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U.S. COMBAT FORCES IN VIETNAM TO DROP TO 45,08¢ IN MAY (15%)

_ WASHINGTON -< PRESIDENT NIXON SAYS THE NUMBER OF AMERICAM
TROOPS WITH DIRECT GROUND COMBAT RESPONSIRILITIES IN SOUTH
VIETNAM WILL DROP TO ABOUT 45,220 BY THE END OF MAY.

WHITE HOUSE PRESS SECRETARY RONALD ZIEGLER TOLD MNEWSMEN
FEBRUARY S THE PRESIDENT HAS BEEN INFORMING CONGRESSMEN == IN
BRIEFINGS ON U.S. SUPPORT FOR THE SOUTH VIFTNAMESE OPERATIONW
IN THE LAOTIAN PANHANDLE -« THERE WILL BE A "SUBSTANTIAL
REDUCTION™ IN THE NUMRER OF INFANTRYMEN WITH COMBAT ROLES,

WHEN MANPOWER LEVELS REACH 284,n07 BY MAY, lR. ZIEGLER SAID,
THERE WILL BE 48,008 TO 45,800 U.S. INFANTRYMEN LEFT WITH COMBAT
RESPONSIBILITIES, ALTHOUGH AN UMSPECIFIED HUMBER OF OTHER
INFANTRYMEN WILL BE USED TO SECURE THE RASES OF U.S. AIR AND
LOGISTICS PERSONWEL.

MR. ZIEGLER SAID THE PRESIDENT DOFES NOT PROJECT THE FORCE
LEVEL BEYOND THE MONTH OF MAY SINCE DECISIOMNS ON REDUCTIONS RELOW
THE 284,000 FIGURE ARE YET TO BE MADE. THE WMITE HOUST HAS SAID TH™
PRESIDENT WILL ANNOUNCE A FURTHER REDUCTIOM IM APRIL. ITEM
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