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1. (S) GENERAL ENEMY SITUATION

a. (S) Out-of-Country:

(1) (S) Horth Vietnam: North Vietnamese Regular Army (NVA)
strength was estimated to be over 450,000 as of 31 August, including
54,800 NVA troops in South Vietnam. Major NVA formations, including
the 324B, 325th,and 34lst Divisions, remained in the pMZ-Quang Tri-Lao
border area.

(C) Interpretation of 6 August photography disclosed three
PT~76 amphibious tanks located approximately 12 kilometers north of the
northern boundary of the DMZ, This {g the first confirmed deployment
of PT-76 tanks near the DMZ.

(5) North Vietnamese aircraft losses in August included one
MIG-17, two MIG-21's, and one possible M1G-21, all shot down during air
engagements. An NVK air defense unit accounted for an additional MIG
loss in August. .

(2) (C) Cambodia: On 20 July, the NVA 103rd Battalion reportedly
was located at Dak Sor, approximately four kilometers south of Nam Lyr
mountain., This unit is not identified in the current NVN order of
battle. The unit, consisting of 350 Vietnamese and 50 Montagnards, was
armed with two Blmm mortars, five 60rm mortars, ten .30 caliber machine
guna, one 57mm recoilless rifle, and 100 automatic rifles. Historically,
this area of Cambodia has been used as a staging area and infiltration”
corridor.

(C) Platoon Leader PHAM VAN RU, a returnee who rallied in
early July at Duc Hoa, provided information on VC facilities in Cambodia.
PHAM states that after he was wounded in 1963 he was evacuated to a
large hospital located within Cambodia. He remained in the hospital for
three months. PHAM stated that soldiers who are seriously wounded are
still taken to Cambodia for treatment. In early July, VC facilities in
Capbodia included the Binh Tan District Headquarters, located in Ba Thu

village.

(S) In early June 1967, Radio Phnom Penh announced the VC
recognition of Cambodia's borders and territorial integrity. The Cam-
bodian government and the VC Central Committee Presidium, by mutual
consent, decided to ipstall a permanent VC representative in Phnomo Penh.
Cambodian conservatives are disturbed by Cambodia's recognition of the
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VC Pront. S8ihanouk recognized the Pront.only after 4t had
Cambodia's borders. recognized

(3) (C) Laos: During August in the Lao Panhandle, milita
sctivity was adversely affected by heavy rains., Road watch teams ::d
aerial observers reported approximately 125 trucks per week, The
majority of the trucks were noted moving in a northerly directioenm.

Most routes vera not completely motorable, but thoss portions which
wvers motorabls were utilized as much as possible. Road repairs continu.
especially on Routes 912, 92, 922, and 110.

b. (C) In-Country: <

o (1) (C) I CTZ: Enemy activity in I CTZ was at a relatively lov
level throughout the sarly part of August, but increased progressively
from mid-month as the enemy attempted to counter tha esarly September
présidential elections., In the DMZ ares, enewy units commenced a build-
up. The KVA 8Q3zd, NVA_812th, and NVA_90th Regiments, NVA 324B Divisior

the NVA 29th and possibly NVA 101st Regiments, KVA 325th Division; the
2720sh Independent Reg!ﬁen:; and elements of tho,l!ﬂvillﬁ_L;giggg;, prob
resubordinated to the 270th, sll operatad in the area from Glo Liph to
ten kilometers wast of Con Thien. West of Camp Carroll and Ca Lu, the
8th Battalion, NVA 29th Regiwent and elements of tha XYA 95C Resxipent,
RVA 325th Division, were eperating east of the Khe Samh arss. Triendly
artillery, tactical air, and B-52 strikes disrupted ememy plans north o
Con Thien; however, these forces continued to threaten friendly bases
and installations at the snd of the month. The enamy reinitisted heavy
attacks by fire on 28 Augusr and continued to deliver largs quantities
of ordnance as the month ended. Included in attacks en Cio Linh, Con
Thien, Cua Viet, Camp Carrell, and Dong Ha were 83, 100, 103, -130, and
possible 152m artillary; ¢0Om, 82mm, and 120mm mertar) 122mm and 140me
rockets. In the W) enemy wanits reamsined
relatively inactive following major delaats in July until the last week
in August, vhen Hus received mortar fire and Phu Bal wae attacked by
fi{re and maneuver, Probing attacks in the Quang Tri City area, combine
with frequant contacts by ARVN svaep operations, indicated planned ener
offensive action in that area. Returnees and datainees confirmed one
organization change in Tri Thien with the newly infiltrated lst Battall
9th Regiment, NVA 304th Division, replacing the VC BO2nd Battalion unde
the 6th Regiment and assuming the designation NVA 802pd Bactslion. The

former 802nd relocated to Phu Loc District, assuming the designator BOL
In Cantral 1 CTZ, detainees and captured documents provided informatior

