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PERINTREP NO: ~1"r.V J 2 8-67 SOlO3S3J 

PERIOD ~OVERED: 010001 Aur,ust - J12WI) August 1967 

ItEFERnlCE: AtIS.1 JOn Sheets 1 Fond 2 

1. (S) GENERAl. ENElIY SITUATION 

a. ($) Out-of-Country: 

(1) (S) !lorth Vietnam: North Vietnamese Regular Army (NVA) 

strength was estimated to be over 450,000 as of 31 August, including 

54,800 NVA troops in South Vietnam. Major NVA formations, including 

the 3248, 325th,and 34lst Divisions, remained in the DMZ-Quang Tri-l.ao 

border area. 

(C) Interpretation of 6 August photography disclosed three 

PT-76 amphibious tanks located approximately 12 kilometers north of the 

northern boundary of the DMZ. This is the first confirmed deployment 

of PT-76 tanks nesr the DMZ. 

(5) North Vietnamese aircraft losses in August included one 

MIG-17, two HIG-2l's, and one possible MIG-2l, all shot down during air 

an&agements. An NVN air defense unit accounted for an additional HIG 

loss in August. 

(2) (C) Cambodia: On 20 July, the NVA 103rd Battalion reportedly 

was located at Dak Sor, approximately four kilometers south of Nam Lyr 

mountain. This unit is not identified in the current NVN order of 

battle. The unit, consisting of 350 Vietnamese and SO Hontagnards, was 

armed with two 8lmm mortars, five 60mm mortars, ten .30 caliber machine 

guns, one S7mm recoilless rifle, and 100 automatic rifles. Historically, 

this area of Cambodia has been used as a staging area and infiltration­

corridor. 

(C) Platoon Leader PRAM VAN RU, a returnee who rallied in 

early July at Duc Hoa, provided information on VC facilitiea in Cambodia. 

PRAM states that after he was wounded in 1963 he was evacuated to a 

large hospital located within Cambodia. He remained in the hospital for 

three months. PRAM stated that soldiers who are seriously wounded sre 

.till taken to Cambodia for treatment. In early July, VC facilities in 

Cambodia included the Binh Tan District Hesdquarters, located in Ba Thu 

village. 

(5) In early June 1967, Radio Phnom Penh announced the VC 

recognition of Cambodia's borders snd territorial integrity. The Cam­

bodian government and the VC Centrel Committee Presidium, by mutual 

con.ent, decided to install a permsnent VC representative in Phnom Penh. 

Cambodian conservatives are disturbed by Cambodia'. recognition of the 
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VC Front. Sihanouk recolnized the Front only aft~tt bad reco~izad 

Cambodia'. border.. .-
• 

(3) (C) Laoa: Durinl AUlU8t in the Lao Panhandle, .ilite 

.ctivity wa. edver.ely affected by heavy rain.. load watch t .... ~ 
aerial oba.rv.r. report.d .pproximately 125 trucke per week. The 

.ajority of the trucks w.r. not.d .oviUS in a northarly direction. 

Mo.t rout •• wera not caaplet.ly motorable, but tho •• portion. which 

were .atorable were utilized a. much a. po •• ibla. load repair. continu, 

esp.cially on loutes 912, 92, 922, and 110. 

b. (C) In-Country: ( 
(1) (C) I CTZ: Enemy activity in I CTZ was at a ralatively l~ 

level throulhout the aarly part of Augu.t, but increa •• d progre •• ively 

from mid-.onth a. the an .. y atteapt.d to counter the .arly S.ptember 

p,r •• id.ntial alaction •• In the DMZ arel, enamy unitl c .... nc.d I build­

up. Tha 'VA 803rd, IVA S12;h, and SY4 20tb !'s'pent ., IVA 324B Divisio! 

the IVA 22th and R2 •• ibly IVA 101.t Regiment., NVA,32'th Divi.ion; the 

aZQth tpd'p'pdsPt Re,tment; and elementa of the.IVA 31.$ Isa1ment, prob 

relubordinatad to the 270th, all oparated in the ar" fra. Gie L1ph to 

ten kilosatarl walt of Con W •• t of Caap Carroll and Ca Lu, the 

8th Batta ion, IVA 9th aali .. nt an~ alam.ntl of the tJA '5C Be,1.cps, 

RVA 325th Divilion. wera .,eratlni ea.t of the the Iaab ar.a. rri.ndly 

artill.ry, tactical air, and !-52 .trika. di.ruptad .o..y planl north 0 

Con Thian; howavar, tha.a forca. continued to thre.tan friandly ba.e. 

and inetallation. at the and of tha .anth. Tha.o.., reinitiatad heavy 

attacke by fira on 28 AYlu.t and continued to deliver laraa quantitiea 

of ordnanca a. tha aonth anded. Includ.d in attacke .. Gio Linh, Can 

Thien. Cue Viat. Cap Garroll. aad Dons Ba wer. 15. 100. 10'. -130, and 

po .. ible l'2ID artillar,ol so.. IZ-. and 120.. _rt1lrl 122ID cd 140-

rocket.. In tha Tri !!i~M1 cportharn 'ront) an.., .. it I reaained 

ralatively inactive f~l na aajor a.laat. in July until tha la.t week 

in Ausust, wh.n Ru. rec.ived ~rtar fire and Phu Bai waa attacked by 

fire and .aneuver. Probina attack. in the Quans Tri City araa, combine 

with frequant contact. by AllYN .weep operation •• ,iuicat.d plannad enelt 

offan.iva action in that area. laturne •• and datainee. confirmed one 

orlanization chanSe in Tri Thian with the nevly infiltrated l.t Battali 

9th Regiment. IVA 304th Divi.ion. replacins the VC 802nd Battalion unde 

tha 6th aasiment and a •• umius the de.isnation 'VA 802;4 Bestalion. The 

formar 802nd ralocated to Phu toe Di.trict. a •• uaina tha des ian-tor ~ 

In Cantral I CTZ. datain.a. and captur.d documant. providad informatior. 

