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Rogers Warns ot· Approaching 
'Critical Period' in Indochina 

Says Fall of Lon Nol Would Be 'Adverse' but Tha't 
U.S. Policy Is Not Survival of Cambodiln Regime 
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/IV ROBERT C" TOTH 
TI .... s .... wrttw •.• ;,. i 

W AlIHI KGTON ~ Secrptory tif 
State William P. Rnger., whii. oay­
illg there hall been no intenaUleaUon 
of til.: Jndochina eonn(et: warned 
t'rlday that'. very critiral period is 
about.·to ~nttll(J''' in thp re~ion. 

Rogers al .... lld that. although lhe 
lall or the Lon Nol regim~ would be 
In "adverse development." "our ob­
Jective i. not the survival of the 
"",omment of Cambodia.' 

Rogers .aid there was "no limit" 
til tbe URe of U.S. air power in the 
area to protect withdrawing Amer~ 
can (orre~ in Yietnam, 

A.ked at • press conferenre about 
cross-horder .trikes hy South Viet· 
namese into Lao!\ in gl'neral and 
whether ouch aclh'ity was anticipat­
ed in lhe near fulure, Rogers re­
plied: 

"We rio' not rule out the use of air 
power to !'upporL As.ian~ in any ef­
fort that the" make to fight a com­
mon enemy. There- i~ one pnf!'my ... 
in Indochina. That'. :\orlh Yieinam, 
and it i. im'ading Lans and Cambo­
dia and 1ioulh V,olnam. And the Asi­
ans are fighting that common ene­
my, and we,:re going to provide 
whatevet' air POWt'f is nece!=;:-;.ary to 
protect our men while we are with­
drawing from South Vietnam.' 

He insisted again that 'we couldn't 
change flhe policy of withdrawal) 
under any' condition!;." 

'The Administration h" no pre­
sent intention of .. king for any ad­
ditional legislativ~ authority" from 
Congress. Rogers said. 

The Administration Is harred by 
the sc>called Cooper.(,hurch amend­
ment from using U.S. ad",sers or 
ground combat trool"s in Cambodia. 

On'the Mideast, Roger. s.w en­
r.oura~ing signs Ihat the Arabs and 
Jsraeli~ ma.,·l)e I'roan\" fnr !=;t'l"teu.!I.Ji'" 
goCiations. He proposed an upgr4d­
InR of the cunent indirert peace 
talks and "pre"ed hope that the 
rease-fire deadline of ~·eh. S will be 
extenderl. 
Rog~ .. propn,rd 1 hat ... 1 her than ~ 

continue to exchange official p.per. 
via U.N, mediator Gunn .. V, Jar-

Los An,;lclcs Times 

ring. negotiations between. 
the two sides "should now 
take part on a more active 
basis, pos::;ibly over an ,ex­
tended period of time, with 
oral exchanges In privata 
sessions." 

Ecuador's seizure of U.s. 
fishing boats within its 
2()().mile territorial waters 
was viewed by Rogers in 
the "spirit of nationalism" 
and protection of the Latin 
American country's 
domestic fishing industry. 
He hoped for a practical 
solu.tion of the dispute, hut 
said U,S. acceptance of the 
2oo·mile limit would be 'a 
\'cry serious matter" for 
this country in other parts 
of the world. 

Helsinki Estimate 
Rogers declined to dis­

cuss in detail strategic 
arms limitation talks with 
the Soviet Union but said 
If Moscow wanted an 
agreement, it could be 
achieved. The recent Hel­
sinki phase of the talks 
were "somewhat unpro­
ductive,' he said, because 
Soviet n('gotiators were 
awaiting guidance from 
the Communist Partv Con­
gress to be held in ~1arch. 

The .\dministration's 
antiballistic mi .. i1e pro­
gram for the coming fI~cal 
year, he ,.id. had not yet 
been "finalized." A possib­
Je slowdown of work on 
four We,lern sites was be­
Ing explored, the Penta­
gon ha~ f'aiti. hut a new 
~itc to prolect Washington 
IS contemplated. 

The Indochina conflict 
doinlnaterl the press con­
ference. with Rogers being 
presser! to explain the Ad­
ministration's current po­
.Ition. ' 

'The United States is not 
fillhUn<: for the defense of 

A 

Camhodia,". he insisted, 
bllt to prevent Communist 
recaptllre of the former 
sancluaries on the South 
Yietnamese horder from 
which thIS en e m yea n 
again endanger Ameriean 
troops. 

At the same lime, he 
acknowledged 'a great si­
milarily' in U.S. and ('am-

, bodian objectives. "8 II t 
that gets to be semantiC's," 
he said. "Ob"iously "'.­
wOl1ld ronsider it an ad· 
,·er,. rlevelopment if C<m­
bodia fell ... "ut our oh· 
jertive is: not the sun'ival . 
of the government of Cam· 
bodia." 

Heiteraling thaI "lVe will 
not provide ground com­
bat forres or a(h'i;;:er~" for 
Cambodia, he described 
U.S. ariviscrs a~ "AmC'ri· 
cans sent with combat 
units Into combat environ­
ments to -Five advice on 
how to co\iduct combat.' 

Delivery Teams 
The military equipment 

delivery teams to go with 
the $200 million in milita­
ry aid authorized for Cam­
hodia. Ro):tcrs ~aid. "will 
h(' ei'~ential\\' ;Illdi'or.~" 
,,, ... ho will k('l('p inYcnlt)ric!' 
of the weapons as the I .. w 
requires. "It is conreinDle 
there rould ,he argument 
ahout definitions." he ad­
der!. 

The "very critical peri­
ort!! now coming, he ('x­
plaincd, arises becau:-,.e bv 
May 1 another 50,000 
American. will be with­
drawn from Vietnam, and 
the rest of the American 
fO"ce wiu be largely out of 
combat. And then the en· 
emy. because of the dry 
.oa,on, will obviously al· 
tempt to huild up the basp 
areas so that it ('<.In at tack 
us." . 




