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LAIRD STATEMENT TO ARMED SERVICES COMMITTEtS (EXCERPTS) 

WASHINGTON ~c FOLLOWING ARE EXCERPTS OF A STATEMENT BY 

SECRETARY OF DEFE~SE MELVIN R. LAI~D BEFORE THE SF-NATE AMD HOUSE 

ARMED SERVICES COMMITTEES FEBRUARY 91 

(BEGIN EXCERPTS) 

MR. CHAIRMAN AND MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE, 

TWO WEEKS AGO I APPEARED BEFORE CONGRESS TO RF.PORT ON MY 

RECENT TRIP TO PARIS. BANGKOK, SAIGON, AND PACIFIC COMMAND KEAD= 

QUARTERS IN HONOLULU AND TO GIVE YOU A GENERAL ASSESSMENT OF 

VIETNAMIZATION PROGRESS AND THE OVERALL SITUATIO~ IN INDOCHINA. 

! REPORTED AT THAT TIME THAT OUR INITIAL GOALS IN I"DOeHl~A 

HAD NOT CHANGED AND THAT THESE GOALS, IN ISsnSE, WF.RE AND REMAIIl 

THE FOL1.0W ING 1 

.~~ TO REDUCE AM1l:R1CAN CASUALTIES. 

~~ TO BEGIN AND CONTINUE THY. ~'nI-fDRA\t!AL OF AMERICANS FROM 

SOUTHEAST ASIA. 

== TO ACCELERATE Vn:TNAMIZATIO~ PROGRESS. 

·~~ro IMPLEMENT THE NIXO'" DoeTRI"'E IN ASIA. 

,~ MID TO MAINTAIN OUR OBLIGATIONS Af40 OUR INTF.RF.STS IN 

ASIA AS WF MOVE TOWARD PRESIDENT NIXON"S GOAL OF A GENERATIO~ 

t ALSO REPORTED THAT BY ANY MEASUR1':MENT OF OUR OVF~I\LL 

',CT (VrnES HI SOUTHEAST ASIA SINCE THE START OF VIEnAMIZATUP/? 

~~lf TH~'USI (iF AMERICAN AC!IVr'!Y His f'EE'l DOWN~J!\RD. 
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A!':ER! CA 111 COMBAT DEATHS ARE DOWN FROM PEAKS AS HIGII AS 500 

A WEEK IN 1968 TO AVERAGES BELOI~ 50 A WEEK. I 1"OULD REPEAT 

THAI AS SECRETARY OF DUEIiSE I CMJ~Ol AIiD WILL r~OT p-r SATISFIED 

UNTIL THERE ARE 1i0 AMERICAN COMPA! CASUALTH:S. I K~OW THAT EACH 

~lF:NBER OF PHS COMMITTEE SWARES THESE SEIiTIMENTS. 

Ai1ERICAtl AIR ATTACK SORTIES IN IIiDOCHINA DURUG 197111 WERE 

DOliI:', MORE THAN 50 PER CENT FRO~l PEAK 195R LEVELS, AND FURTHER 

CUTS ARR PLANNED FOR 1971. 

8Y !f,(IY. AMERICAN TROOP STRENGTH IN VIETNAM WILL HAVE BEEN 

REDUCED TO ALMOST HALF THE AUTHORIZED TROOP STRENGTH AT THE TIME 

! f':~CAI~F: SECRETARY OF DEFENSE. AS YOU KNOW, IW TI(IS SUMMF.R 

WE W),LL HAVE COMPLETED PHASE I OF VIF.TNAMIZATION IN WHIClo! THE 

RESP(HBIBILITY FOR GROUND COMBAT OPER{ITIONS ~IILL HAVE BEEN TUIHIF.D 

OVER TO THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE. 

~MERICAN BUDGET COSTS FOR SOUTHEAST ASIA WERE ALSO CUT 

APPROX!MATELY IN HALF FROM PEAK WAR COSTS IN 1968. IN SHORT, 

EVEH'(rHI~G ~}E HAVE DONE SIIiCE THF. START OF VIF.TNAMIZATION HAS 

BEE:l Alt1ED AT REVERSING THE PROCF.SS OF EVJ;;RoINCRF.ASIIlG AMERICI\'l 

INVOL VE~lE~lT IN SOtiTHEAST ASIA. 