that tha 368th Artillery aesteent with two battalioa. of 122mB rocket. 

and on. battalion of 140.. rockat. infiltrated throulh A.h.u into quanE 

N .. durina April-June 19§1 .. d conducted the rocket attaeke on Danaus. 

Enemy .ctivIty in Quans He. va. at a hiBh leval durius the pre-electior. 

pariod with 111ht rocket attacks on D.nanK and Harltle Mountain. and 

.apper!sround att.cke on Dien Ban and Hoi An. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

(C) Friendly operations against the NVA NT 2 DiVision near 

Hiap Duc and in Base Area 117, Quang Tin Province, continued to reduce 

this unit'. strength despit' 'vidcnce thIS the diy":?" y,' beiD' rc1p-

~forced. Over 750 enemy troops of the NVA NT 2 Division were killed by 

U.S. Marine, U.S. Army, and ARVN forces. The enemy initiated one Bucces.­

ful counter attack ill northeast Quang Tin agsinst Theng Binh District 

Headquarters as a pre-election measure, employing flamethrowers to 

advantage. In Quang Ngai Province, the enemy executed one Buccessful 

ground attack which released 07er 1.000 prisoners from the provincial 

jail. Throughout the provincial co~stal areas, Tssk Force OREeON 

continued to reduce enemy forces and neutralize base areas. Detainees, 

returnees, and documents indicated· that elements of the NVA NT 3 Division, 

the 38th LF Battalion, and a.sociated LF companies had food and ammunition 

ahortages and that morale was at an all time low. At least two battalions 

of the VC 2nd Regiment, NVA NT 3 DiVision, were driven out of Quang Nt:::: 

into Binh Dinh. arlier in the month the VC 1st Re iment, NVA NT 2 . 

Division,hed relocate to Quans T n. nem g n uang Ngai wa 

reduced to four combet effectIve bar.talion equivalents. The enemy has 

seven combat effective battalion eqUivalents in Central I CIZ; four in 

the Tri Thien KR; and 10-16 in the nMZ-Camp Carroll area. Of a total of 

52-59 meneuver battalions in I eTZ, the month e',ded with from 25-31 

combat effective eqUivalents. 

(2) (C) II CTZ: In the western highlands of II CTZ, enemy plan • 

to conduct large scale attacka in western Kontum and Pleiku were preempted 

while he increased activity in Darlac Province. During the first week 

of August, elementa of the NVA l74th Regiment attacked both Dak Pek and 

Dak S.ang SF Camp by fire daily. A 6 August contact weat of Dak Seang 

between the 8th ARVN Airborne Battalion and the probable 2nd and posaible 

1st Batt.liona, 174th Regiment resulted in 184 enemy killed. This 

engagement probably diarupted enemy plans to attack Dak Seang in Au~st. 

Throughout the remainder of the month, there waa evidence of ene.y " 

surveillance and battlefield preparations, particularly in the Dak To 

area. There was no significant contact. In the western Pleiku/south­

western Kontum area, there were indications that major B-3 Front elements 

relocated from weat of Duc Co to Base Area 702 contiguoua to the Plei 

Trap valley in Cambodia. Probable elements of the NVA 66th Regiment~ 

reinforced with a DKZ-B unit. attacked Le Thanh Fire Support Base on 

23 August with an estimated 50 rounds of l22mm rocket fire. Thia was a 

probable enemy attempt to gain a aignificant psychological/propagsnda 

victory prior to the September elections. The enemy continued heavy 

mining of highway 19 near Duc Co SF Camp, but confined hia attention to 

redeployment and probabla battlefield preparations in the Plei Trap valley, 

Plei Djereng/Plei Mrong area. Enemy activity throughout the remainder of 

Pleiku Province vaa characterized by small unit activity and attacks by 

fire, probably conducted by the 4th Battalion, NVA 95B Regiment. in the 

northveat and the 5th Battalion in southeast Pleiku Province. The enemy 

conducted attacks by fire on Plei Mrong, Edap Enang, Phi Nbon Sub Sector 

Headquarters, and Plei Do Lim SF Camp. In Darlac Province, enemy offensive 
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activity increased. Agent reportl, a detainee'l Itatellentl, _ • 

captured document indicate that the B-3 Front ia infiltrating BUtpli.a 

and food through Baae Area 238 in North Central Darlac. A 3 Au'~at . 

