\\‘6 ON VN BOMBING

WA&-IINGTON Tues ==
President Nixon warned
North Vietnam last night that
bombiflg raids would be res-
umed; if troop Iinfiltration
incregsed or if Hamoi hindered
reconnaissance missions wa-
tching movements -in the No-

Speaking in a nationwide
radio and television interview

the President said that al-
though he had hoped to see
the Vietnam war end during
his first two years in office
the US was now on the way
out of Vietnam “ina way which
will bring an honourable pe-
ace.”

He said that he was con-
vinced that “theSouth Viet-
namese will be able to hold

their own and defend them-
selves’’ in the event of a
communist attack after the
withdrawal of Americanforc=
es in 1972,

The President’s satisfac=
tion with his course in Viet-
nam was evident when he said
that most American combat’
forces would be brought ho-
me by next May.

But in -carefully measured
words, he declared that the
bombings would be conduc-
ted against “only those mi-
litary targets andonly if nece-
ssary.”’

Mr Nixon stated that he
was prepared to take part
in a summit meeting if he
thought it would 50 speed up
negotiations on  strategic
arms limitationor the Middle
East, but he added that if this
was not the case sucha me-
eting would serve onlyto give
a sense of false security.

US Secretary of Defence
Melvin Laird said today on
leaving for South Vietnam that
more US troop withdrawals
would be ammmced by May
1.

May 1 ia the dnte set by
President Nbwn — wder the
current schedule — for re-
ducing Ameriean strength
in South Vieitnam to 284,000,
There are now 335,000 US
troops in the war zone, — AP






