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V\rr CoriG REPORTED DECLINING IN STRENGTH, MORALE (980) 
\. 

(SnUATIONER) 

SAIGON-- EARLY IN 1966, THE VIET CONG CLAIMED CONTROL 

~VEIt NEAl'tLY HALF THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE COUNTRYSIDE, 4.3 PERC[,NT 

OF THE ROAD NETWORK. AND 40 PERCENT OF THE POPULATION. 

THE SITUATION 1.S VASTLY DIFFERENT TODAY. 

THE VIET CONG HAVE LOST TERRITORY, AND THEIR HOLD OVER A 

MILLION SOUTH VIETNAMESE. 

THE HIGHWAYS. 

THEY NOW CONTROL ONLY 23 PERCENT OF 

THEY ALSO HAVE LOST FACE AND THE CONFIDENCE OF PEOPLE THEY 

HAVE DOMINATED FOR 20 YEARS AND THEY ARE STARTING TO LOSE THEIl'! 

LAST HOPES OF VICTORY. 

THIS IS THE TENOR OF RECENT STAn~:~ENTS BY VIET CONG PRISONERS 

OF' WAR, DEFECTORS TO THE SOUTH VIETNAME:SE GOVERNMENT, AND 
,I 

REFUGEES. THE aEND IS CONfI'IRMED BY THE CONTENTS OF RECENTLY-

CA.PTlIRED VIET CONG DOCUMENTS. 

"TOO MANY HARDAQLJHUJ HUNGE:R AND DEATH. ONLY THE HIGHER CADRES 

ARE WELL TAKnl CARE OF' --THE LOWER CAD~F.S AND THF: PEOPLE HAVIZ 

TO RESIGN THEMSELVES TO BAD CONDITIONS." THUS A FORMER VIET 

CONG SOLDIER DESCRIBED CTNDITIONS IN A MOLINTAIN PROVINCE THAT 

NOT I'tPT NOT LONG AGO WAS CONSIDERED A COMr1UNIST STRONGHOLD. 

"THE PEOPLE LOST CONFIDENCE IN THE VIET CONG WHEN THE SOUTH 
• 

KOREA N TROOPS CAME IN," THE FORMER SOLD lEft SA 10. .. THE VIET CONG 

HAD OFTEN CL~IMED THAT THEY HAD KILLED MANY ENEMIES AND WON MANY 

BATTL1!:S. THEN THE KOREANS WALKED IN, WITHOUT F'II'IING A SHOT, 

WHILE THE VIET CONG FLED TO THE JUNGLE. 

"THE VIET CONG HAIlE LOST FIICE THEY C~N NEVER !!!rOAIN. THE 

PEOPLE ARE SAYING THAT THE VIET CONG ALWAYS BOASTED THEY 
'. 

'PROTECT THE PEOPLE.' WHAT KIND OF Pl'!OTECTION IS IT WHEN THE. 

P~O!,LE LACK ft IC~t_~!~~yEt~A~DENDURE_~A NI HARDSHIPS?" ... . __ ~\ 

WHEltlt THE. VIET CONe ONCE IIULED WITH AN IliON HAND -. 

C01.LECTING TAXES, EXTORTING ADDITIONAL FUNDS BY KIDNAPING AND 

TUROI'llSM, PROHIBITING THE MARKETING OF fOODSTUFFS OUTSIDE . " ~ 

,Vln CONG-CONT~OLLiD TERUTOftY, .AND DRAGOONING YOUNG SOUTH 
, ,. , , 

"~\':VIETNAMESEMWtil;i~TO MILITARY SIt!lVICE -- THE VILLAGERS NOItI . 
, :;,'\: ,,":::' '-: , .• y.:,.';_:_':, c_, ~ " <,' /, ,)'.',~>~i.:l"", "" ': 
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~ISTORYOF THE VIET~~~ WAR ON MICROFILM .- ., .' '.' 
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THIS WAY' 

1. PEASANTS ME REFUSING TO PAY THEIR DUES IN VIET CONG-

ORGANIZED FAR{I1£RS', WOMEN'S AND YOUTH ASSOCIATIONS, AND 

PARTICIPATION IN ASSOCIATION ACTIVITIES IS DESULTORY. 

2. PEASANTS AND BUSINESSMEN ARE BECOMING INCREASINGLY 

OBDURATE IN REFUSING TO PAY VIET CONG TAXES. 

:3. SHORTAGE OF" PEl! SONNEL I S A "SEIUO US PROBLEM, .. A NO VOL UNTEEI! S 

ARE SCARCE. VIET CONG STRENGTH HAS DROPPED FftOM 300,000 TO 

180,000. 