aighting of 200 enemy in weatern Darlac indicatea that the .n~ poaaibl 

ia infiltrating peraonnel. Increaaed enemy propaganda and terror1 .. in y 

Darlac, and a 27 Auguat attack by fire on an ARVN airport near !en Ke 

Thuot indicated enemy attempta to diarupt the September electton.. Trani 

Phuc and Buon Blech CIne Campa received 35-60 rounda of 82mm .artar fire 

reapectively on 30 Auguat, indicating enemy attempta to ,ain unobatructed 

acce.a through northern Darlac. In the coastal province., en~ baraaament _ 

and attacks increased aharply, probabl~,flectlng attempt. to diarupt 

the electiona. The relocation of the~and 3rd Battalion., VC 2nd 

legiment, approximately 10 Auguat to t~e Cay Giep mountain are. e.at of 

!ong Son, and enemy attacke by fire on the lat Air Cavalry Diviaion 

Landing Zonee in northeaat Binh Dinh indicate NVA NT 3 Diviaion attempts 

to regain control of the population and area for tha coming September 

lice haryest end to dierupt the elections. The relocafion of tne YC 2nd 

Resiment indicates that the NVA NT 3 Division probably will attempt to 

resain co rol 0 northeaat Binh Dinh during the comins Delta Monaoon 

Season. n P u Yen enemy offenaive activity in the Song Cau/Tuy Boa 

areaa aharply ncrea.ed. On 9 Ausuat, probable element. of the 30th 

MF Battalion overran an RD Campaign Headquarters aouth of Tuy Boa. During 

the laat week in August, enemy .apper elements-attempted to deatroy two 

bridgee .outh and .outhaaat of Tuy Hoa. Company and multi-company forces 

attacked a VN priaon weat and ARVN forces southweat of the city. Attacks 

by fire on an RD Campaisn Headquartar. aouth of Tuy Roa, and·a company 

.ize contact north of the city indicated enemy attempta to diarupt the 

alection.. On 17 Auguat in Khanh Hoa, enemy terrorilta deatroyed two 

polling places in lIha Tran • however other e ected ene activit 

not .. terialize. n t a aouthern provincel of II CTZ, the anemy initiated 

ncraa. , ut .poradic attacks. On 10 Augu.t aouth of Dalat in Tuyen 

Due PrOVince, a VC company attacked a Truons Son Kontagnard Training 

Group. A contact aouth of Dalat on 27 Auguat and an explo.ion in a CORDS 

building on 20 Auguat in the city indicate enemy attempta to dierupt the 

election. On 11 and 15 Augu.t, ARVN forcea contacted probable elementa 

of the C-210 LF Company and the l45th KF Battalion weat of Di Linh and 

on hi_hway 20 in aouthwa.t Laa Dong Province. In Ninh Thuan, enemy 

force. .abotaged the POL pipeline near Phan Rans on three .eparate 

occaaiona. In Binh Thuan, enemy attempts to diarupt the election. were 

characterized by attacks on RD hamlet. and ARVN forcea north of Phan 

Thiat on 14 Auguat and a 31 Ausust attack by fire on a .ector head­

quartsrs i. the city. 

(3) (C) III CTZ: In August, main force element a conducted one 

aajor attack. The l65th Regiment waa identified in the attack of Tong 

La Cho. SpaCial Force. Camp. Tha NVA l4lat Regiment, aubordinate to 

tha NVA CT 7 Diviaion, probably haa returned to northern TaY·Ninh 

province. Tha NVA 101at Regiment remaina in northea.t Tay Ninh, in the 

Vicinity of Baae Area 353. Ralocation of aome elementa ia probable in 
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the VC CT 9 Divilion 1n central III crt. From northern Sinh Long Province 

to .outhem Phuoc Long, the VC 271st, VC 272nd, and VC 273rd Regiments 

are deployed to provide a lecurity screen for enemy activity 1n MR 10, 

or to pose an offens1ve threat to the Route 13 axis. This division has 

avoided contact throughout August. The division's current d11positions 

pose a threat to friendly 1nstallstions from southern Binh Long north 

along Route 13 and extends to Ipecia1 forces camps in northern Binh Long 

and Phuoc Long Provinces. The VC CT 5 Division remains deployed in Long 

~a .• h and Phuoc Tuy Provinces. The headquarters and support el .... ents are 

pre , __ ,1y in eastern Phuoc Tuy, with the VC 274th Regiment deployed in the 

we. ._., ?huoc Tuy-eastem Bien Hoa area, with some elements in south­

we~_ern Long Khanh. In central Long Khanh, the VC 275th Regiment poaeo 

a tnreat to Route 1 and Route 20. Local forces attempted to generate 

widespread anti-election activity. Their accomplishments were limited 

largely to conduct of propaganda incidents, interdiction of LOe, and 

terroriam. 

(4) (C) IV CTZ: During August, the VC continued efforts to 

dilrupt the presidentill election by interdicting LOC, acts of terrorism, 

propaglnda, and an indiscriminate shelling of Can Tho City. In Oinh 

Tuong Province, Operation CORONADO II and CUU LONG 64, which terminated 

on 3 and 4 August respectively, resulted in cumulative enemy lo~ses of 

657 KIA and at least 500 detainees. One agent report (C-2) indicates 

the 263rd MF and S14th LF Battalions are completely disorganized. On 

13 Augult in Kien Phong Province, possible elements of the SO 2nd LF 

Battllion attacked the bale of the 1/16 ARVN one kilometer northwest of 

Cao tanh City. The VC have conducted indiscriminate mining and shelling 

of the civilian population. On 26 August in Kien Hoa Province, a 

-civilian bUI detonated a mine on highway 26, killing 22 civilians. On 

27 August in Phong Dinh Province, an unidentified enemy force, possibly 

element I of the Tay Do Battalion, attacked Can Tho City by fire, k~11ing 

46 and ¥DUndina 228 civilianl 

2. (C) SELECTED ENEMY OPERATIONS DURING THE PERIOD 

a. (U) Strengths and Dispositions. (See MACV Monthly OB Summary 

dated 31 August 1967). 

b. (U) Order of Bettle. (See MACV Monthly OB Summary dated 31 August 

1967) • 

d. (C) New Enemy Tactics, Weapons and Equipment. 