that the 368th Artillery Regiment with two battaligns of 122mm rockets
and one battalion of 1l40mm rockats infiltrated through Ashau into Quang
Nam during April-Juns 1967 and conducted the rockat attacks on Danang.
Eneny activity in Quang Nam was at e high level during the pre-electior

pnrioﬂ with light rocket attacks on Danang and Merble Mountain, and
sapper/ground attacks on Dien Ban and Hoi An,
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(C) Priendly operations sgainst the NVA NT 2 Division near
Hiep Duc and in Base Area 117, Quang Tin Province, continued to reduce
this unit's strength despi h

forced. Over 750 enemy troops of the NVA NT 2 Division were killed by

U.5. Marine, U.S. Army, and ARVN forces. The enemy initiated one success~
ful counter attack in northeast Quang Tin againat Thang Binh District
Headquarters as a pre-election measure, employing flamethrowers to
advantage. In Quang Ngai Province, the enemy executed one succeasful
ground attack which released over 1 000 prisoners from the provincial
jail, Throughout the provincial —oastal areas, Task Force OREGON
continued to reduce enemy forcsa and neutralize base areas, Detainees,
returnees, and documents {ndicated that elements of the NVA NT 3 Division,
the 38th LF Battalien, and associated LF companies had food and smmunition
shortages and that morale was at an all time low. At least two battalions

of the VC 2nd Regiment, NVA NT 3 Division, were driven out of Quang Ng
into Binh Dinh. arlier in the month, the VC 1st Regiment, NVA NT 2 !

Division,hgd_relocate to Quang 1ia. nemy 2 n Quang Ngai va
reduced to four combat effective artalion equivalents., The enemy haa
aeven combat effective battalion equivalents in Central I CTZ; four in

the Tri Thien MR; and 10-16 in the PMZ-Camp Carroll area. Of a total of
§2-59 maneuver battalions in 1 CTZ, the month ended with from 25-31

combat effective equivalents.

(2) (c) I1 CTZ: In the western highlands of 11 CTZ, enemy plans
to conduct large scale attacks in western Kontum and Pleiku were preempted
while he increaaed activity in Darlac Province. During the first week
of August, elements of the NVA 174th Regiment attacked both Dak Pek and
Dak Saang SF Camp by fire daily. A 6 August contact west of Dak Seang
between the 8th ARVN Airborne Battalion and the probable 2nd and possible
1st Battslions, 174th Regiment resulted in 184 enemy killed. This
engagement probably disrupted ensoy plans to attack Dak Seang in August.
Throughout the remainder of the wmonth, there was evidence of enemy e
surveillance and battlefield preparationa, particularly in the Dak To
area. There was no significant contact. In the western Pleiku/south-
western Kontum area, there were i{ndications that major B-3 Front elements
relocated f{ros wvest of Duc Co to Base Area 702 contiguous to the Plei
Trap valley in Canbodia. Probable elements of the NVA 66th Regiment,
reinforced with a DKZ-B unit, attacked Le Thanh Fire Support Base on -

23 August with an estimated SO rounds of 122mm rocket fire. This vas a
probable enemy attempt to gain a significant psychologicnllpropa;anda
victory prior to the September elections. The enemy continued heavy
mining of highway 19 near Duc Co SF Camp, but confined his attention to
redeployment and probable battlafield preparations in the Plei Trap valley,
Plei Djereng/Plei Mrong area. Enenmy activity throughout the remainder of
Pleiku Province was characterized by small unit activity and attacks by
£4re, probably conducted by the &th Battalion, NVA 95B Regiment, in the
northwest and the 5th Battalion in southeast Pleiku Province. Tha enemy
conducted attacks by fire on Plei Mrong, Edap Enang, Phi Nhon Sub Sector
Headquarters, and Plei Do Lim SF Camp. In Darlac Province, enemy offenaive
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activity increased. Agent Teports, a detainee's statements; ond , s
captured document indicate that the B-3 Front is infiltrating suy;)4e,
and food through Base Area 238 in North Central Darlac. A 3 Augyye
sighting of 200 enemy in western Darlac indicates that the enemy poygip]
1s infiltrating personnel. Increased enemy propaganda and terTor{gm in y
Darlac, and a 27 August attack by fire on an ARVN airport near Ban Me
Thuot indicated enemy attempts to disrupt the September elections, Trang
Phuc and Buon Blech CIDG Camps received 35-60 rounds of 82mm mortar fire
respectively on 30 August, indicating enemy attempts to gain unobstructed
access through northern Darlac. In the coastal Brovingel, anexy harassuent .
and attacks increased sharply, proba ecting attempts to disrupt
the elections. The relocation of thefzgz and 3rd EBattalions, VC 2nd
Regiment, approximately 10 August to the Cay Giep mountain area east of
Bong Son, and enemy attacks by fire on the 1st Air Cavalry Division
Landing Zones in northeast Binh Dinh indicate NVA NT 3 Division attempts
to regain control of the population and area for the coming September
rice ha o disrupt the elections. The relocation of the vC 2nd
Regiment indicates that the NVA NT J Division probably will attempt to
ragain co rol of northeast Binh Dinh during the coming Delts Monsoon .
Season. (In Phu Yen) enemy offenaive activity in the Song Cau/Tuy Roa

