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During November, Us3, strength in country increased from 3515600 to

362,000, Breakdown of ¥,S. strength by service at the end of November was:
Army 226,000; Marine Corps 62,0003 iir Forece 50 ;000; Navy/Coast Guard 24,000,

Other Free World strength renained about 52 000, Estimated enemy strength

in c0untry increased from 279,000 to nearly 280,000,

Known enemy personnel losses (based on partial retwmrns) were over

5,000 killed, over 750 captured and 2,505 Chicu Hoi returnces (a new high

for returnses), Impressive quantities of enemy food auppliea; munitions and
materlel were captured,

Extensive air support of major ground operations highlighted the air
activlity in the Republic. B-528 joined in support of ground operatlons to
& marked degree during the month,

In North Vietnam, weather was the major'factor and restricted the

number of missions flown on all but a few days,

GROUND OPERATIONS
4111ed foreces continued a pattern of operétions to find the enemy

and deatroy his forees, camps and materiel, and provide protection for the

population,

IIT MAF

Operation PRATRIE continued in Quang ®i Province with 74 enemy

killed and one captﬁred during the month,
1 FFV )
Operation THAYER II, a mﬁlti—brigade U.3. search and destroy
oéeration, was initiated 25 October in the area of northern Binh Dinh
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Erovincé.rrThe“;peration, conducted by the 1st Cav Div (i), by 31 Cotober |
had resulted in 118 enemy killed and .10 septured, 97 tons of rice and two
tons of other food stores, By 30 Novémbqr the operation hadrfesulted in
446 enemy kllled and 12 captured, Friendly casualties remain;d_light ay
the operation continued into December. _

Operation PAUL KEVERE 1V, a multi~brigade search and destroy and
survelllance operation, was initiated fS Bétober in Pleiku and Kontum

Provinces, The operation was eonducted by clemsnts of the 24 Bde 4th Inf

Divi.  3d Bde 25th Inf Divs and 24 Sde 1st Cav Div (aM). Dy 31 October -

the operation had &dcounted for 132 enemy killed and 37 captured, Ey 30

November results were 888 killed and 82 capturcds Friendly casualties

remained light as the operatien ecntinued into Decgmber.

Operatlion ADAMS, a multl-battalion U.S. search and destroy and rics
- harvest protection operation, was inltiated 26 O?tcber in Fhu Yen Province
by the 1st Bde ,4th Inf.Div. hs of 30 November the operation had rosulted in
70 enemy killed and 51 ecaptured, Frlendly casualties remained lirht as the
operation continued into December,

Operaticn MAENG HO  was initiated 23 September és a unilateral HOK
search énd déstroy operatioch to clear the lower Phu Cat Mountain Range In
Binh Dinh Province, Cumulative results as of 31 October were 1,127 enemy
killed and 499 captured, The operabion terminated 9 November with final
results of 1,161 encmy killed, 518 captured, 454 individual weapons, 43

crew served weapcns and 67 tens of rice captured,

Operation GERONIMO I was initiated 31 Octobef as a mulbli-battalion
U,S, .search and destroy operation in Phu Yen Province, The operation,
condueted by elements of the 1st Bde 101st &bn Div, as of 30 November had
resulted in 110 enemy killed, 74 captured, 98 individugl wzapons eaptured
and 26 crew served wecapons capﬁuréd. Friendly'caSualties remained light as

the operation continued into December,
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+ IT FFV
Operation ATTLELCKO developed heavy contaset in War Zone "CH early in
November, expanded rapidly into the largest U,S. operatich of the war in
terms‘d%”trboﬁs committed, and‘termin&tEd52h-Novemberrwith heavy enemy
o8ses and light friendly caSunItﬁés.

- The operetlﬁn, which began as @ TAOR operation-by the 196th*Lt Inf
Bde, produced no significant cuntact untll the latter-part of October when
several largs caches of ecnemy rice, gsalt and other supplles-were uncovered
in rapid sueccession in the Dau'Tleng area, On 4 vaembor, apparcntly in
reaction, the enemy attacked the 196th Lt In? Jde basc camp with 100150
rounds of 60mm and 82um mortar fire and reacted in strength to U.S.
penetraticns of the dense jungle area M8 of Tay Ninh ﬁity. Heavy contact

doveloped between cempany and battalion~sized units,

On 5 November control of the 196th Tt Inf Bde‘and Operation ATTLEBORO
was shifted from the 25th Inf Div to the I1st Inf D;i;x?. Heavy contact contin-
ued and the operation was reinforced to 11 1nfantry battaling with an
anr6531ve Array’ of»artlllery support, The operation contlnued undsr
operational.control of II FFV with pdrtlcipatlng units from: 1st Inf Div,
25th Inf Div, 1734 Abn ‘Bde, 3d Bde Lth Inf D1v and 11th Armd Cav Regt,