(1) TacticI: 

(a) Allied air Itrikes are bringing about changes in enemy 

tactici. A CHIC source atated that in January 1967 his unit, located 

in Quana Tri Province, begen uaing bombed and defoliated areas as base 

emplacements. Thia tactic was witnessed 14 times by the source snd ~as 

CONFIDENTIAl 
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successful an each OCC .. 111U. ~. unit WOldd wdt at 1"~ 'hh,"". 
if • "nall .re." (dimendOll8 unknown) had been ba.be4. a lIovine 
into it. Tha unit vaited .t le.at • veek before u.i ... ~ ar ... " 
(dimenaiona unknown), bec.uae thue .re .. vere .,ra Uk.I~.:lII II« ba.bed 
tva or three time.. They used bombed .rea ••• "aaf •• rter becauae tbe 
VC h.d noticed that reconnaiss.nce .ircraft seemed t. ". ~tl •• ttantion 
to them. The aame re.sonina .pplied to the uae of d.fol~ .r.... In 
the c.ae of • dafoli.tad .raa, they felt th.t tb. area ~ be untouched 
for .bout three .ontha before beina aprayed ag.in. 

(b) Another CHIC aourc., vho v.a .... bar e! a anit located 
in Pleiku Province rav •• led th.t the official policy II ku ~pany 
provided for canceline all off.naive att.cks or .ctio" fa:. 48-hour 
period .fter .ny kind of .n .ir atrike, eapeci.lly .tt.tkl ~ t.ctical:~ 
bomb.ra, or vhen PAC .ircraft v.re circling overhe.d Se t~ viCinity. 
Source remembered four occ.sions vhen plans of ambulh vil~~ Pleiku 
Province vera c.nc.lled bec.ua. of either an .ir atrik' vl~~ 8 to 10 
kilometers of their poaition or auapicion of detectiaD .~ crcraft. 

(2) New Weapons .nd Equipment: 

(a) The V-2S Puze (14Omm Rocket): Thi. ful' ~ an .rming 
diatance of 130 metera .nd three settings: 

1. Superquick Arming. Acceler.tion C","1f tva spring 
load.d longitudin.r locking detents to aet back, unloc1!~ :~ twa firing 
pin retainina weighta. Centrifugal farce cauaea tha ~ f~~ pin 
retaining waighta to .aYe outv.rd. On termination of a~~l~tlon, the 
primer detonator collar movea forward under apring tan'!~ ~to position, 
locking the retalnina w.ighta in the outward position. ~ impact, the 
firing pin impingea the primer detonator, caudna functiI'D ~ the booster 
lead-in and, in turn, the booater and the .ain charae. 

2. Delay Armine. Selection of the .~rt ielay"-optiOll 
turn. the CSlll ahaft to block the "superquick" fl.ah ch ....... ! ~ open the 
"ahort delay" naah channel. Selection of the "lonl d.l .. • turna the CSlll 

ahaft to black the "auperquick" and "short delay" fla,h c~la. The 
"long delay" pelleu are initi.ted on aU optiona and f ..... t1"" aa a 
back-up for both the "auperquick" and "ahort delay" opt!~, 1n addition 
to their primary function of "long delay". . , 

(b) The DlZ-B Puz. (122mm Rock.t): Tha ~-,. ia aet-back 
armed. When accelerated, the zig-zag .rming sleeve, rtt.rJoe by • governor, 
•• ta b.ck, permit tina • lockina pin rel.y. Th •• rmiDl rt~r n.ahes 
through the firina pin rel.y to ignite .n explosive dat .. l • holding the 
deton.tor rotor out of .lignment. A weight, h.vin, a.t ~k on initi.l 
.cceler.tion, permit. tbe rotor to align. The fuze il tWO armed. On 
imp.ct, the na.e cup i. cruahed,.nd force is tr.n8llitt.t ~ • diat.nce 
piece which aheera the atriker eaaembly from the govarDrt. allOWing it 

---" .----. 
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to imlItnaa the I!ttlmatot. "ll.pendee on dalaY'Hleetbt IetUng. -nle 

.pplic.bl. d.l.y fl •• h.r to the r.l.y deton.tor d.tonate. the tetryl 

boo.t.r. th. DIZ-B fuze i •• raed •• eoon •• it le.v .. the l.uncher 

tube. 

f. (U) Administr.tiv. Unit.~ (See MACV Konthly OB Summary d.ted 

31 AUIU.t 1967). 

a. (C) Nucl •• r. Biologic.l. Chemic.l. Electronic. or Radiological 

W.rf.r.. KSG Do ri.n Thanh •• det.inee from the NVA 174th Regiment. 

report.d th.t the r.,1aent i. equipped with g •• ma.ka for defenaive use. 

Be .tr •••• d th.t the ... ka vera p.rticul.rly effective .,ainat vhite 

pho.phoru. fume.. Thanh .1.0 r.ported that the NVA l74th R.giment i. 

.upport.d by • chemical pl.toon. con.ieting of thr.e chemic.l equ.de. 