On 9 August, probable elements of the 3Cth

areas sharply Increased.
MP Battalion overran an RD Campaign Headquarters south of Tuy Hoa, During
attempted to destroy two

the last week in August, enemy sapper elements-
bridges south and southeast of Tuy Hoa. Company and multi-company forces
attacked a VN prison west and ARVN forces southwest of the city. Attacks
by fire on an RD Campaign Headquartars south of Tuy HRoa, and-a company
size contact north of the city indicated enemy attempts to disrupt the
alections. On 17 August in Khanh Hoa, enemy terrorists destroyed two
polling places in Nha Trang; however, other e ected enemy activit
not materialize. (In the southern provinces of 11 CTZ, the enewy initiated
ncreas . but sporadic attacks. On 10 August south of Dalat in Tuyen
Duc Province, a VC company attacked a Truong Son Montagnard Training
Group. A contact south of Dalat on 27 August and an explosion in a GORDS
building on 20 August in the city indicats enemy attempts to disrupt the
election. On 11 and 15 August, ARVN forces contacted probable elements
of the C=210 LF Company and the 145th MF Battalion west of Di Linh and
on highway 20 in southwast Lam Dong Province. 1In Ninh Thuan, enexy
forces sabotaged the POL pipeline near Phan Rang on three separate
occasions. In Binh Thuan, enemy attempts to disrupt the elections were
characterized by attacks on RD hamlets and ARVN forces north of Phan

Thist on 14 August and a 31 August attack by fire on a sector head-
quarters inm the city.

(3) (C) 111 CTZ: In August, main force elements conducted one
major attack. The 165th Regiment was identified in the attack of Tong
Le Chon Special Forces Camp. The NVA l4lst Regiment, subordinate to
the NVA CT 7 Division, probably has returned to northern Tay Ninh
province, The NVA 10lat Regiment remains in northeast Tay Ninh, in the
vicinity of Base Area 353. Relocation of some elements 1is probable in

—— - - - . —— . —
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ths VC CT 9 Division {n centrsl II1 CTZ. Prom northern Binh long Province
to southern Phuoc Long, the VC 271st, VC 272nd, and VC 273rd Regiments
are deployed to provide a security screen for enemy activity in MR 10,

or to pose an of fensive threat to the Route 13 axis. This division has
avoided contact throughout August. The division's current dispositions
pose a threat to friendly installatiomns from southern Binh long north
along Route 13 and extends to special forces camps in northern Binh Long
and Phuoc Long Provinces. The vC CT 5 Division remains deployed in Long
Kha.h and Phuoc Tuy Provinces, The headquarters and support elements are
prc .»ly in eastern Phuoc Tuy, with the VC 274th Regiment deployed in the
ve. ... Phuoc Tuy-eastern Bien Hoa area, with some elements in south-

we. .arn Long Khanh. In central Long Khanh, the VC 275th Regiment poses
a tnreat to Route 1 and Route 20. Local forces attempted to generate
widespread anti-election activity. Their accomplishments were limited
largely to conduct of propaganda incidents, {nterdiction of LOC, and
terrorism.

() (€) IV cTZ: During August, the VC continued efforts to
disrupt the presidentinl election by interdicting LOC, acts of terrorism,
propagnndn, and an indiscriminate shelling of Can Tho City. In Dinh
Tuong Province, Operation CORONADO II and CUU LONG 64, which terminated
on 3 and 4 August respectively, resulted in cunulative enemy loases of
657 XIA and at least 500 detainees. One agent report (C-2) indicates
the 263rd MF and 514th LF Battalions are completely disorganized. On

13 August in Kien Phong Province, possible elements of the 502nd LF
Battalion attacked the base of the 1/16 ARVN one kilometer northwest of
Cac Lanh City. The VC have conducted i{ndiscriminate mining and shelling
of the civilian population. On 26 August in Kien Hoa Province, 2

.eivilian bus detonatad a mins on highwsy 26, killing 22 civilians., On

27 August in Phong Dinh Province, an unidentified enemy force, possibly
elements of the Tay Do Battaliocm, attacked Can Tho City by fire, kjlling
46 and wounding 228 civilians

2. (O SELECTED ENEMY OPERATIONS DURING THE PERIOD

a. (U) Strengths and Dispositions. (See MACV Monthly OB Summarty

dated 31 August 1967).

b, (U) Order of pattle. (See MACVY Monthly OB Summary dated 31 August
1967).

a. (C) New Enemy Tactics, Weapons and Equipment.

