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Mr. HAGAN. Mr. Speaker. last month 
the American Legion held its 50th na­
tional convention in the dty of New 
Orleans. At that time a great American 
and soldier, Gen. William C. Westmore­
land, was presented the highest honor 
that organization bestows for distin­
quished service, the American Legion's 
Distinquished Service Award. 

General Westmoreland's acceptance 
speech to the Legion contains a timely 
message for all Americans, and I, under 
unanimous consent. include it in the Ex­
tensions of Remarks: 
AnDRESS BY GEN. W. C. WESTMORF:LAND, CHIEF 

OF STAFF, U.S. ARMY, 50TH ANNUAL NATIONAL 

CONVENTION, THE AMERIC"N LEGION, NEW 

ORLE"NS, LA., SEPTEMBER 10, 19~1 
Commander datOraith, a tlnguished 

guests, Legionnaires, ladies and, gentlemen: 
I am deeply honored that I have been selected 
to receive The American Legion's Distin­
guished Service Award. I accept it with great 
humllity and pride, for to me it has a very 
special meaning. it Is your recognition 
of the sacrifices and hardships that our Na­
tion's sons have endured on the battlefield. 
I was there--for a long time, and I saw their 
courage-their gallantry-their willingness 
to fight and die-so that our freedoms shall 
endure. 

I am grateful to each one of you. TIlis 
award clearly expresses your personal con­
cern for all of the dedicated men in our 
Army-Navy-Air Force-Marines and Coast 
Guard. Your deep concern for us and our 
Nation Is what I think the American Legion 
is all about. It is clear proof that you have 
accepted the responsibilities for protecting 
the freedom we enjoy. In 'So doing, you have 
set the example for all to follow and I 
wish there was some way I could personally 
pin a medal on each one of you-because you 
are the kind of American who did not set 
aside responsibility for national defense the 
day you took off your uniform. 
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well knop·.'"Il is your interest in the youth of 
America, Therefore, tonight I should like to 
talk briefly alx::mt two things: first, about our 
military operations in South Vietna.m--a 
matter of prime concern to each of us inter­
ested in the security of our Nation-l\nd, 
second, about those remarkable young men 
and women who--this very nlght--continue 
to fight and stand guard for you and me in 
far-away lands , .. and who tomorrow be­
come new veterans in our communitieS 
throughout the Nation 1 

We often hear the fighting in Vietnam 
called "the unpopular war." I am alwayS 
struck by the inconsistency of such reason­
ing. Is war ever popular? Has any war ever 
been welcome? Could it ever be? 

Certainly not! Not to us as AmeriCans 
not to us as parents ... not to us who have 
experienced war flrsthand-with all of its 
destruction, patn and misery. 

It is my personal view that the war in 
South Vietnam is only a part of man's con­
tinuing struggle to be free. The South 'Viet­
namese are freedom loving people--they are 
our friends-they asked us to help them sO 
they could choose their own destiny. A 
destiny the CommunLst leadership in Hanoi 
planned-and still plans-to controL 

I pleased to tell you that we are still 
c rse in South Vietnam and getting 

ob done. 
truly outstanding soldier and combat 

leader is carrying forward the programs that 
he and I formerly worked on together. Our 
Nation can be thankful for such a man as 
General Creighton Abrams. His battle suc­
cesses are being forged by our American 
fighting men-and our Free World aIlies­
and those gallant South Vietnamese whose 
military forces continue to grow stronger 
each day. 

AlUed military ·operations in South Vietnam 
are going well. In my Judgment, Hanoi's hope 
for success off of the battlefield Ls whQ.t is 
prolonging the war. Hanoi must now fully 
realize that it cannot achieve its goal by 
military action. 

When we came to the assistance of the 
South Vietnamese in 1954 and committed our 
troops in 1965, we did two things. We spoiled 
the chances for a communist victory in South 
Vietnam and we gave the exhausted South 
Vietnamese our assurance of a future. The 
first link in our chain of successes was forged 
then-and Hanoi knows it. As a passing com­
ment, all of southeast Asia also understood 
the impact of our actions. 

Because of our battlefield successes and the 
great progress made by the Vietnamese 
Armed Forces, toda.y, the enemy seeks to 
achieve politically what he has failed to 
achieve mil1tarily--even though he has not 
altered his ultimate goal of subjugation of 
South Vietnam. 