The .trenath of the pl.toon i. 50 per.onnel. 

n. ee) Ensin.er.. T •• k 'orca OREGON element •• oper.ting in southern 

1 CTZ. c.ptur.d four d.t.in ••• vho identified their unit •• the 406th 

S.pp.r B.tt.lion. Furth.r interrog.tion rev •• l.d th.t tb. 406th B.tt.lion 

••• foraad in Quana Ra.1 PrOYince in the vicinity of Son ~on Hamlet .bout 

r.bruary 1967. It v •• foraed froa element. of the Nil. 262nd Battalio! 

vhich .tartad infiltration frca NVN in November 1966. The unit tra(e~e~le~d:r----

throuah Lao. into lVlf wh.re element. of the unit •• p.rated and conth.IOI_ .. ;.d ___ _ 

on to tb. Son Ion Real.t .rea, Qu.na Ng.i Province. to fora the backbone 

of the newly foraad 406tb lattalion. The rem.inder of the b.ttalion 

••• fora.d by the r •••• i&na.nt of the 30th CoaPaDY, 409th S.pper B.tt.lion. 

KR 5, in Karcb 1961. th. 406th B.tt.lion i. c~.ed of the 30th. 40th. 

50th, and 60th Ca.pani... Tba 40th and 60th Campanie •• r. r.portedly 

cospo.ad of all new IVA p.r.ODD.l. We.pon •• nd ammunition v.re i.aued 

aft.r infiltr.tion va. co.pl.t.d. Ca.aun1cat10n. by the b.ttalion 1_ 

conduct.d ~y .... &AI.r. 

3. (e) emml DlT!LLlCIlICI 'ACTORS 

•• (U) In .. , Identific.tion.: 

(1) Confirmed. (S •• MACV Konthly OB Summary d.ted 31 August 1967). 

(2) Unconfined. (S.e MACV Konthly OB Summ.ry d.t.d 31 August 1967). 

d. eC) P.r.onditi •• Id.ntified: 

(1) Mo new id8Dt1ficat10n. vere .. d. in COSVN; MR'. 1. 2. 3. 4. 

6, and 10; or 10th Special lesion. 

(2) Tr1-Thien MRI 
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.!l!!ll POSITION .. ~--. --.----

Tri-Thien HR OIC, HR Party LT C!lI Bal 
COIIIIIIit t ee 
lst Dep Cmdr 511. COL J:1nh 

NVA 6th Regt CO MA.J Thu 
XO CPT An 
PO MA.J Dan 

VC SOOth Bn CO 511. CPT De 
XO CPT Duy 
PO CPT T_ 

VC S02nd Bn CO 5R CPT Chu 
XO hnh 
PO Dung 

NVA S06th Bn CO 5R CPT Nguyen Van Chu 
XO lLT Thanh 
PO CPT The 

NVA 5th Regt 

NVA 416th BD CO 5R CPT Le Van A 
XO CPT Nguyen Ngoe Quy 
PO SII. CPT Ba Due Due 

NVA S14th Bn CO CPT Thanh 
XO Ba 
PO All 

NVA SOSth In CO CPT Van Kien 
XO Le Van Hat 
PO CPT Le Nim 

NVA S04th In CO CPT Nhon 
XO Phuong 
PO CPT Bay 

~ 

B-3 Pront 

NVA 174th lelt CO LTC Dam Van Nguy <E:::-
or Ngui 

XO MA.J Ly Long Quan 

.~--------- ---,. 
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co 
XO 
PO 
Itear Service • 
Staff 
Medical 

CO 
XO 

CO 
XO 
PO 

CO 
XO 
PO 

CPT;!ottIZ· -'1'_ -Thlmh 
CPT Nsuyan Uc 
Sit CPT Le Minh Khan 
Aapirant Tuc 
LT Dao Chi 
Aspirant Nguyen Van 
Son 

Sit LT Lai Anh Ton 
LT Huu or Riu 

Sit LT Nguyen Van Te 
LT Van 
Sit LT Long 

Sit LT Nguyen Dinh Canh 
LT Vu Van Thuong 
Sit LT La Phi Thuong 
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* - Frequency of .irfield minimum criteria of 1.500 feet and/or 

5 milea. 

4. (C) COUNTERINTELLIGENCE 

•• General: E.rly in 1967. the Viet Cong of Go Mon District of MR 

4 announced a new overall .trategic policy under the title of the "Three 

Front Plan". This plan vas intended to be a guide for .11 VC .ctivity 

in the district for the remainder of the ye.r. Th. pl.n covers milit.ry 

.ctivity. deep penetration into Government of Vietnam (GVN) controlled 

area •• and consolidation of "vhite" or "liberated" .r •• s. 

Milit.ry .ctivity is concerned basically vith the .ffort. of 

the district military units. 2nd Bsttalion (l65A) .nd 67A SpeCial Action 

Unit,to fight pitched battles and conduct raid. and for.ys againlt Allied 

outposts and GVN centers. Included are plans to .tt.ck Tsn Son Nhut 

Air B.s •• the POL .rea in lover Go Vap. the Rur.l Development (RD) teams 

.t T.n Thant Dong Village, Phu Hoa District, Hoc Mon Town District 

Headquarters, police and vill.ge offices, and the Qu.ng Trung Tr.ining 

Center. 

