands were placed on 
alert last week, following re­
ports that two North Vietnam­
ese divisions were moving into 
position to the west of Pleiku, 
across the border in Laos and 
Cambodia. 

Two brigades of South Viet­
nam's airborne division, which 
has been assigned to opera­

i tions in Cambodia, were to be 
reassigned soon to the Pleiku 
area, it was disclosed here. 

SUBl. 

Control of the Highlands! Last week's bombing raids, 
has been a comm. unist goal \the ~ources said, ,~e~tl,oyed 
since the war against the supphes that were frurl} far 
French. Iback in the pipeliue"-in 

In J:h~ ,past, N !l,rth Vi~tnam- other words, dest~ned for use 
ese S!r.~.t~gists h~.ve_ ,olJ,gh_t. un· \ several ~onths from nu~. in ' 

s\!,':"~'~S.f\ll!r \t«()~~_':l~ South, ~_i.:t- i~~~!~ VIetnam, CambodIa or 

~~!i~~~I~~~ie~as~t i In discussing the cont!nuing 
I fighting on the Plain of Jars 
! and the surrounding area in 
'Laos, the sources sald this 
,year's Communist dri\Tp there 

; ;:;T-:'~:'i~:: "has a different comple~ion 
;- !from anything they're ever, 

I 
~ lietcong. 

Whether this ·can be arcam· 
)lished under the existing urn­
)rella of American air power 

:done in the past." 
~ --i"~.~, .. ~-,-: Go1l\lllllIllsi.regi· 

CQlJllPit,~d to 
sources said. 

s open to question, but there ;., ::tlk~~;;~~~ct~~~ 
tS no doubt that Amt:rican i' 
commanders are concerned at 
the possibility of a Highlands 
offensive. 

If ,sHCh a drive is launched. 
it will be up to the Soutn Viet­
namese to stop it on the 
ground by tbemselvf:S, for 
thE;rc are DO American troops 
reIJ1aining in the Secord. Mili­
tarY Region encomrassing 
the H$JIlands. 

American military sources 
said today there was also a 
good 'chance of an al:tac'k on 
South Vietnamese for('~" just 
south of the Dem~litaized 
Zone in the next month or so, 
but that the highlands offen· 
sive seemed even more Jikely. 

, sources 
l pooh-poohed President Thieu's 
: oft-repeated contentio!l that 
; 1973, not this year. will be the 
year of South Viefnam'f:: -major 
military test against the North 
Vietnamese. 

"No it's this year 
they'll .make the big push," I 
one officer said. "Tllerp's no 
question about it in my mind. 
, "They want the war back on 
the front pages, if not hefore 
Nixon goes i to, China then 

'right in the middle of our 
presidential election cam­
paign. and they think this is I 
the, way to do ie' 


