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GEN. WILLIAM C. WESTMORELAND'S
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GION NATIONAL CONVE

HON. G. ELLIOTT HAGAN

OF GEQORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REFRESENTATIVES
\ Monday, October 14, 1968

Mr. HAGAN. Mr. Speaker, last month
the American Legion held its 50th na-
tional convention in the city of New
Orleans. At that time a great American
and soldier, Gen. Willlam C. Westmore-
land, was presented the highest honor
that organization bestows for distin-
quished service, the American Legion's
Distinquished Service Award.

General Westmoreland’s acceptance
speech to the Legion contains a timely
message for all Americans, and I, under
unanimous consent, include it in the Ex-
tensions of Remarks:

ADDRESS BY GEN., W. C, WESTMORFELAND, CHIEF
OF BTAFF, U8B, ARMY, 50TH ANNUAL NATIONAL
CONVENTION, THE AMERICAN LEGION, NEW
Commandor“SORRPATT=Lri
Commander y uished

guests, Legionnaires, ladles and gehtlemen:

I am deeply honored that I have been selected

to receive The American Legion's Distin-

guished Service Award, I accept it with great
humnility and pride, for to me it has a very
special meaning . . . it is your recognition
of the sacrifices and hardships that our Na-
tlon's sons have endured on the battlefleld.

I was there—for a long time, and I saw their

courage—their gallantry—their willingness

to fight and die—so0 that our freedoms shall
endure.

I nm grateful to each one of you. This
award clearly expresses your personal con-
cern for all of the dedicated men in our
Army-Navy-Alr Force-Marines and Coast
Guard. Your deep concern for us and our
Nation is what I think the American Legion
{5 all about. It is clear proof that you have
accepted the responsibilities for protecting
the freedom we enjoy. In so doing, you have
set the example for all to follow . . . end I

wish there was some way I could personally
pin n medal on each one of you--because you
are the kind of American who did not set
aside responsibility for national defense the
day you took off your uniform.

The American Leglon's untiring interest in
our natlonal security is well known. Equally
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well knogn s your Interest in the youth of
America, Therefore, tonight I should like to
talk briefly about two things: first, about our
military operations in South Vietnam—a
matter of prime concern to each of us inter-
ested in the security of our Nation—and,
second, about those remarkable young men
and women who—this very night—continue
to fight and stand guard for you and me in
far-away lands . . . and who tomorrow be-
come hew veterans in our communities
throughout the Nation!

We often hear the fighting in Vietnam
called “the unpopular war I am always
struck by the Inconsistency of such reason-
ing. Is war ever popular? Has any War ever
been welcome? Could it ever be?

Certainly not! Not to us as Americans . . .
not to us a5 parents . . . not to us who have
experienced war firsthand—with ail of its
destruction, pain and mlsery.

It is my personal view that the war in
South Vietnam is only a part of man’s con-
tinulng struggle to be free. The South Viet-
namese are freedom loving pecple—they are
our friends—they asked us to help them so
they could choose their own destiny, A
destiny the Communist leadership in Hanol
planned—and still plans—to control.
pleased to tell you that we are still
rse In South Vietnam and getting
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truly outstanding solditer and combat
lender is carrying forward the programs that
he and I formerly worked on together. Our
Natlon can be thankful for such a man as
General Creighton Abrams. His battle suc-
cesses are being forged by our American
fighting men—and our Free World allies—
and tiose gallant South Vietnamese whose
military forces continue to grow stronger
each day.

Allled military operations in South Vietnam
are going well. In my Judgment, Hanot’s hope
for success off of the battlefleld i wheat s
prolonging the war. Hanol must now fully
realize that it cannot achieve its goal by
mlilitary actlon.

When we came to the assistance of the
South Vietnamese in 1954 and committed our
troops in 1965, we did two things. We spoiled
the chances for a communist victory in South
Vietnam and we gave the exhausted South
Vietnamese our assurance of a future. The
first link 1n our chatn of successes was forged
then—and Hanci knows it. As a passing com-
ment, all of Southenat Asia also understood
the impact of our actions.

Because of our battlefield successes and the
great progress made by the Viethamese
Armed Forces, today, the enemy seeks 10
achieve politically what he has falled to
achieve militarily—even though he has not
altered his ultimate goal of subjugation of
South Vietnam.

Our military objectives have not changed.
They were—and still are—to block Iin-
vasion . . . and to bring about a degree of
security so that the South Vietnamese can
live their own lives—so that the people and
their government can decide their own
future—without coercton through terror and
intimidation,

The strategy we chose to attain these ob-
jectives has not changed either. As I visual-
ized the situation early in the conflict, the
principal task ‘'was one of working with the
South Vietnamese to inflict the maximum
damage on the enemy—go grind him down. It
is important to understand that the enemy
has eonsisted—and still consists—of a spec-
ttum of elements, From the underground
leeders of a covert government—Ilocal guer-
rillas, local military formations to large units
of the North Vietnamese Army. Further, all of
these enemy elements work in concert under
the orders and direction of the Communist
leadership in Hanoi.