The deep penetration phase is by far the most ambitious. This 

phase covers the .stablishment of guerrilla forces, incre.sed civilian 

.nd military proselyting, espionage and sapper activities in GVN con­

trolled .re.s. During this ph.se, Village Party representatives 

(secret.ries) .re to b •• ent into the villages to establish Dr re­

est.blish the P.rty Orlani&.tion. (Soi, aka Am. v •• doinl this as 

Political Chi.f of Vunl III, - - an area comprisinl • number of villages 

-·vhen he vas .rrested in June). Under this ph •••••• pienag •• gent., 

particularly b.r sirl.. .re to be trained .nd .ent into .rea. a. deep 

•• Saigon. A c.ll h •• lone out for each cadre to recruit .t least tvo 

more people to the c.u.e. Oth.r actions such .s the blovin& up of the 

T.n Son Nhut fuel lin.. the r.ilro.d lin •• xplolion in Gi. Dinh, and the 

.ttempt to pl.c •• bomb outside the 5l9th BEQ are to b. included in this 

phase. along vith VC propag.nda activit i •• outlin.d in the Nhi Binh/ 

Thanh Loc R.gion. 

Consolid.tion of the "white" or "lib.r.ted".reas, the l.st p.rt 

of the plan, i. conc.rned with .trengthening d.f.nse. in the .rea .lready 

under the control of the VC (basically in Trung An .nd Binh My Villages). 

The c.ll has gone out for each cell to construct its share of tunnels, 

bamboo spike pits, .nd booby tr.p.. Also included in this portion i. 

the politic.l consolid.tion of "liberated" areas by organizing VC 

politic.l structure. in the villages .nd hamlets. To thi. end. Party 

Chapter. have been •• t.bli.hed down to hamlet level in Trung An Village. 

The plan is quite flexible .nd .ny one ph ••• c.n be .d.pted to 

the current .itu.tion in .ny p.rticular .re.. At this time, milit.ry 

.ctivitie •• ra confined to Vungs IV and V. basic.lly Trunl An, Tan Thanh 

Dona, DoDi Th&cll and Ilhi B1nh. Tha panatrat10A port!.oA c=ua 'luDII_ I. 
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III, and the remaindar of Tung IV. The conaolid't1o~ ~'rt 1. conctrtted 

... iul)' with Trung An and lIinh Ky. The VC were attempting to IIOYe into 

the consolidation pha.e in Nhi Blnh in May 1967 when Allied forces in 

Operation FAIRFAX IIOved into the area, forcing the VC to switch to the 

ailitary phas.. Thia baaic atrategy influences all VC planning in tha 

diatrict. 

b. Eapionage: 

(1) Several recent reports from U.S. and RVN intelligence 

agancies indicate increa8ed use by the VC of female agent. as intelligence 

cadre and proaelyting cadre. In addition, there are indications of 

femalea being u.ed to target individuals for aaaaaaination. 

(a) An OS1 IR dated 31 July 1967, evaluated F-6, reported 

that 4 )'ouns female VC intelligence agents were infiltrated into Can 

Tho frOll "Tronoc", a hamlet near Can Tho, Phong Dinh Province, drused 

in the uniforms of female ARVN and National Police peraonnel. The 

fesale agenta reportedly ware assigned the lIission of cultivating the 

friendahip of officers of the RVN Rural Development Program and the ARVN 

langer unit in the Can Tho area with the objective of saining information 

on the lIovement of RVN force. and activities directed againat the VC. 

They Vere alao assigned the lIis8ion of spotting targets for a •••• sination 

in Can Tho and Cai Rang Village, Phong Dinh Province and, allegedly, 

already have had one weaan killed (NFl). 

(OSI COKKENT): Nuaeroua recent report& have indicated increased emphasis 

on penetration of lVN and U.8./FWMAY asencies and installations in the 

Can·Tho area for purpoael of elpionage, .ubversion, ssbotage, and 

tarrori... By aucceaaful penetration of the RVN forcea vho provide 

axternal aecurity for Binh ThUl' Air Base, the VC could secure knowledge 

of the diapoaition and atrength of RVN unit. deployed around the ba.e. 

The apotting of potential targets for assassination would also pose a 

lerioua threat to the nuaaroua U.S. personnel billeted in the Can Tho 

araa. 

(b) A 4 Ausuat 1967 report, information evaluated c-f~ from 

Che Saigon, Cholon, Gia Dinh Combined Security Committee conce~a an 

unknown number of trained female VC ag~nts who have been assigned the 

.iaaion of peuetraCing GVN and U.S./~~~ installationa in the Sailon 

araa •. The femalea vere alao inltructed to attempt to elicit information 

from U.S./FWKAF parloODal through casual conversation. 

(c) It il poasible the VC believe femalel may be allowed 

.ore freedo. of aovamant and aceaas in and around RVN and U.S./rwKAF 

inatallationl than malel and therefore lI&y be able to provide IOOre 

uleful inforaation. 

COKFmtNTlU 
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c. Sabotase: A USNAVINVSERVO report (11-3) describu". -.etbcd ~be 

VC uaed to .muggle grenadea into the Saigon Port area for aabota,e and 

terrorist purposes. The information va. obtained from sn informant who 

received the grenadea from a VC me •• enger in the follovins aanner: 

(1) 00 13 July 1967, the informant vas approached by a VC 

me.aenger (NFl), and given a cookie can of Chinese origin. At the 

bottom of the container, aeparated from the cookiea by a paper partition, 

vere tvo hand grenade. of Rus.ian origin. 