--On 8- Novambbr,'a ist Inf Div battalion was attacked by a two battalion
enemy force 13 miles MWW of Dam Tieng, The resulting three~hour battle cost
the enemy over 290 killed, |

During the pest of the operation, numerous enemy base camps,
food caches, munitions and supplies were uncoversd in the 6perati0n areas
The enemy's reactions to these losses steadily decdreased in intensity
although he continued to conduct sporadic mortar attacks on U,S, operafing
bases and command posts ih the areea,

Operatlon ATTIERORO terminated at 2400H on 25 Hovember with fin"l
resﬂlts of 1106 enemy killed; 44 teptured and 60 suspects detained. The
operation was supported by 1571 tactical=air‘50rbles.‘-f538h ‘tons of rice
and A4 tons of salt were seized frow the -enemy,: Significant énemy equip-
ment éaptured included: 128 individual weapons,; 19 crew served weapons,
514 ¢ laymeres, over 25000. grenades, TOOO blustlng caps;- 3000 booby trap
lgnitors, 725 bangélore torpedoes, 15 tons of beans, 151 bicycles, 600

14



gallons of cooking oil, and much miscellaneous equipment, Significant
enemy meteriel destroyed included 300 buildings, 502 bunkers, 92 tunnels,
a rice sllo, 9 base camps, 1 claymore factory, 37 caves, 12 sampans, 25
oxcarts, over 3 tons of fish, 440 gallons of tar, 500 gallons of gasoline,
L3 tons of tobacco, 5 storshouses, 1 rice processing rmachine, 176 gallons
of acid, 1 rice mlll and numerous miscellaneous items,

Frlendly casualties in the operation wero Uight, It was the largest
UeSs operation of the war to date;

Operation LAM SON II, a battalion-size combined U.B./48VN operaticn,
was continued in support of revolutionary development in Binh Duong Province,
The operation was initiated 23 May., QResults as of 31 October were 47 encmy
killed, 108 captured, and 939 suspects detained, On 16 Noverber a Viet
. Cong force attacked a U,S, infantry company but was beaten back by
artillery and small arﬁm firé in the 40 minute contect. The astion
resulted in 43 enemy killed and one captured, Friendly casualtice were
moderate. Results of the operation as of 30 November were TAO enery
killed, 113 captured and 960 suspscts detained, Friendly casusltiecs were
light during the month,

ATR OPERATIONS
NCRTH VIETNAM

Weather continued to seriously curtail bombing in North Vietnem during
the months Except for a few good days, weather restricted bombing to
targets along tho coast and W of the mountadns.

Logistics were hit by Navy and Air Force pilots concentrating in the
area just N of Thanh Hoa to the DMZ, Soms targets in the Dien Bien Phu,
Hanoi and Halphong areas wére hit - including a SAM storags and repair
site near Haiphong, The site was struck on 22 Noverber by UsSe Navy pilots

of Carrier Air Wing 2., U,S8, Air Force pilots hit POL atorage near Hanoi
'early in the month, causing smoke to 8,000 fost,

On 5 November, U.Se Air Force Fe4(s shot down two MIG-21is,

15



REPUBLIC OF VIET NAM

Operation ATTLEBORO was supported by the largest total number of U,S,
Air Force strike and airlift sorties flown in support of any one ground
operaticn of the war = 1,571 strike sorties and 2,448 airlift sorties.

