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{BACKGROUND MATERIAL FOR YOUR INFORMATION aiD USEY \/b//

e CCTOBER 24, 1963
SEIZURE OF COMMUNIST MATERIEL TERMED CAUSE OF FIGHTING LULL

SAIGON =- SEIZURE BY SOUTH VIETNAMESE AND ALLIED FORCES GF
380 TONS OF COMMUNIST 4RNMS ANl FOOD IN SEPTEMFER:zs A FECTOR IN THE
CURRENT LULL IN THE VISTNAM WAR, SAYS THE U.S. MILITARY commanD,

THE CAPTURED MATERIEL INCLUDED ENOUGH WEAPONS T0 EQUIP A
682-MAN NORTH VIETNAMESE BATTALION AND SUFFICIENT FOOD TO FEED IT
FOR FIVE MONTHS.

“LOSS OF THIS MATERIEL AMD FOOD HaS UNDOUBTEDLY HaD &

- SIGNIFICANT IMPACT ON THE ENEMY®S ABILITY TO INITIATE OR SUSTAIN
COMBAT IN CERTAIN AREAS,™ U.S. MILITARY KEADQUARTERS SAID OCTOBER 23,

ACCORDING TO THE ANNOUNCEMENI, 1HE MAJORITY OF THE CACHES
DISCOVERED WERE IN THE NORTHERNMOST PROVINCES AND AREAS AROUND
SAIGON, WHERE THE HIGNEST LEVEL OF ENEMY ACTIVITY WAS REPORTED 1IN
THE SAME PERIOD,

THE LIST INCLUDED: 1,125 INDIVIDUAL WEAPONS, 50 CREW=-SERVED
,ggngpgs, Fpun Aﬁt&éA;RCR&FT-GUNS,ﬁggﬁ{ROGKETS, 6,1qﬂ~ﬁI$ES¢*NIdE~-
MORTARS, NINE FLﬁﬁﬁ:THROWERS, 11,066 HAND GRENADES AND RIFLE
GRENADES, 5,854 ROCKET GRENADES, 18,24¢ ROUADS OF MORTAR
AMMUNITION, 4PPROXIMATELY 1,802,800 ROUNDS OF SMALL ARMS AMMUNITION
AND 5,13% KILOGRAMS (1,408 POUNDS) OF TNT.

ABOUT 135 TONS OF RICE AND THREE TONS OF SALT WERE ALSO SEIZED,

FOR RONTH VIETNAM THE LOSS REPRESENTED NOT ONLY A LOSS
OF FIGHTING POTENTIAL, BUT A WASTE OF M&TERIEL AND MANPOWER T0O
PRODUCE AND TRANSPORT IT TO NORTH VIETNAMESE MILITARY FORCES IN

SCUTH VITETNoM,



SUPPLIES DESTINED ¥0N% THE SAIGON REGION HUST RE TRANSPORTED BY
PURTER FEOM THE {RI=BORDER SREA OF 1.80S, WORTH AND SOUTH VIETNAM
WER APPROUXIMATELY £5Q KILOMETERS OF JUNGLE TRAIL.

IT I8 ESTIMATED IHAT IT WOULD TAKE 72 NORTH VIETWAMESE PORTERS

. |
ABOUT 42 DAYS TO TRANSPORT THE 5130 KILOGRAMS QF CAPTURED TNT FROM

THE TRI-BORDER AREA 10 THE SAIGON REGION.

FROM RECENT RaDID HANG! BROADCASTS, IT IS KNOWN THAT LEADING
POLITBURC MEMBERS &DVGCATE & PROTRACTED GUERRILLA BATTLE IN LIFy OF
ANY STRONG CONCESSIONS THEY MIGHT HOPE WOYLD BE MADE BY THE UN!TED
STATES IN THE CURRENT P4RIS TALKS.

NORTH VIETNAMESE INFILTRATION INTO THE SOUTH, IN THE MEANTINE,
15 GREATER 50 FAR IN 1963 THAN IN THE FOUR PRECEDING YEARS, AND
MANY MORE CACHES OF SUPPLIES HAVE BEEN FOUND THIS YEAR THAN I& THE
FIRST NINE MONYHS OF 1967,

NOT TOO FAR TROM SAIGOX, A CONPLETE FLELD HOSPITAL WAS FOUND,
AUTHORLTIES HERE REFORTED, INDICATING' LONG-HANGE PLANNING IN Hawol,
AND CLOSE COOPERATION ON THE LOCAL LEVEL. |

IT IS THE ALLIES® STRATEGY HERE TO SEEK QUT SUCH SUPPLIES AND
INSTALLATIONS, AND TO DESTROY THEM aND KEEP THE ENEMY OFF BALANCE
SO THAT THE PREDICTED THIRD-PHASE OFFENSIVE CANNOT BE LAUNCHED
AGAINST THE SOUTH VIETMAMESE URBAN AREAS,

Le54+68=86 A8 X



