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SAIGON, Jan. 3 — The
buildup of Communist sup-
plies in South Vietnam’s
Central Highlands has
reached “historic’” propor-

“tions and may indicate a

maio nsive early this

Swwda)f-
According to intelligence re-
pgrts, the sources said, North
Vietnam is gearing up for
large-scale military action in
the first months of 1972 in an
effort to make a political im-
pact in the United States—
pgrhaps before  President
Nixon leaves for Peking in

- February.

““The enemy has never stock-
piled as much stuff up there

(in_the Highl “he has
;y;m.“ one general officer said
in an interview, “He’s in a
frame of mind to make a push,
and that’s what we're going to
see.”

The sources said the mili-
tary supplies brought down
the Ho Chi Minh Trail from
North Vietnam over the past
few months were already in
place before last week’'s U.S.
bombing raids on. supply de-
pots above the Demilitarized
Zone,

sumably in the mountainous
| area around Pleiku and Kon-
'tum, where the borders of
'South Vietnam, Laos and
;Cambodia meet.

| Two South Vietnamese fire
support bases “near Kontum
were ‘the targets last spring of
furipus assaults by the North
Vietnamese, who were re-
pulsed in several weeks of
bloody fighting. .

South Vietnamese troops in
the Highlands were placed on
alert last week, following re-
ports that two North Vietnam-
ese divisions were moving into
position to the west of Pleiku,
across the border in Laos and
Cambodia,

Two brigades of South Viet-
{nam’s airborne division, which
has been assigned to opera-
tions in Cambodia, were to be
reassigned soon to the Pleiku
area, it was disclosed here.

TWNM.Sen-
tral Highlands have long been
. considered one of_South Viet-
na?_s_mﬂ,mu.uﬂahlﬂ-ﬁﬂs,
and__some . officials—smong
them John Paul Yanu, the sen

ior American in the area—

have been known to
tha e mese in
effect_apandon_them hy con-

céntratin ir forces in the
fﬂTcEIx settled Jowlands algng

the’coast to the east.

/

Control of the Highlands
has been a Communist goai
since the war against the
French, :

In the past, North Vietnam-
ese strategists have soughf un-
successfully to cut South Viet-
nam in half, driving east
through the Highlande down
io Binhdinh and Phuyen

provinces, Historieatly—areas
% favorable to Comiu-
nis% Eorces Tighting (he Trench
fidnowtavorable to the
{ /ietcong. '

Whether this-can be accom- !

slished under the existing um-
srella of American air power
s open to question, but there
is no doubt that American
commanders are concerned at
the possibility of a Highlands
offensive.

1f ive is launched,
it will be h tn Viet- .
pamese to_stop it on the
ground _by _themselves, for
thefe_are no American lroops
remaining | Mili-

tary Re gign—encomnassjng

the Highlands.
American military sources
said today there was 2lso 2

good ‘chance of an attack on

South Vietnamese forese just
south of the Demuitaized
Zone in the next month or go,

but that the highlands ofien- :

sive seemed evell more likely.
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| Last week's bombing raids,
the sources said, destroyed
supplies that were “fairly far
back in - the pipeline”—in
lothé’r words, destined for use
geveral months from now, in .
1South Vietnam, Cambodia or
|Laos.

I In discussing the continuing
fighting on the Plain of Jars
tand the surrounding area in
‘Laos, the sources said this
'year’s Communist drive there
i“has a different complexion
from anything they're ever:
;done in the past.”

Some nine Communist.regi-
.ments have been committed to
he Dattle, the sources said,
‘and_they .are.well. supplied
A ; : ks

w B
and big 130-mm. siege guns—
weapon g
ploved before in quantity..
T Fiean  scurces
i pooh-poched President Thieu’s
'oftrepeated - contentinn® that
111973, not this year, will be the
year of South Viefnam’s major
_military test against the North
Vietnamese.

“No - it's this Yyear that

they'll make the big push,‘w
one officer said. “There’s no.
question about it in my mind.
. “They want the war back on
the front pages, if not hefore
- Nixon goes/ to. China then
‘right in the middle of our
presidential  election - cam-
paign, -and they think this is
the way to do it.”