VII'!:N VIF.:TNAMIZATlON SEGAN, MR. CHAIRMAN, THE ENEMY ENJOYEO 

UNHI NDERED ACCESS TO NUMEROUS SANCTUARIES ALONG THE VIETNAMESE 

130RDE'1 ROTH IN LAOS AND IN CAMElOD!A. THE SANCTUARIES GAVE TIlE ENEMY P. 

. TOLL o\~f1EF.~ROAD" FROM WHICH THEY 1 ~Fl.ICTED HEAVY CASUAL TIES ON 

AMEH1\;1\'1 ,~ND SOUTH VIET'II\MESE FORCES AND THE CIVILIAN POPULAiION 

IN "::'UTH VIETNAM. 

"HZ VIETNAMIZATION PROGRAM WAS BASF;O ON THE EXPECTATION T'11\1 

THF.:;E SA)ICTUARIES Mlr,HT CONTINUF. TO EE AVAILABl.E TO T~ EtlF.I~" FOR 

SEVF:RAL YEARS INTO THE FUTURE,. OUR £PFORTS TO HELP SOUTH VIETNAif, 

H1?ROVE ITS ARMED PORCES WERE INTIALLY RASED 0111 THAT ASSUM?nO~',. 

'"HEN TH~ ::rTUATIOtol IN CAMBODIA SUDDENLY CHANGFD LAST YF.AR t TUE'JE,·j 

GOVF:Rr-.lMENT 1'1 PHNO!1 PENH ~rAS DETERMINED AND ABLE TO REGU MILITMl'f 

1GTlViTIES ~GAINST THE HORTH VIETNAMESE I"1VADERS WHO HAD FOR SO 

1.0[',(· I)C:UP!I<:D AND COIHROl.LF::n THE SANCTUARY AREAS AST'lrDF. Ttm: 
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PROGRESS PI VIETNANIlATION IN THE PREVIOUS MONTHS, THE ARV'l 

I>IAS i.N A POSITION LAST APRIL •• 'ITH U.S. ASSISTANCE. 10 MOVE 1"1 

AND DISRUPT THE SANCTUARIES IN CAMPODIA. THE RESULTS 01' TI-lAT 

OPEflATION EXCEEDED OUR EXPECTATIONS AND PERMITTED MORl': RAPID 

PROGRESS HI V!EtNAMtZATION THAN WOULD OT~RWISE HAVE BEEN TI-lE 

CASE, 

Ml A RESULT, THE LEVEL 01' ENEMY ACTIVITY IN MILITARY REGIONS 

3 AND 4 OF SOUTH VIETNAM HAS BEEN GREATLY REDUCED, SIGNIFICA~T 

ADDITIONAL PROGRESS HAS BEEN MADE IN VIETNAMIZATION AND THE 

VIETNAMESE ARMED FORCES HAVE GAINF.D GREATLY IN CONFIDENCE AND 

OPERATIONAL CAPABILITY. IN ADDITION, THE LEVEL OF AMERICAN 

CASUALTIES HAS BEEN GREATLY REDUCF.D AS \oI'E CONT!..,UE TO BRING 

HOME THOUSANDS MORE AMERICANS. 

r. WANt TO REPEAT WHAT I HAVE TOLD THIS COMMITTEE AND THE 

AMERICAN PEOPLE MANY TIMES BEFORE THAT WE CANNOT E~PECT THE SOUil-l 

VIETNAMESE TO WIN EVERY F3ATTLE IN WHICH THF.Y BECOI'iE ENGAGF.D. 

THERE WILL UNDOUBTEDLY BE SOME SETBACKS AS VItT~AMIZATIO" 

PROGRESSES. 