(1) Tactics:

(a) Allied air atrikes are bringing about changes in enemy
cactics. A CMIC gource stated that in January 1967 his unit, located
in Quang Tri Province, began using bombed and defoliated areas as base
emplacements. This tactic vas witnessed 14 times by the source and vas
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successful on each occasion, -The unit would watt-—ut :

1f a "small area" (dimensions unknown) had been bo-bdo.k"' Roving
into it, The unit waited at least a week before using Aragy”
(dimensions unknown), because these areas were more 11881 0 be pogheq
tvo or three times. They used bombed areas as "safe ATSAr becayge the
VC had noticed that reconnaissance aircraft seemad te P <rtle attentisg
to them, The same reasoning applied to the use of defolizand areqn, 71y
the case of a defoliated ares, they felt that the ares YOU< be untouched
for about three months before being spreyed again, ‘

(b) Another OMIC source, who was a nesbor ©f 8 mnit located
in Pleiku Province revealed that the official policy of hil zompeny
provided for canceling all offensive attacka or actiost £67 2 48-hour
period after any kind of an air strike, especially attstks Zom tactical
bombers, or when FAC aircraft ware circling overhead in the< vieiniry,
Source remembered four occasions when plans of ambueh with= Pleiku \
Province were cancelled because of either an air strike ¥i<ra 8 to 10
kilometers of their position or euspicion of detectios »¥ ETcraft,

(2} New Weapons and Equipment:

(a) The V-25 Fuze (140mm Rocket): This fus® s an erming
distance of 130 meters and three settings:

1. Superquick Arming. Acceleration caud®l two spring
loaded longitudinal locking detents to set back, unlod*ﬁ‘-"‘ two firing
Pin retaining weights, Centrifugal force causes the tw fag pin
retaining weights to move outward, On termination of acveli=ation, the
primer detonator collar moves forward under spring tensi®™® Zto position,
locking the retaining weights in the outward position, UFT impact, the
firing pin impinges the primer detonator, causing functied © the booster
lead-in and, in turn, the booster and the main charge.

2. Delay Arming, Selection of the “stt falay"-option
turns the cam shaft to block the "superquick" flash chll"‘z & open the
"short delay" flash channel. Selection of the "long delaT tarns the cam
shaft to block tha "superquick”™ and "short delay" flash ¢dx=als. The
"long delay" pellets are initiated on all options and fwtim as a S
back-up for both the "superquick” and “short delay" opti™, {n addition
to their primary function of "long delay". "

(b) The DX2-B Fuze (122mm Rocket): The "N-T° 1s set-back
armed, When accelsratad, the z2ig-zag arming sleeve, retsnies by ¢ governor,
sats back, permitting a locking pin relay. The arming pes™7T flashes
through the firing pin relay to ignite an explosive detest, bolding the
datonator rotor out of alignment, A weight, having set W<t om initial
acceleration, permita the rotor to align, The fuze is t™e irmed, On
inmpact, the nose cup is crushed,and force is transmitted “'.;ldi'“““
plece which sheers the striker assembly from the governct, &loving it

- —
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to impinge the attuulturT“D!ptndcut on uelly'llxtttur'tttttng.'the
applicable delay flasher to the relay detonator detonates the tetryl
booster. The DKZ-B fuze ia armed as soon as it leaves the launcher

tube.

£, (W) Administrative Units. (See MACV Monthly OB Summary dated

31 August 1967).

m. (C) Nuglear fiological, Chemi
Warfare. MSG Do Tien Thanh, & detaine
reported that the ragiment is equipped

cal, Electronic, OT Radiological
e from the NVA 174th Regiment,
with gas masks for defenaive use,

He strassed that the masks ware par:iCularly effective against white

phosphorus fumes. Thanh also reported
supportad by & chenical platoon, consi
The strength of the platoon is 50 pers

that the NVA 174th Regiment is
sting of three chemical squads.
onnel.

n. (C) Engineers. Task Force OREGON elements, operating in southern

1 CTZ, capturad four detaineas who ide
Sappar Battalion. Furthar interrogati
was formad in Quang Ngai Province in t

ntified their unit as the 406th
on revealed that the 406th Battalion

he vicinity of Sen Kon Hamlet about

February 1967, 1t vas formed from elements of the NVA 262nd Battalio
which started 4ufiltration from NVN in November 1966, The unit tut
through Laos into YN whers alements of the unit separated and cont

on to the Son Ken Haxzlet arsa, Quang Ngai Province, to form the backbone

of tha nevly formed A06th Battalionm.
was formed by the reassigoment of the

The remainder of the battalion
30th Company, 409th Sapper Battalion,

MR 5, in March 1967, The AO6th pattalion is composed of the 30th, 40th,
s0th, and 60th Companies. The AOth and 60th Companies ara reportedly
composed of all nev VA parsonnel. Weapons and ammunition were issued
after infiltration was conplatad, Commutications by the battalion is

conducted by messenger,
3. (C) OTHER INTELLIGERCE PACTORS

a. (U) Enemy Tdentifications:

(1) Confirmed. (See MACV Monthly 0B Summary dated 31 August 1967).