Our military objectives have not changed. 
They were--and still are-to block in­
vasion ... and to bring about a degree of 
securIty so that the South Vietnamese can 
live their own lives-so that the people and 
their government can decide their own 
future-without coercion through terror and 
intimidation. 

The strategy we chose to attain these ob­
jectives has not changed either. As I visual­
ized the situation early in the conflict, the 
principal task was one of workIng with the 
South Vietnamese to inflict the maximum 
damage on the enemy-go grInd him down. It 
is important to understand that the enemy 
has consisted-and still consists---of a spec­
trum of elements. From the underground 
leaders of a covert government--Iocal guer­
rillas, local m11itary formations to large units 
of the North Vietnamese Army. Further, all of 
these enemy elements work in concert under 
the orders and direction of the Communist 
leadership in Hanoi. 

Our operations had to be fully flexible and 
hayc taken many forms-each complimentary 
to the others: 

The American LegIon's untiring interest in 
our national securIty is well known. Equally 

We secured our own bases, airfields, ports, 
logistic complexes. 

WAR 
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We focused on controlling the ?c;::ulated 

r,nd productive areas of South Vietna.'Jl. 
\\"1' c()ndt~cted operations to d2:otroy Or 

neutralize the enemy's base and supp:]' areas, 
ltstlall, situated In ve'Y difficult tl'''3.1n. 

We -ran other operatLons to force him 
:,w.':1 fro!n the South Vlet.n1me.se ;-,eoplc­
both to protect the people from terrorism 
nnd to deny the enemy the opportunity to 
prey on tile people. You will recall that Com­
llltlnist "national liberatton"-as p:e;:>.ched 
by z.,Iao Tse-tung, the self~appolnt<.'d g:o .• nd 
master-speaks of the people as the ";.- '''' 
and the Communist Insurgents as the 
Th!.:; means that the fish-the Insurge; 
must be caught or the water-the peo; 
separated from the CommunlSt leaders 
forces. There are cases where the S',; -.i1 

Vietnamese Government has properly (,..5· 

placed population to remove them from easy 
Communist influence. 

Next. we took steps to disrupt the 1nfll. 
tratlon of enemy troops and supplies. This 
had to be done by air and na~al po?":er since 
n,,-: :011:1.1 poliCy has been !"lot to 8roaden 
tbe ground war. 

Fmally, we condUcted opera.tlons to In_ 
flict the maximum damage. on the enemy's 
ranks. 

Throughout, the U .S. ~nsslon bas assisted 
the South Vietnamese Government to bund 
a constitutional democracy. In this regard, 
rcr:~'\!'i';:\ble strides h:1.\"e be<;n m:;.df::. 

Delring the entire confilct we hl':e sought 
to s:.rengthen the South Vietnamese Armed 
Forces to the point where they can assume 
more and more of the military burden as 
time goes on. 

During 1967, we saw these seed.s of en~ 
deavor begin to sprout. South Vietnamese 
forces took on greater responsibUties •.• we 
had developed a tn.lUtary and pa.cUlcatloD 
pqsture that would permit us to give them 
greater help and support ... confidence 1n 
the::nselves grew as they received better 
eqUipment, became stronger and won more 
bat-.;~es ... a general forward movement 
throughout the country was clearly "rtslble­
so Ylslble, in fact, that HanoI's wo;-::es also 
becd-me visible. 

The year 1968 has seen the South VIet­
nar.1ese steadlly Improve on all fronts ... 
more and more they have come i.nt.O their 
O'jl,"ll. ne enemy's Tet offensive was in effect 
their Pearl Harbor and actuany became the 
proving ground for the South Vietnamese­
con.tldence was bull t and weaknesses were 
exp06ed and are beIng progressIvely cor­
rected in-their armed forces as well as Ln the 
field of public administration and service 
The sCOpe of their current ~:H!po'."';"e, mob!· 
liz3.tlon plans are compZtrable to ours 0: 
World War II. 

