
DEFENSE OF DOCKS AGAINSn U.S. PLANES DESCRIBED 

[Article by Tran Kim Be; Hanoi, Quan Poi Nban Pan, Vietnamese, 17 October 1968, p 2] 

Carrying on their duties here at this stomg area of socialist North Vietnam, cadres and soldiers of the Third Company of the X antiaircraft unit feel that on every piece of land, on every blade of grass, every tree limb, every bamboo hedge, every corner of the field, there are crimes committed by the enemy. Each half' -burned roof, each bombed and strafed section of the roads arouses immense hatred in their hearts. Everyone asks himself the question: What can I do to stop those savage 0rimes caused by the Americans and to destro:" them? A.'1d then everyone ~nswers his own question: Nothing but fight o'esol«tely, fire accill'ately at t1e heads of the American pirates, and knock -:ohem down. 

ReceiviL~ the order to bring guns into the fe~ry dock L which the enemy often bo~bed and strafed fiercely day and night, the Third Company t1:oug'ht that this was an cp:portu...---:dty to achieve victories. The unit placed -the~::-, ~"1S right on -:1:e bombing a:"'28. ~ ':::he first battle was fierce and lasted from 7: OG 0 r clock' in the morning u..'"1til 5: 00 0 I clock in the evening. me enemy came as many as 40 times wi tl'l F -4 and F -·105 's. They dropped hundreds of demolition bombs, rockets and tens of thousands of cluster bombs. But the Third Company was very reso~Qte, bravely destroyed the 
e~e~J 2~d effec~ively defended the dock. 

A::licst the thick smoke of bombs, from the commanding position, ~:Jo::"i ::~~ ce.l o.:"fice:- ~1.:On.~ sho'.lted: "The enemy is committing crimes, let us 6.::.:: aT, tis head and shooL. l:iIti to pieces! II 

JiE: "os:ttle was fierce but none 0:: the 301c.iers was shaken. Gun crew ~S3.2.''2-::: N~uyen Van Hong was aeverely wounded, deputy Gill1 crew leader Luu "-a::'~h :-=-W1.Z ::':-2:!-;}E::::iately too£ his ple.ce~ The f::'rs~ t:'me hung Vias wounded, he '--:.."'- :r.:.ct te=...:' tr_e c~ew a.r.:c:. continued to fighte he ""f:as wounded a second time. '~"'".G.c tr,ird ti:::e he was s(~riously w01.L.lded, he stil:-'" -c2. ... iea to s-:and firm in his position to direct ilis men I s firing. \\'hen he was exhausted, he could 
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In the afte~noon, the unit downed another F-105 and F-4. Thus, the Third 
Company has, together with friendly units, achieved outstanding victories 
by destroying three American airplanes and capturing the pilots. 

The Third Company not only fought well but does well in production. 
The chickens were still always busy around the gur.c fortifications. The 
chubby pigs were still [runting in the pig pen. In this urgent and critical 
fighting situation, the daily meals of the unit still had three dishes. 

On the battlefie: .. d of the Fourth Military Z::me, the Third anti­
aircraft Company had effectively contributed to the! task of holding the 
docks and the roads, anu assuring through communic,tion from the rear 
areas to the front. The Third Company is marching forward with firm steps, 
hatred engraved in their hearts. Day and night their guns point straight 
at the enemy, ready to open fire and destroy him. They are determined to 
make the Americans more appropriately pay for their crimes on this part of 
land where the hero Nguyen Viet Xuan once shouted the eternal words: "Aim 
straight at the enemy ar,d fire~" 

CSO: 3520-P 
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