2) Unconfirmed. (Sam MACY Monthly OB Sunmary dated 31 August 1967).

4. (©) Personalities Tdantified:

{1) Ko nev {dentifications were made in COSVN; MR's 1, 2, 3, 4

6, and 105 or 10th Special Region.

(2) Tri-Thien MR:

- — 70
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UNIT POSITION CMRME T T e
Tri-Thien MR 01lC, MR Party LT CEN Bay
Committee
lat Dep Cmdr SR COL Kinh
NVA 6th Regt Co MAJ Thu
X0 CPT An
PO MAJ Dan
vC 800th Bn Co SR CPT De
X0 CPT Duy
PO CPT Tan
VC 802nd Bn co SR CPT Chu
X0 Kanh
PO Dung
NVA 806th Bn co SR CPT Rguyen Yan Chu
X0 1LT Thanh
PO CPT The
NVA 5th Regt
NVA 416th Ba co SR CPT Le Van A
X0 CPT Nguyen Ngoc Quy -
PO SR CPT Ea Duc Duc
NVA 8li4th Bm co CPT Thanh
X0 Ha
PO Am
NVA 808th Bn co CPT Van Kien
X0 Le Van Hat
PO CPT Le Niem
NVA 804th Bn co CPT Nhon
X0 Phuong
PO CPT Bay
MR 5
B-]) Front
NVA 174th Regt co LTC Dam Van Nguy <<
or Ngui
X0 MAJ Ly Long Quan
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- -107th AD Bn ° co C?T-Hloang Tam-Thanh
: X0 CPT Nguyen Uc
PO SR CPT Le Minh Khan
. Rear Services Aspirant Tuc
Staff LT Dao Chi
Medical Aspirant Nguyen Van
Son
lst Co : co SR LT Lai Aoh Ton
X0 LT Huu or Hiu
2ad Co co SR LT Nguyen Van Te
X0 LT Van
PO SR LT Long
3rd Co co SR LT Nguyen Dinh Canh
X0 * LT Vu Van Thuong
PO SR LT Le Phi Thuong
e. (U) Casualties. (Ses Annex B).

3. (U) Weather. The following table reflects specific data for the

sonth of August from representative CTZ weather stations: B 20
o j; B =E g @ &
] - = F
. tE 2 % 3 3 3§ ¢
. a ’E B g' 7] o 7]
Mean Daily Maximm Temperature (*r) 94 89 77 93 87 87 B85
. Normal 93 91 80 94 89 87 87
Mean Daily Minimua Temperature (°p) 79 78 69 81 76 76 26
Normal 77 16 61 719 15 76 16
Mumber of days wvith Fog 2 0 30 1 12 2 7
Normal 1 1 27 1 19 1 0
Nunber of days with Thunderstorms 4 4 2 2 1 2 7
Normal 7 4 6 4 9 8 8
Number of days vith Precipitation 10 8 31 9 20 26 28
Normal 12 8 23 6 22 18 19
total Monthly Rainfsll (inches) 8,9 3.116.9 1,3 6.2 10.2 16.0
. Normal 4.6 2.2 19.3 1.9 10,5 7.6 10.4
Cailing and Visibility Frequency
below 1,500 fest and/or 3 miles
(2 of Time) 0.6 0.7 70.8* 1.3 4.8 2,6 2.7
Normal 0.7 0.5 49,000 8,0 7.2 5.9

et — dm— o ——— —— ——— e —— pa— - —
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NOTE: *® - Prequency of airfield minimum criteria of 1,500 feet and/or
5 miles.

4. (C) COUNTERINTELLIGENCE

a. General: Early in 1967, the Viet Cong of Go Mon District of MR
4 announced a new overall strategic policy under the title of the "Three
Front Plan", This plan was intended to be a guide for all VC activity
in the district for the remainder of the year. The plan covers military
activity, deep penetration into Government of Vietnam (GVN) controlled
areas, and consclidation of v hite" or "liberated" areas,

Military activity is concerned basically with the efforts of
the district military units, 2nd Battalion (165A) and 67A Special Action
Unit, to fight pitched battles and conduct raids and forays against Allied
outposts and GVN centers, Included are plans to attack Tan Son Nhut
Air Base, the POL area in lower Go Vap, the Rural Development (RD) teams
at Tan Thant Dong Village, Phu Hos District, Hoc Mon Town District
Headquarters, police and village offices, and the Quang Trung Training
Center.

