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PRAVDA REPORTS ON DRV ANTI-AIRCRAFT ACTIONS
Moscow PRAVDA 11 October 1G65--A

(V. Sharapov article: "The Defenders of /Ham Rong/": all bracketed Vietnamese
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(Text) The life of the Yietnanese antiaireraft men is difficult and dangerous. It

is easier to list the few hours of quiet than to count how many times a day they nust,
glued to the guns, watch for approaching American aircraft and engage them 1in combat.
The signal fcr alert is sounded 10 and sometimes even 20 times a day on the poesitions.
So it was now, too, that when Battery Commander (Kha Khyui Kuang) began to describe
the recent engagements, it was reported from the observation post that a group of
American fighters was approaching from Than Foa. . .

We had met the scldlers of this battery in May. They then presented us with a
miniature replica of an Amerlcan F-101 fighter plane made by the soldilers out of

the debris of the plane which they had downed in the first fight 4t the {Ham Rong])
bridge. The battery's positlon then was not far from the electric power station.
Now the guns are located in rice fields from which the bridge can be seen clearly.
There is probably no other objective in Vietnam on which the Amcrican Air Force has
dumped so many bombs as on the,__{l'!am‘jgpg) bridge. This bridge extends between two
mountains over the deep (Mal River near Thani Hoa city. I did not succeed in seeing
this bridge in the form that it was built by the people. Only framcs of documentary
rfilms and photographs have preserved 1ts stark beauty.

I happened to see these places a few nonths ago. We then had heard about the
extensive raids of the American Alr Force on the (iHam Rong) bridpe but did not imagine
all the conscquences of the barbarous bombings. We were told that at the (Ma)

River itself we would cross on a ferry since the bridge was damaged. The night

was bright and the moon was shining. It nurt the view at (Ham Reung):  there where
crippled $russes and bridge scpans that iad crashed into the water , . .