The past two years have seen the South 
Vletnamese make great strides-and progress 
steadily continues, -

. " -Although tactics or the American soldier 
: ~- Is:' & subject on, whIch. -1 __ ., could apea.k- a~ 

length-and. with great· enthus1asm.-I. will 
be brlef. Our fighting men with their equip­

·.,.ment .. have ' .. adapted readily to the tdugh, 
.:' torturous countryside -and c11mate. We have 

'Bctuany' written' a new chapter'in warfare. 
but I only want to emphasize one point 
here tonlgh t. OUr troops took the classic 
guerrilla tactic of the ambush away from 
the enemy and turned it against him. Our 
fightlng men 1n South Vietnam todav have 
talten the battle to the, enemy's . home 

., ground~ay_ and. night-an.d have .made 
bim the hunted U:tstead.'" oCthe bunter;-

. Although otu'""·objectives- and our strategy 
have not changed. one thing has Changed. 
It is our capablUty to defeat th11l sort of 
aggression on people's lives and thelr future. 
Our capa.billty haa improved with each pass~ 
lng day--at the same time, performance of 
the Communists shows signs ot deteriora-
tion. -

Capabllity 15, at course, the sum total of 
many factors-the most important one be-

lng those courageous men and women I 
mentioned c.J.rlier. Thesc people are :-:.150 the 
ve~er;J.ns of tr~mr~rTOW. I know that you are 
a.::;o proud of them. Let me gIve you my 
thoughts about these fine youngsters who 
are doing their jObs to the be..,t of their 
e.billty-and ',l,ithout complaInt. 

The greatest privilege ever given to me 
ha..s been the opportun1ty to lead your sons 
and brothers. The greatest hope that 1 hold 
for the future of our Nation--of the whole 
Free World-lies In these remarkable young 
people. 

These young people can return to clv1l1an 
life and be prOUd . , . they can stand tall 
with their heads high and look every man 
squarely in the eye because they have done 
their duty in support of national policy. 
They have a. running start on their con· 
temporartes because they have matured 
under the trying conditions-their charac­
te.s have been tested and tempered in the 
tough. demanding-and often dangerous­
real world. They have acted while others 
d!"ea::r..ed. 

Our coun:"~y. too, has rea.son-a.nd the 
right--to be proud at these new veterans. 
Although they have proved. thea- mettle, they 
have been the benefactors of good prepara­
tion. Parents, churches, teachers, Boy SCout 
leaders. friends, and dedicated organIzations 
SUCh as yours have each helped to prepare 
these YO,ung ~dults ro meet the challenges of 
1.:L1t re:'.1 'sor,d. 

\Ve hear 3. great deal about those ;-ery 
few young Americans who don't want to 
assume their obligations and serve in OUI 

Armed Services. We hear more about those 
who demonstrate thelr opposition to na.tion~ 
a1 pOl1CY;~- _ 

But we hear so very little about the thou~ 
sand&-ef young Americans who-without fan_ 
fare--take that "s.tep forward'· when their 
names are called. 

Ironically, those who take that step ha.ve 
gained-mentally, morally, and phYSically. 
They are bigger people in character ... they 
w111 make productive citizens, .. They know 
that they bave earned the right to be fully 
participating citizens ... they have demon­
strated their concern for the future-by their 
deeds--not by carrying a. sIgn.. 

What sort of a veteran is this man? 
For one thing he has fought a dllferent 

kind of war. He has been a fighter and a 
bunder at one and the same time, He has 
the capa.c1ty to be aggressive Ln the face of 
the enemy •.. but to show compassion and 
i1ve comfort to those in sorrow and need. 

This new veteran will find it hard to accept 
many of the pst answers and parochial 
ir..i.il£:E-S he rr..2.y have known as a chUd~he 
will find it hard to accept many of the mis· 
understandings associated with the soclal 
changes taking place withIn America. This 
is because he baa worked. lived.. and fought 
alOngside. of men of every race,. color, and 
creed. He may owe his life .to .. a m.an· of. an-. 
other race or color .- :-. he .may have been: 
counselled' and· eomforted. by a Chaplain o! a 
d1fferent faith. He will look at another man 
for hIs real worth-for what he can do rather 
than for what he might be by _birth or up~ 
brlngtng, - '. 

These young Am.ericans whom I regard so 
highly have performed g1"eat deeds.-lndlvid_ 
ually and a.s members of a skilled-.team led. 
by able and dedicated men. They know the 
value of teamwork, •. they will be better 
team. .workers beCause they have aeen wb.j:l.t· 
big thIngs- a team can do. They.also·have 
respect and admiration for the sk1ll of the 
other members of the team.. 

