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SUMMARY OF U.S, FOREIGN AFFAIRS DEVELOPMENTS

Indochina

On April 1, in answer to a question on the television
program “Meet the Press," Secretary of Defense Elliot
Richardson said he could not give firm assurance that the
United States never would send military forces back into

_ Indochina nor that it never would bomb again in Worth or
South Vietnam. “We very much hope this will not be necessary."
Mr. Richardson said. "Our hope and expectation is that the
cease-fire agreements will be observed.”

Mr. Richardson said that without U.S. support it would
be very difficult for the Lon Nol Government in Cambodia to
gurvive "massive threats by well-armed, well-organized
guerilla forces which include forces from North Vietnam.®
The danger, he said, is the use of Cambodia "as a staging
area for attacks against South Vietnam."

Secretary Richardson added that any discussion of v.S.
activity in Cambodia “should be phrased in terms of the
effort to achjeve a cease-fire rather than to prevent a
communist takeover."

Oon April 3 and 4, in testimony before Congressional
committees, Secretary Richardson ruled out any possibility
of the United States sending ground combat forces into '
South Vietnam. He noted that North Vietnam continued to
infiltrate troops and supplies into South Vietnam and "if
they should move again the U.S. would have to consider the
re-introduction of air support.® He said South Vietnam could
defend itself against a new offensive by North Vietnam.



President Nhuyan Van Thieu of the Republic of Vietnam
conferred with President Nixon at the "Western White House"
in San Clemente, California, at the start of a U.S. tour.
President Nixon assured President Theiu "we stand by you" in
building peace. He pledged to provide South Vietnam “adequate
and substantial economic assistance.”

The two leaders viewed North Vietnamese infiltration with
concern and agreed that "actions which would threated the
basis of the Paris agreement would call for appropriately
vigorous reaction.” The two leaders also noted North
Vietnam's failure to carry out the provisions of Article 20
of the Paris agreement which calls for the withdrawal of
foreign forces from Laos and Cambodia.

A few days later communist forces in South Vietnam
launched an attack on a helicopter carrying members of the
International Control Commission. Nine persons were killed.
A U.S. State Department spokesman denounced this "totally
callous flouting of the peace agreement.”

On April 16, a White House spokesman said the United
States was concerned over the magnitude of North Vietnam's
violations of the Lao cease-fire. A request was received
from the Royal Lao Government that day for U.S. planes to
conduct air strikes over Laos.

In a note released by the State Department on April 24,
the U.S. State Department said more than 30,000 North Vietna-
mese troops had "continued moving through Laos and Cambodia
into South Vietnam" since the January 28 cease-fire and had
attacked South Vietnamese villages and military posts in
“unequivocal violation" of the cease-fire. The U.S. note
also accused North Vietnamese and Cambodian communists of
waging a “"total military offensive" in Cambodia and of using
tactics "to stall and obstruct truce observance teams."

On April 25 the White House announced that Dr. Ienry
Kissinger. President Nixon's Adviser for National Security
Affairs, and Hanoi negotiator Le Due Tho would meet in Paris
in mid-May to discuss the Vietnam cease-fire accord.



On April 30, Secretary of State William P. Rogers intro-
duced into the record of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee
a document entitled "Presidential Authority to Continue
United States Air Combat Operations in Cambodia."” He told
the committee that although developments had been disappointing
in the last few weeks, "the fighting in South Vietnam has
diminished to about its lowest point and the two sides are
discussing the political future of the area."

The Rogers Report on Foreign Policy

In his annual foreign policy message, presented to
Congress on April 17, the Secretary of State said that in
1973 the United States would be "initiating new negotiations
and developing new relationships which could determine the
political-economic structure of the world for the remainder
of this century."

Among the "still difficult problems and issues for the
future," Secretary Rogers cited:

-- "The implementation of the peace settlement in
Vietnam and the undertaking of an effecting program of re-
construction throughout Indochina.

-~ "The need to dampen down externally-supported insurgency
throughout Southeast Asia.

-- "The search for widening areas of cooperation and
agreement with the People's Republic of China.

-- "The necessity of working out more balanced economic
relationships with Japan.

-- "The presistent problems in many nations of East
Agia caused by poverty, overpopulation, underdevelopment,
corruption and subversion."

On April 24 in a speech to the Overseas Press Club,
Mr. Rogers said the United States would continue to play an
active world role. "To remain prosperous," he said, "the



U.S. must remain economically engaged with the rest of the
world. To build the stable and peaceful world we all want,
the U.S. must maintain its political and defense commitments."

In Asia, Mr. Rogers said, "The essential emphasis of U.S.
policy in building peace is to increase the responsibility
of Asian nations, small and large, to defend themselves."

Trade Reform Bill

Pregsident Nixon sent his proposed trade reform bill to
Congress on April 10. It was designed to provide all the
authority the President needs to respond to the trade and
other economic problems faced by the U.S. in the world today.
One of these is authority to reduce or increase import duty
levels as part of tariff negotiations; another responds to
the need for more effective relief from injurious imports, and
a third is designed to help the President cope more effectively
with unfair trade practices  and unfair competition confronting
American firms and workers. '

One section of the bill asks for authority to extend
most-favored-nation treatment to communist countries as part
of agreements aimed at normalizing trade with those countries.
If approved by Congress, the bill would fulfill a promise of
the U.5. Government to join with other industrial nations in
a system of tariff preferences for developing countries.

"New Atlantic Charter"

In an address to editors of the Associated Press on
April 23, Dr. Henry Kissinger said the U.S. is prepared to
contribute to a revitalized Atlantic partnership. This, he
said, would amount to a "new Atlantic charter" that would
create for the Atlantic nations a new relationship "in
whose progress Japan can share." He stressed that economic
disputes "must be ended and be replaced by a determined
commitment on both sides of the Atlantic to find cooperative
solutions.” :



PRC Liaison Office in U.S.

On April 17 an advance party of diplomats from Communist
China arrived in Washington to establish a PRC liaison office.
An advance team from the United States is already in Peking
to set up a counterpart office. The Chinese group was led by
Han Hsu, a former camselor of the Chinese Embassy in Moscow,
who will be the second-ranking official in the Chinese office.
The office will be headed by Huang Chen, former Ambassador
to France. A similar office in Peking will be headed by David
K.E. Bruce, former Ambassador to France, West Germany and the
United Kingdom.

Vigit of Lee Kuan Yew

After a White House meeting with visiting Singapore
Prime Minister Lee Kuan Yew, President Nixon said he had
told the Asian leader the U.S. "will continue to play an
active and constructive role in Asia and the Pacifie¢."
At a White House banquet, President Nixon called Prime
Minister Lee "a world statemen of the first rank."

Food for Peace

Dr. John Hannah, Administrator of the U.S. Agency for
International Development, recommended to Congress that "food
for peace"” donations and sales under public law 480 be
continued at present levels -- about $1,000 million ' °
annually -- for the next four years to help hungry people in
the developing nations.

0il Imports

On April 18, President Nixon announced that he was
lifting all tariffs and quotas on imported o0il -- replacing
them with import license fees -- and asking Congress to
increase fund for research and development of new energy
sources. He asked Americans to conserve energy to prevent
shortages of gasoline and fuel o©il in months to come.
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