"THE WOMEN OF' THE VIl.LAGE SMUGGl.E RICE UNDEI! THE NOSES OF" 

VIET CONG CADRES AND GO F£ARl.ESSLY TO THE GOVERNMENT SID[," 

SAID ONE JIlECENT REFUGEE. "WHEN THE WOMEN MEET T~E CADRES, 

THEY SAY, 'YOU MUST l.ET US GO AND LIVE ELSEWHEI!E ••• WE CANNOT 

RPT CANNOT LIVE HERE ANY LONGER.' 

THE RF.:FUGEE: ALSO SAIO "EVEN THE CADRES HAVE LITTLE TO 

EAT ••• 1 AM CERTAIN THAT IF THEY ARE~'T RPT AREN'T ABLE TO 

SOLVE THEIR PROBl.EMS OF F"OOD AND HOUSING, BOTH CADRES AND 

VILLAGERS WILL GO OVER TO THE GOVERN~lENT CHIEU HOI (OPEN ARMS) 

CENTERS ... 

THE ACCURACY OF THIS REFUGEE'S FORECAST WA'S SUBSTANTIATED 

BY DEFECTOR (CHIEU HOI) FIGURES FOR THE FIRST 28 DAYS OF 

JANUARY, 1951. SOM\!: 2,221 F'ORMER VIET CONG MEMBERS AND THEIR 

FAMILIES REPORTED TO SOUTH VIETNAMESE GOVERNMENT RESETTLEMENT 

CENIEI!S DURING THIS PERIOD. 

THESE DEFItCTORS WEI'IE IN ADD IUO N TO THE 6,000 VIElNAI'lE SE 

PEASANTS FROM THE "lftO.N TIUANGLE" AREA NEAR SAIGON. THEY WERE 

RESETTLED ELSEWHERE AS PART OF" AN Al.LIED DRIVE AGAINST THE 

VIET CONG IN THIS STI!ATI!:G IC 1 OO-SQUARE- KILOMETEIt SECTOft. 
,-- ._-,. --_._. 

COMME;tCIIiI. AND CIVIt.IAN TftAl"FlC NOW MOVES FftEELY OVER 69 

PERCENT OF SOUTH VIETNAM'S 3,100-MIl.E (4,960 KILOMETERS) 

MAD NETWORK, AND WITH ESCORTS CAN USE AN ADDITIONAL EIGHT 

PERCE.NT OF' THE HIGHWAYS. IN flDDITIOtl TO LOSING THEIR STRANGLE­

HOLD ON 20 PERCENT OF' THE NATIONAl. AND INTER-PPlOVINCIALIiIGHWAY 

SYSTt.M, THE VIETCONG ALSO HAVE~OST. MOST 0)1' THE HIG!NAY TOLL 

.. ' STATIONS THEY HADsn UP t'Ot.ItVYTAXESON EVERY SALEABLE ITEM 

WHICH PASSEI>THItOUGH. 

THE CAPTURED 0 lAity OF on VIET CONG F'UNCTIONA~Y LAMENT S THE 

LOSS OF CONTROL OVER THE .RUPlAI.. POPULATION. MORE: THAN A MILLION"'" 
.. '-' --"...-"--_-L-___ , ___ --:.._.J.....;'~_. _..:-___ . __ '_, ._., 
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Or' WliOl1 Ji:SCAf'.e:D CO['lI1UNIST CONTHOL DURING 1966. THE VIET CONG . . "~ .\' ' , 

NOW"CONTROL LESS THAN 30 PERCENT OF THE POPULACE,. THE DI~ftY 
STATES,. THEREBY POSING THE SPECTRE OF IMMINENT SHORTAGE OF FUNOS~ 
MONE:Y EXTORTED FROM THE SOUTH VIETNAMESEHEUCEPRI!:SENTS 80 
PEPlCI!:NT OF THE VIET CONG' S ANNUAL 0 PERA TI NG BUDGET, A NO THEY 

NOW HA VE FEWER PEOPLE TO E XPLO IT • 

DECLINUG PRESTIGE OF THE VIET CONG IS REFLECTED IN RECRUITING 
STATISTICS CITED BY II FOPIMER VIF.T CONG OfP'lCER. IN 1964, HE 
SAID, 90 PERCENT Of THE VIET CONG WERE "VOLuNTEERS." EY 
1966, THE FIGURE HAD DROPPED TO BETWEEN 30 AND 50 PERCENT, 
AND IN 1967 THE OUTLOOK IS EVEN MORE AUSTERE. 