The team In Vietnam has been and is a 
unified and harmonious organization. It Is 
a great team of soldiers, sailors, atrmen, Ma­
rines. and Coast;. Guardsmen. 

Let me tell you about those Coast Ouards~ 
men. SmaJl service ... yes ... but they do a 
big job working witb the Navy on coastal 
surve1llance. And they have made It .more 

<l!1ci n10rc dirncult for the ene;;:y ,:, :':L: :(.~:~ 

and supplies to the Sout.h. Ire !.Ll;c 'L', \. 

with their help has done such a tbo:Oc:~:l j)b 

that the enemy has had to t::;:"'-e '.!":~- "'~.:'': 
torturous inland routes through L:lO." b(:catl<;(' 
we have virtually sealed the coastline. 

The rif!C'm::;D-be he solei':':- ~'r ~ ~ ~ 'P 

American, AustraU2.n. Korean, ~c", .. ZL',l; 'lr:'l· 
er, Thai, or South Vletnamese--has bi;h re· 
gard for those Air Force, Na':y. and )'Lirlne 
pilots. He counts on them for the btg fire­
power. And this s:',me high r(:g:lrd has Qc<,:r.t 
earned by the Army helicopter pilots-both 
those who carry our men and supplles aI'.d 
those who the doughboy knows as "Dustotr"­
that medical evacuation hcUcoptcr that 
stands ready to get our wounded rapidly Into 
the skilled hands of our doctors and r..Urses. 
These helicopter c!"e\vs Lcu·e ,,;.-, ":cc! r.::;:':-_7 
thousands of lives. As you can see, .our men 
are team players , .. and they wUl be good 
players on our national team 1'<S new 
veteran.!' and citizens. 
0.. Yes. I hold this new veteran in 
The American Legton wi.ll be rr:" 

" ~:g,.rd, 
h:m 

when he changE':; into Ci"':;;a.D c .. ,· ... "--'. Yc;ll 
have the means and leade:rship to help him 
put his potential to work for the benefit at: 
himself. the Legion, and most Importantly­
our country. 

You know wbat I am talking about because 
you are doIng it. Your youth and adult pro· 
g-filU:5 are an,ong the finest ;::1 Cl_::- C'.- _.~:':n·. 

I reccl:t.:y !:aG tI'll: pl;;~,s'.!ri; rj: t._ ·,1·.:1 
the splendid yo:..:ng men in YOllr DO:;'3 X~l~ic:.l 
Program when they came to Wa.shingt.oll, I 
also know at first-hand of your excellent pro­
grams In Vletnam-and let me say here and 
now these ·are much appreCIated. 

What I am trying to say is keep up the good 
work, and, if possible, do more. 

Our new veteran needs you . . , and our 
country needs hIs contribution. The new Vet­
eran wants to contrtbute ... he· will con­
tribute, 

Together ... you and he w1l1 start another 
fifty years of achievement for The American 
LegIon ... another fifty proud, productive 
years or dedication to a stronger l:!~,<:iCli. 

THE PATH OF DECEIT ACROSS THE 
> GRAVES OF THE DEAD 

\ 

\ 

\ 
HON. JOHN M. SLACK 

or WlCST VIRGINU 

'IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

}\Ionday, Octooa 14, iJ'~'~ 

Mr, SLACK. ~-1r, Speaker. on August I, 
1968, it was necessary for me to direct 
the attention of the membership of the 
House to a deplorable sequence of events 
which had a.ftsen out of an lll·starred 
promotion titled "Midway Airport," 
which has been the' cause of great con~ 
fusion among the people and public or­
ganizations of southern West Virginla. 
At that time I POinted out that this is 
an unattainable public works cbj~cti\'e 
in its present posture, lacking both the 
required quantities of local suppo:,t funds 
and e1igibility sta~1.ts unde:- te~":""'.<:' 0~ [>E'1"­

tinent Federal law and fiscal Procedures. 
'., I hoped, by my August 1 statement, 
to lay at rest a source of unnecessary 
rivalry and distrust among the leader­
ship of several communities involved, a!1d 
to cause the promoters of this propasi­
tion to reconsider their position an d 
perhaps begin to move on a more reaUstic 
course toward an aviation facihty goa! 
which could enjoy over\l;helming local 
support and which could be brought 