(2) The informant va. liven in.tructions to infiltrate to the 

Saigon Port area on or before the 20th of July (celebration of the Indo­

China Cea.e Fire) and to place the arenades as follov.: 

(a) One grenade va. to be placed under a CONEX locker. The 

pin vas to be removed and the arenade aet with the spoon portion on the 

ground ao that the grenade vould be tipped over and detonated by the 

forklift used to move the CONEX locker. 

(b) The second grenade vas to be thrown into any port area 

bar heavily patronized by Americana. 

(NIS COMMENT): Infiltration of veapons and explosivea into the Saigon 

area in thia manner ia not at all uncommon. Detection of thele materiala 

ia extremely difficult aa it vould entail searching every vehicle and 

every per.on entering the Saison area. 

e. PropaRanda and Rumor.: USNAVINVSERVO, Vietnam and OSI have 

racently reported un.olicited copi .. of "The Bond" beins received by 

aervicemen in Vietnam. 

''The Bond" 1& a veekly new.paper vhich besan publication in early 

June 1967, in Serkeley, California. The objective of the aroup publiahinS 

the newapaper reportedly i. to orsanize U.S. aervicemen oppoaed to the 

var in Vietnam. 

The editor makea an appeal for money and material and alao varna 

that the publiaher expecta 1esal action, under federal law, to be taken 

asainst the publication. 

f. Miscellaneoul: A USNAVINVSI1VO report (1-6) concerna information 

on VC uae of U.S. Overaeaa Miaaion Hoapital in Danans, RVN, to obtain 

treatment for vounded cadre. Thia information vaa obtained from the 

interrosation of SUM, VO aka SON, • VC cadre captured on 25 May 1967 

in Danans. 

SUM atated that ha vaa vounded in December 1964, vhile e.capins 

• U.S. operation in the vicinity of Sinh Trung Hamlet, Sinh GianS Village, 

Thons Sinh Diatrict, Quan, Nam Province. Shortly after the completion 
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of the military operatiau, he va. transported by boat to the Danang City 

doclr.a. SUM then proceeded by "cyclo" to the U.S. Ovenea. Ki .. ion 

Bo.pital in Danana and obtained treatment. 

SUM .tated this aethod of obtaining treatment of vounded cadre 

from the Binh Giang Village area i. still in use and furnished the 

folloving detail.: 

Wounded VC ·cadre are transported aboard a boat owned and 

operated by A, Nguyen (NFl). This boat is approximately 60 feet long 

and eight f.et Vide. The center portion of the boat i. covered and 

wounded cadre are concealed under vegetables and other product.. The 

boat uaually departa Binh Trung Hamlet at 1800 and arrives at Danana 

City dock at approx1mately 0100 the following morning. 

(NIS COKHENT): Thi. rsport is not intended to imply that the USOK 

Bo.pital, Danang hea furnished treatment to a great number of wounded 

VC cadre. At the time of SUM'. alleged treatment in this hospital, 

h. va. 48 year. old and because of his age could easily have infiltrated 

the stream of wounded Vietnamese, who are civilian victims of the war. 

Most member. of the VC infrastructure fall within this age group (40-55). 

Th. U.S. hes probably unknowingly furnished medical care to several of 

these individuala over the years. 

The VC from this area are reportedly short on medical 

auppliea and personnel, and friendly military operationa in the area 

have forced the VC continually to shift medical facilities and .ick 

ADd wounded cadr. to evade capture or destruction. The VC vill probably 

continue to make u •• of this means of obtaining medical treatment for. 

wounded cadre, vhen po •• ible, especially for thoae in the 40-55 age 

bracket. 

5. (S) ENEMY CAPA!ILITIES AND VULNERABILITIES 

a. Capabiliti •• : 

(1) The enemy can attack at any time selected targets in widely 

.eparated area. in SVN in up to multi-battalion strength. 

(2) The enemy can defend from present pOSitions in the DMZ area; 

elsewhere he can delay on .uccessive positions. 

(3) The enemy can reinforce in SVN by infiltrating additional 

personnel and units from NVN and by in-country recruitment. 

(4) The enemy can withdraw forces into Cambodia, Laos, snd NVN 

and cen evade fri.ndly forces. 
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b. Discussion and Analysis: 

(1) Attack: The enemy can attack, at any time, selected target. 

in widely separated areas in SVN in up to multi-battalion strength. Be 

i. not likely, however, to favor a course of action which would require 

him to mas. large forces, unleas prospects of .ucces. wera very h1&h. 

The enemy's doctrine of attack calls for careful selection and preparation 

of the battle area, followed by attack only when there i. a high proba­

bility of success. Be is quick to seize opportunities to attack small, 

isolated units. In recent months, the enemy has relied more and more on 

small-scale ground attacks and stand-off attacks by fire, utilizing 

mortars, rockets, and recoilless rifles. 

(2) Defend: The enemy can defend in strength in the DMZ area. 

El.ewhere he is unable to conduct a austained defense but is capable of 

delay on succeasive positions. ABide from the DMZ area, the enemy i. 

unlikely to conaider any single position a ba.e area worth a determined 

defense. 

(3) Reinforce: The enemy can reinforce in SVN by infiltrating 

a limited number of additional personnel and units from NVN and by 

limited in-country recruitment. To continue his protracted war of 

attrition it ia easential that he continue the overall reinforcement in 

SVN to counter-balance the friendly build-up. Because of his lack of 

tactical mobility, he does not usually reinforce on the battlefield; 

attack forces are positioned in advance. When required to defend he will 

fend off and extricate rather than reinforce. 

