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SAIGON — The Souih
Vietnam National Lihera-
tion Front has just effect-
e g shift in it= position on
withdrawal of  American
trimipa,

fu dropped s vinal de
mand for al! American for-
ced. to he nut of Vietnam
hy June 30, 1971, and =set
no new date,

Since that has been one
of the iwo key issues at
the Paris talks, the move
will provide material for
tloge study hy American
diplomats.

The NLF appears tn
have sought to aveid
drawing too much puhlic
attention to its shift by re-
vealing it in stages and hy
having different spokes-
men make the actual an-
nouncements. The front
has used this methotd he-
fore.

Confirmation of the shift
came in the text of a New
Year's hroadcast of grect-
Ings by lawver Npguyen
Huu Tho, the chairman of
the NLF central Commit-
tee Presidium, which has
just been received in full

ere.

To Silence Guns

Reiterating the NLF's
position on the demand for
withdrawal of American
troops from South Viet-
nam, Tho said:

"We will stop shooting at
tbe U.S. troops and at the
traops of the pro-U.S.

.tountries if the U.S, Admi-

nistration declares that all
US. and foreign troops
wiill be withdrawn from
South Vietnam."

Tho thus omitted the
tisual reference tn the
June 30 withdrawa! date,
that up to now has accom-
panied the restatement of
this demand, More impor-
tant, in the view of ohser-
vers, Tho did not set a new
date.

Tho's statement, in fact,
represents the final step in
a staged retreat hy the
NLF from its original de-
mand that all U.S. and
foreign troops leave South
Vietnam by next June 30.
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Last Dec. 10, in addition-
al prepared remarks to her
prepared text at the 9dth
session of the Pariz confer-
rnce. Meso Nprven Thi
Iiinty, the clidef of 1he NILB
detepilion,  repealed  the
position  that  cease - fire
would  follow  after the
United States declared its

decision to withdraw by

June 30,

The next step accurred a
week later, on Dee. 17.

After the 95th session
in Paris North Vietnam's
chief delegate, Xvan Thuy,
teld newsmen that because
of the obdurate stand of
the American delegation:
"1, therefore, proposed that
if the United States is not
willing to accept June 30,
1971, as the date for final
withdrawal of all its troops,
then it should suggest an-
other reasonable date.”

This moved the negoti-

ating process to the point .

of declaring that the ter-
minal date for withdrawal
iz a negotiable issue.

In the context of the
confrontation between the
American and North Viet-
namese view of the origin

O LI Wdr L S v Int-
nam, this represents a niha-
1o devalopinent.
Hamni's hasie view s
Cthat the Dnited Stale g
the ATEICrR0p i ~Alth
Vietnam sod muat wi
“draw its tronp: uneon
tionally,
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The Americar view of

“the war, on the other hand,

consistently has been that
American troops are in
South- Vietham at the re-
auest of ithe legal gnvern-
mrent af Soulh Vietnam

The Nison Athroinl-tra
Lo Iast yvesr sorppworted o
move in the UL, Henate ta
defeat A& proposal  that,
would  have unilaterallv
estahlished & withdrawal
deadline for American
troops from Sounth Viet-
nam,

There was:nn informa-
tion availahle here as tn
whether the NIz enn-
cesginn on the tronp with-
drawal issue is part of a
broader negntiating mnve
in Paris or elsewhere that
could Dbe tied in with
moves nn a political seftle-
ment in South Vietnam—
the other major issue un-
der negotiation,

Tho, as ehairman of the
NL.FE Central Commitice,
outranks Mrs. Rinh. Thus
his version of the NI
stand on its troop withera-
wal demand, leaving outs,
any specific date az (he
deadline demanded, can
be copgidered tn he eom-
pletely authoritative, ana-
lvsts here believe.
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