The deep penetration phase {s by far the most ambitious. This
phase covers the establishment of guerrilla forces, increased civilian
and military proselyting, esplonage and sapper activities in GVN con~
trolled areas, During this phase, village Party representatives
(secretaries) are to be sent into the villages to establish or re-
establish the Party organization. (Soi, aka Am, was doing this as
Political Chief of Vung III, -~ — &n area comprising a number of villages
-~.when he vas arrested in June). Under this phase, aspionage agents,
particularly bar girls, are to be trained and sent intc areas as deep
as Saigon. A call has gone out for each cadre to recruit at least two
more people to the cause, Other actions such as the blowing up of the
Tan Son Nhut fuel line, the railroad line explosion in Gia Dinh, and the
attempt to place a bomb outside the 519th BEQ are to be included in this
phase, along with VC propaganda activities outlined in the Nhi Binh/
Thanh Loc Regilon.

Consolidation of the "white" or ") iberated" areas, the last part
of the plan, is concerned wvith strengthening defenses in the area already
under the control of the VC (basically in Trung An and Binh My Villages).
The call has gone out for each cell to construct its share of tunnels,
bamboo spike pits, and booby traps. Alsc ineluded in this portion is
the political consolidation of "yiberated” areas by organizing VC
political structures inm the villages and hamlets. To this end, Party
Chapters have been established down to hamlet level in Trung An Village.

The plan is quite flexible and any one phase can be adapted to
the current situation in any particular area. At this time, military
activities are confined to Vungs IV and V, basically Trung An, Tan Thanh
Dong, Dong Thanh and Nhi Binh, The penetratiocn portion covars Yunga 1,

10
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111, and the rensinder of Vung . The consolidation part 13 conceérned
sainly with Trung An and Binh My. The VC were attempting to move into
the consolidation phase in Nhi Binh in May 1967 when Allied forces in
Operation PAIRFAX moved into the area, forcing the VC to switch to the
pilitary phase. This basic strategy {influences all vC planning in the
district. X

CONFIDENTIAL

b. Espionage:

(1) Several recent reports from u.S. and RVN {intelligence
agencies indicate increased use by the VC of female agents as intelligence
cadre and proselyting cadre. In addition, there are indications of
females being used to target individuals for assasaination.

(a) An OSI IR dated 31 July 1967, evaluated F-6, reported
that 4 young female VC {ntelligence agents vere infiltrated into Can
Tho from "Ironoc™, a hamlet neart Can Tho, Phong pinh Province, dressed
in the uniforms of female ARVN and National Police per-onnel. The
female agents reportedly ware assigned the mission of cultivating the
friendship of officers of the RVN Rural Development Progran and the ARVN
Ranger unit in the Can Tho area with the objective of gaining information
on the movement of RVN forces and activities directed against the VC.
They were also assigned the mission of spotting targets for assassination
in Can Tho and Cai Rang Village, Phong Dinh Province and, allegedly,
already have had one woman xilled (NFI).

(osI COMMENT): Numerous racent reports have indicated increased emphasis
on penetration of AVN and U.8,/FWAT agencies and installations in the
Can Tho area for purposes of espionage, subversion, sabotage, and
terrorism. BY succensful penetration of the RVK forces who provide
external security for Binh Thuy Alr Base, the VC could secure knowledge
of the disposition and strength of RVN units deployed around the base.
The spotting of potential targets for assassination would also pose &
sarious threat to the aumerous 0.5, personnel billeted in the Can Tho
ATEA.

-

(b) A & August 1967 report, {nformation evaluated C-2, from
the Saigon, Cholon, Gia pigh Combined Security Committee conceTns an
upknown number of trained female VC agents who have been assigned the
sission of peunetrating GVN and U.S./FWHAF {nstallations in the Saigon
area.. The females were also {nstructed to attempt to elicit information
from U.S./WMAF personnel through casual conversation.

(c) 1t is possible the VC believe females may be allowed
sore freedom of povement and access in and around RVN and U.S./FWHAF
4nstallations than gpales and therefore DAY be able to provide more
useful information.

11
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¢. Sabotage: A USNAVINVSERVO report (B-3) describes s method the
VC used to smuggle grenades into the Saigon Port area for sabotage and
terrorist purposes, The {nformation was obtained from an i{nformant who
received the grenades from a VC messenger in the following manner:

(1) On 13 July 1967, the informant was approached by a VC
messenger (NPI), and given a cookie can of Chinese originm. At the
bottom of the container, separated from the cookies by a paper partition,
were two hand grenades of Russian origin.

(2) The informant was given {nstructions to infiltrate to the
Saigon Port area on or before the 20th of July (celebration of the Indo-
China Cease Fire) and to place the grenades as follows:

(a) One grenade was to be placed under a CONEX locker. The
pin was to be removed and the grenade set with the spoon portion on the
ground so that the grenade would be tipped over and detonated by the
forklift used to move the CONEX locker.

