
· . 

U.S. COMBAT FORCES IN VIETNAM TO DROP TO 45,"01'! IN MAY (150) 

\~ASHINGTON -0 PRESIDENT NIXON SAYS THE NUMBER OF AMERICA') 
TROOPS WITH DIRECT GROUND COMBAT RESPONSIBILITIES IN SOUT~ 
VIETNAM WILL DROP TO ABOUT 45.000 BY THE END OF MAY. 

WHITE HOUSE PRESS SECRETARY RONALD ZIEGLER TOLD HEWSME'l 
FEBRUARY 9 THE PRESIDENT HAS BEEN INFORMING CONGRESSM!'J -- I'l 
BRIEFINGS ON U.S. SUPPORT FOR THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE OPERATIO~ 
IN TI-IE LAOTIAN PANHANDLE -- THERE ~.'ILL BE A "SURSTMJTIAL 
REDUCTION" IN THE NUMPER OF INFANTRYMEN ~.IITH COMBAT ROLES. 

WHEN MANPOWER LEVELS REACH 284, (1J(i!(1J BY MAY. r~R. Z IESLER SAID, 
THERE WILL BE 40.000 TO 45,000 U.S. INFANTRYMEN LHT WITH COr~BAT 
R!SPONSIBILITIES, ALTHOUGH AN U~!SPECIF'IED ttUMBER OF OTHER 
INFANTRYMEN WILL BE USED TO SECURE T~E ~ASRS OF U.S. AIR A~D 
LOGISTICS PERSONNEL. 

MR. ZIEGLER SAID THE PRESIDENT DOES NOT PROJECT THE FORCE 
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LEVEL BEYOND THE MONTH OF MAY SINCE DECISION;; O'~ REDUCTI01>JS PELON 
TI{E 2B4 .000 FIGURE ARE YF:T TO BE !':ADE. THE ~!~ITE HOUSV, HAS SAID n~ 
PRESIDENT WILL: ANNOUNCE A FURTHER REDUCTION n! APRIL. In:M 
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