WHEN I WAS IN SAIGON LAST MONTH, I CONFERRED AT LENGTH WITH 

PRESIDENT THIEU, AMBASSADOR P.UNKER, GENERAL AeRAMS, A~D OTHERS ASOUT 

THE SITUATION FACI NG ALL lED FORCES IN Tl-IE CUqRENT DRY SEASO~e 1.~~ 

AGREFD THAT THE MILITARY ASPECTS OF VIETNAMIZATION HAD PROGRESSED SO 

WELL THAT THE ARMED FORCES OF THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM (ARVN) NOW 

WERE CAPABLE OF CONDUCTING MULTI~CORPS OPERATIONS AGAINST 

ENEMY~OCCUPIED SANCTUARIES ALONG THE BORDERS OF SOUTII VIET'lA~lt 

WITHOUT U"S~ GROUND FORCF.S OR U.S. ADVISORS. 

OUR ASSESSMENT MADE CLEAR THE FACT THAT, AS A RESULT Of THE 

ADVANTAGES GAINED FOLLOWING LAST YEAR"S CAMBODIAN OPERATIONS, THE 

ENEMY WAS NO\~ EEING FORCED TO PLACE MUCM GREAT£R RELIANCE ON T\iE 

.. HO CHI MINH TRAIL" AND ITS RELATED SANCTUARY AREAS IN SOUtMF.R'~ I. AOS. 

IN OUR DISCUSSIONS, AMBASSADOR BUNKER, GENERAL ABRAMS, AND I AGRF.ED 

hlITH PRESIDENT THIEU AND OTHER SOUTH VIF.YNAMESE If.ADERS TliAT DPEI"lt.iHP1S 

:~GA!NST SANCTUARIES IN THE SOUTHERN LAOT1rIN PI\~\{ANnL": WOULD 

D01l'iRI3U!E, FROM TliElR POINT OF VIEbJ, TO THE SECURITY OF illfi: 

1r!"'.F" .. H; (ll" SOUTH \jn::T"'M1~ r.ND ['lOS! IM.i'O!HANYI.'(, FRO:'", nun !>O'))~" 'F' 
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vn::\J. WOIILD SAVE ADDITIONAL AMERICAN LIVES AND ENHANCE: THE 

!,ECIJ~ny OF THE REMAINING U.S. FORCES INSIDE SOUTH V1ETNAM A,m 

SET tHE STAGE FOR BRINGING HO~lE ADDITIONAL THOUSANDS OF AME!HCAI4S 

IN COMING MONTHS. 

UPON MY RETURN I REPORTED THIS TO THE PRE:SIDF.NT. IT WAS THE 

UNA~lMOUS CONCLUSION OF THE COMMANDER IN C~IF.F, THE SECRETARY OF 

STATE, AND MYSELf'" THAT WE SHOULD USE WHATEVER AIR PO~'ER IS 

NECESSARY 1'0 ASSIST THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE IN THEIR GROUIIlD 

OPERATIONS AGAINST SANCTUARY AREAS IN BOTH CAM~ODIA AIIlD LAOS t 

WHILE AT THE SAME TIME PRECLUDING THE USE OF AMERICA~ GROUND 

COMBAT TROOPS OR ADVISORS IN THESE OPERATIONS. 

~llTH RF.:GARD TO THE CURRF.NT OPERATIONS, MRe CHAIRMAN, 

PRESIDENT THIEU HAS STATED THAT OPERATIONl~MSON 719 ~ THE LAOTIAN -SANCTUARY OPERATIONS~= IS LIMITED IN TIME AS WELL AS IN SPACE. 

THE OBJECTIVE OF LAMSON 719 IS TO DISRUPT THE SUPPLY AND ... 
I NFIL TR ATIONS NETWORK OF TilE NORTH VIETNAMESE I "'SIDE SOUTHER'J 

• 
L~ W~ICH FOR MANY YEARS HAS BEEN OCCUPIED 9Y TilE COMMUNISTS 

AND USED TO LAUNCH ATTACKS AGAINST THE REPUPLIC OF VIETNAM. 

r/o,\ A MESSAGE TO HIS PEOPLE, PRESIDENT TIlIEU RF.CALlF.D THAT THE 

NORTH VlnNAMESE HAD OPENLY VIOLATED THE NEUTRALITY AND THE TERRnORY 

OF l.AOS AND fllATANTL Y VIOLAT£D THE 1962 GENEVA AGREEMENT. HE MADE 

IT CLEAR THAT THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM HAD NO TF.RRITORIAL AMBITIO~S 

WHATSOEVER ~IITIl REGARD TO LAOS AND THAT SOUTIl VIETNAMESE ARMED FORCES 

~JOULD WITHDRAW mOM LAOTIAN TERRITORY UPON COMPLETIOIf OF THESE 

OPEfI ATIONS. 

