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The 
inauguration of the Vietnamiz2.t:on program was the first implementation of 
the Guam Doctrine announce~ ':Jy Fresident Nixon at Guam. We had begun 
planning for the Vietnan::zatior:; program early in this Administration and 
our first reduction or .'_,_"_erican troops was announced at the Midway Confer­
ence in May of 1969. 

Since that time, the American grou!ld 2cITl:::;itment, the American combat 
commitment, has been going down, down and down in Vietnam. This Admin­
istration will not become bogged dow:, ie, a land war in Southeast Asia. We 
have not gone back and wanted to debate the decisions of the past, but we 
have faced up to where we must go i,-. :he future, and we have continued to 
make reductions in Arneo-ican rni::':a:cy :crces in Asia. By the end of this fiscal 
year, we will have reduced Arne,.:.:",,, r:,ilitary presence by 320,000 men and 
women in Asia. We will have ha.~ to.::'x L1..::rements of troop withdrawals an­
nounced and met as far as Vie~:-... 2.r ... '1. :...; concerned .. 




