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SUCCESSIVE LOSSES CREATE  FE4R AND MALINGER ING

An enemy.document recently captured in Thua Thien Province by an
element. of the Séd Airborne Division, contained a personal‘letter from
a8 unit commander to his sSuperior,

The author reported that upon his return to his unit he found that
oné—half ot his troops were sick and as a result their assigned work was
not brogressing on schedule,

Gathering his cadre, they analyred the problem and found that
Some€ negative and pro-rightist thoughts had developed since the last
battle, In that'fight many unit members had been killed or wounded and‘
they also had witnessed casualties in other units as a result of shelling
and ambushes, With so many of the comrades getting killed or wounded the
unit members were voicing their opinion that sooner or later their turn
would come,

To find a solution to these "ideological problems" the author called
meetings of the unit's party members and the military-civilian pecple,
These meetings resulted in the relative stacilization of the situation and
a return to normalcy, He offered as evidence of the improved condition
a "Letter of Determination" which confirmed his unit's high determination
to meet the norms set by the emulation drive,

The author closed his report with the hope that some plan to

help his unit could be worked out by his superior,




To vrother Bach,

Rerort on my unit's situation.

Returning from the meeting, I found that the situation in my unit was as
filows: one hslf of the unit Dersonnel were sick and work wes Gelnyed, I
gothered the cadres, made a deep analysis to find sut the ressons [_for such =
situation_? and clearly resrlized that some negative and pro-rizhtist thoushts
ned made their appesrance following the lasi battle in which many unit members
were kKilled and wounded. Thile evacuating the wounded to the dispensery, a
number of comrades witnessed the casualties inflicted on {.1C by enemy shellings,
and, returning nome, they found that unit 25 had 3 corrades Killed in an awmbush.
As a whole, because the dead and wounded Z—within our rsnks_? nave constantly
increzsed, some comrades voided the opinion that, sooner or lster, their turn
would come. In the face of such n situation, I have, since my return from the
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meeting, strived to find out ways and means to 50lve these ideonlogzical problems
)y }' i}
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specifically, I convened meetings of Farty ipﬁemb&rs 7, Sroup /[ pembers [/ and
military-civilian reopls with a view to re-conflrming their mission and, owing
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Lo theses weetinrs, ‘he ideclogical 7 situstion has teen ralativels sitabvilized

and has returred 15 rormal as materielized by = "Letter of determination” addressed
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to the Party committee and i unlt“7 commander confirming the / unit / rersonnel's
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high detersinstiorn t2 meet the norms set by the emulation ¢

nad been o
This is the rerort o0 our situation submitted to you with the nopre thet

wWord Oout s2me rtlian to help us.
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To Zrother hqt.

~e reached this side of the creek of "Vit" / Duck ; after
nightfall on 16 July; therefore, we could not arrive at the pre-
determired mesting place. .e tien hid our weapons snd ecuitment
there. Cn the morming of 17 Julw, we will have to return to evacuate
21l the wounded. If our evacuvating elemunt can complete its tasx
before 12 Julv, our unit will ke present at the new location on 19
July.,

You are reguested to solve some protlems for us;:

1. i+ ;men, including seven in comrade Fhu's elemant, who
wers zssipned to take the remeining 35 hushels of rice st Hei
Thuv hezve not returned vet., ‘e wait for vour instructions 2s to
whether thev will stay there or should we #ssign someone ta czll
them hack,

2. #*s for our new locstio, should we tempornrily bhivouac 2t
the mediczl stetion bafore looking 2round for other zrzas as vou told
us the other day, or should we wait for the decisinn of the staff .
section regerding the building of the nese in this sres: e uwait
for your instructioas.

3. How co1 we estehlish daily contret with “Joan [:Troup 5_7

and easpecially with the dear Service Section? Our reserve of rice
will be exhausted by 20 July.

[ Tarc 2 of item 1 of OT_/
[ Letter cover

A
To Brother #ot.

“au of the Corridor Unit.
To 3rother Baeh.
I would like to report to you on the situation of my unit.

After attending the meeting, I returned to ny unit and founi half
of my men sick and all tasks perrormad haphazardly. I orqsanized
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a meeting to look for the cruses and T discovered that following
the last bettle some of my men had rightist and escepist tan-
dencies. The battle caused some losses to my unit, =s meav were
wounded or dead. what's more, some comrades who evacuated the
wounded to the medical station actually witnessed casualties
inflicted on K10/ poss 810th Inf Bn_/ by airstrikes. BRack at
their unit, they saw another 25 dead among the wounded. In-ade
dition, three oth.r men of their unit were killed in a recent
ambush. Because of such successive logses, some soldiers feared

—

that their turn would soon come. 1In the frce ur such a situetion,
I tried to toke some measures to solve the idesrleozical matters and
I have comparatively stabilized the morele of my rwm.  Besides,
the meetings held by Croup snd Prrty mamhers s well &s the sol-
dier's congresses have corrected 211 errors. s a resuit, the
morale of my men has been stahilized #n3 8ll soldizrs heve sent
their resolution for fighting to the Farty Committec and the
Commander. ¥y men have also set criteris for emulation and I
think I have praviously informed you of this metter. 7This is

my report on the situation of my unit ond we expoict to receive
vour 2ssistance soon.

1% augnst 1957
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