(4) Withdraw: 

(a) Strategically, the enemy'. doctrine for insurgency 

warfare ("peoples' war") enccmpan .. both guerrilla action and actlan 

by conventional formations simultaneously. Intensification of guerrilla­

type actions, including the use of auerrilla tactic. by main force elementa, 

i. not in itself an indication that Main Force elements and thair control 

ayatems are being broken up, that they have ceased to poae a threat, 

or that the enemy no longer intenda to employ theae forces when ready. 

Thare are no preaent indication. of NVA or VC Main Force .trategic 

withdrawal. 

(b) Tactically, whanever the enemy con.iders it nece.sary 

or advantageous to him, ha will break contact and withdraw from the 

immediate area of combat. The enemy has on numeroua occaaion. withdrawn 

forces acro.s the border into the DMZ and NVN from north.rn Quang Tri 

Province in I CTZ, into Cambodia from Pl.iku and !Dntum Provinces of 

II CTZ, and from Tay Winh, Phuoc Long, and Binh Long PrOYinc.a in III 

CTZ. These tactical withdrawals occur when he haa been pressed, and 

for purpose. of resupply, refitting, training, and to conaerve his own 

strength. 
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Relative Probability of Adoptionl 

(1) Conduct acta of terrorism, aabotaae, haraaament, and pro­

with emphaais on the RD Program, and continue interdiction of 

the objective of increaling VC control over the population and 

and U.S./FWMAF uae of water, rail, and hiahway LOC. 

(2) Conduct attacka by fire against friendly military pOlitions, 

airfields, and logistics installations. 

(3) Withdraw forces into bale areas, Cambodia, Laoa, or NVN 

whenever he deems it necelsary for retraining, resupply, or rest. 

(4) Continue to attempt to increase his strength in SVN by 

adding new units and replacements through infiltration and in-country 

recruitment. 

(5) Conduct attacks in up to multi-battalion atrength against 

friendly forces and installations, with the exception of IV CTZ," where 

up to reinforced campany size attacks are likely to be carried out. 

(6) Defend critical installations with forcel locally available. 

d. Vulnerabilitieal 

(1) En~ forcea are vulnerable to air, artillery, and naval 

aunfire attack and to vertical envelopment by airmobile forces. 

(2) Becauae of limitations in the enemy's logistical system, 

those units located aeographically in SVN where the .anctuaries of Laos, 

Cambodia, and NVN can be denied them are vulnerable to austained friendly 

operationa. 

(3) The enemy'a logi.tical Iy~tem is vulnerable to ground, sea, 

and air interdiction becaule of the length of LOC and dependence on the 

local populace for labor and security. 

(4) Enemy main force extensive attack preparation and inflexi­

bility in execution are vulnerable to preemption by apoiling actions. 

(5) Enemy base areal and lupply caches are sometimes logistically 

interdependent and are aubject to destruction in detail. 

(6) The VC are dependent upon the people. Continued pressure 

on the enemy will increaae VC pressure on the people who will became 

more .usceptible to psychological warfare operationa. 

(Ji./J t2 "'*, rd, ~ ~_ 
PHILLIP B. DAVIDSON, JR. ~ 
Brigsdier General, USA 
ACofS, J2 
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ANNEX A. (C) LARGE SCALE SIGNIFICANT AND LARG! 900;! A'l'UCltS-· 
1. (C) Large Scale S.ilniUc:ant Attacb: 

On 7 Auguat in Binh Long Province, the NVA l65th Resiment placed' 82mm mortar and 57mm Recoillea. rifle round a on and .ttacked Tong La ~ SF Camp which va. lIIaDned by four ClOG cOlllpaniea. tventy ClOG and one LtDB vere IIA and four USSF and 66 ClOG vere VIA. The enemy .uffered 116 IIA and lo.t the folloving equiplllent: three 12.7I11III .. chine guna, five AX-47 riflea, 24 ·1-50 aublllachine guna, one U.S. carbine, seven USSR rifle., four H-l rifle., one 57mm recoil1es. rifle, one CHICOH r.dio, 20 anti-tank lIIinea, and 10 satchel chargea. !hi. vaa the fir.t identified contact vith thi. regiment since 14 January 1967, when it vaa contacted in Phuoc Long Province. 
2. (C) Enemy Initiated Incident. by CTZ during August: 

I CTZ II CTZ III CTZ IV CTZ TOTAL 
Attacke 72 45 43 35 200 Harassment 573 160 338 315 1,386 Terrorism 81 43 54 27 205 Sabotage 22 24 27 61 134 Propaganda 17 56 5 12 90 M Fire 685 87 173 231 1,176 

TOTAL 1,455 415 640 681 3,191 
ANNEX B. (C) ENEMY LOSSES 

1. Enemy IIA by CTZ during August: 

I CTZ II CTZ III CTZ IV CTZ TOTAL 
2,725 1,354 938 776 5,793 

2. Chieu Hoi Returnee. during August: 

MILITARY POLITICAL OTHER TOTAL 
1,401 581 149 2,131 

3. Captured Enemy Weapon. durina August: 

I CTZ II CTZ III CTZ IV CTZ TOTAL 
CIS 67 51 43 6 167 INDWPN 773 418 518 276 1.985 TOTAL 840 ill ill ill 2,152 
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