(b) The second grenade was to be thrown into any poft area
bar heavily patronized by Americans.

(NIS COMMENT): Infiltration of weapons and explosives into the Saigon
ares in this manner is not at all uncommon. Detection of these materials
{s extremely difficult as it wvould entail searching every vehicle and
every person entering the Saigon area,

e. Propaganda and Rumors: USNAVINVSERVO, Vietnam and OSI have
recently reported unsolicited copies of "The Bond" being received by
ssrvicemen in Vietnanm.

“rhe Bond" is a weskly newspaper which began publication in early
June 1967, in Berkaley, California. The objective of the group publishing
the newspaper reportedly is to organize U.S. servicemen opposed to the
war in Vietnam.

The editor makes an appeal for money and material and also warms
that the publisher expects lagal action, under federal law, to be taken
against the publication,

f£. Miscellaneous: A USNAVINVSERVO report (F-6) concerns information
oo VC use of U.S. Overseas Mission Hospital in Danang, RVN, to obtain
treatment for wounded cadre, This information was obtained from the
iotarrogation of SUM, VO aka SON, a VC cadre captured on 25 May 1967
in Danang.

SUM statsd that he was wounded in December 1964, while escaping
a U.S, operation in the vicinity of Binh Trung Hamlet, Binh Giang Village,
Thong Binh District, Quang Nam Province. Shortly after the completion
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of the military operation, he was transported by boat to the Danaiig City
docks., SUM then proceeded by "cyclo" to the U,5. Overseas Mission
Bospital in Danang and obtained treatment.

SUM stated this methed of cbtaining treatment of wounded cadre
from the Binh Giang Village area is still in use and furnished the
following details:

Wounded VC cadre are transported aboard a boat owned and
operated by A, Nguyen (NFI). This boat is approximately 60 feet long
and eight feet wide, The center portion of the boat is covered and
wounded cadre are concealed under vegetables and other products. The
boat usually departs Binh Trung Hamlet at 1800 and arrives at Danang
City dock at approximately 0100 the following morning.

(NIS COMMENT): This report is not intended to imply that the USOM
Eospital, Danang has furnished treatment to a great number of wounded

VC cadre. At the time of SUM's alleged treatment in this hespital,

he vas 48 years old and because of his age could easily have infiltrated
the stream of wounded Vietnamese, wvho are civilian victims of the war.
Most members of the VC infrastructure fall within this age group (40-55).
The U.S., has probably unknowingly furnished medical care to several of
these individuals over the years,

The VC from this area are reportedly short on medical
supplies and personnel, and friendly military operations in the area
have forced the VC continually to shift medical facilities and sick
and vounded cadre to evade capture or destruction. The VC will probably
econtinue to make use of this means of obtaining medical treatment for .
wounded cadre, vhen possible, especially for those in the 40=55 age

bracket, _
5. (5) ENEMY CAPARILITIES AND VULNERABILITIES

a, Capsbilities:

(1) The enemy can attack at any time selected targets in widely
separated areas in SVN in up to multi-battalion strength.

(2) The enemy can defend from present positions in the DMZ area;
elsevhere he can delay on successive positions.

(3) The enemy ¢an reinforce in SVN by infiltrating additional
personnel and units from NVN and by in-country recruitment,

(4) The enemy can withdraw forces into Cambodia, Laos, and NVN
and can evade frisndly forces.

13

SECRET



SECRET

b, Discussion and Analysis:

(1) Attack: The enemy can attack, at any time, selected targets
in widely separated areas in SVN in up to multi-battalion strength, He
is not likely, however, to favor a course of action which would require
him to mass large forces, unless prospects of success were very high.
The enemy's doctrine of attack calls for careful selection and preparation
of the battle area, followed by attack only when there is a high proba-
bility of success, He is quick to seize opportunities to attack small,
{solated units. In recent months, the enemy has relied more and more on
small-scale ground attacks and stand-off attacks by fire, utilizing
mortars, rockets, and recoilless rifles.

(2) Defend: The enemy can defend in strength in the IMZ area,
Elsewhere he is unable to conduct a sustained defense but is capable of
delay on successive positions. Aside from the DMZ area, the enemy is
unlikely to consider any single position a base area worth a determined
defense.

(3) Reinforce: The enemy can reinforce in SVN by infiltrating
a limited number of additional personnel and units from NVN and by
1ymited in-country recruitment. To continue his protracted war of
attrition it 1s essential that he continue the overall reinforcement in
SUYN to counter-balance the friendly build-up. Because of his lack of
tactical mobility, he does not usually reinforce on the battlefield;
attack forces are positioned in advance. When required to defend he will
fand off and extricate rather than reinforce,

(4) Withdraw:

(a) Strategically, the enemy's doctrine for insurgency
varfare ("peoples' var") encompasses both guerrills action and actian
by conventional formations simultaneoualy. Intensification of guerrilla-
type actions, including the use of guerrilla tactics by main force elements,
{s not in itself an indication that Main Force elementa and their control
systems are being broken up, that they have ceased to pose a threat,
or that the enemy no longer intends to employ these forces when ready.
There sre no present indications of NVA or VC Main Force strategic
withdraval.