Our operations had to be fully flexible and
have taken many forms—each complimentary
to the others: .

We secured our own bases, airfields, ports,
logistic complexes.
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we focused on controlling the populated
and productive areas of South Vietnam.

we conducted operations 1o destroy or
neutralize the enemy's base and supp.7 areas,
usually situated in very dificult terrain.

We ran other operatlons to force him
wway from the South Viemnamesa -;»eoplle-—
both to protect the people from terrorism
and to deny the enemy the opportunity to
prey on the pecple. You will recalt that Com-
munlst “naticnal liberation”—as preached
by Aao Tse-tung, the seif-appointed grand
master—speaks of the people as the W ar
and the Communist insurgents as the
This means that the fish—the insurge:
must be caught or the water—the peo; =
separated from the Communtst leaders -~ .
forces, There are cases where the S« .:a
Vietnamese (Government has properly c.s-
placed population to remove them Irom easy
Communlst influence.

Next, we took steps to disrupt the infll-
tratlon of enemy troaps and suppliss. This
head to be done by alr and naval power since
national poiley has been net 1o oroaden
the ground war.

Finally, we conducted operations to In-
flict the maxXimum damage on the enemy’s
ranks.

Througnhout, the U.S. Mission has assisted
ihe South Vietnamese Government te bulld
a constitutional democracy. In this regard,
remarkable strides have been made.

During the entlre conflict we hive sought
to sirengthen the South Vietnamese Armed
Forces to the point where they can sassume
more and more of the military burden as
time goes ON. ) .

~ During 19687, we saw these seeds of en-
deavor begin to sprout. South Vietnamese
forces took on greater responsibilties . . . we
had developed a military and pacification
posture that would permit us to glve them
greater help and support ... cotnfidence n
tnemselves grew as they recelved better
equipment, became stronger and won more
batiies ., . . & general forward movement
throughout the country was clearly visible—
so visible, in fact, that Hanoi's worrles also
became visihle.

The year 1068 has seen the South Viet-
namese steadlly improve on e}l fronts .
more and more they have come intw thelr
own. The enemy's Tet offenslve was in effect
their Pearl Harbor and actuslly became the
proving ground for the South Vietnamese—
confidence was buflt and weaknesses were
exposed and are being progréssively core
rected in-thelr armed forces as well as In the
field of public administration and service
The scope of their eurrent manpower mobi-
lization plans are comparable 1o ours ol
World War II.

The past two years have seen the South
Vietnamese make greaf strides—and progresa
steadily continues. R

<%~ Although tactics of the American soldier
v g’ & subject on.‘wWhich I could  speak- at
. length—and with great enthusiasm—I will
" be brief. Qur fghting men with thelr equip-
.ment_have - adapted readily to the taugh,
torturous countryside and climate. We have
s actually” written s new chapter-in warfare,
but I only want t0 emphaslze one point
here tonlght. Qur troops took the classic
guerrilla tactic of the ambush away from
the enemy and turned It agalpst him. Our
fighting men in South Vietnam today have
taken the battle t0 thne enemy's home
. ground—day, and night-—end “hbave Imade
him the hunted instead’ of the hunter. -

‘Although our objectives and our strategy
have not changed, one thing has changed.
It is our capability to defeat this sort of
aggression on people's lives and thelr future.
Our capability hos [mproved with each pass-
ing day—at the same time, performance of
t?e Communists shows signs of deterlora-
tion. - i

Capabillty 18, of course, the sum fotal of
many factors—the most {mportant one be-
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ing those courageous men and women I
mentioned carlier, These people are also the
veterans of tomorrow, I know that vou are
also proud of them. Let me givye you my
thoughts about these fine youngsters who
are doing thelr jobs to the best of their
ebility—and without complaint,

The greatest privilege ever given to me
has been the opportunity to lead your sons
and brothers. The greatest hope that I hoid
for the future of our Nation—of the whale
Free World—lies in these remarkable young
people.

These young people can return to civilian
1tfe and be proud . . . they can stand tall
with their heads high and look every man
squarely in the eye because they have done
their duty im support of national policy.
They have a running start on their con-
temporaries because they have matured
under the tryving condltions—thelr charac-
ters nave heen tested and tempered in the
tough, demanding—and often dangerous—
real world. They have acted while otbers
dreamad.

