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RAIGON - "h~ SOl1lh 
Vietnam National Lihera­
tlon Front h,. ill.1 .ffecl­fI"" ~hifl ill jI-; jmsilinn nn 
",flh,lt .. ,\\ ,II lOr 1\ 1Ilt'1 it ;111 

tJ'ftf1tJ;·· 

It fh'IIPJI"d II:; 11:,1",1 til' 
mand for all AI11f'l'k;m for­
ces· to h~ out of VIE'tnam 
by June :lO, 1971. ann •• t 
no new nate. 

Since that ha~ hf'pn one 
of the two k('y i~:-;llP:'; <-II. 
the Paris talks, the mm" 
w.ill provide material for 
tl.,.., study hy Amel'ican 
diplomats. 

The N IY appeors to 
h a v e SOli g h t to avoirf 
drawing too much p1lblic 
attention to its :-:hift by re~ 
vealing It in stages and hy 
having different spokes­
men make the actual an­
nouncement s. Th~ front 
has used thi.' method he­
fore. 

Confirmation of the shi ft 
earne in the text of a 'New 
Year's hroadcast of greet· 
ings hy 1<'I\\"yf'1' l\;g'uycn 
Huu 1'110, thl:' f'h<.lirman of 
the !\L~' central Commit­
tee Presidium, which has 
just been received in futl 
bere. 

To Silence Guns 
Reiterating- the XLF"s 

position on the demand for 
withdrawal or Ameriran 
troops from South Viet­
nam, Tho said: 

Last Dec. 10, in addition­
.1 prep~red ITmarks to hel' 
prepared text at the 94th 
"'f'~sion of the Pill'i~ 1'00(!",1'­
rnn', 1\:11'!:. N~:II\"I'II Thi 
1111111, I hr dtl,'r Itl 1111' N I ,1'-
111'11',.;:11 '"11, 1·'~I)l',tlt·d 011' 
position that n'asp. - fire 
wouln follow after the 
United States declared Its 
tlecixion to wit.hdraw bv 
June 30. • 

The next step occurred a 
week later, on Dec. 17. 

, A fter the 95th session 
in Paris North Vietnam's 
("hief nelegate, Xu an Thu)" 
told neWFlmen that he(,ause 
of the obdurate stann of 
the American (Ie legation: 
'I, therefore, proposed that 
if the United States is not 
willing to accept .fune 30, 
1971, a. the date for final 
withdrawal of all its troops, 
then it should sUf(gest an­
other rea~onahle date." 

This moved the negoti­
ating procel<S to the point. 
of declaring th,It the ter­
minal date for withdrawal 
I. a negotiable issue. 

In the context of the 
confrontation between the 
American and North Viet­
nam .... vIew of the orillin 

01 1.11t! Well' 111 ':-"~111111 \11"'1-

nam. thi.<; rf"prrsent ... a nTil­
.I')" d·»,·eJopmf'ut. 

Hanni's ha~jc virw 1.~ 

thClt lh.t' l·nitcd sta1.(f· 
the a;!.L:rc~·"oy ill :--' 11h 
'~i('ln.1rn ,'],:,! mu~1 "" -

. fi!°aw it~ trn('li)~ III1('On ... 
tjon;lll~·. ~ .. 

A 
DATE 

Ai?! 

1'h~ Arnerktll1 vif'w or 
tht' war, on thr other hand, 
('onf\istently has h("f'1l that. 
American troops arc ill 
South' Vietnam at the re­
qt1£1st of the 1('::!;! 1 go\,("rn-
111"1'11 or ~ntllh \'irlnalll 

'I'll" Nhllll Adltlud-.ILI 
1 inn In:,1. Y"i!1" ::111'1'"1'1,'" d 

move in the lr.~. :""'·'Hltl"' III 
orff'<l:t. a prnpo~;J 1 1 h<lt 
would h.lve unil:ttf'l"i"tllv 
(\~t::lhlisherl a wi1hrlr<1\\!~l 
rlearlline for A m('rkan 
troops from SOll1h Viet­
nam. 

'T'hel'e \Va~: no informa­
tion 3\'ailrlhle l1('I"P as to 
whether Ih. Xf,'I:. mn­
cession on the tl'Ool) y,,rjth­
rirawal i~~lI~ i~ part of a 
hl'oaclel' negotiating mn\'f~ 
in Paris or rJ..;:rwhrrf' that 
coulrl he Hen in with 
mnvp~ on a poli1iC'(ll ~('tlle­
ment in Rnuth Vipl mml­
the other major issue un. 
der negotiation. 

Tho. :-IS rh;,il'm:111 or thp 
NLJ."t Central Commitl.<'C' 
outranks Mrs. THnh, 1'ht1~ 
hi~ \"t'rsion or Ow -;\; I Y 
stand on it~ troop withdra­
wal rh.>mand, lraving- n"~ 
any specific natE" as I he' 
neadline demand.rI, "an 
he considererf to tJP com­
pletely authoritative. ana­
Ivst. hent believe, 

"We will stop shooting at 
the U.S. troops and at the 
troops of Ih. pro - U.s. 
countries if the U.S. Admi­
nistration declares that all 
U.S. and foreign troops 
will be withrlrawn from 
South Vietnam." 

Tho thus omiU.rl the 
u~ual reference to thr 
June 30 withdrawal date 
that up to now has accom: 
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panied the re.tatement of 
this demand. More impor .. 
tant, in the dew of nhst'l'. 
,'ers, Tho dtrt not set a new 
dat •. 

Tho's ~tat('rnpnt. in fad, 
represents the final step in 
a staged retreat bv the 
NLF from its original de­
mand that all U.S. and 
foreign troops lea"e South 
Vietnam by "("xt Junp 30. 
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