PRESIDENT THIEU STATED: 

"tHIS IS NOT AN ACT OF AGGRESSION OF THE REPUBLIC 

OF VIETNAM AGAINST THE FRIENDLY NATION OF LAOS, ON 

THE CONTRARY, THIS CONSTITUTES AN ACT DESIGNED TO 

STOP THE eOMMUNIST~NORTH VIETNAMESE FROM EXPANDING 

AND MAINTAINING THEIR AGGRESSION POTENTIAL." 

;Hl~ U.S. COMMAND IN SAIGO~I POINTED OllT AFTER PRF.SIDE"IT TIlIEU 

[lADr "!ts STATEMENT THAT MO U.So GROUND COMBAT FORCES OR ADVI~<O~~, 

','JOLlL) 13',: INVOLVED" THE u.s. COMMAND STl\n'D MOST F'Hl!1t Y PlAT "PE 
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U.S.,; WOULD PROVIDE WHATEVER AIR POWER IS REQUIRED TO SUPPLEME'lT TI{Ji: 

CAPABILITIES OF THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE AIR FORCE. THIS AIR POI4F.R \<lILt 

INCLUDE AIR COMBAT, AIR LOGISTICS, AND MEDICAL EVACUATIO~ SOIlTIES .,~ 

BOTH FIXED WING A~D HELICOPTER e 

THE DEPARTMENT OF DF.FENSE AND THE DEPARTME~T OF STATE HAVE 

SUBSEQUENTLY DISCUSSED THE OPERATION, POINTING OUT THAT OUR AIR 

SUPPORT IS BEING USED BECAUSE IT CONTRIBUTES TO THE SAFETY A'ID 

SECURITY OF AMERICAN MILITARY MEN IN SOUTH VIETNAM AS VIETNAMIZATIO~ 

CONTINUES AND AS WE CONTI~UE TO ~ITHDRAW ADDITIONAL FO~CES FROM 

V IEnJAM. 

I WOULD POINT OUT, MR. CHAIRMAN, THAT THERE ARE A TOTAL OF 

SOME 10~000 AMERICAN GROUND FORCF.S INVOLVED WITHIN SOUTH 

V.ETNAM IN CONNECTION WITH THE TWO CURRENT SOUTH VI£TIfAMESE 

OPERATIONS IN CAMBODIAN AND LAOTIAN SANCTUARIF.So UNDER THE 

PRESIDE~T'S ANNOUNCED PROGRAM, MORE THAN FIVE TIMES THIS NUMFER OF 

AMERICANS WILL BE BROUGHT HOME WITHIN THE NEXT 90 DAYS. 

MRo CHAIRMAN, THE PRESIDENT HAS INDICATED HE "'ILL HAVE AN 

AN~OUNCEMENT OF FURTHER TROOP WITHDRAWALS TO FOLLO~' THE MAY i Lr.VEL 

OF 284,000 SOMETIME IN APRIL. I WISH TO ASSURE THIS COMMITTtE 

THAT WE IN THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE ~ILL -- AS WE ~AVE IN F.VF.RY 

PREVIOUS INSTANCE Q~ MEET OR BEAT THE MAY I TROOP CF.ILING AND ANY 

FUTURE TROOP REDUCTION GOAL THE PRF.SIDEtn ESTABLISHES IN APRIL. 

rlEEDLESS TO SAY, MR. CJfAIqf>iAN, POTH WE AND THE REPUBLIC OF 

VIETNAM, WILL CONTINUE TO MAKE EVERY EFFORT TO ACHIEVE A NEGOTIATED 

SETTLEMENT IN PARIS. BUT UNTIL SUCH TIME AS T~ OTHER SIDE IS 

WILLING TO JOIN IN MEANINGFUL NEGOTIATIONS, WE WILL PRESS FORWARD 

WITH VIETNAMIZATION IN THE SAFEST AND MOST EFFECTIVE 'JAY POSSIBLE. 

,END TEXT) 
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