- PAUL REVEFE IV was ‘suppcrted by about 1, 200 strike sorties durinw the
month; THAYER IT was supported by about 550 strike sorties durlng the month,

About 930 sorties were flown in suppert of Operaticn PRAIZIE. The
majority were flown by 1st Marine Air Wing pilotse UsS. Marine pilots hit
a new high in daily sorties in-country on 24 November. when they flew
257

B-52 STRIKES

B-~52 crews concentrated on the role of direct suppdrt'of ground
operations ' with 45 out of 49 raids belng in the dlrect support
role during the month,

NAVAL SURFACE OPERATIONS

On-1 Novémber, Viet Cong detonated a water mine on the Iong Tau River
sinking a U,S, Navy minesweepeor boat with heavy casualtias to the Crew,
A companion MSB attempting immediate rescue was fired on from the river bank,

On 4 November, two UsSe Navy destroyers off the coast of North Vietnam
were fired on by shore batteries, The ships suffered no casuslties. Both
ships returned fire with good effect, On 14 November, two other US4
destroyers off the coast of North Vietnam were fired on by shore batteriss,
The ships suffered no casualties or damage. The shore batteries were
neutralized by air strikes end naval gunfire. On 18 November, two UuS,
dustroycrs flred on a fire control radar site in North Vietnam, The ships
used 5~inch naval guns, Several secondary fires were observed in the target
area. Loter the sane day, the two destroyers observed 12 cargo craft on

the coast in the same goneral areas The shlps _destroyed three of the oraft,

and damaged three. . On 19 chember, the same destroyers observed two groups
of logistics craft and opened firé, North Vietnamese shore batteries engaged
the two ships but promptly recelved direct hits from the ships' 5-~ineh naval
guns, The ships senk five logistics creft and demaged 5.
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REVOLUTTONARY DEVELOPMENT
As November ends, there is still no real evidence that the eneny

has changed the course of action he has chosen - a war of attritisn by a

well-established guerrilla force supported by large formations of VC/NVA

conventional troops operating from base areas in difficult terrain, His

tactics still focus on the intimidation and terrorizing of the people; the
" attack of isolated cutposts and troop unlts, and assassination of the key

individuals that arise in oppositioen, ‘

- Mildtarily, the allled forces have deblt the enemy a.long series of
battlefleld defeats, inflicting heavy losses in men and materiel, and have
developed the strength and effectiveness to suecessfully engage him through-
out the bread spectrum of the military war,

‘ The "other war! = the Revolutionary Development Program -~ is a progran
of nation-building‘- a soclal revolution to transform the Republic of

Viet Nam into a unified,.free and endﬁring nation, The progoidly with
special emphasis on the fole of the people as participants, ties tojether 11
aspects of the struggle into a coordinatefi program of military,; political,
economic, sociel and educational efforts which aim at liberating the

people fram Viet Cong control, restbring public security, and winriny the
commitment of the people to progress for themselves and their nationi Ib

is a ﬁartnership between the people and the government, forged fir$£ and

foremost in the rural areas of the Republie,

Because the two wars must be fought at the same time =~ and they must
be = fhe Revolutionary Develomment Program's major problem is security,
It is a program of nation~building at the most difficult possible time =
when the enemy is still firmly entrenched among the people of the rural
areas in full menacs, Accord:.ngly, the program emphasizes the responsibil-
ity of the military to protect the people and the governnent representatives
as they work together to develop the pertnership, &t the same time, the
program provides for training the people themselves to better protect
themselves in order that they may shoulder their share of the responsibility
for keeping their area cleér.
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On Mey 21, within three months after the Honolulu Conferghce, the
Revolutionary Development Cadre Training School at Vung Tao gréduated
4y532 cadres, the first class trained under the new curiculum gtressing
the role of the people as participants in nation-building, Within another
month most of them, formed into 59-man teams, were working in the hamlets,

At present, men and women, 16 to 36, from hanlets and villages
throughout Viet Nam, are reporting to the schonl at Vung Tao to learn what
the government has to offer and to take kmowledge and skills back to the
people as members of well-organized teems trained and motivated to do
battle with the Vist Cong infrastructure,

The current class is about 5,000 strong._ The three-month course ;
consists of political training (100 hours), paremilitary training (244 hours) ,
administration (18 hours), civil affairs training (80 hours),-new life
development training (60 hours), census end grievance training (40 hours),
motivation (22 hours) and people's common aq_{bivities courss (144 hours),

The Commandant of the VungITao Revolhtiégéry Development Cadre School,
Major Nguyen Yan Be, trains the cadre to foiioﬁ the following five~goal
procedure in bullding & hamlet into a raspoqéifle conmuni ty ¢

1, Eliminate VG elements and sympétﬂizers in the hamlct.
2 Eliminate internal corruption in'the hamlet,
3e Develop community spirit, :
Le Hold free elections,
5. Organize the p90ple to proﬁect?ﬁhemselves by forming a
people's militia, i

i
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