WHEN SOUTH VIETNAMESE RECRUITS CANNOT RPT CANNOT BE OBTAINED, 
THE OF'f'ICER EXPLAINED, THE RANKS MUST BE FILLKD v/ITH INFILTRATORS 
FROM THE NORTH (PERHAPS 20 TO 30 PERCENT OF THE TOTAL COMMUNIST 
STRENGTH) AND WITH "MILITARY DUTY SOLDIERS" WHO HAIlE BEEN FORCED 
INTO SERVICE. THE "MILITARY DUTY SOLDIERS" MOSTLY ARE YOUTHS , 
15 TO 18 YEARS OLD AND AI'l.E "NOT RPT NOT VERY RELIABLE" IN 
COMBAT. "~10ST Of THEM SURRENDER Oil DEFECT TO THE GOVERNMENT 
THE FIRST CHANCETHgYGET," THE [X-VIET eONG OFFICER SAID. 

"POOl'! LEADEftSHIP" IS CITED IN A CAPTURED DOCUMENT AS THE 
PftlC'IAftY CAUSE OF VIET CONG DIFF ICUlTIES. ELSEWHERE IN THE SAME 
DOCUMI!:NT, THE VIET CONG GRUDGINGLY GIVE CREDIT TO THIi': SOUTH 
VIETNAMESE GOVETtNMENT'S "REVOLUT 10 NAllY DEVELOpMENT" PIIOOIIAMa 

"THE ENEMY SCHEME OF' STRENGTHENI~G TOWNS, RtmAL AND LIBERATED 
AREAS PRESENTS A SE.ftlOUS PROBLEM, WITH (ITS) EMPHASIS ON POLITICAl., 
MILITARY AND SOCIAL FIELDS. EACH PROVINCE HAS FROM THft·EE TO FOUR 
HUNDItED CIVIC ACTION PEFtSONNEL OPERATING IN THK RUI'tAL AREAS." 

(THE' sOtrtH VIE:TNAMESE GOVERNMF.NT TRAINED 25,000 IWItAl 
PAOIFICATION CAflPlEMEN IN 196$, WILL TRAIN AN ADDITIONAL 35,000. 
IN 1967.)· 
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THE 'VIET CONG DOC,UMENT ALSO [XPItESSElJCON,~It~N9j1li"I\'tTt:';i 
, ':'" "",,>,,,,':,,"" t':/'-: ':' , ',",' , '" ,;, :'<",>,,~: ,'.--~ '~,:{":"~:~:.~;,,I:~~:,:'S:>t\::;.~:':/)~ .. '::'''::,,,;,~~~~}(" ;." 

Gft O.W ~.N(!S~,~,!N,~~t~j;;~~!;~~l~;,HI~~~yI[~~~!~~i:~M¥','~';!i~~~'~~~9~~lt~Y:' . , 
. THE 1'0 .oqO;M!'~~l'~~i~~;~'~Y;f~~~~~~~w li~;~~:l~4:#J~fi;u~i$~ipNP:F;,;" ."'. ~ ',<,iii,;:,'I: ,';:',/}i't\ -;,'~::.·l,:;C"{'·<':;i':-<,.l"}"".. ",,:,"'..t,'.-.',",,'.',:,:;, ,'-"</." .'"', ,;".. ,", ':" '. PEIHIANENTLY SECY~]{~:¥!'f~~JtfT,~:~t WRS:~EO/Jl'~OMVIErCONGC?NT"OL., 
. ,It;1HiVI!'t':COIf~~(;;~~~A'J~ltY~),ARE'rLQUHQERING' IN SEA~~i{:OFA . 
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, ,,_,' ,'_ ' SOLUTION. THE CII;PTUftED DOCUMUT RESOUSTO COPIMUNISTSLOGANS ~'-" '. ',: ",',,':",', , "/':'~:':'!".:'_;:~::'-:'l;_;';;<· ,:,'>\:'.':,:~:,{,)/~ ,.:-'::,: <;.", , . SUOK AS a "lIllPftOIlB1·P'A:ft:~1fC}(AP1'ltlt S IN'LIB£ItATED' AND CO rm: SUD .., """ ,':_.,'_:'-,:'-";".<~:-',-... '- "" ..... ':-.,.- .:" '_" ",_,.""","_:' ,,0" : •• "'i'':'H.~\",,,~;'·~;{ .. i':;;_:'-:~'~f'':;T.,',·_:--· ',' 

" . ..!ft~A S~, ~.' ~n:~_!l~.O'JI'~rl~!VJ:'ACT t\m t~~;lr'WE~~~UrtA~:':AIt£AS •• ~" .' 1t~III~t:.,f?AST ACTl VITl&:S AND WO!tK. 0 UT CORItECTI VI!: MEA SURES.·..,,· ,. " -, "', \( '", - - -
-:,~,. :(~.i1 . SPECIFIC ~F.ASUI!P:S Oft CONCRETE SUGGESTIONS, HOWEVER, ARE LACKING':' , 
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