Our couni'y. too, has reason—and the
right—to be proud of these new velerans.
Although they have proved thelr mettle, they
have been the benefactors of good prepara-
tlon. Parents, churches, teachers, Boy Scout
leaders, friends, and dedicated organjzations
such as yours have each helped to prepare
these young adults to meet the challenges of
1hat reai world,

Wea hear & great deal about those very
few young Americans who don't want to
assurmne thelr obllgations and serve ln our
Armed Services. We hear more about those
who demonstrate thelr opposition to nation-
Bl POMCY:~. [ "l Ll D LT T

But we hear so very little about the thou-
sands ef young Americans who—wlthout fan-
fare—take that “step forward” when thelr
names are calied. . N

Ironiecally, those who take that step have
gained—mentally, morally, and physically.
They are bigger people fn character . . . they
will make productive citizens ... They know
that they have earned the right to be fully
participating citizens . .. they have demon-
strated thelr concern for the future—by their
deeds-—not by carrying a sign

What sort of a veteran is thls man?

¥or one thing he has fought & different
kind of war. He hes been & fighter and a
builder at one and the same time. He has
the capaclty to be aggressive In the face of
the enemy .. . but to show compassion and
glve comfort to those In sorrow and need.

This new vetaran will find it hard to accept,
many of the pat answers and parochlal
imiazes he may have known as a child—he
will find it hard to accept many of the mis-
understandings assoclated with the soclal
changes taking place within America. This
18 because he has worked, lived, and fought
alongside of men of every race, color, and
creed. He may owe his life to.a man of .an-
other race or color . .7 he may have been -
counselled and tomforted by a ¢haplain of a
different faith. He will look at another man
for his real worth—for what he can do rather.
than for what he might be by birth or up-
bringing. ~ - EE e .

These young Americans whom I regard so
highly have performed great deeds—Iindivid-
ually and as members of a skilled-team led
by eble and dedicated men. They know the
value of teamwork . .. they will be better,
team .workers because they have eeen what

big things & team can do. They-also have .

respect and admlration for the skill of the
other members of the tearn. -

The team In Vietnam hat been and s a
unified and harmonlous organization. It is
a great team of soldlers, sallors, alrmen, Ma-
rines, and Coast Guardsmen,

Let me tell you about those Coast Guards-
men. Small service . .. yes .. .but theydoa
blg job working with the Navy on coastal
gurveillance. And they have made It more

and more dificult for the enemy o
and supplies to the South. In fact, -
with thelr help has done such a thoro
that the enemy has had to taxe the v
tortureus inland routes through Lao: because
we have virtually sealed the constline.

The rifieman—be he sdldier

American, Australinn, Rorean, New Zu.iwn
er, Thai, or South Vietnamese—has high re-
gard for those Alr Force, Navy, and Marine
pilots. He counts on them for the blg fire-
power. And this same high regard has hoon
earned by the Army helicopter pilots—both
those who carry our men and supplles and
those who the doughboy knows as “"Dustoil'—
that medlical evacuation helicopter that
stands ready to get our wounded rapidly lnto
the skilled hands of cur doctors and nurses.
These helicopter crews Liave vIany
thousands of lives. As you can see, gur men
gre team players . . . and they will be good
players on our national team as new
veterans and citizens.
. Yes, I hold this new veteran in
The American Legion will te re
whell he changes into civilian c..
have the means and leadership to help him
put his potential to work Ior the benefit of
himeelf. the Legion, and most importantly—
OUr cOuniry.

You know wheat I am telking about because
you are doing it. Your youth and adult
grams are among the finest in our of
I recently had the pleasure of t
the splendid voung men in your Do;
Program when they came to Washingon. I
also know at first-hand of your excellent pro-
grams in Vietnam-—and let me say here and
now these are much appreciated.
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What T am trying to sa¥ ls keep up the good

work, and, If poessible, do more.

Our new veteran needs you . . . and our

" pountry needs his contribution. The new Vet-

eran wants to contribute . . . he will con-
tribute.

Together . . . you and he will start another
fifty years of achievement for The American
Legion . another fifty proud, productlive
years of dedication to a SLrONger Tatich.

THE PATH OF DECEIT ACROSS THE
. GRAVES OPF THE DEAD

L]

. HON. JOHN M. SLACK

OF WEST VIRGINIA
/IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
AMonday, October 14, 1343

Mr. SLACK. Mr, Speaker, on August 1,
1968, it was necessary for me to direct
the attentlon of the membership of the
House to a deplorable sequence of events
which had afisen out of an ili-starred
promotion titled - “Midway Airport,”
which has been the cause of great con-
fusion among the people and public or-
ganizations of sputhern West Virginia.
At that time I pointed out that this is
an unattainable public works cbjective
in its present posture, lacking both the
required guantities of local support funds
and eligibility statis undar terme of per-
tinent Federal law and fiscal procedures.
* T hoped, by my August 1 statement,
to lay at rest & source of unnecessary
rivalry and distrust among the leader-
ship of several communities involved, and
to cause the promoters of this propadsi-
tion to reconsider thelr position and
perhaps begin te move on a more realistic
course toward an aviation facility goal
which could enjoy overwhelming local
support and which could be brought