(b) Tactically, vhenever the enemy considers it necessary
or advantageous to him, he will break contact and withdraw from the
immediate area of combat. The enemy has on numerous occasions withdrawn
fcrces across the border into the DMZ and NVN from northern Quang Tri
Province in I CTZ, into Cambodia from Pleiku and Kontum Provinces of
I1 CTZ, and from Tay Ninh, Phuoc Long, and Binh Long Provinces in III
CTZ. These tactical withdrawals occur vhen he hes been pressed, and
for purposes of resupply, refitting, training, and to conserve his own
strength.

14

SECRET



SECRET

Relative Probability of Adoption:

(1) Conduct acts of terrorism, sabotage, harassment, and pro-

5 enda, with emphasis on the RD Program, and cemtinue interdiction of

”fln‘ with the objective of increasing VC control over the population and
snying GVN and U.S./FWMAF use of water, rail, and highway 10C.

(2) Conduct attacks by fire against friendly military positions,
airfields, and logistics installations.

(3) Withdraw forces into base areas, Cambodia, Lacs, or NVN
whenever he deems it necessary for retraining, resupply, or rest,

(4) Continue to attempt to increase his atrength in SVN by
adding new units and replacements through infiltration and in-country

recruitment,

(5) Conduct attacks in up to multi-battalion strength against
friendly forces and inatallations, with the exception of IV CIZ, where
up to reinforced company size attacks are likely to be carried out.

(6) Defend critical installations with forces locally available,

d, Vulnerabilities:

(1) Enemy forces are vulnerable to air, artillery, and naval
gunfire attack and to vertical envelopment by airmobile forces.

(2) Because of limitations in the enemy's logistical system,
those units located geographically in SVN where the sanctuaries of Laos,
Cambodia, and NVN can be denied them are vulnerable to sustained friendly

operations. -

(3) The enexy's logistical system is vulnerable to ground, ses,
and air interdiction because of the length of LOC and dependence on the
local populace for labor and security.

(4) Enemy main force extensive attack preparation and inflexi~
bility in execution are vulnerable to preemption by spoiling actions.

(5) Enemy base areis and supply caches are sometimes logistically
interdependent and are subject to destruction in detail,

(6) The VC are dependent upon the people. Continued pressure
on the enemy will increase VC pressure on the people who will become
more susceptible to psychological warfare operations. '

[ ]
Wua, Co/
PHILLIP B. DAVIDSON, JR.‘GQ
Brigadier General, USA
ACofS, J2
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ANNEX A. (C) LARGE SCALE SIGNIPICANT AND LARGE-SCALE-ATTACKS -- -
1. (C) Large Scala Significant Attacka:

On 7 August in Binh Long Province, the NVA 165th Regiment placed 4
82en mortar and 57mm Recoilless rifle rounds on and attacked Tong Le C
3F Camp which was manned by four CIDG companies, Twenty CIDG and one
LLDB were KIA and four USSF and 66 CIDG were WIA, The enemy suffered
116 KIA and lost the following equipment: three 12, 7=m machine guns,
five AR-47 rifles, 24 X-50 submachine guns, one u.s, carbine, seven
USSR rifles, four M-l rifles, one 57mm recoilless rifle, one CHICOM
radio, 20 anti-tank mines, and 10 satchel charges. This was the firat
identified contact with this regiment since 14 January 1967, when 1t
vwas contacted in Phuoc Long Province. )

2. () Enemy Initiated Incidents by CTZ during August;

I CT2 II CT2 II1T CTZ IV CT2 TOTAL
Attacks 72 45 43 35 200
Harassment 373 160 338 315 1,386
Terrorism 81 43 54 27 205
Sabotage 22 24 27 61 134
Propaganda 17 56 5 12 90
AA Fire 685 87 173 231 1,176
TOTAL 1,455 415 640 681 3,191

ANNEX B. (C) ENEMY LOSSES
1. Enemy XIA by CTZ during August:

1CTZ ITcrz 11rerz 1vers T0TAL
2,725 1,354 938 776 5,793

2. Chiau Hoi Returnees during August:

MILITARY POLITICAL OTHER TOTAL
1,401 381 149 2,131

3. Captured Enemy Weapons during August:

LCT2 I1CTZ IIrcrz 1verz TOTAL
c/s 67 51 43 6 167
IND WPN 2723 418 518 276 1,985

TOTAL 40 69 61 82 2,152
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